PERVERTING THE “FIRST PRINCIPLES’
Part Three

What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh,
hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to
glory; but not before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that
worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness.

Romans 4:1-5

Tonight I’ m going to continue looking at the perversion of thefirst principlesof Chrit. I'm going to begin
by examining the second principle listed in Hebrews 6:1— faith toward God” . Faith hasbeen defined by
many of today’ s scholars an preachers as mental assent to the truth, or becoming fully persuaded of
something. Thisdefinition comesprimarily from what Paul taught in Romansfour. There, hesaid: “But to
him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness’. He usesthetermsbelieve and faith interchangeably, which meansthey are synonymous.

But what does it mean to have faith? What isfaith anyway? Isfaith just menta assent to the truth? Isfaith
just an acknowledgment or an acceptance of what somebody (even God) has said? Well, that’ swhat many
of today’ sleadersteach. Some of them explainit alittle differently in that they usethe termstrust and rest.
An example of this can be seen in the following statements:

What is faith? It is a resting in Christ and His saving work for us. Faith is not work. Faith
is going to God with open hands and receiving the righteousness God gives freely.

C. H. Spurgeon wrote in All of Grace, ‘Faith is not a blind thing; for faith begins with
knowledge. It is not a speculative thing; for faith believes facts of which it is sure. It is not
an unpractical, dreamy thing; for faith trusts, and stakes its destiny upon the truth of
revelation. Faith is the eye which looks. Faith is the hand which grasps. Faith is the mouth
which feeds upon Christ.’

It is this simple trusting in Christ that gives us a right standing in the presence of a
holy and righteous God.

Before going any further, let me say afew words about Mr. Charles Haddon Spurgeon. I'm well aware
of thefact that everyone thinks Mr. Spurgeon wasright up there, next to the apostle Paul, and that his
words are dmost on a par with Holy Writ; but | don’t. He did have some good teaching, but overal, he
wasjust asbad asany Calvinist preacher out there because he was astaunch Calvinist. Hewas aBaptist
minister who pastored the Metropolitan Tabernaclein London, and hewrote very famouswork called: A
Defense Of Calvinism. Since he has been presented to the average Christian as a hero of the faith, many
have been deceived by hisCalvinistic teachings. And of course, all the Calvinigtsjust lovehim. They use
him as proof that Calvin' serrors are the gospel . Indeed, Spurgeon himself declared that Calvinismisthe
gospel and that Arminianism is heresy. He said:



“And what is the heresy of Arminianism but the addition of something to the work of the
Redeemer? Every heresy, if brought to the touchstone, will discover itself here. | have my
own private opinion that there is no such thing as preaching Christ and Him crucified,
unless we preach what nowadays is called Calvinism. It is a nickname to call it
Calvinism; Calvinism is the gospel, and nothing else.” 1

The fact that Spurgeon declared Calvinism the gospel and Arminianism heresy, shows that his
understanding of the Scripturewas completely unbaanced. Being aCavinist, henaturally denied the
possibility of abeliever ending up lost. He said he abhorred such an idea:

“... nor can | comprehend a gospel which lets saints fall away after they are called,
and suffers the children of God to be burned in the fires of damnation after having once

believed in Jesus. Such a gospel | abhor”. 2

Mr. Spurgeon said he couldn’t “comprehend” agospe which letssaintsfal away after they arecaled.
Thisisavery interesting statement. He didn't just say he couldn’t believe such agospel or that he
regjected such agospe. He said he couldn’t even comprehend such agospd . That means hismind was
S0 darkened regarding the truth, and he was so thoroughly brainwashed by Calvin' serrors, he couldn’t
even under stand amessage that conflicted with Cavinism. That saysalot about the spiritual condition
of hismind. It'shard to believe that someone with Spurgeon’ s education and mental capacity could
not comprehend the meaning of Paul’ s words, when he said:

Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which | preached unto
you, which also_ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye
are saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached unto you, unless ye have
believed in vain.

|. Corinthians 15:1-2

Thegospel Paul preached statesvery clearly that a person who hasreceived the gospel, and whoiis
currently standing in that gospel, and who is saved, can end up believing “in vain”. This makes
Spurgeon’ s statement—" The old truth that Calvin preached, that Augustine preached, that Paul
preached, isthe truth that | must preach today” s—pretty much afarce. He was so convinced the
Calvinistic teaching on Eternal Security wastrue, hesaid “theBibleisalie’ and he himself would
become an “infidel” if he ever came to believe that even one of God' s saints was ever |ost.

“If one dear saint of God had perished, so might all; if one of the covenant ones be lost, so
may all be; and then there is no gospel promise true, but the Bible is a lie, and there
is nothing in it worth my acceptance. | will be an infidel at once when | can believe
that a saint of God can ever fall finally” 4

W, Mr. Spurgeon, the Bibleisnot alieand it teachesvery clearly that achild of God can depart from
thefaith and belogt. All you had to do was accept the truth of God's Word instead of clinging to the
liesof your deluded hero. Y ou sir, and al the otherswho preach thiskind of garbage, are placing a



snare before the people who listen to your error. By his own admittance, Mr. Spurgeon’ sfanatical
adherenceto Calvin' sdoctrine of the* perseverance of thesaints’ prevented him from becoming of al
men most miserable. He said:

“l do not know how some people, who believe that a Christian can fall from grace, manage
to be happy. It must be a very commendable thing in them to be able to get through
a day without despair. If | did not believe the doctrine of the final perseverance of the
saints, | think | should be of all men the most miserable, because | should lack any
ground of comfort”. 5

Excuseme Sncewhenisbeing “happy” thegod of the Christian life? God' struth should be our quest;
not happiness. Some doctrinesin the Bible arevery disturbing, likethe eternd torment that awaitsthe
lost. Butit' still true. Y es, truth can be disturbing at times—especidly if you arewaking in error, as
Mr. Spurgeon was.

One good thing Spurgeon did was reveal the true reasons OSAS people believe the lie of Eternal
Security. Behind al therhetoric and the Biblethumping, behind all the supposedly logical reasoning,
liesfear and sdfishness. They couldn’t be“happy” bdieving the truth, and they would be “ miserable’
because they would have no comfort. They would be scared of falling.

Notice that Spurgeon incorporated Paul’ s comment about being of all men most miserablein his
defense of Eternd Security. He was bending Paul’ swordsto fit hiserror. Paul said: “ If in thislife only
we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable” (1. Cor. 15:19). All he was saying was
that the Christian’ s hope in Christ extends beyond the grave. He wasn’'t saying what Spurgeon
suggested he was saying.

Spurgeon wasnot liketheapostle Paul at al. Spurgeon said it was commendable that Christianswho
believe they can fdl from grace were able to get through aday without despair. If he would have been
forced to accept the truth, he would have eventually become abasket case and ended up in amentd
indtitution. Paul survived and flourished quitewdl living inthe redlity that he could fal avay. Hewasn't
week and fearful of thetruth, like Spurgeon was. Hewalked inthat spiritud redlity every day of hislife,
yet hewasn't overcomewith despair. Soyou' Il haveto pardon meif | don’t put much stock anything
Mr. Spurgeon has to say, when it comesto justification and faith.

Thewriter of thearticle begins by asking the question: What isfaith? Her answer is. faithis“restingin
Christ”—that is, faithisresting in what Christ has done for us. She says“faith isnot work”. It'sa
“dmpletrugting in Christ that givesusright standing with God” . She' sdefining faith asacombination
of believing and trusting. But thisisonly haf thetruth. Y ou will noticethat in both these definitions, the
term works isn’t mentioned.

Now, I’'m not accusing thiswriter, or Charles Spurgeon, of saying we don't have to have works. All
I”’m pointing out isthefact that when defining theterm “faith” for people, worksare not mentioned. For
them, faith al about believing, and placing your full confidencein what you believe. I'm saying faithis
morethan believing, and then placing your trust inthat belief. 1t' s more than believing what God sayss.
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Faith isdoing what God says. Faithisn't awork, thiswriter says. Maybe not. But faith must have
worksor it'snot Biblical faith. Works must accompany faith or that faith is dead—so saysthe apostle
James:

Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and | have works. shew me thy faith
without thy works, and | will shew thee my faith by my works. Thou
believest that there is one God; thou doest well:_the devils also believe, and
tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is
dead?...For asthe body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works
isdead also.

James 2:18-20 & 26

Genuinefaith has always produced works and it alwayswill. The personwho claimsto beieve God
or trust God, but has no works does not possess genuine faith. They can believe and trust God dl they
like—they don’'t have genuine faith. Worksvalidate faith. Works are the seal that marks our faith as
genuine. Wemust have works or our faith isdead. Thereare multitudes of peoplewho bdievein Jesus
and trust in God, but their faith is dead because they have no works.

Wedon't think about dead faith too much, but we should. What? Do you think those who have dead
faith don’t believethe Bible? Do you think they don’t believe Jesusisthe Savior and that Hedied for
their sins? Do you think those who have dead faith don't believe in imputed righteousness? Do you
think they aren’t “resting in Christ and His saving work for us’ just like you are? Do you think they
don’t have that “simple trusting in Christ that gives us a right standing in the presence of a holy
and righteous God” like you do? If so, you have no idea what’ s happening all around you!

Today’ schurchesarefilled with peoplewho’ sfaithisdead. They believethe same thingsyou do about
justificationandimputed righteousness. They believe theteaching of today’ sEvangelica gospd, just
likeyou do. They read the Bibleand pray, just likeyou do. They listento Christian music, and to Bible
sermons, just like you do. They may even attend Pal Talk Bible studies, just like you do. They are no
different than you—except for one thing—they have no works.

The only way to tell the difference between a person who has aliving faith and the one who hasadead
faith is by the presence or absence of works. When you remove works from the definition of faith,
you have just removed the only way to judge whether or not apersonisagenuine Chrigtian. All you
areleft withistheir word, or their testimony, that they have faith. And as| said the other month, it's
impossibleto judgewhether or not someonewho saysthey believe, actudly believes, if theonly criteria
isbelief! You can’'t craw inside someone’ s head a seeif they redlly believe! There hasto be an
objective standard to measure their claim, and that standard is works.

Thisisprecisey why Jesus said: “ Beware of false prophets, which come to you in shegp's clothing,
but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know themby their fruits. Do men gather grapes
of thorns, or figs of thistles...Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them” (Matt. 7:15-16 & 20).
God has not left us at the mercy of what people say. Thereisaway to verify their claims. When the
Bibletalksabout faith, it’ stalking about more than acknowledging the truth, or trusting that something
istrue. It’ stalking about a belief that produces works. So whenever you hear ministers saying we
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should“liveby faith” or “walk by faith”, if you arewise, you will find out exactly how they are defining
faith because most of the time they are defining it asjust believing.

Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up I saac
his son on the altar? You see that faith was working with his works, and
as a result of the works, faith was perfected; and the Scripture was
fulfilled which says, " And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to
him asrighteousness," and he was called the friend of God. You see that a
man isjustified by works, and not by faith alone.

James 2:21-24 NAS

James said Abraham’ sfaith was shown to be valid by his obedience. Hisfaith wasn't vaidated by his
belief. Hisfaithwasn't validated by histrust inthat belief. Hisfaith wasn't validated by histestimony
that he believed. It was validated by what he did. It was validated when he took Isaac up that
mountain with every intention of slaying him. That’s why the Scripture says:

And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built
an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid
him on the altar upon the wood._And Abraham stretched forth his hand.
and took the knife to slay his son. And the angel of the LORD called unto
him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Heream .
And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing
unto him: for now | know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not
withheld thy son, thine only son from me.

Genesis 22:9-12

Why did the angdl say, “...now | know that thou fearest God”? Didn’t God know Abraham'’ s heart?
Didn’t God aready know that Abraham feared Him? Didn’t God know before the foundation of the
world what Abraham would do when he was commanded to day hisson?Y ou bet hedid! Theangel
sad“now | know” because on that day, Abraham’ sfaith was vaidated. On that day, Abraham became
ason of God. On that day, he became part of that overcoming remnant that will rule and reign with
Christ because on that day he relinquished the most important thing in hislife.

Our “belief” and our “trust” must be accompanied by works or they will be usdess. Unfortunately, this
isnot what’ sbeing taught. The faith that’ s being propagated today is a dead faith because according
to thosewho propagateit, it doesn’t haveto validated. It doesn’t have to be accompanied by anything
because it’ s based solely upon belief. The belief validates itself.

If youwant to seethetrue definition of faith, just turnto thefaith chapter inthe Bible, which isHebrews
eleven. There, Scriptura faith isrecounted for you again and again. Faith caused Ableto offer amore
excellent sacrifice than Cain. It caused Enoch to please God. It caused Noah to build an ark. It caused
Abraham to journey to astrange land and offer up Isaac, the child of promise. Scriptural faith caused
the parents of Mosesto hide him and it caused Moses to choose to suffer affliction with the people of
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God rather than enjoy the pleasuresof sinfor aseason. It caused Rehab to hel p the spiesescapefrom
Jericho. Scripturd faith caused some saintsto subdue kingdoms, work righteousness, obtain promises,
stop the mouths of lions, quench the violence of fire and escape the edge of the sword. It caused other
saintsto lay down their lives for God.

Thefath al these saints possessed, caused them to act upon the word God spoke. They did more than
believe God; they obeyed God. Thefaith that’ s being propagated today is not genuine faith because
works are not mandatory. The only thing that’s mandatory isthat you believe, or in the case of the
writer of thisarticle, that you trust in what you believe. Thisisadirect contradiction of what James
said, whichisthat manisnot justified by faith done. He said: “ Ye see then how that by worksa man
isjustified, and not by faith (belief) only”.

By worksaman isjustified, and NOT by faith only!
By WORKS aman isjustified, and not by faith only!

Now you know why the some of the Reformers wanted to cut the book of James out of the Bible. The
doctrine Jamestaught isadirect contradiction of the Reformation mantra—" justification by faithaone,
through grace done, through Christ done’. Theword “aone”’ was added to Biblical termsof faith and
graceto make atheological point, and the point was, works are not necessary in order to be saved.
Theterm alonewas adig and arejection of Rome’ s teaching that people had to perform Catholic
sacramentsand ritualsin order to eventually bejustified. According to Rome, justification only come
after many years of performing these prescribed rituals.

Theleaders of the Reformation saw that thiswas error. But they went too far and said that workswere
no longer necessary in the processfor justification. So when they said salvation was by “faith done”
they meant believe done. When they said by “grace done”, they meant that you have nothing to do
with being saved. It's“al of God and none of you”, from start to finish.

Sorry, but the apostles never said salvation was by faith“done’ or “grace“adone’. Asamatter of fact,
theterm “aone” isonly found seven times outside of the Gospels and none of them istalking about
justification—except for one. Would you like to take aguess which onethat is? It sthe one where
James said: “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone” (James2:17). Kind of ironic
iVt it? Thevery foundation of the Protestant Reformation wasbuilt on andenial of what Jamestaught
in hislittle epistle!

Oh yes, | know that some of the reformers, in some of their writings, said faith is “never
aone”—meaning, workswill aways accompany truefaith. But thosewritingswerelikethe back page
of anews paper, whilethe mantra, “justification by faith aone, through grace done” wasthelikethe
bold headlines of thefront page of anews paper. What most people saw wasthe headline, and the
headlinelendsitsdlf very easily to awrong interpretation of what’ sbeing said. When people saw that
headline, they automatically understood it to mean that works aren’t necessary because the whole
thrust of the Reformation wasthe doctrine of salvation by grace, plus nothing—and the plus nothing
was understood by everyone to mean plus “works’.



Thefactis, the seeds of deception were sown from the very beginning of the Reformation because they
over-reacted against Rome' s error. But the situation is much worse today than it was back then.
Today, thereisno back page of the news paper. It' sall the headline, salvation by grace, plusnothing.
It sgotten so bad that some of these fal se teachers actually try to use what Jesus said in John six to
prove that belief (mental assent) isall that’s necessary for salvation.

Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth
unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him
hath God the Father sealed. Then said they unto him,_ What shall we do,
that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them,
Thisisthe work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.

John 6:27-29

Since Jesussaid believingis*“thework of God”, some preacherstry to say believingisthe*works’ that
vaidateyour faith. And no, I’m not creating a“ straw-man”. Thereare ministerswho actudly teach this
kind of insanity. I’ vehead them. Of coursg, if believingisthe®work” that validates our faith, that would
make what James said pretty interesting, wouldn’t it—" Faith without belief is dead” ? Sorry. James
was talking about what we do when he talked about works. Thereisno way around it, you can't just
believe; you have to believe and do. Y ou can’t just trust; you have to trust and do:

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have
not works? can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and
destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be
ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things
which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it
hath not works, is dead, being alone.

James 2:14-17

Works arewhat we do, not what we believe. They are defined by Jamesin this case asfeeding and
clothing peoplewho arein need. If you have genuinefaith, you won't just believe these peoplearein
need and you won'’t trust that someone else will help them. Y ou will help them.

Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, [that’s
something we do] and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is
able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a
doer, heislike unto a man beholding his natural facein a glass: For he
beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what
manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty,
and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the
work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

James 1:21-25



It' sinteresting that almost 2000 years ago, James came against this“ by faith alone, through grace
alone” error that wefacetoday. He said, “be ye doers of theword and not hearersonly”. He said if
your faith isn’t producing works of obedience and actud righteousness, then you' re deceived. He sad
if youthink you arejustified by belief aone, or by trust done, you aredeceived. And | cantell you by
the authority of God’s Word, multitudes of people are in that deception tonight.

I”’m sure somewho hear metalking against the Reformation like thiswill conclude that | am a secret
Roman Catholic; but I’ m not. Catholicism teachesthat you must earn justification by works—and the
worksthey aretaking about are Romish sacraments. | have never said (or hinted) that we must obey
God to earn forgiveness or deserve justification. All | have ever said isthat works must accompany
truefaith. If they don’t, you' refaithisfase and dead. I’ m saying precisely what Jamessaid: “Ye see
then how that by works a man isjustified, and not by faith only”.

The Reformerswerewrong! They went too far with grace, just as the Catholics went too far with
works. We' renot Catholics; but neither arewe Protestants. We' re part of astream of brethren who
were never part of Rome or the Reformation. If you think I'm preaching heresy; if you want to cal me
alegdig, or aCathoalic, or acult leader and drag meto astake and burn me, that’ sfine. But you' Il have
to burn the book of James aong with me becausehe said if you don’t have works, your faith is dead
and your justification isworthless! He said we are NOT justified by faith alone!

What makesall thisso confusing to theaverage“ Joe” tting in the pew isthat many of the peoplewho
preach John Calvin’ sgospd, till encouragerighteousliving and obedience. But even though they may
encourage these things, they can’t demand them or require them because of their view of judtification.
Ask them how we arejustified and every one of them will tell you the same exact thing—we are
justified by what we believe, not by what wedo. Well, if we arejustified by what we believe and not
by anything we do, that meansthe only thing that’ srequired in order to be judtified isthat we believe.
Worksmay be encouraged, but they cannot berequired. If they are, you havejust trashed your whole
doctrine of justification by belief alone.

The problem al these ministersfaceisthat they haveto encourage God' s people produce works, but
the very foundation of their belief system doesn’t require works—it only requiresbelief. On the one
hand, they know they must encourage peopleto have the“works’ that accompany truefaith. But on
the other hand, their doctrine of judtification—uwhich requires no works—annuls the necessity of workd

The only way they can ded with thisglaring contradictionisto tell the people they should have works.
Aslong asyou only tell them they should haveworks, everything will befine. But if you ever tell them
the truth—which isthat they must have works or their justification isworthless, you' Il fry their brains
because dl their Chrigtian livesthey have been programed to think that justification isbased solely on
what they believe, not on anything they do.

Aslong asthe debate is kept in the realm of what we should do, the contradictionsthat are inherent
of Calvin’sgospd won't cause aproblem. One of the reasons people don’t like meisbecausel”m
awaysmoving theissueout of their comfort zone and asking what wemust do. Isobeying God (having
works) mandatory? Do we haveto obey God (have works) in order to be justified? When | say Yes,
people go bananas and start screaming legalism! Catholicism! Religious cult! Heretic!
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It redly isatheologicd three-ring circus out there. Most of today’ s preachers and scholarswould agree
that obedience and righteous living can and does provide assurance that a person is saved. But very
few of them are able to concede that the lack of these thingsis proof that one isnot saved because
intheir view, you don’t haveto have these thingsin order to be saved (justified). The doctrineis, we
are justified by belief alone.

Are you getting the picture yet?

When someone hasthe audacity to suggest that believing (or “trusting”) isn’t enough to save usor keep
ussaved, most of today’ s Protestant Christianswill immediately write you off asaheretic. Whenyou
tell them there must be evidencethat their faith isred, and that evidenceiswhat you do (not what you
believe), they gointo orbit and start accusing you of adding worksto grace, of trying to be saved by
works, of trying to establish your own righteousnessand dl therest of it. They say: “Hey; I’'mjusdtified
by faith, not by anything | do or fail to do. If | have to do anything to be saved or remain saved,
that’ s the same as earning justification”.

Asl’ve said before, we can make the Bible say anything we want, aslong aswe don’'t have to make
our doctrinesfit the whole counsel of Scripture. Thisideathat justification isby belief alone, and
therefore works are not necessary, won't stand the whole counsdl of the Scripture. We are told to
judge whether or not we are genuine believers by examining what we do:

For | am afraid that when | come | may not find you as | want you to be,
and you may not find me as you want me to be. | fear that there may be
qguarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip,
arrogance and disorder. | am afraid that when | come again my God will
humble me before you, and | will be grieved over many who have sinned
earlier and have not repented of theimpurity, sexual sin and debauchery
in which they have indulged. . .Thiswill be my third visit to you. "Every
matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.” |
already gave you a warning when | was with you the second time. | now
repeat it while absent: On my return | will not spare those who sinned
earlier or any of the others, since you are demanding proof that Christ is
speaking through me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful
among you. For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by
God's power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God's power we will live
with him to serve you. Examine yourselves to see whether you arein the
faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesusisin you-- unless,
of course, you fail the test?

I1. Corinthians 12:20-13:5 NIV

Paul told the Corinthiansto examine themsel vesto make surethey weretrue believers. Why? Because
many of them were practicing sin with no sign of repentance. He said when he arrived at Corinth, he
would be grieved over many who had sinned and had not repented of the impurity, sexual sin and
debauchery inwhichthey haveindulged. Hesaid that when he got there, hewas't going to sparethose
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who had sinned, or the oneswho are now sinning. Then he said: Examine yourselvesto see whether
you areinthefaith. Thereason Paul told them to examine themselvesis precisaly because they were
not living and acting like regenerated people. They wereliving and acting like theunsaved Corinthians
around them. Practicing sin, and having no remorsefor that sin or repentancefor that sin, isabad sign.

Paul wasn't telling them to make sure they till believed in Jesus—they till believed in Jesus. Neither
was hetelling them to make sure they till believed the gospel—they till believed the gospd. Hewas
telling them to check the fruit! He wastelling them to seeif their faith was producing the kind of
“works’ aliving faith produces. Hewastelling them to examinethemsel vesto seeif they were actually
in the faith by looking very carefully at what they were doing and how they were living.

But thisisunacceptableaccording to the Evangelical doctrineof justification by faith becauseaccording
to that doctrine, there doesn’t haveto beany fruit. We renot justified by fruit; we rejudtified by belief.
Thebottomlineis, their view of judtification demandsthe only yard stick they can useto judge whether
or not apersonisaChristianisbelief, because belief isthe only requirement for justification. Anyone
who requires fruit or works as evidence is contradicting his own theology.

Thisisthekind of confusion that resultsfrom ignoring the words of James. God inspired that manto
writewhat hedid for areason. What he said about being justified by works, aswell as by faith, was
meant to keep people from doing what they have done—which isremove the need for works from the
process of judtification. When you removeworks, and you say judtification isby belief alone, you have
not only perverted one of thefirst principlesof Christ, you have madeit impossibleto judgewhoisand
whoisn't abeliever. What Jameswroteisthe only way to properly balance theissue of justification.

One of themany bad fruitsthiskind of error producesisfalsesecurity. | mean, if the only thing that’s
required to be saved (justified) isthat we believe, then not only do repentance and obedience become
optiond, sin becomes anon-issue. Aslong asyou keep believing, they say, the imputed righteousness
of Christ automatically takes care of your sin.

Naturaly, thiswholeideagrates against the conscience and the spirit of the sincere believer because
heunderstandsit goesdirectly against the teaching of the entire New Testament regarding sin. But
when hebeginsto questionit, he' ssilenced very quickly by thoseinauthority, whoimmediately accuse
him of trying to be saved by hisown works. “ You are saved (justified) by what you believe”, they
say, “not by anything you do or fail to do! If you think anything you do can affect your right
standing with God, then you are basing your justification on works and not on faith.”

WEell, that’ s a pretty persuasive argument for most believers. They have no answer for it and they
certainly don’'t want to be guilty of trying to earn salvation! Who would? So they sit down and shut up.
And after awhile, their conscience doesn’'t bother them anymore. After awhile, their spiritisn’t agitated
anymore. After awhile, they areat peace. But they are a so deceived because they have chosen to
listen to men, rather than their own conscience or the Spirit of God in them.

I’ sdangerousto follow religious|eaders and teachersthese days because many of them arewalking
inreligious confusion, and that confusion makesthem dangerous peopl e because they preach truth and
error inthe samebreath. They giveslip serviceto thefact that faith must have works; but then they turn

10



around and say: “We arejustified by what we believe, not by anythingwedo”. A few of them even
givelip serviceto thefact that a Christian can belost; but then they turn around and say: “If you think
anything you do can affect your right standing with God, you're basing your justification on
worksand not onfaith.” That' s double-talk, my friends. That’ s deception and religious confusion; and
the vast magjority of today’ sreligious leaders are caught up in it.

One Bibleteacher, who you are dl familiar with and who propagatesthis error, did a study recently
inwhich hetried to explain why justification isby belief alone. He started his study out by asking the
following questions. “ On what basis do you measure your righteousness?’ “How do you measureyour
right standing with God?’ “On what basis do you think your are righteous?’

Hewent on to say how everyoneistrying to attain aright standing with God through good deeds or
by obeying thelaw. At firgt, it sounds like he' s asking how we think were saved or justified initidly. |
mean, if someone asked how you think you were*“ made right with God”, you would probably assume
he was asking you how you think you were saved.

But that’ snot really what he sasking. He' scombining our position asasinner beforewewerejudtified,
and our position as God' s child after we have been judtified. When he asks how we measure our right
gtanding with God, he' snot just asking how we wereinitialy forgiven and judtified. He' salso taking
about our current standing with God. Sothequestion he' sredlly askingis. “ AsaChristian, do you think
your current slanding with God isbased on what you do in someform or fashion; or isit based onfaith
inthe Lord Jesus Christ alone, and nothing else? The point of his message wasthat belief aloneis
basisfor our justification. If we base our justification on anything we do, we arein deception. During
his presentation, he made some very interesting statements. He says.

“The righteousness that God seeks...is based on one thing, and that is faith in Jesus
Christ. Believing that Jesus’ sacrifice cleanses you and gives you right standing
with God. Anything else you want to base your righteousness on, or your standing with
God on, is a deception, and it's false. Anything. See, we have to check ourselves. Paul
said examine yourselves, make sure your in faith. Make sure you’re not relying on
anything else [other than believing Jesus’ sacrifice cleanses you and gives you right
standing with God]. Make sure you're not basing your righteousness on anything else
but the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Do you see this? Do you see the
deception in this, in the idea of, how our flesh is always trying to pull us away from simply
believing?”

These statements demonstrates how warped thisteacher’ sview isbecause he' simposing atotally
foreign meaning on what Paul said to the Corinthians about examining themselves. He strying to say
that Paul wastelling them to examine themsel ves and be sure they weren't trusting in anything other
than belief for justification. That’'s pure nonsense. Paul was telling the Corinthians to examine
themselves because they were behaving like unregenerated pagans! And how were they to examine
themselves? What are they supposed to look at? What are they supposed to be judging?

They wereto examinethefruit they were producing. They wereto examinetheir works. They were
to examinewhat they were doing. The question was't whether they were basing their justification on
belief or works. They were still basing their justification on belief—that was part of the problem! They
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were acting in aperfectly consistent and logical manner with regardsto the justification by faith
alone, through gracealone” error. If belief isthe only requirement for justification, then what we do
doesn't redly matter! If you are justified by what you believe alone, then it doesn’t matter how you
live. They figured that aslong asthey bdieved Jesus sacrifice deansesyou and givesyou right sanding
with God, it didn’t matter if they involved themselvesin wickedness.

The question was not whether they were basing their justification on faith or onworks. The question
waswhether their belief was aliving faith or adead faith. The question waswhether their belief was
producing works—and that question could only be determined by examining their deeds, not by
examining their belief. Here' s another interesting quote from this guy’ s study. He says:

“If you are counting on anything other than the righteousness of Christ in your life—24
hours a day, seven days a week, no matter what you've done, no matter where you've
been, no matter how you feel—it doesn’t matter, your are still in right standing with God,
if you will believe, by faith that Christ’s blood cleanses you from all your sins.”

He saysno matter what you’ ve done, your justification issecure aslong as you will believe, by faith
that Christ’ sblood cleansesyou from all your sins. Notice that he didn’t say anything about the need
for repentancein order to have your sins cleansed. Just keep believing. That alone should makeared
flag go up inyour spirit. | would imaginethe phrase, “no matter what you' ve done” would include
sinning, wouldn’t you? So no matter what kind of sin you have committed (and maybe not even
repented of ), if you will just continueto believethat the blood of Jesusautomatically cleansesyou from
al your sin, your right standing with God won'’t be affected. If you think that’ sthe gospel Jesusand the
gpostles preached, | fed sorry for you because you arein for avery rude awakening on judgement day.
Just one more quote. He says:

“Every attempt to reach God outside of faith in Christ Jesus, is based on some type of self-
justification. This is why God choose faith. This is why God choose that we must be
justified by faith alone, through Christ alone._Because if there’s anything added to that
it's works. Our flesh will glory in it. Our flesh will take credit and think that God owes us
something because if it's works, it means wages. If it's not works, then yea, it is a qift. And
there’s nothing you can do to earn it. And there’s nothing you did to deserve it. And
frankly, there’s nothing you can do to keep it going except continue to believe that
God is working in your life and in your heart.”

Notice the Reformation mantra: “ by faith done through Christ done’. Regarding judtification, he says
thereisnothing we can do to earniit; thereis nothing we can do to deserveit; and there' s nothing we
candotokeepit going. Well, theflip sde of that isthereisaso nothing wecan do to stop it either. If
there snothing wecan do (or fail to do) to maintain our current standing before God (other than keep
believing), then it’ salso true there’ snothing we can do (or fail to do) to endanger our current standing
before God (other than to stop believing). The bottom lineis, aslong as you keep believing, you will
beeternaly secure. Y ouremainjustified regardless of what you do (including sinning); and if you think
anything you do (including sinning) can affect your judtification, that meansyou' re trugsting is something
other than faith to be justified.
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Now, this Bibleteacher will swear up and down that he does not teach Eternd Security. But either he's
aliar, or he' sjust too ignorant to understand the ramifications of what he' s teaching. When you tell
people—if they think anything they do (or fal to do) can affect their right standing with God, they are
basing their justification on works and not on faith—you ARE preaching Eternal Security.

Asl said the other week, today’ s ministerstry to makejudtification thewhole ball of wax. They may
talk about thingsthat have to do with sanctification; they may even talk about being sanctified, but it's
all confusion because they think justification hasalready sanctified us and made us worthy of the
kingdom. Thefactis, they havejustification and sanctification confused. Justificationisalegd satethat
God providesfor uswhilewe are being sanctified. Judtificationisnot the god ; sanctificationisthegod.
Justification is not sanctification and it never will be the same.

Jugtification isimputed righteousness. Sanctificationisactual righteousness. Thereisavast difference
between thesetwo kinds of righteousness. Imputed righteousnessis something that isascribed to our
accountslegdly and doesnat, in an of itself, make usrighteousin our actions. God can ascribe (impute)
the righteousness of Jesus Christ to any person at any time. But actual righteousness, whichis
sanctification, is spiritual fruit, and it must be worked in an individual’slife.

Producing fruit isaprocess—both in the natural and the spiritual realm—and it takestime. Impute
righteousness can be gpplied ingtantly to a person’slife. A person can be very wicked, yet il receive
forgiveness and the imputed righteousness of Jesusin amoment. But aslong asthat individua’s
character remains unchanged, hisdeedswill never change. Though he standsjustified and forgiven, he
will continue to produce the fruit of iniquity. Fruit is not what we believe. Fruit is what we do.

Though the Scripture talks about imputed righteousnessin many places—particulary in the books of
Romansand Galatians—theemphasisof the Bibleasawholeison actual righteousbehavior and godly
living. Sadly, asaresult of listening to Calvin' sfa seteachings, most of today’ sministershavereversed
theemphasisin our day, so that most preaching remainscentered on justification. Godly lifestylesare
encouraged, but they are not presented as being absol utely necessary to be saved. Theattitudeis, we
should liverighteoudly, but if we cannot (or will not), it’ sno big deal becausewe are saved (justified)
by what we believe, not by what we do.

However, when you redizethat God'sgoal isto have Hisrighteous nature manifested through how we
live and by what we do, the absurdity of making imputed righteousness—which isaninvisible lega
state—the focus of salvation isobvious. God' s purpose has aways been to bring His own righteous
character forth in the earth, through the lives of His people. God isn't looking for imputed righteousness.
He' slooking for actual, tangible, visible righteousness

For Zion'ssake | will not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake | will not
rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. And the Gentiles (nations) shall
see thy righteousness, and all the kingsthy glory: and thou shalt be called
by a new name which the mouth of the Lord shall name.

Isaiah 62:1-2

13



For asthe earth brings forth its bud, As the garden causes things that are
sown in it to spring forth, So the Lord God will cause righteousness and
praiseto spring forth before all nations.

Isaiah 61:11 NKJV

Why is God looking for actua righteousness? Firgt of al, becauseit bringsHim glory. Jesussad: “ Let
your light (conduct) so shine before men that they will see your good works and glorify your
Father whichisin heaven” (Matt. 5:16). Please notice that Jesus said Y OUR light and Y OUR good
works, not the light and good worksof “ Christ inyou”; or thelight and good works of the Holy Spirit.

Imputed righteousnessisinvisible; no onecan seeit! Only actua righteousness can be seen. Isaiah sad
the Lord ismaking “trees of righteousness’ that “he might be glorified” (1sa. 61:3). Paul told the
Philippian believersthat he prayed they would be: “...filled with the fruits of righteousness...to the
gloryand praiseof God” (Phil. 1:9-11). Unlike imputed righteousness, actual righteousnessmust be
workedinour lives. It' saprocessthat involves chastening and discipline, sometimes severediscipline.
So thething that is nearest and dearest to God' s heart—which isthat His people possess and manifest
His nature in the earth—can only be accomplished by judgment. Only the chastening and correction
of the Spirit of God can produce that fruit.

The Scripture saysthe Kingdom of God is (actual) righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost
(Rom. 14:17). It says we must seek first that kingdom and that righteousness (Mait. 6:33). And it says
we enter that kingdom and righteousness through much tribulation (Acts 14:22). This means actual
righteousnessisnot aninvisiblelega date. It'sapossession that must be acquired and it’s acquired
through tribulation. It takes tribulation and chastening to convert or change us from self-centered
creatures to God-centered creatures. God islooking for actua righteous behavior and that behavior
can never be imputed, either now or later in heaven.

God ishbringing forth righteousnessin the earth. Sincethe Churchisthelight of the world and the only
real threat to Satan's kingdom, he hasfocused his attack on trying to keep usfrom coming forthin
righteousness. If he can get usto be comfortable living in an unrighteous state, he has succeeded in
putting out our light. Thisisthe purpose of the“free grace’ message and the“ by faith aone, through
graceaone” error. These messages do not demand actual righteousness. They may encourageit at
times—and even thisis becoming increasingly rare—but they don’t require it.

Satan’ s not stupid. He knows the nature of man very well. He knows that with few exceptions, people
will aways take the path of least resistence. He knows that if you offer them a choice between a
gospel that demandsactual righteousness and onethat only encourages actud righteousness, thevast
majority of themwill pick thelatter—and they will never comeforthinactual righteousness because
they don’t haveto. Heaso knowsthat if you keep telling them they can never be righteousthemselves
because only God is righteous, this too will keep them from coming forth in righteousness.

Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness
which isin the law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, those |
counted lossfor Christ. Yea doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the
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excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom | have
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win
Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which
is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by faith:

Philippians 3:6-14

| talked about thislast week, but et me give you one more quick illustration of how this skewed view
of righteousness affectsus. | promise you that most of thosewho read this passage misunderstand what
Paul said because of what they have been taught about righteousness. He said he was blamelesswhen
it came to obeying the Law. That means, he had a righteousness of his own. He earned that
righteousness by hisfanatica obedienceto God's Law. That righteousness was his righteousness. But
he said he didn’t want to be found with hisown righteousness, which is according to the Law. He
wanted to be found with the righteousness of Jesus, which comes through faith in Jesus.

Now, your Evangelical/Calvinist minister will tell you that Paul realized he could never havehisown
righteousness, so herelied on the righteousness of Jesus. Thisisonly half thetruth. Y es, Paul would
haveto rely on Jesus, aswe al do to make himrighteous! Not make “ Christ in him” righteous. But
make HIM righteous. But thisis not the way most people interpret Paul’ swords. Instead, they impose
Calvin'slies on what Paul actually said.

What Paul saidwas, he didn’t want to be found with hisown righteousnesswhich camefrom the L aw.
Hedidn't say he didn’t wanted to be found with his own righteousness which comesfrom Christ. The
issuefor Paul waswher e the righteousness was coming from, not who ownsit. Unfortunately, the
leaders of Church World don’t believe the righteousness of Christ will ever beyour righteousness
because according to their doctrine, Jesuswill never give you Hisrighteousness. Hewill never actudly
make you righteous. Hewill only share Hisrighteousnesswith “ Christ inyou” . Aslong asyou stay out
of theway (diedaily), Hisrighteousnesswill be manifested through “ Christinyou” . But you will never
actually be made righteous. If you were, you would have your own righteousness.

Likel sadlast week, you remain awicked vessd inthe eyes of most of today’ s minigters, even though
you were supposed to have been raised anew creature. So intheir minds, Paul wasn't just saying he
didn’t want to be found with his own righteousness which comes from the Law; hewas saying hedidn’t
his own righteousness at al—period. Theterm “hisown” isautomatically demonized becauseit’ sa
reference to you—the person—and “you” remain wicked. Thereisnonew you intheir minds. There
isonly theold you. Y ou'renot redlly anew creaturein their minds; thenew crestureis* Christinyou’.
You aredtill theold creature and God will never share Hisrighteousness with the old creation. He'll
only share it with new creation (Christ in you).

It shard for usto redlly understand what Calvin' sfal se teaching has done to the truth of becoming a
new creature. We have been programmed for over 500 yearsto recoil at the very thought of having
our own righteousness because the term “my own righteousness’ has been defined as something evil.
WEe ve been told not only ishaving our own righteousness bad, bad, bad; even the desire to have our
own righteousnessis bad, bad, bad. Thiswholeideamay sound spiritua, but it turnsugly when you
get down to the nitty gritty of just who is being redeemed and who is being changed.
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And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

Romans 8:28-29

But we all, with open face beholding asin a glassthe glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord.

[1. Corinthians 3:18

| have aquestion for those who think 1 may be pushing the theologica envelope here. Paul said God's
eect (ie thosewhom heforeknew) were predestined to be* conformed to theimage of hisSon”. Well,
exactly who isbeing conformed to theimage of Jesus? Do you think “ Christ inyou” is being conformed
to that image?If so, you don't understand that “ Christinyou” isGod. Well then, isit your “old man”
or your “flesh nature” that’s being conformed to the image of Jesus? That’s not even possible.

Wil exactly who is being conformed to the image of Jesus? Who' s being “ changed into that same
image’ from glory to glory?1f it'snot Chrigt inyou, and it' s not your flesh (your old man), it hasto be
you. Y ou are being made anew creature! And do you think this new creature, who bears the image
of Jesus, is still wicked? Will the image of Jesus be wicked? That’ s preposterous!

The new creature is righteous. Moreover, that righteousnessisit’s own righteousness. It' s the
righteousness of Chrigt, but it belongsto the new creature. Do you know why? Because Paul said the
new creation man is CREATED in righteousness. “And that ye put on the new man, which after
God is created in righteousness and true holiness (Eph. 4:24). The new man is created in
righteousness! Thereis nothing wicked in the new man! The new man hasit’s own righteousness
because it is created in righteousness.

The ministers who say we can never have our own righteousness, and who tell uswe must settlefor
having the imputed righteousness of Christ, are doing Satan’ s bidding for him. They are actively
working against the kingdom of God because they are helping the enemy to keep believersin a
perpetual state of unrighteousness.

It'savery sad Situation because these people are convinced they’ re protecting the glory of God.
They’ re convinced they’ re exposing and thwarting the flesh’ s attempt to steal God'sglory. They're
convinced they’ re preaching the gospel Jesus and Paul preached. They’ re convinced they’ re* resting
in Christ and Hissaving work” for them and that they have a“ simpletrust in Christ that gives us
aright standing ”. They’ll certainly be shocked when they find out they have been deceived!
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