THE DANGER OF UNCLEAN SPIRITS
PART ONE

For theleaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of themare
destroyed.
|saiah 9:16

Tonight I’m going to talk about something that’ snot only unpopular and unpleasant, but at timesit’ sdownright
scary. We're going to look at the redlity, the work, and the danger of unclean spirits. I'll have to finish this
message next week becausetonight I’ m smply going to lay someimportant ground work regarding the subject.
| will beusing theterm “unclean” spiritsingtead of demonsbecause | wantto highlight the that they are spiritudly
unclean. There’ s no difference between the actual termswe use to describe these spirits. Unclean spiritsare
demon spirits or evil spirits.

Even thoughtheredlity and work of unclean spiritsisasomewhat unsettling subject, learning how to recognize
them, and understanding what they are capable of doing in your life, isvery important. Y ou can't possibly defeat
an enemy you don’t know how to recognize—and thefact is, we must defeat the works of these spiritsin our
lives. Defeating them isnot an option. They have declared an eternal war on usand they are actively seeking to
destroy usevery moment of every day. A war has been declared on you and | and thereis nothing we can do to
stop that war, or get away from it, or make peace with the enemy. We only havetwo choices. Either wewill learn
how to recogni ze them and conquer them, or we will stick our headsin the sand and deny what’ s happening—in
which case they will conquer us.

Spiritud warfareisaskill that must belearned, just as natural warfareisaskill that must be learned. As amatter
of fact, where do you think mankind has gotten his knowledge and wisdom regarding the art of natural war to
begin with? We have been taught the principles and tactics of natural warfare from Satan. One of the most
important strategiesin any war isto confuse the enemy by keeping your actua strength concealed. Thelessthe
enemy knows about your strengths and how you operate, the harder it isfor him to defeat you. Therefore, one
of Satan’ s primary tactics has been to keep us confused and ignorant regarding how he operates and what heis
capable of doing.

Many of God' s people have been, and continue to be, hindered and defeated by unclean spirits because religious
leaders“causethemto err” inthisareaof truth. They cause them to err because they teach them all kinds of
doctrineswhich negate the possibility of a Christian being hurt or destroyed by spirits. Many peoplewho listen
to these deluded leaders “are destroyed” by this error.

Thereason | teach about unclean spiritsis becausewe must overcome them, and we' re not going to overcome
them if we don’t know how to recognize them or understand what they are capable of doing in our lives. My
purposein speaking of thesethingsisnot to createfear in people or exat the power of the enemy—though | am
often accused of exactly that. My purpose is to equip the saints so they can defeat their enemy. Are you
concerned about the glory of God? Then understand that you are not bringing any glory to God by alowing
yoursdlf to be defeated by His enemy, which Jesus defeated 2000 years ago. If you want to glorify your Father,
then learn to walk in the victory Jesus has made available for you. The Lord didn't defeat Satan so you wouldn’t
have to defeat him yourself. He defeated Satan so you could receive the power and the wisdom you need to
defeat him yourself! If we don’t defeat him ourselves, we will bring disgrace (not honor) to our King!
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Whenever | try to warn peoplethat unclean spirits can decelve them and even destroy them, right away I’ m faced
with awholerange of argumentsthat preclude such apossibility. People aretaught they areeternaly secure. So
naturaly, they don't think anything can destroy them, including unclean spirits. They are dso taught that a Chrigtian
can't “have’ an unclean spirit because: (1) accepting the gospd drivesthem al out; and (2) the Holy Spirit cannot
dwell inthe same vessd an unclean spirit dwellsin. They aretaught that Jesus defested all these spiritsat Calvary,
therefore, we don’t have to defeat them ourselves. They aretaught that God loves them too much to let an spirits
destroy them. They aretaught that God istota ly responsible to keep them safefrom spirits. They aretaught that
because Godis sovereign and He chose to save them, nothing (including unclean spirits) can thwart His purposes
concerning us. They are taught that because salvation is by grace alone, that grace will keep us from being
deceived or destroyed by unclean spirits.

There areliterally dozens of doctrines being taught to God’ s people which preclude the possibility of unclean
spirits being able to touch them, deceive them, harm them, or destroy them. Each of these doctrines, in and of
themsdlves, aredangerousbecause any one of them can put youinto astate of fal se security and spiritua unredlity.
But when people go to church and hear al of these errors combined and presented in various different ways,
week in and week out, they form afoundation in aperson’slife which isnot only unscriptural but extremely
dangerous. Each oneof theseerrorsarelike spiritud “bricks’ which, when joined together, formaspiritud “wall”
of error that the truth simply cannot penetrate.

When you try to warn people who have been taught al this error that unclean spirits are real, that they have
declared war on them, and that they have the ability to deceive them and even destroy them, such awarning fals
on deaf ears. It does not compute. They can’t hear it or receive it becauseit goes againgt all the error they have
been taught—error which has becomethe very foundation of their spiritua life. The only way they will ever be
abletoredly hear thetruthisif you spend alot of time with them, tearing down that “wall” of deception, brick
by brick. Thisispart of what | have been doing inthischat room for the last two years. I’ ve been exposing each
one of these “bricks’ asthe error it is, so people can really hear the trumpet I’ m blowing.

Unfortunately, most peoplewon'’t stick around long enough to havethat “wall” torn down. Y ou may pull abrick
or two out, but soon enough they will realize what you are doing and they will drop you like ahot potato. They
have no intention of |etting go of the doctrines that make them feel secure. They have no intention of accepting
morerespongbility for their own salvation or spiritud safety. They haveno desireto facetheredlity of invisible
beings who are seeking to destroy them. Such aredlity is much too unsettling, even frightening. They want to
believe God istotdly responsibleto keep them safe. They want to believe that because Jesus defeated every spirit
a Cavary, they don’t haveto defeat them. When they redlize you are leading them away from the (false) security
they have found in all these errors, they run for the door and they don’t look back!

Thefirs thing | want to look at with regardsto these spiritsisthefact that they are® unclean”; and what that means
for New Testament believers. Under the Old Covenant, people could not be made completely “clean” in actua
experience, on theinsde. They could have their ansforgiven, they could be judtified, and they could recelve the
imputed righteousness of Chrigt, just likewe do. Also, they could walk in human righteousness. In fact, God
demanded that His peoplewak in righteousness! He blessed them and honored them when they did walk in that
kind of righteousness. However, in order to be made spiritualy clean on theinsde, in actua experience; in order
to be ableto possessand manifest God' s perfect righteousness, a person must be regenerated and have the Holy
Spirit dwelling within him. That’ swhy the Old Covenant wasn'’t sufficient to bring usto perfection and aNew
Covenant had to be established.
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The* cleanness’ God demanded of those under the Old Covenant was an external spiritual cleanness. Thiswas
what the Law was all about. That wasit's purpose—to make and keep the people of Isradl spiritualy “clean”.
Thisiswhy they had “clean” and “ unclean” food. The animals, in and of themselves, were not spiritually clean
or unclean. Thisismade clear in the New Testament. Under the New Covenant, thereis no clean and unclean
meat. Go back and look at the versesin the Old Testament where God tells the people which mest is clean and
unclean, and you will noticethat every singletime He said acertain animal isclean or unclean, Hesaid it would
be clean or unclean“to you” . He didn't say the animaswere piritualy clean or uncleanin and of themsdves. He
simply made certain animals clean and unclean to Isreal.

Y ou read inthe Law where people are made * unclean” by touching certain things (like dead bodies), or by egting
certain foods, or by not adhering to certain Hebrew social customsand religiousrituas, or by sinning. They
couldn’t wear garmentswith mixed threads, likewool and linen. They couldn’t mix certain kinds of seedsintheir
gardens. Everything in the Law—including the mora code—was designed to make the people of Isradl different
and unique. It was designed to make them ahuman reflection of God' sjustice, righteousnessand mercy. It was
designed to make the spiritually clean through obedience to external commandments. The concept of being
“clean” and walking “clean” before God was deeply ingrained in the calling and purpose of Isradl.

When you get into the New Covenant, spiritud cleanlinessisdtill avita aspect of being God' schosen people, just
asit was under the Old Covenant; but the cleanliness God requires now isan inner cleanliness because the Holy
Spiritscomesto liveinside of us. Thefocus shiftsfrom walking in external spiritual cleanlinessasaresult of
obeyingtheexterna commandmentsof Moses, towakingininterna cleanlinessasaresult of obeying theinterna
commandments of the Holy Spirit. But the need to be clean and walk clean before God does not change at all.
Thisiswhy you find the following kinds of statementsin the New Testament:

For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man,
who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
Ephesians 5:5

If you want to be part of God's“chosen people”’ you must be spiritudly “clean” and walk a clean walk before
Him. Unfortunately, the people who have accepted today’ s Antichrist gospel can't possibly understand or believe
thistruth. When Paul said an *“unclean” person—that is, and unclean Christian—uwill not inherit the kingdom of
God; that does not computefor the average Christian. Theonly thing they can say is: how’ sthat possible? How
can abdiever be unclean? Didn't the blood of Jesus make us spiritualy “clean” when we were born again? And
doesn’'t theimputed righteousness of Jesus keep us spiritually clean? Most of today’ s Christiansjust assume,
because of dl the error they aretaught, that they are made clean and kept clean by virtue of their faith in Christ.
If this were the case, then what Paul said to the believersin Corinth would make no sense:

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel ? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the temple of theliving God; as God hath said, | will dwell in them, and
walk in them; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore
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come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and | will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

[1. Corinthians 6:14-18

“Beye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers’, said Paul. Thereisnoway around the fact that heis
addressing genuine Chrigtiansin this passage. He certainly would not betdlling “professng” (fake) Christiansto
not be yoked with unbelievers. That would be like telling two unbeliever s not to be yoked together. God was
speaking through Paul and telling the believersin that church that if they would touch not “unclean thing”, He
would receive them and be a Father to them.

But wait aminute! | thought God was already our Father (if we are really born again). Why is Hetelling
ChrigtiansHe will betheir Father if they touch not the“unclean” thing? The reason He said that is because there
isalevd of rdationship with God that isonly available to those who will (asbelievers) walk “ clean” before Him.
Thecleaner your walk is, the moreintimate arelationship you can have with the Father. Unfortunately, because
of al the false doctrine people are being taught, they are missing this deeper union with God because they are
spiritually “unclean” and He is not receiving them (into that deeper union).

Many of today’ s Christians are spiritually unclean because they have been taught that sincethey are saved by
belief alone, and since nothing they do or fail to do can make them any better or worsein God’ s eyes—our
standing with God isbased solely on theimputed righteousness of Chrigt, isit not?. Sincethisiswhat they have
been taught, they involve themselvesin al kinds of things that have made them unclean before God. They don't
redizeit' sGod swill that we not be involved with anything that is spiritualy unclean—and thiswould certainly
include unclean spirits.

And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power
against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and
all manner of disease.

Matthew 10:1

When referring to demons, the Gospelsrepeetedly cal them “unclean” spirits. They are unclean becausethey are
evil. They are unclean because they are wicked. Just as we are not to be unequally yoked with people who are
evil (ie unsaved), likewise, we are not to be involved with spiritsthat are evil. The problemis, many preachers
and Bible teachers (both ingde and outsde the system) aretelling God' s people these unclean spirits can't touch
them, can’t defilethem, can’t deceivethem, and certainly can’t destroy them. They have come up with al kinds
of doctrinesto convince people that once they become a Christian, they can no longer have to worry about
becoming involved with, or made unclean by, unclean spirits.

That’ s precisaly what Satan wants you to believe. Satan wants you to believe unclean spirits can't touch you. He
wantsyou believeyou can't becomeinvolved with, or be affected by, spirits. He wantsyou to believeyou can't
possibly bemade* unclean” by them. Hewantsyou to believeyou areautomaticaly protected fromthem by virtue
of recelving theimputed righteousness of Christ. Satan wantsyou to believe that Jesus defeated dl these unclean
spiritsfor you at Calvary, so you don’t have to defeat them yourself. He wants you believe al these lies, and
more, becausehe knowsif you do, those spiritswill be ableto move and work inyour lifeundetected. If you're
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not even looking for the enemy, you' Il certainly never recognize him—and neither will you ever defeat him. That's
the point; that’ stheplan; that’ sthe purposefor al these fa se doctrines. Those spiritswant to entangle themselves
in your life without you realizing it. They want to make you spiritually unclean.

But making usspiritualy uncleanisnot al these spiritswant. They eventudly want to completely destroy us—and
they will destroy usif welet them work in our lives, undetected. If we don't learn how to recognize and defeat
them, wewill end in deception and we could even end up lost. Thisisapossibility the enemy doesn't even want
uscongdering. Hewantsusto livein ardigiousfantasy world where God does everything for us, including making
surewe aren't decalved or logt. In order to get usinto that kind of afantasy world, he has convinced many of the
religious|eaderswefollow that he can't hurt us. Thoseleadershave, inturn, deceived the vast mgjority of uswith
that same lie—and it islie my friends, regardless of how it’s packaged or who's propagating it.

Preachersand Bible teacherswho have been seduced by these spirits approach the issue of demons differently.
Some of them come right out and deny the possibility of a Christian having an unclean spirit, or being hurt by
gpirits. They will say: “God isholy. He stoo holy to dwell in the samevessdl an unclean spiritisdwdling in”. Wl
that’ s pretty funny because these same ministers have no problem believing Jesus can dwell with evil. They have
no problem believing Jesuscan dwell inaheart that’ sstill * desperately wicked and deceitful aboveall things’!
They aso have no problem beieving aholy God will dwell in the same vessel where“sin” dwels. Helo? Weadl
dill havea“sin nature’” and that nature iswicked. It hates God and refuses to obey Him. So how can aholy God
dwell in the same vessel awicked and hostile sin nature resides in?

Oh, andlet’ snot forget the“ It’ sall of God and none of you™ doctrine. Remember, we' reall just “ sinners, saved
by grace”, right? We're not righteous—only “Christ in us’ is righteous. We're still wicked. We have no
righteousness of our own and we never will. Evenif weliverighteoudy, it’sjust “Christ in us” whoisliving
righteoudy. We ourselvesarestill wicked. If weever actualy becamerighteous, wewould be stedling the glory
from God. We would be establishing our own righteousness. We would be justified by works and not by faith.
So that being the case, naturally, there’ sstill alot of unrighteousnessresiding inthesevessals. Y et, the same
peoplewho tell uswewill never be righteous and that our hearts are still desperately wicked, have no problem
believing aholy God can dwell in such wicked vesselsl They believe God can dwdll in vessdswheredl kinds
of sin and unrighteousness resides, but He can’t possibly dwell in avessel that has an unclean spirit!

They also say that when aperson acceptsthe gospel andissaved, al theunclean spiritsareautomaticaly driven
out of hislife. Well, it that’ sthe case, then why did Jesus bother to give us power to cast out spirits? Why did He
say thefirst sgn of thosewho believed on Him would bethe power to cast out unclean spirits? Who needs power
to cast those unclean spirits out when simply accepting the gospel cast’s them all out?

Others ministerswho are under this delusion take amore deceptive approach. They don’t comeright out and
deny the possibility of aChristian having an unclean spirit. What they doisbadcaly ignore the battlewe must fight
againgt unclean spiritsand continualy emphasizethe battlewith “ theflesh” . Occasiondly they will pay lip service
to the work of unclean spirits, but in reality, their message “die to self”.

Some of youmay recall that last year | got into a battle with a group of women who were using thistactic. All
three of them have blogsand one of them was emphasizing the battle with “theflesh” to theexclusion of the battle
wemust fight agai nst these unclean spirits. Infact, one of the articlesshewrote, which | originally quoted from,
wascaled “ The Greatest Enemy”. Inthat article, shesaid “the flesh” was our greatest enemy. When | exposed
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that aserror, the other two women went berserk and instantly became my enemies. The error al three of these
women propagateisthat evil spirits can only move through our flesh nature. They have concluded that the best
way to dedl with spiritsisby denying theflesh. They don’t usualy comeright out and say it that way; but that’s
the bottom line of what they are teaching. If putting the flesh to death automatically closes any door for Satan
to touch, deceive, or destroy you, then the only logical thing to do isfocus on putting the flesh to degth. That way
you kill two birds with one stone.

Unfortunatdly, thisisn't the case. Even if we had no sinnature (or “flesh™), wewould still be vulnerableto attack
and defeat. Satan doesn't havetomove“in” you or “through” you in order to tempt you and defeat you. Thisis
the lesson reved ed by the account of the Fall. Adam and Eve had no “sin nature”. They had no “flesh” (in the
senseof aflesh nature) for Satan to touch. They were created sinless. Their heartswerenot desperately wicked;
they were righteous. There was no hidden evil lurking somewhereintheir beings that the Serpent could touch.
Therewas no desirein Eveto disobey God. That desire had to be created in her, and it had to be created in her
from the outside because there was no fifth-column (ie: flesh nature) inside of her which Satan could manipul ate.
From the outside, the Serpent was able create adesire in Eve to disobey God.

That gatement didn’t Sit too well with one of those women and she wroteme ascathing letter of rebuke. She sad
not only was | wrong for thinking Adam and Evedidn’t have a“flesh nature” beforethefdl, | wasaso onthe
verge of blaspheming God because | was attributing “ creative powers’ to Satan. The fact that she accused me
of placing Satan on the same level as God showsjust how little she understands the issue. Any salesmen who
knows his stuff can “create’ adesirein peoplefor aproduct they neither want or need. Some salesmen makea
fortune every year creating desiresin people that were not there before they met them. Does that mean agood
sdesmen hasthe sametype of creative powersas God? It sstupid to even think such athing. Satanistheoriginal
salesman. He created an evil desirein Eve from nothing. He created a desire to disobey God in awoman who
was sinless an un-fallen. That’s not just my own personal opinion. It's afact.

No, we can't have an unclean spirit dwelling inside of uswithout first having aflesh nature. If we could, Satan
would have entered Eve before shefell. But thefact is, we don’'t have to have an unclean spirit dwelling inside
of usin order to be deceived by one! Unclean spirits can decelve us and take usto Hell from the outsde. We can
betotdly deceived fromthe outside, just like Evewas. So if you want to know just how dangerousthese spirits
can be, consider what happened to Eve. If the Serpent can cause a woman who had not a stitch of evil or
rebellion inside of her to rebel, what do you think he's capable of doing to you and me?

Thereisanother minister out here who aso likesto downplay the danger these spirits pose, and hedoesthe same
thing. He does't comeright out and say unclean spiritscan't hurt you. He just ignoresthem and emphasizesthe
battlewith “theflesh”. Bascdly, every problem intheworld is caused by our flesh, according to him. In order to
support this view, he mis-applies (intentionally, | believe) the words of the apostle James.

But every man is tempted, when heis drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death.

James 1:14-15
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Hewill quote this passage and say: “ The Bible saysit’s your own lust that draws you away and tempts you
to sin. It doesn’t say demons draw you away. It’ s the lust of your flesh that’ s the problem. People who say
their problems are coming from demons don’'t want to admit that they still have a wicked heart, and they
are choosing to follow the wicked desires of that wicked heart. Your problemsaren’t coming from demons.
They are the result of you not “ dying to self” enough. So quit blaming the *works of the flesh’ on demons
and die to self more.”

Of courseit’ strue, many timeswe are enticed to sin by our own lusts. But it' s a so true that many timeswe are
enticed to 9n by unclean pirits. Heismis-applying the words of Jamesin order to minimizetherole these spirits
play intempting us. HE susing one of the oldest tricksin the book to deceive hisextremdy gulliblefollowers. By
Separating James' statement from it’ s context, he can put hisown “spin” on that passage and change the entire
meaning of what James was trying to say. Listen to that same statement in it’s proper context:

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which
are scattered abroad, greeting. My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptations;, Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and
entire, wanting nothing...Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when
heistried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to
them that love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man
is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death. Do not err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect giftis
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no
variableness, neither shadow of turning.

James 1:1-4 & 12-17

James beginsby telling the brethrento “ count it dl joy” when they fal into temptation. What kind of crazy tak is
that?Why intheworld should we bejoyful whenwefal into temptation?Becausefalling into temptationisatria
of our faith and it works patiencein us. “...thetrying of your faith worketh patience’, said James. Then he says:
“...|et patience have her perfect work’. And what isthe end result of that perfect work? The result of that work
isthat wewill be: “...perfect and entire, wanting nothing” . In other words, faling into temptation isagood thing
and it should bring us joy—as long as we resist and overcome it!

Fdling into temptation isabad thing if we don't resst it and overcome it because James said Sin “bringeth forth
death”. Nevertheless, it'sagood thing if we overcomeit and have patience worked into our personditiesasa
result. The point Jamesis making isthat we should not be afraid of temptation becauseit’ s absolutely necessary.
Temptations must come. If they don’t, wewill never learnto exerciseour willsto resist sin. If they don't, we will
never have patience worked into our lives. If they don’t, we will never be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
Temptations are absolutely necessary if wewant to go on to perfection. Hereteratesthe point again, in verse 12:
“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when heistried, he shall receive the crown of life’. He
didn’t say: “Blessed isthe man who God keepsfrom being tempted (by removing the desireto sinfrom him, by
grace)”. He said the one who faces and overcomes temptation is blessed.
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The onewho faces and overcomestemptation will not only have patience worked into his character and be made
perfect and complete, hewill also receivethe*crown of life”. Do you get the picture yet? Wemust overcomein
order to receivethe crown of life. We don't receive that crown smply by believing, or smply by trusting. We
haveto attain that crown. We haveto win that crown. Thisiswhy, in the book of Revelation, Jesus said things
like: “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison,
that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and | will give
thee a crown of life’ (Rev. 2:10); and “Behold, | come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man
take thy crown” (Rev. 3:11). Not only do we have to win that crown, we have to make sure no one takes that
crown from us! All these things are the reward for actual victory in the life of the believer.

After establishing thefact that temptation isnecessary if we areto be changed in theimage of Chrigt; thatit's
necessary if we want to be perfected; that it’s necessary if we want to receive the crown of life; and that it's
God swill that wefal into temptation (in order to gain thesethings); Jamestellsthem not to assumethismeans
God isthe one who tempts us. Jamesis doing thewhat Paul often did in his epistles. When he anticipated that
peoplewould draw awrong conclusion from what he was teaching. He would answer that wrong assumption as
part of hisargument. Jamesis doing the same thing. He realized that it would be easy for someone who heard
what he was saying about temptation being necessary, and that it was part of God' s plan to perfect us, and that
it'sactualy God’ swill, to assume that God must be the one who is responsible for tempting us.

He destroysthat whole line of reasoning by saying: “ Let no man say when heistempted, | amtempted of God:
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man”. Then he says that when we are tempted
we aretempted by our own lusts (not by God). Hewasn't trying to say that the only way we are ever tempted
isby our ownlusts. Hewas't saying unclean spiritsarenever responsiblefor tempting us. All hewas sayingwas,
Godisnever respons blefor tempting us because Heisholy. He cannot be tempted with evil, and Hetemptsno
one with evil.

Theideathat demon’ sare not responsiblefor tempting us, but that whenever we aretempted we are tempted
by our own lusts, isbeing imposed on what James said by this Bible teacher. Y ou can only turn what James said
about people being drawn away by their lust into the kind of fal se doctrine thisguy is propagating by divorcing
what James said from the context inwhich it was said. And you aso haveto intentionally ignorewhat James said
just afew chapters later, which isthat we are to “ resist the devil” (James 4:7).

If James were preaching the same kind of error this Bible teacher is propagating, he wouldn't have told the
brethren to resist the devil. He would have said “ Resist your wicked old hearts’ or “Resist your own lustsand
dieto sdf more’. But' sthat’ s not what he said. Hetold usto resist the devil—and heisn't the only onewho told
usto resist the devil. Paul said we are not to “ give place to the devil” (Eph. 4:27). He also told usto put on the
whole armor of God so that we will be able to “...stand against the wiles of the devil (Eph. 6:11). Peter said
Satan walks around seeking whom he can devour. Therefore we should be sober and vigilant and “resist
steadfast”. That is, resist the devil stedfastly (1. Pet. 5:8-9).

For this cause, when | could no longer forbear, | sent to know your faith, lest by
some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour bein vain.
|. Thessalonians 3:5
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It' sfunny how onelittle statement in Scripture can destroy awhole pile of fase doctrines. Thissmple confesson
of Paul reveals some very important truths. First of al, it revedsisthat he did not believe the doctrine of Eternd
Security. If hedid, hewould not have been afraid the Thessalonians had fallen away. Y ou don’t worry about
someonefaling away fromthefaithif you believethey are eternally secure. Paul said he was afraid the people
inthat congregation had fallen away—that’ swhat it meansto establish achurchin vain. Asamatter of fact, he
was so tormented by the possibility that they had fallen away, hesaid: “1 could no longer forbear” . That means,
he could no longer take the anguish of not knowing if they fell away or not. He had to know if hislabor had been
in vain; so he sent Timothy to find out.

Secondly, it revedsthat Paul believed the cause of them faling away (if they did fdl away) was nat their own lugts
or their flesh, but Satan. He said hewas afraid “ the tempter” had tempted them, resulting in their falling away.
The"tempter” isobvioudy Satan. But just in case someone doubtsthe identity of the tempter, you will find the
devil being called that very title in Matthew 4:3. Paul was afraid the Thessal onians had been seduced by an
invisible, supernatural power. In other words, the apostle Paul believed Satan and his unclean spirits were
powerful enough and dangerous enough to destroy an entire church!

Now think for aminute. If Paul thought Satan was capable of destroying awhole congregation, who do you think
itisthat’ stelling usthese spiritsare not that dangerous? What kind of spirit would be directly contradicting Paul’s
belief and concern? 1’ m not exaggerating when | say those who teach that unclean spiritsare no red threet to the
church have been deceived. If you can read how Paul was afraid the tempter had destroyed the church at
Thessalonica and still claim these spirits are no real threat, then you have already been seduced!

If you are one of those people who denies or downplay the threat Satan and these unclean spiritsareto God's
people, then don’t even bother talking to me becauseyou arewasting your time. Thevery fact that you say such
athing showsmeaDEMON HASY OU! That’sright. Y ou need to forget the debate about whether or not a
Chrigtian can haveademon. An unclean spirit hasyou. An unclean spirit has CONTROL of your mind (at least
inthisareaof understanding) to such an extent, you are utterly incapabl e of understanding the obviousmeaning
of Paul’swords in First Thessalonians.

For | am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for | have espoused you to one
husband, that | may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But | fear, lest by
any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that isin Christ. For if he that cometh
preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another
spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted,
ye might well bear with him.

I1. Corinthians 11:2-4

Onceagain, Paul confessed that hewas afraid for the believers of achurch. Thistimeit’ sthe church at Corinth.
Hewasafraid the serpent would beguile the Corinthians and trick them into receiving another Jesus, another
spirit, and another gospd. If thiswould happen, they would belost. That' swhy he was afraid for them. Please
notice that, once again, Paul was afraid a church he had planted would be drawn away from Christ by a
supernatura power, not by their own lugts. More specificaly, he was afraid they would be introduced to another
Jesus and another spirit by Satan’ s ministers who were themsal ves moving under the power of Satan. Paul didn’t
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say: “Brethren; I'mafraid you are going to be drawn away and enticed by your own lust, and when your
own lust has conceived it will bring forth sin and you will depart form the faith by accepting another Jesus
and another spirit” . Hesaid hewasafraid the Serpent woul d seduce them by sending them ministerswho were
doing his bidding and manifesting his power.

Poor Paul! | guesshe never read the book of James. If hewould have, I’ m sure he would have chosen hiswords
more carefully when talking about being afraid that Satan had caused these churchesto fal away. I'm sure he
would haverealized that evenif the Thessalonians or the Corinthians had fallen away, it would only be because
they were drawn away by their own lusts, not because they were seduced by the tempter. I’ m sure hewould have
realized that hewasbeing totally irresponsiblein blaming Satan for the“works of theflesh”. I’'m sure hewould
have repented for even thinking the decelving power of Satan could be responsible for thefdl of believers. What
raving folly! I’'m aso sure hewould have repented for giving ammunition to al the*“demon hunters’ who liketo
blame everything on the devil and from that point on, would have preached the same error this deluded Bible
teacher is propagating.

Stop depriving one another [ of sexual relations], except by agreement for a time
that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again lest Satan
tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

|. Corinthians 7:5 NAS

Thisisavery interesting passage on several different levels. | won't delvetoo deeply into the aspect of it which
revealsthat when the writer of Hebrews said the marriage bed isholy and undefiled (Heb. 13:4), he didn’t mean
anything goesin that bed. Maritd relations can become*“lust” for amarried couple, just asit’ slust for unmarried
couples. There must be “self control” in every area of our lives, including the marriage bed.

But thething | want you to noticeisthe fact that even when temptationisclearly said to be anissue of our own
lust, even then, Satan isright there, inthethick of it, to make thingsworse. Paul didn’t haveto include Satanin
this particular Situation, you know. He could have just aseasily said something like: “Don’t deprive each other
of marital relations, except by mutual agreement; and then, don’t make it too long, lest your sexual desire
goes berserk and you end up sinning when you come back together”. | mean, why even include the devil in
thiswholething? Afer dl, theissueisredly just about keeping aproper desrefor marital relationsfrom becoming
an improper one. What’ s the devil got to do with that?

Thereason Paul included Satan inthissituation is because hewastrying to let usknow how muchthe enemy tries
toinvolve himsdf inevery areaof our lives. He was | etting us know that Satan and his demons are constantly
watching us. They never stop watching us. They never stop looking for a chance to either tempt us directly, or
take advantage of something in our livesthat isn't right and use that to tempt us. Paul’ s saying: “Hey people, the
enemy iswatching you, even in your most private and intimate moments. So be sure you don't let him take
something that is proper and God ordained and turn it into a sin that can destroy you.”

The Bible teacher I’'m talking about does givelip serviceto thefact that it’s possible for a Christian to “have a
demon”—but only after committing the same sin over and over and over again, for months or maybe years.
Framing the issue thisway alow him to keep all the focus on denying “the flesh”. Oh yes, he says, we can
eventually “get ademon”—but only if we are extremely negligent about “dying to self”.
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He goesto great lengthsto make sure that admitting aChristian can “have ademon” doesn't interfere with, or
take away from, what hereally believes, whichisthat thereal battleiswith theflesh. In hismind, if we battle our
flesh properly, we won’'t have to worry about battling unclean spirits.

Thiskind of teaching isnot only wrong, it missesthe point. We don’t haveto “ have ademon” in order to be
deceived by one. Unclean spiritsdon’t have to be dwellinginsde of usin order to deceive usand take usto Hell!
We can betotaly decelved from the outside, just like Evewas. Thefact that Jesus could be tempted showsthat
theseideas are nonsense. Did Jesus haveto sin repeatedly before the enemy could tempt Him? Did Jesus have
to be walking “in the flesh” before Satan could tempt Him?

And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command
that these stones be made bread. But he answered and said, It is written, Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God. Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a
pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast
thyself down: for it iswritten, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee:
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot
against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It iswritten again, Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God. Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain,
and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And
saith unto him, All these thingswill | give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship
me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it iswritten, Thou shalt
wor ship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth
him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.

Matthew 4:3-11

Haveyou ever considered the temptation of Jesus? How do you think Satan cameto Him? Do you think Satan
cameto Him dressed in ared suite with apitchfork? Do you think he cameto Jesus asabig black angdl witha
gargoyle-like face and smoke emanating from his body? I s that how he comesto you?

Theonly thing that would makethose temptationsreal wasif they were something that could possibly be coming
from the Father. They had to comein away that wasfamiliar to Jesus. They would haveto be something He was
used to experiencing, or something He could recognize as potentially coming from the Father. Therefore, | believe
thefirst temptation came asathought (or possibly avoice), planting doubtsin Hismind asto whether or not He
really wasthe Son of God. | don't believe Satan walked right up to Jesus and started talking to him. That would
be a dead giveaway. Thiswhole temptation thing was alot more subtle than we think. It had to be or it would
not have been areal test. Satan probably shot that question into the Lord’s mind.

How about the next two temptations? Do you think Satan walked up to Jesus and told Him to take hold of his
cloak, and then transported Him to the temple and that high mountain? What kind of atemptation would that be?
Only if those temptations were doneis such away asto be possibly coming from God would they be any kind
of ared chdlenge. | think Satan gave Jesus acouple of visons. Don't you think Jesus had visons? The Scripture
saysHehad the Spirit without measure. Visionsare part of the Spirit-filled life, evenfor us. So how much more
would they be a part of the life of one who was Spirit-filled without measure?
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| believe Jesus was used to having visions, so that’ s the avenue Satan used to try and decaeive Him. At first Jesus
probably wasn't surewho was giving Him the visons. But during each of those experiencesthe devil showed his
hand. When hetold Jesusto jump off the Temple, the Lord knew right away the Father would not betelling Him
to do something like that. When Satan told him he could have al the kingdoms of the world without going to the
Cross, the Lord knew right way that couldn’t be the Father because He knew it wasthe Father’ swill that He go
to the Cross. He knew the Father would never offer him a short-cut to the throne, especidly one that would have
left mankind dead in their sins, without a Sacrifice, and on their way to Hell.

My pointis, | don't believe Satan proudly strolled up to Jesusin al hiswicked mgesty and tried to deceive Him.
The chances of him tricking the Lord that way was zero. Satan isn’t stupid. He' safallen cherub. God created
him thewisest of dl his creatures. He knew the only chance he had at decelving the Lord was by spesking to Him
the same way the Father spoke to Him. He knew he would have to imitate the Father’ s voice and the Father’s
way. Otherwise the whole thing would have been ajoke. And thisis precisaly how unclean spirits cometo us.
They watch us and take note of how the Spirit leads and speaks to us. Then they try to imitate it.

Whenever you ded with people who have been deceived regarding thereality of these unclean spirits, it doesn’t
meatter what angle they use or what kind of argumentsthey come up with or how they try to package their errors,
their intention isadwaysthe same. They want to avoid truth that believers can be deceived by demon spritsto the
point that they end up in the Lake of Fire. They don't want to face that truth because they want to feel safe—and
you can't fed safeif you beievethereareinvisble entitiesal around you who are congtantly watching you, who
are seeking to destroy you, and who can destroy you if you provide them the opportunity. Most of today’s
Chrigtians smply don’t want anything to do with that kind of Chrigtianity. But thefact is, that kind of Chrigtianity
istheonly kind of Christianity thereis! That kind of Christianity isBiblica Christianity. Thosewho don’t want
to that kind of Chrigtianity have chosen to follow another kind of Chrigtianity whichisin fact, acounterfeit. They
don’'t want the real thing, so God has given them precisely what they want.

| cantell you from persona experiencethat it is possible for Chrigtians to have unclean spirits dwelling inside of
them because we ve cast them out of genuine believers. However, that’ s not the point of this message. My point
tonight isthat we need to understand these spiritsdon’ t haveto be dwelling on theinsidein order to talk to usand
deceive us. They havethe ability to speak to us and tempt us from the outside. They have the ability to createa
wrong desiresin us from the outside. Of course, they don’t have to create wrong desires in us because wrong
desiresareaready residing inour snnature. Usualy, al they haveto doisstir up thosewrong desires. But they
can createdesiresin usif they had to. So evenif the Christian-can’ t-have-a-demon” doctrineistrue (which
itain’t) I wouldn't take too much comfort in that if | wereyou. There' sgoing to be alot of peoplein Hell who
were absolutely sure they couldn’t possibly “have” a demon!

To Be Continued Next Week
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