CO-WORKERSWITH CHRIST

Last week | discussed the confusion that comes from accepting the false grace which is seducing so many
peopleinthishour. Falsegraceisusudly taught alittle differently outside the Religious System thaniitis
ingdethat system. There’ susualy amuch more subtlespin onit out here. But whether you arededing with
fase graceindgdethe system or out here, it' sal based on the same mis-understanding (or out-right denid)
of one simple truth—we are “co-workers” with Christ in Redemption.

Son of man, | have made thee a watchman unto the house of Isradl:
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.
When | say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him
not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save
hislife; the same wicked man shall diein hisiniquity; but his blood will
| require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from
his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in hisiniquity; but
thou hast delivered thy soul. Again, When a righteous man doth turn from
hisrighteousness, and commit iniquity, and | lay a stumblingblock before
him, he shall die: because thou hast not given himwarning, he shall diein
his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be
remembered; but hisblood will | require at thinehand. Neverthelessif thou
warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin,
he shall surely live, because heiswarned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.

Ezekiel 3:17-21

Some of you may know that the above passageis used by most of today’ s* Discernment Ministries’ to
validatetheir ministry of exposing error and heresiesinthe Church. Y &, thefact is, the mgjority of these
ministriescan’t possibly believe what this passage says because Ezekid istalking about God' s people. The
“wickedness’ (and thewicked men), aswell asthe* righteousness’ (and therighteousmen), weredl part
of thehouse of Isradl. In New Testament lingo, the house of Isradl isequivaent to the Church. Soif you're
going to use this passage to support your New Testament ministry of being a*watchmen”, then understand
that you are supposed to be functioning as awatchmen for Christians—not pseudo Chrigtians; not wanna:
be Christians; not cultura Christians; not fake Christians; not religious people who only think they are
Christians—but actual, regenerated, blood-washed Christians.

Soif you apply this passageto your watchman ministry, don’t think Ezekiel istalking about “sheep” and
“goats’ sitting together in the pews of the same church. He' stalking about sheep who do wickedly and
sheep who do righteoudly. It’sthejob of the watchman to warn Christians who are doing wickedly that
if they continue to do wickedly, they will diein that iniquity. They will diein astate of having their sins
unforgiven Likewisg, it' sthejob of the watchman to warn Christianswho are doing righteoudy that if they
“turn” from their righteousness, they too will diein a state of having their sins unforgiven.

Unfortunately, thevast mgority of today’ s Discernment Ministriescan’t redly believethe passagethey use
to validate their ministry for severa reasons. One reason isbecause the“ grace” they haveembraced tells
them wicked Christians can indeed continue to do wickedly and still go to heaven. The grace they have
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embraced teaches them that “believing” in Jesus puts usinto an “environment of grace” that istotally
“secure’, and there is nothing we can do once we have entered that secure environment to get ourselves
cast out of it. It teachesthem that al who “believe’ in Jesusreceive the gift of salvation, which cannot be
logt. Sointheir minds, the possibility of arighteous man (ie: believer) turning from hisrighteousness doesn't
even exist. A genuine believer will not (and cannot) ever turn from his righteousness.

Another reason they cannot believe what Ezekiel said is because they believe another very prominent
error—whichisthat all our past, present and future snswereforgiven at the Cross. Therefore, thereisno
possibility intheir mindsthat abeliever could ever diewith any sinsunforgiven. All thesefal sedoctrines
have been woven together so the average Christian will never be able to see the truth.

Another reason theseministriescan’t believewhat Ezekid said isbecausetheonly kind of righteousness
they understand isimputed righteousness. In their minds, we cannot possibly have any righteousnessof our
own. That's heresy! Even if you are one of the few people on this planet who is manifesting actual
righteousness, evenif you areliving arighteouslife, intheir minds, that righteousnessis not yours. In their
minds, nobody can ever possibly berighteous. Only “Christinyou” will ever berighteous. So whenever
you start talking about “his’ righteousness or “my” righteousness, or “your” righteousness or “their”
righteousness, you areimmediately accused of stedling theglory from God. Thus, when Ezekid talksabout
arighteous man turning from “his’ righteousness, hiswords go right over their heeds because of dl the error
that has become the foundation of their faith.

Y ou see, what Ezekiel said makesno sense unlesswe can turn away from our own righteousness. It sredlly
not possibleto turn away from imputed righteousness because after dl, you didn’t do anything to receive
imputed righteousness and you can't do anything to lose it (according to them). How can Y OU turn away
from ANOTHER PERSON'’ S righteousness? How can you turn away from something that isn’t yours?
How canyou turn away from something that will waysbelong to someoned se, but which hasbeenfredy
(ie: nothing to do with how you live or what you do) credited to your account?

The confusion that reignsin the minds of those who preach false grace, and all the error that go with it,
would be humorousif it weren't such adeadly seriousissue. Here you have hundreds of ministries putting
up web stes, writing articlesand books, traveling around the country, and even around theworld, exposing
and naming all of today’ s fal se apostles, prophets, preachers and teachers. They are busy, busy, busy,
warning people of the apostasy, but they don't redlly believeit’ s possible for a Chrigtian to apostatize! So,
who are they warning not to apostatize?

After they have given their warnings, they awaysfind away to assure the people they are ministering to
that sncethey are genuine Chrigtians, they aren’t in any real danger of being deceaived and ending up lost.
The only peoplewho are actudly in danger of being deceived are phony Chrigtians. True Christianswon’t
ever fal away, regardlessof how bad it gets, because God isresponsibleto keep them saved. It’slikea
3-ring circus and these ministers are the clowns.

“Beware of the great end-time apostasy”, they say. “Stay away from Rick Joyner; stay away from
C. Peter Wagner; stay away from Mike Bickle; stay away from Todd Bentley; stay away from Joel
Osteen; stay away fromRick Warren, or else”’. My questionis. or elsewhat?1s God going to et you get
deceived? Is God going to let you lose your rewards (which you have been given “ by grace’)? s God
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goingto let you be drawn away from thefaith? Not if you'reareal Christian. Not if you' reunder God's
grace. Red Chrigtians need not fear of any of these men or the deceiving powers that move through them.
Red Chrigtians can attend the meetings of thesefa se prophets and aposties and heding evangdlistsand not
get deceived. The only oneswho will get deceived when they goto those kinds of meetings are phony
Chrigtians. Theonly oneswho will end up staying and following peoplelike Benny Hinn, Todd Bentley, and
all therest of them, are unregenerated religious people.

Thefa sesecurity that’ ssuch apart of today’ s Chrigtianity is THE problem | dways run up against when
trying to exposethisfa segrace. Christiansare used to hearing water ed-down warnings about the great
end-time apostasy. They’ ve been warned over and over again—and with every warning comes asubtle
assurance that they are different. With every warning comes an exception clause which they understand
gppliesto them. So when someone comes aong and givesthem warning with teeth; when they aretold that
they are no different thanthe oneswho are being deceived, and that what’ s happening to so many believers
right now can happen to them; they react aquite differently. When they hear areal warning, their false
security sarts getting alittle shaky and they begin to get scared because they have never learned to how
tolivein spiritua reality. They only world they have ever lived inisareligious fantasy world—and they
have lived in that world so long, they can’t bear to hear the truth.

In the end, most of them reject areal warning and start babbling al the false doctrine they have been
taught—God lovesthem too much to ever | et Satan destroy them; God isfaithful, so Hewill dways protect
them; God issovereign, so Hewon't et anything redlly bad happen to them; Jesus overcame Satan so they
don’t haveto, etc., etc. By far, one of the hardest things you will ever do isget God' s peopleto redize they
are not eternally secure, and that they have an enemy who is extremely dangerous and is capabl e of
destroying them, not just physically, but eternally.

The Scripture tells us that before he fell, Lucifer was called “the anointed cherub” and the “ covering
cherub’. In Ezekiel 28:12-17 we aretold that Lucifer sedled up the sum of wisdom, perfection and beauity.
The phrase “ sedleth up the sum” means that nothing could have been added to him. He was the apex of
God' sangelic creation. We are then given ashort synopsis of what happened to him. Hisheart was*“lifted
up” (or became proud) “because of his beauty”. The result was, he became corrupted and evil.

What we need to understand isthat when Lucifer fell, hedidn’t lose al that wisdom. Listen to what the
Holy Spirit says, as He speaks directly to Satan through the lips of the prophet Ezekid. He says. “thou hast
corrupted thy wisdonm”. Lucifer’ swisdom wasn't [ost or diminished—it was corrupted. It became wicked.
It wastransformed into an evil genius. That samewisdom isbeing used to continually corrupt and distort
the Scripture. It s continually being used against usin hiseffort to destroy us. However, God has been
holding back or restraining the full power or potential of Satan’s wisdom.

And now ye know what withholdeth that he might berevealed in histime.
For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth
[restraineth] will let [restrain], until he be taken out of the way. And then
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit
of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

[l Thessalonians 2:6-8
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It' svery dear that in Paul’ sday, something was holding back the full revelation of Antichrigt, sothet it might
berevededinits proper time—whichisthelast days. Paul said something isrestraining the full revelation
of thisentity, and it will continueto restrainit until acertain point—which again, isthelast days. Sothefact
is, even though Satan has always been avery dangerous creature, God has had him on aleash. God has
been restraining thefull potentia of thisfallen cherub’ swisdom and power. However, it hasawaysbeen
God' splan to stop restraining him at the close of this present age. So in our day, Satan has been unleashed.
He has been granted permission by God to do everything he is capable of doing.

The other week, | mentioned one outcome of thisvery unpleasant redity. The prophet Danid saw thelittle
horn (ie Antichrist) pull many of the sars (ie: saints) out of their heavenly place—that is, out of their spiritua
walk in Chrigt. He not only watched thelittle horn cast these saintsto the ground, he watched thelittlehorn
stomp on them. Daniel also saw the host of the saints and the daily sacrifice being turned over to thelittle
horn. He said Antichrist will prosper in everything that it does—and much of what it doeswill bein order
to destroy the saints (Dan. 8:10 & 12 & 24).

The gpostle John said that in the last days, God would give power to the Beast and it would use that power
to makewar with the saints and overcome them (Rev. 13:4). Asamatter of fact, if you go through the
book of Revelation, youwill find that al the*power” that’ sbeing exercised by Satan, Antichrist, and the
False Prophet intheir bid to overcomethe saints, actually comesfrom God. The phrase: “hewasgiven
power”, and “ power was giventoit”, appears over and over again and it’ s very clear that God isthe one
whoisgiving power to these entities. That' sright. God isthe onewho isgiving thisfa setrinity the power
it will use to overcome the saints,

So just because God issovereign, just because Heis ultimately in control of everything that’ s happening
inthefind hoursof thisage, that doesn't mean wewill necessarily be protected from the power he hasgiven
Satan. If wewant to remain under God' s protection, we still have to do the things Jesus and the apostles
commanded. Wedtill haveto be sober. Wedtill haveto bevigilant. Wetill haveto put on thewholearmor
of God (so we can stand, resist, and wrestle against the enemy’ s power). We still have to deny our flesh
and our self wills. Westill haveto separate oursel vesfrom theworld. We gtill haveto take every thought
captiveto the obedience of Christ and we still haveto draw neigh unto to God. If we do out part, then we
will be protected spiritualy, regardless of how much power God grants Setan. But if we don't do our part,
then we will not be protected from that power.

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils,

[. Timothy 4:1

I’ ve mentioned this passage many timesbecauseitisone of themaost important versesin the Scripturewhen
it comesto thelast days. Thisishow Antichrist is overcoming the saintsright now. Heisdoing it through
religious deception. Heisdong it by twisting and perverting the fundamental doctrines of the Bible, and
aso by impersonating the Holy Spirit. We must redlize that when it comesto doctrine and teaching, weare
not smply dedling with the opinionsof men. Inthelast days, another element isadded to the situation—and
that element is the work of seducing spirits.
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Doctrinesof devilsaredifferent than doctrines of men. Themind of man ishuman. It hasno supernatura
power. When atheol ogian or ascholar devel ops an unscriptural teaching or doctrine asaresult of twisting
the Scripture, thisremains in the realm of the natural man. When areligious demon does so, you are
dedingwithacompletdy different situation becausethe mind you are degling with isasupernatural mind.
It'samind that is getting itswisdom from afallen cherub. It samind that is getting itswisdom froma
creaturewho wasthe sumof all wisdom. When you deal with the doctrines of demons, you aredealing
with something that’ s a hundred times more powerful and seductive than the doctrines of men.

It’ sthedoctrinesand teachingsand spiritua experienceswhich arecoming from thesereligiousseducing
spiritsthat istheroot of the current apostasy. These spirits went for the leadership of the Church System
first. Once they had the leadership deceived the rest was a piece of cake because the vast mgority of the
sheeple will always blindly follow the leadership, wherever it goes.

What we need to redlizeisthat peoplelike Rick Warren, Joel Osteen, Rick Joyner, C. Peter Wagner, and
all therest of them, are only vessal sthrough whom these decelving powersare moving. It' sthe seductive
power these leaders walk under that is deceiving Christians right now. Tens of thousands of them are
departing from faith because they have accepted (given heed to) the doctrines of demons. They have
accepted acounterfeit gogpd of grace which has been conceived in the mind of supernatura crestureswho
are drawing upon the wisdom of afallen cherub.

Thisiswhy they arecalled“seducing” spirits. They are specificaly trained to seduce uswith phrasesand
words and theological terms that we are already familiar with, but which they have applied new and
unscripturd meaningsto. These spiritsnot only twist the Scripturein people sminds so they start believing
acounterfeit of the truth, they a so teach people how to present or phrase these errorsin such away as
to make it very hard to answer.

Most of you have seen something smilar to what I' m talking about in the natural. Asajoke, someonewill
come up to you and ask you if you still beat your wife. The question: Do you still beat you wife?—isone
of those questionsthat are designed to make you look like ajerk, regardless of how you respond. If you
answer No, you are acknowledging that you have beat your wife inthe past, but that you are no longer
beating her. If you answer Yes, you are acknowledging that you still beat her. What you haveto say is, |
have never beat my wife, so your question isirrelevant.

That' s sort of what people who are under these seducing spirits do. They phrase their statementswith
supernatural wisdom so that it’svery hardto answer. If you deny what they say, youlook like someone
who issupporting unscripturd idess. If you agreewith what they say, you will be submitting to the influence
seducing spirits. Below is an example of these kinds of oaded statements.

“I believe that Jesus will keep me saved and | trust Him. | can't keep myself saved. How
ludicrous for anyone who calls himself a Christian to think that he can keep himself
saved”.

Thesekinds of statements are short and smple, and they sound so right it’ shard to give ashort and smple
answer. When someone says. “| believe that Jesuswill keep me saved and | trust Hin?’ 2—what are you
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goingto say?1 don't believe Jesus will keep me saved because | don’t trust Him? The only answer is: |
believe Jesus will keep me saved too—aslong as | continuein his goodness (Rom. 11:22), continuein his
word (John 8:31), abide in him (John 15:4-6), and do al the other things He instructed me to do.

When they say: “You can't keep yourself saved”—what are you going to say? Yes, | can keep myself
saved? Theanswer to thiskind of thingis. Wéll, the gpostie John basically told usto keep ourselves saved
when he said: ‘keep yoursalvesfromidols’ (1. John5:21). He didn't say, ask God to keep you from idols.
He said you keep yourselves from idols.

If we don't keep ourselves from idols, we will become idolaters—and what happensto idolaters? They
will never inherit the kingdom (1. Cor. 6:9); they will be shut out of the New Jerusalem (Rev. 22:15); and they
will be cast into the Lake of Fire (Rev. 21:8). So if you don’t keep yourself from idolatry, you will end up
lost. If you do keep yoursdlf from idolatry, you will be remain saved. In other words, to keep yoursdlf from
idolsisto keep yourself from ending up lost—which is the same as keeping yourself saved!

Of course, we cannot keep ourselvesfrom idolsby oursalves. That is, we cannot keep oursalvesfromidols
by our own will power and determination alone. We need God' s hep. We must have God' s help. But just
becausewe can’t do it on our own, that doesn’t mean the Lord doesn’ t require any effort on our part to
keep oursalvesfrom idols. He certainly does—and the truth that He does isreveded by the fact that we
are held accountable for whether or not we obey that commandment. He holds us respong ble for whether
or not we keep ourselves from idols.

Thething thosewho arewalking in false grace hate more than anything elsein thisworld, istheideathat
we are “co-workers’” with Christ. They would rather drink poison than admit that the Scripture says
Salvation and spiritual protection are shared responsibilities between you and your Savior. They have
swalowedtheliethat it’ sal of God and none of you, o they spit and fume at any ideaor teaching that says
it's some of God and some of you.

No, we can’t keep oursalves saved by ourselves; but we can suredo our part to keep ourselves saved!
Andif wedon't do our part, wewon’t be kept saved. Thisisone of the many differences between the
gospel of Christ and the gospel of Antichrist.

Thosewho have been deceived by falsegrace say it s“ludicrous’ to think we can keep ourselves saved.
But they certainly don’t think it’ sludicrousto reject the obvious meaning of Paul when he said, some shal
“depart fromthefaith” inthelatter days. They don't think it’ sludicrousto reject his obvious meaning
when he said: “...that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first (I1. Thess. 2:3). They
don't think it’ sludicrousto ing st that the people who are being deceived right now, and who are departing
fromthefaithand faling away, aren’t genuine believers; but arejust unregenerated religionistsand pagans.
No—theonly thing these kinds of peoplefind ludicrousistheideathat we share the responsibility of our
own salvation and spiritual protection with God.

Y ou see, there' saline being drawn by the Holy Spirit in these days—and sooner or |ater, everyone will
choose one sde or the other. Either they will choose the true gospdl, which teachesthat we are reponsible
to do certain thingsin order to remain in Christ and remain under the protection of Christ; or they will
choose afase gospe that sayswe aren't responsible to do anything to remain in Christ or remain under
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the protection of Christ. God isresponsible to save us and keep us saved. Thefase gospel is—it’sall of
God and none of you. The true gospel is—it’s some of God and some of you. Unfortunately, most of
today’ s believers don't really understand the issue, nor do they understand how important it is.

We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten
of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.
[. John 5:18

John said hethat isbegotten (or born) of God kegpshimse f—that is, hekegps himsalf under the protection
of God by obeying the things God tells him to obey. He kegps himsdlf in a place where the enemy can’t
get afirm grasp or stronghold on him. Theterm “ keepeth himself” in this passage is meant to convey the
reality that we share the responsibility of spiritual protection with God.

Thisisone of those passagesthat reveal sthe stark contrast between the text the King James Biblewas
trandated from, and the text al these modern versions have been trandated from. Y ou will find that every
verson that wastrandated from the Textus Receptus has “ keepeth himsdf” in 1. John 5:18. Every verson
that was trandated from the United Bible Societies text has changed the entire meaning of what John said.
Below isapartid list of the versions which use the UBS Greek text:

(TheBibleIn Basic English) We are certain that one who isachild of God will do no sin, but the Son
of God keeps him so that he is not touched by the Evil One.

(Contemporary English Version) We are sure that God's children do not keep on sinning. God's own
Son protects them, and the devil cannot harm them.

(English Standard Version) We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on
sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch him.

(Good NewsBible) We know that no children of God keep on sinning, for the Son of God keeps them
safe, and the Evil One cannot harm them.

(International Standard Version) We know that the person who has been born from God does not go
on sinning. Rather, the Son of God protects them, and the evil one cannot harm them.

(New Living Trandation) We know that God's children do not make a practice of snning, for God's
Son holds them securely, and the evil one cannot touch them.

(21% Century King JamesVersion) Weknow that God' s children do not make apractice of sinning,
for God's Son holds them securely, and the evil one cannot touch them

(New American Standard Version) Weknow that no onewho isborn of God sins; but He who was
born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him.
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(New International Version) We know that anyone born of God does not continueto sin; the onewho
was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him.

What John clearly meant when he said the one who is born of God keeps himsdlf, isthat the believer is
enabled by God to guard himself. There isa co-working that takes place. We can’t guard ourselves
without God'’ s help; but God absolutely will not guard uswithout our co-operation and effort. Wherever
you turn, you will find that you are being drawn back to this same question, over and over again.

It snot acase where brother Dan got awild hair up hisnose about someirrelevant doctrinal issue and he
won't stop talking about it. We' re talking about a counterfeit grace that |eads people into arelationship
with afase Jesus. We re taking about agrace that |eads people into a state of passivity, worldliness, fase
security and self delusion. We're talking about a grace that will cause those who accept it to missthe goal
of salvation, and in some cases, to miss salvation altogether!

Thisisno smal matter. If Scriptura graceis God enabling your effortsto obey Him and resst the enemy,
thentherearealot of Christianswho have been deluded in thishour becausetheir understanding of grace
isexactly the opposite. If Scriptural graceis God enabling you to obey Him and resist the enemy without
any effort on your part, then alot of other Christians have been deluded. Either way, alot of Chrigtians
are headed for avery rude awakening when they stand before the Lord.

Albert Barns, afamous Bible commentator, said this about |. John 5:18:

“It is not said that he does it [keeps himself] by his own strength, but he will put
forth his best efforts to keep himself from sin, and by divine assistance he will
be able to accomplish it.”

Barn’ ssaysthe believer who iswalking under true grace will “ put forth his best effortsto keep himsel f
fromsin, and by divine assistance, hewill be able to accomplishit”. That's exactly what John is saying
inthat passage. However, thisview will be rgjected by those who are walking under the influence of false
grace because that grace tells them any “effort” on their part is an attempt to establish their own
righteousness and isactudly ahindrance to the working of God sgracein their lives. I'm afraid Mr. Barns
would belabeled afa seteacher by these kinds of people. A couple of other famous Bible commentators,
named Jamieson, Facet and Brown, had this to say about I. John 5:18:

“Still, in the English Version reading, God's working by His Spirit inwardly, and
man's working under the power of that Spirit as a responsible agent, is what
often occurs elsewhere”.

Hereis more heresy (according to the false grace crowd). These commentators say we are “responsible
agents’” and as such, we must work—meaning, we must put forth an effort. We don't work aone; wework
under (or with) the power of the Holy Spirit. But it' s till we who areworking. It s still we who are putting
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forth an effort. Our effort isinsufficient in and of itsdf, that istrue; but our effort isno pointlessor useless.
That effort isstrengthened by the power of the Holy Spirit. That’ sthe kind of co-operation between God
and the individual that is taught throughout the New Testament.

I”’m not quoting these Bible commentatorsto provethat I’ m right. Bearing witnessto thethings| shareis
thework of the Holy Spirt. I'm merely quoting them to show that I’m not alone in my understanding of
Scriptural grace.

John Wesley is another one who would be considered a heretic by these false grace people. In his
commentary, he said the term * keegpeth himself” in that passage meansthe believer: “...isenabled [ by
God] to guard himself, and the wicked one toucheth him not”. God enables us to GUARD
OURSELVES. He enables us to do what He has told us to do, and what we are responsible to do.

Thereisnoway thistruth iscompatible with theidearepresented by the phrase, “it’ sall of God and none
of you”. The phrase, “it’sall of God and none of you” represents one kind of grace and the phrase, “it’s
some of God and some of you™ represents atotally different kind of grace. The grace these two phrases
represent are not only different, they are utterly opposed. Only one is the true gospel.

We have therefore sent Judas and Slas, who will also report the same
things by word of mouth. For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us,
to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: that you
abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and
from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do
well. Farewell.

Acts 15:27-29 NKJV

Herewe have the same situation regarding fornication that we did with John regarding idolatry. Only this
timethe Holy Spirit isinvolved by name. It wasn't just theman John, or the gpostles, who ingtructed these
believersto keep themselvesfrom sin—it wasalso God. “I1t seemed good to the Holy Spirit”—said the
gpodtles. It seemed good to tell the new convertsto keep themsel ves from certain things, one of which was
sexud immordity (the KJV says“fornication”; the Greek is“porneia’). Well, what happensto those who
don’t do what the Holy Spirit instructed? What will happen to those who don’t keep themselves from
fornication? Will they inherit the kingdom anyway because they are under grace? Paul said those who
practice fornication (“porneia”’) will not inherit the kingdom of God (I. Cor. 6:9 & Gal. 5:19-21).

Soif wedon't keep oursdvesfrom fornication we will never enter the kingdom—wewill belogt. If we do
keep oursalvesfrom fornication, wewill remain under the grace of God—wewill remain saved. In other
words, to keep yourself from fornication isto keep yourself from ending up lost. To keep yoursalf from
fornicationisto keep yourself saved! Thosewho want to accuse the Holy Spirit of preaching afase gospd
because Heingructed new bdlieversto keep themsel vesfrom sn—be my guest. Again, I’ m not suggesting
that we can keep ourselves from fornication by our own determination alone. We need God' s help. We
must have God' shelp. Anyonewho thinksthey can keep themselvesfrom sin without the help of Godis
crazy. We can’t keep ourselves saved by ourselves. But as | said, we can sure do our part to keep
ourselves saved—and if we don’'t do our part, we won'’t be kept saved!
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But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying
in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

Jude 1:20-21 NKJ

Here, the apostle Jude tells the brethren to keep themselvesin the love of God. Hmm. How are we
supposed to keep oursalvesin the love of God? Well, oneway to keep yoursdlf inthe love of God is by
building yourself up on your most holy faith. That is, keep growing spiritualy. Please noticethat Jude said
weareto build ourselvesup. We aren't to walk through life believing that God will mature usspiritudly in
His own good time, and in His own good way, just because we “believe’ he will.

Jude s gatement revea s that we share the responsible for our own spiritual growth. That’ sright. Theidea
that we can’t possibly make ourselves grow spiritually, or that we are hel plessto do anything to cause
spiritud growthinour lives, isjust morerdigiousdelusion. Theideathat only God causes spiritua growth
isadoctrine of demons and it’s part of the gospel of Antichrist.

Areyou waiting for spiritua growth to just happen?If so, you are not in the grace of God. God’ sgrace
enables usto build ourselves up. One of the wayswe build ourselves up isthrough prayer. Jude said, build
yourselves up, praying in theHoly Spirit. So prayer builds us up spiritually. We build ourselves up by
gpeaking to ourselvesin psamsand hymnsand spiritua songs, by singing and making melody in our hearts
to the Lord, and by giving thanks for al things (Eph. 5:19-20). We build ourselves up by reading and
studying the Scripture. We build ourselves up (or “edify” ourselves) by speaking in tongues (1. Cor. 14:4).
We can also build ourselves by fighting the Lord’ s battles.

Jude alsota ked about “looking for the mercy of Lord Jesus Christ unto eternd life”. Thisisanother way
to build ourselves up on our most holy faith—by keeping the blessed hope of Jesus' soon return aivein
our hearts. There are many waysin which we can build oursaves up—and we are responsible to do them.
Building ourselves up in the faith is one of the ways we keep ourselvesin the love of God.

Another way to keep ourselvesinthelove of God isby obeying Hiscommandments. Jesussaid: “If ye
keep my commandments, ye shall abidein my love; even asl have kept my Father's commandments, and
abidein hislove’ (John 15:10). We are responsible agents in the redemption process and as such, God
expects usto put forth our best efforts, not only to submit to Him and resst the enemy, but also to keep
ourselves under His protection and to keep ourselvesin Hislove.

When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad
and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.
Acts 11:23 NIV

The concept of shared responsibility is taught throughout the New Testament. When the Church at
Jerusdem sent Barnabas to the new Gentile congregation in Antioch, it saysthat Barnabas was glad when
he saw the evidence of God’ s grace working in the lives of the peopleand he “encouraged them al to
remain trueto the Lord with dl their heart”. Well, that kind of advise certainly doesn't mesh withthe“it’'s
all of God and none of you” gospdl. If Barnabas had only understood today’ s teaching on grace, he
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would have never said such afoolish thing. Instead, he would have encouraged them to ask God to keep
them true, or at the very leadt, ask God to help them remain true! Telling them to remain truewith al their
hearts, without any qudifierslike—you can't possibly do thisyoursdf, or, this can only be done by Christ
in you—must have left those people with the impression that they had the ability to remain true.

Andwhy would he mention the* heart” ? Didn’t Barnabas know the heart is* deceitful aboveal thingsand
desperately wicked” (Jer. 17:9). Isit even possiblefor a heart like that to remain true to the Lord? How
isaperson supposed to remain true to Jesus with aheart that hates everything Jesus standsfor? How can
adesperately wicked heart—which hatesrighteousness, justice, humility and truth—remain true to Jesus?
Such anideaisalogica absurdity!

For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he al so spare not
thee. Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which
fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continuein his goodness:
otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.

Romans 11:21-22

Thisisavery interesting passage. Paul tells Roman bdlieversthat they must “continue’ in the goodness of
God if they don’t want to be cut out of the Olive Tree. Being cut out of the Olive Treeisthe same asbeing
cut out of the Vine, whichis Christ. Hereis another statement that doesn’t mesh with the*it’ sall of God
and none of you” gospdl. If it'sreally al of God and none of you, then how can there be any question of
continuing or not continuing in the goodness of God? Sinceit’s*all of God”, He will make sure you
continuein Hisgoodness. And sinceit’s* none of you”, thereisn’t anything you could possibly do to not
continue in His goodness.

Listen, my friends—it’ svery important that we becomeskilled at detecting thisfalse grace, especialy when
it sbeing taught by scholars, theol ogians, preachersor Bibleteachers. Sometimesit’ sfairly easy to detect
because the ideas which come from it are so clearly unscriptural, even ababe in Christ can catch it. But
other timesit’s very subtle and extremely hard to detect.

For example, one particular person | have mentioned in this chat room, who propagate thisfalse grace, has
adefinition for gracethat soundsvery Biblical. Hisdefinitionis: “God doing for you what you could never
do for yoursdf”. The only problemis, that statement can be understood two completely different ways.
Peoplelike me (if they didn’t know any better) would hear that definition and think thisguy believesthe
samething we do—that God strengthens our effortsto serve Him and resist the enemy. However, that's
not what thisguy means. He means God must do EVERY THING becausein hismind, we can't, and we
must not even try, to do anything ourselves.

So you see, what people really mean when they say—God does for you what you cannot do for
yoursaf—depends on their view of what we are capable of doing, or what we are responsible to do. If you
think weare not responsible to do anything oursalves; if you think al our persond effort isnot only useless
but frustrates the grace of God; then that phrase means God isresponsibleto do everything for us. It'sno
different than sayingit’sal of God and none of you and no amount of denid or double-talk will ever change
that fact. The false grace crowd can say whatever they like—that’s what it means.
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However, if you think we are responsibleto do certain things and God strengthens our efforts so we can
do them—then that phrase meansjust the opposite. God doesn’t do al thingsfor us; He enablesusto do
all things. Big difference. Another example of how subtlethisfal segrace can be presented will beseenin
thefollowing paragraph. Thiscomesfrom the blogger | have been mentioning thelast few weeks. It sfrom
an article she posted, called, “ Childlike Obedience’. She says:

“You cannot hope to render obedience by forcing your conduct into a certain groove
or by using unaided, determined effort. The road to obedience is a free-grace road,
and that is receiving, by faith, the Lord Jesus, who is the gift of God and who “of God
is made unto us...sanctification” (1 Corinthians 1:30). We accept the Lord Jesus by
faith, and He teaches us obedience, creating it in us.”

Everything she said in that paragraph isbasically true, except for the last three words. Those last three
wordsreved that sheiswaking under afasegrace. Jesus certainly doesteach usobedience, but theidea
that He must also “create’ that obediencein usisaliethat comesfrom her believing it'sal of God and
none of you. God doesn’t “create” obedience in us. He empowers our desire to obey Him and our
determination to obey Him. Without Hisgrace, our determination and desirewill not suffice—but that
desire and that determination must be there so God can strengthen and empower it.

Of course, thiswoman would say that since God is the one who put that desirein usto obey Him in the
first place, that meansitisall of God and none of you. That’sjust more haf truth. Yes, it is God who
originaly putsthe desrein usto obey Him, once we have been regenerated. But it iswe who must choose
togiveoursdvestothat desire. Itiswewho must keep that desireaive by building oursevesupinthefaith,
by submitting oursalvesto God, by ressting the enemy, and by seeking God' skingdom firdt. It iswewho
are held accountable for what we do with that desire and the choices we make.

Something thiswoman and all her deceived friendswill never understand isthat asweyield to thedesire
God origindly put there day in and day out, it becomes OUR desire. It' sthe same aswhen weyidd to the
Spirit’s sanctifying work in us day in and day out. Eventually that righteousness becomes OUR
righteousness. We—not just “Christ in us’ but WE—become righteous.

| know both how to be abased, and | know how to abound: every where and
in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to
abound and to suffer need. | can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.

Philppians 4:12-13

Paul describestrue Scriptural gracein this passage. Chrigt strengthened him to do what he was required
to do. God didn’t do al thingsfor Paul; He enabled Paul to do all things. It' swasn't al of God and none
of Paul. God strengthened Paul’ s efforts; God strengthened Paul’ sresolve; God strengthened Paul’s
ability to endure suffering and temptation. It was some of God and some of Paul, just asit is some of God
and some of you!
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