PERVERTING THE “FIRST PRINCIPLES’
Part Two

Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on
unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead
works, and of faith toward God, Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying
on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.
And thiswill we do, if God permit.

Hebrews 6:1-3

Tonight | would like to continue exploring some of the ramifications of accepting twisted and perverted
versions of the first principles of the doctrine of Christ. | thought thiswas only going to be atwo-part
message, but it lookslikeit’sgoing to be abit longer. Thefirst thing | want to do is show you how easy
itisto extrapolateafa se gospd from one of the most important chaptersin the Bible. In Romans chapter
four, Paul isusing thetruth of being justified by faith to get avery important point acrossto the believers
at Rome, particularly the Jewish believers. The point was: believing Gentiles can partake of the promises
God made to Abraham just as much as faithful Jews can.

The Jaws—including many believing Jews—had aproblemwith racism. They thought the Jewish race had
amonopoly on the promises God made to Abraham. They thought those promises belonged Abraham’s
biologica descendants alone. Paul was using faith to show them the promises apply to anyone—Jew or
Gentile—who placestheir trust in God for sdvation. Hewastelling them the requirement for receiving the
promises made to Abraham is not that you be born a Jew, but that you have faith. Thisiswhy, after taking
awhole chapter to explain that we are justified by faith, he goes on to say:

For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to
Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness
of faith. For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and
the promise made of none effect: Because the law worketh wrath: for
where no law is, there is no transgression. Therefore it is of faith, that it
might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed,;
not to that only which is of the law [believing Hebrews] , but to that also
which is of the faith of Abraham [believing Gentiles]; who is the father of
usall.

Romans 4:13-16

Paul was not preaching the gospd to the Roman Christians. Nor was he explaining the gospel to them.
Hewas explaining therelationship of God' s promisesto Abraham to the Gentileswho believed. I’'m going
to show you through Scripture tonight that not only Paul, but everybody in the New Testament preached
the same gospel message, and that gospel wasthe gospel of “ repentance”. I’ m not going to read the entire
forth chapter of Romans because that would makethis messagetoo long. It salready too long asitis. I'll
just highlight the points | want you to notice. There are two basic terms Paul usesin histeaching on
justification in this chapter. They are “faith” and “believe’ (or believed).



Hesaid Abraham: “...bdlieved God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness’ (v.3). Hesaid: “...to
him that worketh not, but believeth on him that judtifieth the ungodly, hisfaith iscounted for righteousness
(v.5). Hesaid: “...itisof faith, that it might be by grace...” (v. 16). He said Abraham: “...staggered not at
the promise of God through unbdlief; but was strong in faith (v. 20). And he said Abraham was: “...fully
persuaded that what he[God] had promised, hewas able also to perform; and thereforeit wasimputed
to him for righteousness (vs. 21-22). So then, according to what Paul taught in this chapter, what arethe
requirementsfor justification? What is necessary in order for aperson to justified? Theanswer is aperson
must believe or have faith to be justified—correct?

Noticeably absent in Paul’ steaching about justification in Romans chapter four isthe need for repentance.
Read that chapter for yourself and you will seethat repentanceisn’t even mentioned. Paul said we can be
justified without repentance. He said justification comes by believing what God has said. Therefore, my
isquestion is: Isthis the gospel ? Was Paul “preaching the gospel” in Romans chapter four?

If your answer Yes—you arepart of themgjority of today’ s Chrigtians, including most theologians, scholars,
preachers, and Bible teachers, who agree. Y ou are part of the majority who have based their entire
theology of Redemption onwhat Paul taught in Romans chapter four. If your answer is No—if you do not
believe thisisthe gogpe—then you are part of avery smdl minority of Christianswho are continualy being
accused by the mgjority of trying to be saved by “their ownworks’ because we require more than belief
to be saved.

Thegospd of belief—with or without repentance—isafa segospe, and thisisprecisdy themessagethat’s
being preached all over thisplanet. | find thisincredible, given the fact that according to the Scripture,
repentanceis every bit asimportant asfaith. Asamatter of fact, repentance must precede faith. When God
isdrawing a person and that person is responding, repentance comes before faith!

The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight. John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.

Mark 1:3-4

Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto
John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. And he came into all the
country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins; As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the
prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

Luke 3:2-4

Theremust beapreparation in the human heart to receive the Lord, and that preparation isrepentance.
John preached the gospel of repentance—not agospel of belief in Jesus; not a gospel of being fully
persuaded of the promises! It snot belief that makesthe heart ready to receivethe Lord; it isrepentance.
Repentance makes Hisway straight. Repentance breaks up thefollow ground (the hard heart) of thesinner
so he can yield to God after he receives the Spirit through regeneration.
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Whenever you hear somebody using Romans chapter four aloneasabasisfor their doctrineof judtification,
you need toredlize you arelistening to afa se gogpel—and probably to afa seteacher aswell. Anyonewho
isthat far away from the truth regarding such an important and fundamenta issue as how we are justified,
is probably teaching all kinds of strange and unbiblical errors.

And he said unto them, These are the words which | spake unto you, while
| was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.
Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the
scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things.

Luke 24:44-48.

Thisaccount is of the two men on the road to Emmaus. They walked with Jesusfor quite awhile before
Herevealed Hisidentity to them. Notice what the L ord said about the gospel that was to be preached to
al nations. The gospel isthat: “ ...repentance and remission of sins should be preached in hisname”.
Belief and faith aren’t even mentioned!

Now, I’m not trying to say faith or belief aren’t necessary. If | weretrying to do that, | would doing the very
samething al these false teachersdo—which isisolate certain passages from the rest of the what the New
Testament says concerning asubject. I’ m just pointing out the fact that repentanceis every bit as necessary
asbdlief. Repentanceisevery hit asnecessary asfaith. It' snot like belief or faith aretheissues, and if there
isrepentance, fine, but if there' snat, i’ snobig dedl because belief and faith are redly the thingsthat count.
That's Satan’ s theology of justification.

If thereis no repentance—which includesfeeling the guilt of your sin and having agodly sorrow for that
sn—therewill beno justification. Y ou can believe like Abraham al you like, or be fully persuaded like
Abraham, it doesn't matter. Y our faithwill beacounterfet. Y ouwill be one of those* professng” Chridtians
that Paul Washer, John MacArthur, and all the rest of them talk about.

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey
God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye
slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentanceto I srael, and forgiveness
of sins.

Acts 5:29-31

When the gpostl e Peter waswitnessing thetruth to theleaders of Isradl, noticetheterms*belief” and “faith”
are not even mentioned. Thisis because the focus of the gospel is repentance toward God! We must
repent. If we do not repent, our belief will be worthless; our faith will be counterfeit.



And how | kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have
shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house,
Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 20:20-21

This passage takes placein Troas, where Paul talked al night and the boy fell out of the window. Notice
what he says. The gospel he preached was not to smply believe (with or without repentance). That’ sthe
gospdl of Antichrist. Paul’ sgospel was. “...repentance toward God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus
Christ”. Repent and believe. Repentance is just as necessary as believing. Moreover, repentance is
required first. We cannot receive true faith without repentance.

Theimportance of repentance should be obviousto anyone who readsthe New Testament. | mean, Hedllo?
Hebrew 6:1 saysrepentanceisthefirst of thefirst principles of Christ. | don’t know how anyone could
possi bly establish theimportance of repentance moresolidly than listing it first among thefirst principles of
the Christian faith—do you? Y et the necessity of repentance for justification has been jettisoned from
today’ s false gospel.

In order to understand the Scriptural view of what isrequired to bejustified, we need only look at what
John the Baptist, Jesus, and the disciples preached. We dready saw the message John preached—it was
the message of repentance. What was the message of Jesus?

He cdled the people to repent. The Scripture says. “From that time [ after Histemptation] Jesus began
to preach and to say, repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17). It also records that
He*"...cameinto Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God and saying, the time isfulfilled
and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye and believe the gospel” (Mk. 1:14-15). Speaking of His
mission, He said: “I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Matt. 9:13).
Speaking to those who told him about the Galileanswho werekilled by Pilate, He said: “1 tell you...except
yerepent ye shall all likewise perish” (Lk. 13:3). Y ou have to be stupid on purpose to miss the focus of
gospel Jesus preached! He called people to repent and believe—but repent first!

How about when Jesus sent the twel ve disciples out two by two? What was their message? Did they go
from place to place quoting Romans chapter four, telling peopleto believelike Abranam did?No. The
Scripture saysthey went from villageto village and “ preached that men should repent” (Mk. 6:12). On
the Day of Pentecost, when Jerusdem wasfilled with Jewsfrom all over theworld, what gospel did Peter
preach? Did he stand up there and say: “Brethren, you need to believe God like Abraham did. You need
to become fully persuaded that God will fulfill His promisesto you, just like Abrahamdid. If you will
simply believe, you be justified just like he was™?

Sorry folks—that’ s not the gospel Peter preached because that’ s not the gospel! First, he told them they
wereguilty of themost horrible crime—murdering their own Messiah. That word pricked their hearts,
meaning, it condemned them. They felt the guilt of their sin. That’swhat made them ask him what they
had to do to be saved. And what was Peter’ s answer? He said: “ Repent and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for theremission of sins...” (Acts 2:37-38). Repent! That’ s the focus of
the true gospel—not believe like Abraham did.



What was the message of the apostle Paul? He told the pagan Athenians that athough God had winked
at their ignorancein the past, He “...now commandeth all men every whereto repent” (Acts17:30). Later,
after hewasarrested, herecounted hisministry before King Agrippa, saying that he: “...shewed first unto
them of Damascus and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judea, and then to the
Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God." (Acts 26:19-20). Neither John the Baptist, Jesus, or
any of the other apostiesever told sinnersto just believe like Abraham believed. That’ sacounterfeit gospel
because it’s only half the truth. It's only presenting half the requirements for salvation.

I’ve said thisbefore, but it bears repeating. We can make the Bible say anything wewant it to say aslong
aswedon’t have to make our theories fit thewhole counsel of Scripture. There are afew places—and
Romansfour isone of them—where “belief” is said to be the only requirement for salvation. But the
overwhelming testimony of the New Testament is that repentance is not an option; it is every bit as
necessary as belief. When you accept the whole counsel of Scripture, it's easy to define the “gospel”
because everyonein the New Testament preached the same message—repent and believe. Repent firt;
then believe. Nobody went around using Roman'’ s four to preach justification.

The affect thisfalse gospel has on those who accept it can be deadly. Many of those who havetried to
cometo Jesuswithout repentance have ended up establishing arelationship with another Jesus. They have
become entangled with an angel of light who poses as Jesus. They have been entangled with aspirit that's
not the Holy Spirit. Thisisthe price they pay for trying to come to Jesus without any guilt or conviction of
sin. Thisisthe price they pay for trying to come to Christ with selfish motives and hearts of stone.
Multitudes of peoplewho havetried to be saved while meeting only half the requirementsfor salvation have
gone into complete deception. They have no ideathey are serving another Jesus.

Not only must we have areal experience of repentance when weinitially cometo the Lord, that initia
breaking must stay with usour wholelife. Peoplewho losetheir spirit of repentance after they have been
saved, usudly end up in deception. Repentanceisevery hit ascritica asfath. Our faith will be counterfeit
if we don’'t cometo God in true repentance and sorrow for sin. And even atrue faith can eventually
become counterfeit if wedon’t continueto walk in aspirit of repentance! If feeling the guilt of snand
having agodly sorrow for sinisnot part of our daily walk, we' re headed for trouble. If there’ sno sorrow
for the things we do that we know are digpleasing to God, we are headed for trouble because nobody with
an unbroken spirit and an un-humbled heart is going to stay out of deception very long.

When our understanding of judtification istwisted and distorted, we will be an unbalanced Chrigtian from
the very start and we are more likely to end up in deception somewhere down theline. That’ swhy the
enemy hastaken such greet painsto pervert the Biblical teaching of justification—it affects usin so many
different ways. Satan has confused us regarding the need for repentance in order to receive justification;
he has confused us regarding what justification does and doesn’t do for us; and he has confused us
regarding the relationship between justification and sanctification.

Everyonethinksthey understand justification. But thefact is, multitudes arewalking in deception regarding
thisbasic Christian doctrine. It’ sincredible how Satan can deceive so many believerswithout them even
redizingit. | want to take afew minutes and look a how the current misunderstanding of justification can
affect us when we try to move into the deeper things of God.



Thefirst truth we must be established in, once werealizeit’ s possibleto go on to perfection, iswhat’s
commonly referred to asthe* death to self message’ or “the message of the cross’. I’ ve made quiteafew
enemiesover thelast few yearsbecause | won't go along with the twisted views of “dying to salf” that so
many Bibleteachersand writersout here arepropageating. Thereason | can't go along with them isbecause
they really don’'t understand what they are talking about.

It’ slike when you have achild who' sjust old enough to figure out that the engine of acar iswhat makes
the car go. One day you start having engine trouble and you are discussing what it might be with someone,
and the kid comesinto the room and starts analyzing the trouble for you. The only problemis, he knows
absolutely nothing about engines—except that they make the car go.

Such agtuation can be cute, or even funny, because heisn't doing any harm. Nobody takes him serioudly.
But when spiritual children do something likethat regarding the deeper thingsof God, it' snot cute—it's
dangerous. If you' re going toteach about going to perfection, you better know what you' re talking about
because if you don’t, you're going to end up hurting God’ s people instead of helping them.

It’ snot hard to get abasic understanding of “dyingto self”. Dying to self meanswe no longer do our own
thing. It meansweno longer follow our own desires, our own goals, or our own plans. It meanswe alow
God to deliver usfrom everything that can defile us spiritually—material possessons, sin, theflesh, the
world, evil spirits, relationships, etc.; and sometimes, being delivered from thesethings can be painful.
That’ s the suffering of the cross.

However, for us, spiritua death isn’t the whole message of the cross, any more than physical degth was
thewholestory regarding Jesus. The other half of that messageislife—spiritua resurrection life—andright
hereiswheredl the confus on begins because dthough many of these ministersaren’t confused about who
itisthat must die and be buried with Jesus, they sure are confused about who it isthat must be raised and
live with Jesus.

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptisminto
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall
be also in the likeness of hisresurrection: Knowing this, that our old man
is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.
Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:
Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath
no more dominion over him. Eor in that he died, he died unto sin once: but
in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.




Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin thereforereign in your
mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye
your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have
dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
Romans 6:1-14

Paul used the physical death and resurrection of Jesusin this passageto illustrate our spiritual death and
resurrection. Whenweread this, most of usknow intuitively that thisisthekey to avictoriousChrigtianlife,
but we don’t really know how it works. Listen to what Paul said: * Therefore we are buried with him by
baptisminto death: that like as Christ was raised up fromthe dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life. . .For if we have been planted together in the likeness of
his death, we shall be also in the likeness of hisresurrection”. Who is Paul talking about when he says,
“we’, “ye’, “you”, “1”, “your”, “yourselves’ and “theold man”. Whoisit that died with Jesus? Whoisit
that was raised with Jesus?

Y ou may say: “Oh, that’s easy. The answer is, you. You are the one who was buried and raised.”
That’ strue—but my questionis. which you?Don’t you redizethat in order for you to be spiritualy planted
onekind of creatureand spiritually raised another kind of creature, there must betwo of you? Surely you
don't think the“you” who went down into the grave isthe same “you” who came up out of the grave, do
you? There’ s more than one you! There' sthe old you and there' s the new you.

But thisisnot what' s being taught by preachers and Bible teachers out here. What they areteaching is, it's
you went into the grave but only Christ came out. They quote Paul’ swords:. “| amcrucified with Christ”
(Gal. 2:20); and “I die daily” (1. Cor. 15:31)—but they don’t really know what they are talking about
becausefor them, everythingis Christ, and Christ alone must get al theglory. If you take any credit for
anything God doesthrough you—I" m not talking about taking all the credit; I’ m talking about taking any
credit—you’ reguilty of stealing God' sglory. They know theidentity of the* you” who hasdied with Chrigt,
but they don’t know the identity of the “you” who lives with Christ.

Weadl know who theold “you” is, don't we? The old you isthat person who was asdlfish, ignorant jerk.
The old you was that person who bar-hopped and partied and lived for the world. The old you was that
person who smoked and cussed. Or maybe you weren'’t that wicked outwar dly. Maybe you wereamoral
person. Maybe you were ardigious person. Maybethe old you wasraised in a Christian home but never
actually became a Christian. Maybe the old you was one of those “professing” Christians.

Whatever theold youwas, I'm sureyou can easly identify it. My questionis: can you identify thenew you?
Thismay surpriseyou, but most people can’t. They are actually quite confused when it comesto thenew
you. Sometimesthey say it' s Christ. Sometimesthey say it'sthe old you. Thefact is, they don’t know who
it is—and such ignorance doesn’'t hel p people; it only confusesthem. Y ou can't just preach death al the
time. Y ou must a so preach life. The message of the cross is death and resurrection, not just death. To
preach the one without the other isto preach error. When Paul said we are dead to sin, and that we walk
in newness of life—what “we” is he talking about?
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Isthe old “you” dead to sin?
Can the ald “you” walk in newness of life?
Can the old “you” walk in the likeness of the Lord’ s resurrection?

Obvioudy, theanswer isno. Theold “you” isfalen and snful—right? Evenif it smora and religious, it's
gl sinful; it il can’t walk in newnessof life. Theold *you” wascrucified with Christ. Theold“you” was
buried with Christ. Well then, what about the new “you”?

Isthe new “you” dead to sin?
Can the new “you” walk in newness of life?
Can the new “you” walk in the likeness of the Lord’ s resurrection?

Obvioudy, the answer isyes, for that is exactly what Paul said we should be doing! We should be dead
to snand waking in newness of life. So | ask again: who isthis new you? Isthe new you, Christ? It can’t
be—Paul saidit’sChristin YOU. Wéll then, isthe new you, just the new you? 1t can’'t be—Paul saidit’'s
CHRIST in you.

| am crucified with Christ: nevertheless| live; yet not |, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Galatians 2:20

Thisisone of the key verses ministers use when teaching on degth to self. Unfortunately, they redlly don’t
understand what Paul meant when he said: “...nevertheless, | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me”.
What hemeant was, Christ livesin me. Hedidn’t mean Christ replaces me—which isexactly what most
of these people areteaching. Thereisasbig difference between those two concepts. Therehhasto beame
for Christ tolivein. There hasto be avessdl for Him to dwell in and that vessel can’t be the old wicked
methat was buried. There hasto be aclean vesse—anew me. If there hasto beaclean vessel for Christ
tolivein, then theremust bea*“you” whichisnether theold you (whichisrotting inthe grave), or “Christ
inyou” (who is God). There must be anew vessel for Christ in you to live and work through.

Of course, that righteousness must comefrom Jesus. It must be Hisrighteousness. But that righteousness
hasto be more than alegal position that’ s covering the old, sinful you (who is supposed to be deed). It has
to befruit that's coming from the new you (who' s supposed to be walking in newness of life). The new
you is not asinner; the new you is righteous.

Unfortunately, most of those who talk about dying to self don't believe what Paul said in Romans chapter
six anymorethan the drunk down at theloca pub believesit! The only entity they recognize after you
have been buried with Jesus, is Christ in you. According to them, you must basically disappear. Y ou must
remain hidden; you must stay out of way and out of sight. Y ou must never comeinto the picture and take
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any credit for anything you aredoing. Y ou must never presumethat any righteousthought, any righteous
desire, any righteousword, or any righteous deed which comes from you, hasactually come from you
because nothing righteous can ever possibly comefromyoul! 1t can only comefrom Christinyou. You
remain wicked; even though the old you was (supposedly) buried with Christ. Y ou remain unrighteous;
even though the new you has (supposedly) been raised with Christ!

Theseminigersdeny theredlity that the person who came up out of the graveisrighteous. That’ swhy they
are congtantly reminding usthat only God isrighteous. That’ swhy they are constantly warning usnot to
gedl God' sglory by thinkingwe can actualy berighteous. That’ swhy they constantly tell peoplethey must
never take any credit for anything they do because God will never “ share Hisglory” with another. If you
say “I” did this, or “1” said that, they think you are taking God’ s glory for yourself!

For ingtance, if you saw alittle old lady who needed help getting onto abus, and you went over and helped
her get on that bus, you have no right to say: “1 helped alittle old lady get on a bus today” —because
intheir warped little Cavinistic minds, saying such athing isthe same as sedling the glory from God. The
factis, they don't believe the desire to help that little old lady could possibly have come from you because
thereisno new you—there sonly theold you (whichistill desperately wicked) and“Christinyou”. These
are the only two entities they recognize or understand.

Therefore, to them, arighteous desirelike helping alittle old lady get on abus could never come from
wicked oldyou! Such arighteous desire could only come from somebody whoisrighteous, and the only
onewhoisrighteousis God (or Christinyou). Y ou havenoright to say “you” helped thet little old lady get
on the bus. Instead, you must humble yourself and give God the glory by saying: “Christ in me had a
desireto help a little old lady today and Christ in me helped her”.

The reason these blind guides view things in such a perverted way is because they are following the
perverted doctrines of a perverted man named John Calvin. Calvin was an unconverted lawyer, politician
and murderer who had absolutely no ideawhat Redemption is dl about—and those who follow his errors
are just asignorant as he was regarding the issue.

God' sultimate purposefor creating thisthing we cal the humanraceisto makeit like Himsdlf. Thefirst
creation man (Adam and Eve) was merely a prototype of what God was after. Even at itsbest, that first
creation was not what God intended—though it could have become what God intended if Adam would
have obeyed God and egten from the Tree of Life. Unfortunately Adam choseto rebe in order to save his
relaionship with Eve, after shewas deceived by the Serpent and fell. That falen stateiswhat Paul calsthe
“old man”. Thefirgt creation manis*old” becauseit fell. So God is making anew creation man. Thisis
His ultimate intention and Paul calls that ultimate intention “one new man”.

For heisour peace, who hath made both [ Jew and Gentile] one, and hath
broken down the middle wall of partition [the Law of Moses] between us,
Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments
contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so
making peace.

Ephesians 2:14-15



Noticethat Paul didn’t say God is making abunch of new men (plurd) in this passage—though Heisaso
doing that. In this passage, Paul’ stalking about anew man (sngular). He' stalking about acompletdy new
race of people. He staking about anew race of humanswhowill be much more than human. They will
be Christ-filled humans. They will be both human and divine.

InFirst Corinthians 15:45-47, Paul said the Lord Jesusisthe“last Adam” and the* second man” because
He was the beginning (ie: head, forerunner) of that new race of people. He was the first one off the
spiritual production line. Thisiswhy it'sso important to understand that Jesusis much morethan God's
Messiah. Heis much more than the sacrifice for the sins of theworld. When the Lord walked among us,
Hewasthe head of abrand new race. He wasthe “ Pattern Son”. He isthefirst new creation man, and
God is bringing forth whole body of people just like Him. This new race is divinely human.

The problem with most of the* death to self” teachersout hereisthat they don't redlly believethis. They
don’t redlly believe we are being made divine, and they don’'t believe we are being made divinetoday.
They talk and talk about how that wicked old you must be buried, but they can’t say aword about how
that righteous new you must come up out of that grave! Tothem, all such talk isan attempt to establish our
own righteousness and steal the glory from God.

Now, before anyone accuses me of saying we can become God—Iike the New Age guru’s and the
Humanists teach—Ilet me assure you that | realize we will never become God. | aso redizethat Jesusis
the Son of God in away that wewill never be His sons. Heisthe Second Person of the Trinity; HeisTHE
WORD made flesh; and He isthe sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. None of that will ever apply to
us. Nevertheless, regarding His character, regarding the way He waked with God while He lived asaman
on this earth, regarding the fact that He overcame all temptation to sin, and regarding the fact that he
revealed God to others, Heis our pattern. He isthefirst of this new race.

The saintswho are even now being made like The Pattern Son will ftill have their own willsand their own
persondities. But those wills and persondities will have been conformed to Hisimage and filled with God's
Spirit. Jesusisn't replacing uslike aliensin some Sci-Fi movie, who destroy the person and then walk
around in that person’ sbody. That's Satan’ sversion of “1 am crucified with Christ”—and many ministers
out here are preaching that sadistic version.

That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, And be renewed in the spirit of
your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.

Ephesians 4:22-24

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his
deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after
theimage of him that created him: Wherethereis neither Greek nor Jew,
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but
Christisall, andinall.

Colossians 3:9-11
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Notice what Paul said about thisnew man. In Ephesians, hesaidit’'s: “...created in righteousness and true
holiness’. In Colossians, He said it’s. “...renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created
him’. Theterm“ created” letsusknow thisnew man isnot the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spiritisnot created.
HeisGod, and He existed with the Father from eternity. What' s crested isanew man—anew race, which
isamarriage between avessd made clean and the Spirit who dwellsin that vessdl. The new creation man
is created by God, just like the first creation man was created by God.

The message of the crossis not just about you dying. It salso about you living! Jesus changes us into
another kind of creature and then expresses Himself through that new creature. But thistruth has been
turned into something grotesque by spiritual babieswho aretrying to teach people thingsthey themselves
don’t even understand.

Our walk with Jesusis (or should be) much the same as Hiswalk waswith the Father. The Lord said He
cameto reved the Father. He pointed men to His Father and told the people the Father was* greater” than
Hewas (In. 14:28). He told us He cameto “glorify” and “honor” the Father (n. 8:49), and that He did not
come to do His own will, but the will of the Father (dn. 5:30). In John seventeen He said: “I have
manifested thy name [or nature] unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world” (In. 17:6).
That's our call aswell. We are called to reveal God to the nations.

How did Jesusreved the Father to Israd ? Well, first of al, we must redlize that while Jesus has dways
been “the Son” of God, His name has not aways been “ Jesus’. Jesusis Hishuman name. The name of the
Second Person of the Trinity isTHE WORD. THE WORD became flesh. THE WORD became aman,
and that man’ snameis Jesus. In order todo this, THE WORD emptied Himself of Hisown glory and
powersof Deity. What that meansis, everything Jesus did, He did through theindwel ling Spirit—just as
everything we do, must bethrough theindwelling Spirit. John said the Lord was given the Spirit, just like
we are, the only difference being, He wasgiven the Spirit without measure (Jn. 3:34). We are given the
Spirit by measure. The Father was leading and guiding Jesus every day, through the Spirit, just as Jesus
leads and guides us every day, through that same Spirit.

It was the Father’ swords that Jesus spoke—through the Spirit. It was the Father’ s doctrine that Jesus
taught—through the Spirit. It wasthe Father’ s nature that Jesus manifested—through the Spirit. It wasthe
Father’ shealing and delivering power that Jesus di splayed—through the Spirit. It wasthe Father’ swill that
Jesus carried out—through the Spirit. Sointhissense, therelationship between Jesusand the Father isno
different than our relationship isto Jesus. The same thing Paul said about God working in us, applied to
Jesus—"For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure’ (Phil. 2:13).
It was the Father who worked in Jesus both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

How then did Jesusrelateto thisredlity? Did He act like aCalvinist? Was He obsessed with making sure
everyone knew He wasn't the one who was teaching people, that He wasn'’t the one who was healing
people, and that He was't the one who was doing the works of God? Did He go around saying: “Oh, it's
not me who's doing any of these things. It wasn’t me who just healed that leper over there. It wasn't
me who just taught you the Beatitudes. It wasn’t me who just walked on the water. It was the * Spirit
inme who did all those things. | had nothing to do with it, except that | yielded to what the Spirit
wanted to do through me”.
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Please! That’snot the way Jesustalked. And do you know why He didn't talk that way? Because that
would have been sn—thesin of religious pride (masquerading ashumility). Jesustal ked like any normal

person. He said: “1 have compassion on the multitude” (Matt 15:32); and “Behold, | have told you
before” (Matt 24:24-25). To the disciples, He said: “...teach the nations all things whatsoever | have
commanded you” (Matt 28:19-20). He said: “1 am come to send fire on the earth” (Lk. 12:49-50); and “I

have prayed for thee (Lk. 22:31-32); and “I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day
(In. 7:23-24). He said: “I have kept my Father's commandments...” (Jn. 15:10); and “1 know whom |

have chosen” (an. 13:17-18). | could go on and on, but | think you get the point.

TheLordwasn't afraidto say “1” did something, even though it wasthe Father’ swill He was carrying out,
and even though Hedid it through the Holy Spirit. Hewasn't afraid to look at Hisdisciplesand say, “I
have chosen you” —even though it was really the Father who chose them. That’ s right; technically
gpesking, Jesusdidn’t decide who Histwelve discipleswould be. The Father showed Him which onesto
choose during an al-night prayer session (Lk. 6:12-13). Y et Jesus had no problem saying: “1 have chosen
you”. Do you know why? Because it wastrue. He did choose them. He was the vessel who carried out
God’ s will, so there was nothing wrong with saying He did it!

When preachers quote the words or the acts of Jesus, do they stop and say: “Now we have to remember
folks that Jesus wasn't really doing or saying any of these things; it was really the Spiritin Him. He
just yielded to that work?” No. They know very well Jesus was the one who was teaching, heding, and
doing the works of God—even though He was doing these things through the Spirit.

Wheat about you? When you read the Gogpels, do you Sit there and constantly remind yoursdlf that Jesus
isn't the one speaking—that it’ sthe Spirit in Him? Do you constantly remind yourself that Jesusisn’t the
onewho isdoing theworks—that it’ sthe Spiritin Him? Do you constantly take al the credit from Jesus
for what He' s saying and doing and passit back to the Holy Spirit? Of course not! Y ou know very well
that Jesus was the one who wasteaching and doing those works, even though it wasthe Father’ swill He
was fulfilling, and even though He was fulfilling that will through the Spirit!

If we know better than to look at the relationship between Jesus and the Holy Spirit in such a perverted
way, why dowelisten to ministerswhotell uswe should view our relationship with the Spirit that way; and
that if wedon't, we reguilty of steeling God' s glory? These people don’t understand the new cregtion any
morethan a2-year-old understandsacar engine! They arespiritualy immature; they areignorant of what
God is doing; and they are blindly following the fal se teachings of an unconverted murderer!

Go through theletters of Paul—you know, theguy who said: “1 amcrucified with Christ”—and seeif he
acted likethese Calvinistisdo. Seeif hewas obsessed (like they are) with making sure nobody ever gave
him any credit for anything he said or did. Was he dways being careful to be surehenever said“1” did this
or “1” taught you that because he was afraid he would be stealing the glory from God? No. Hewasn't
caught up in the kind of false humility so many of today’s believers are.

Paul did say there wasno good thing in his“flesh”. But Paul’ sflesh wasthe old Paul. That wasthe Paul
who was supposed to berotting in the grave! Paul never said thereis no good thing in the new cresation!
Henever said the Paul that came out of that grave was till wicked. He said just the opposite. The Paul that
was crucified was Saul, the Pharisee. The Paul that was raised was a new creation.
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The new creation isrighteous; the new creation is holy; the new creation isdivinely human. Y es, God
worked though Paul; but Paul also worked. Y es, God worksthrough us; but we al so work. When God
did something through Paul, it was still Paul who was doing it. When God does something through you,
it still youwhoisdingit. Of course, you' re not doing whatever it isyou are doing aone; but neither is
“Christ in you” doing it alone! It takes two to Tango.

The people who walk under the influence of Calvinism and the false gospdl it has produced, have no
problem saying the person who was buried with Jesuswas wicked. They can wax € ogquent for hours about
how wicked we are, and how we must die. But they have abig problem admitting the person who came
out of that grave isanew creature who belongsto anew race of people, which isboth human and divine.
That’' s something they will never be able to admit because of all the error they believe.

| amthe LORD: that is my name: and my glory will | not give to another,
neither my praise to graven images.
|saiah 42:8

Thisisafavorite passage of those who walk under the influence of today’ sfalse gospd. Any timeyou to
disagreewith them, they accuseyou of trying to save yoursdlf by works. Then, they will solemnly quotethis
verseto you and say: “Your flesh always wants to take the credit for what God isdoing”. It'slike a
broken record—just like the answer they give you about the ones who fall away.

Thetruthis, if you arerisen with Chrigt; if you are waking in newness of life; if you aretruly living and
walking in the spirit; then you are not “another”. Y ou are no more aforeign entity to God than Jesus of
Nazareth was. Y ou are part of God' s new crestion man and He most certainly WILL share Hisglory with
that man! God DOES share His glory with the body of that new creation man, just as He shared it with the
Heed of that new creation man. When we are walking and living in the Spirit; when we are doing the will
of God and alowing Him to live and work through us, we are not “another”! We are of the samedivine
nature as our Father—as the Scripture says:

Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises. that by
these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that isin the world through lust.

Il. Peter 1.4

For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he
for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.
Hebrew 12:10

The problem with most of the people out herewho are talking about dying to self is, they don't believethelr
own doctrine. All their talk about becoming anew creature is just that—talk. They continue to view
themselves (and everyone else) as separate from God. They continue to view themselves and everyone
elseas “another”. They aren't redly identifying themsaves with the new creation. That’ swhy they accuse
people like me of stealing God’ s glory and of trying to be saved by our own efforts.
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Regardlessof what they say or how eloquently they say it, they are not identifying themselveswith the
resurrection of Jesus. If they were, they wouldn't be afraid to say they arerighteous. They wouldn’t be
afraid to say they areanew crestion. If they wereidentifying with the Lord’ sresurrection, they wouldn’t
say God won't share Hisglory with us because we are another”. They wouldn’t say God can't share His
glory with us because we are still wicked, or because we are till asinner (saved by grace). If they were
identifying with Hisresurrection, they wouldn'’t keep telling the brethren they arewicked. They would start
telling them they arerighteous, and that they need to start identifying themsalves as righteous and bring
their conduct in line with that reality!

When you are walking in the spirit and doing God’ swill, you arenot aforeign entity that God refusesto
share Hisglory with. Y ou are part of Hisnew creation man, which isdivinely human. When God doesa
work through you, He snot sitting up in heaven, fretting over whether or not you aregoing to steal some
of Hisglory. God isnot aCalvinist! Hedoesn't mind sharing Hisglory withHisnew creation! Don’t we
realize HE sgoing to be sharing His glory with usfor al eternity? When we' re resurrected, wewill be of
the same divine nature, we will be filled with His Spirit, and we will be immortal!

| guess these people never read the book of Revelation. | guessthey don't realize what Jesus said about
those who overcome. He said: “To himthat overcometh will | grant to sit with mein my throne, even
as| also overcame, and am set downwith my Father in histhrone” (Rev. 3:21). Hello? Whereis Jesus
gtting, right now?He ssitting inthe Father’ sthrone. And wherewill you besitting if you overcomeand are
set down with Jesusin Histhrone?Y ou will be siting in the Father’ sthrone, long with Jesus. If that’ s not
sharing God' s glory, nothing il

We need to wake up from the stupor these ignorant children have put usin and realize who we arein
Chrigt! Weare anew creation. We arerighteous! We are not the same person who was buried with Jesus.
We are not aforeign entity. We are not part of the first Adam; we are part of the second Adam! | say
again, most of the “ministers’ out here who are (supposedly) “ preaching the cross’ don’t know what
they’ retalking about. All they can ever doistell you, you' rewicked and you haveto die. They can’t ever
tell you, you' re righteous because you’ ve been raised! They can't ever tell you, you' re anew creation
becausethey don't redlly believe what Paul taught in Romanssix. It sall death, desath, death. Thereisno
resurrection. They don’'t recognize the new you. They only recognize “Christ in you”.

When | say we haveto diein order that the life of Christ might come forth in us, I'm talking about
something vastly different these people are. I'm saying the old you goes into the grave and anew you
comesout. They’re saying theold you goesinto the grave and only Christ comes out. Thereisno new you.
Thereisonly “Christin you”.

When| say “Chrig inyou”, that’ sexactly what | mean—Chrigt inyou. It's'Y OU who are doing the works.
Christ inyou isempowering you and enabling you to do God' swill. Whenthey say “Christinyou”, they
mean something entirely different. They mean Christ ASyou. Y ou must disappear, or at thevery least,
remain hidden in the shadows.

Someone may say: “If the new me isrighteous, why do | still sin? Why do | till run ahead of God at
times or miss His checkings at times. Why do | still have a problemin this area or that area of my
life?” How can | view myself as righteous when | know I’m not? Isn’'t that lying. Isn’t that being a
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hypocrite? Isn’'t that walking in spiritual unreality? That very question shows you don’'t understand
what Paul taught in Romans six. The key to understanding this spiritua engineliesin theterm “reckon”. We
are to reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive unto God.

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in
your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither vield
ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

Romans 6:11-14

Reckoning ourselves dead is something we do. It’s not something we believe or confess. We do haveto
believeit, but believingitisn’t enough. Wea so haveto act on that belief every day. In God’ seyes, we
werecrucified with Jesus, wewer e buried with Jesus; and wewereraised with Him. It sadonededl. But
that’ s only our position. Our position must become an earthly reality. God sees the finished product
because He dwellsoutside of time and space. But down here, insde of time and space, we haveto actualy
become that finished product. The way we move from God seeing us as the finished product to actualy
becoming that finished product is by reckoning ourselves dead to sin and alive unto God.

With regards to reckoning ourselves dead, we have to do more than “believe” our old man isdead. We
have believe it enough to choose to be dead every day. Whenever the desires of the old man begintorise,
wemust ACT. Wemust deny them. Thisiswhere using our willsto resst sin becomes extremedy important.
Whenever those old desires crop us, we haveto resst them with all the strength we have, and we haveto
ask the Lord to empower our wills. If wecall ontheLord for help, and exercise our willsagainst sin, God
will strengthen us with His own power.

When werefuseto givein to the desires of the old man, that’ s reckoning oursalves dead. But that’ snot the
whole gtory. We dso haveto reckon oursdvesalive. Thisisjust asimportant as reckoning ourselves deed.
Wereckon oursdvesaliveby nolonger identifying oursalvesastheold man. Y es, we till have anold man;

but we are no longer that man. In order to reckon yoursdlf alive, you haveto stop saying: “ Theseare‘ my’

bad desires or ‘my’ sinsand | need to get delivered from them”. When you talk like that, you are
confessing that you ARE theold man. Y ou’ ve just confessed that the old man’ sdesiresand snsare* your”

desires and sins. Stop doing that!

Start confessing that the old man’ sdesiresand sinsare no longer your desires and sins becauseyou are
no longer that man! Start confessing that you are anew creation. My Lord; we sing that song—"“I’'mA
New Creation”—»but we don’t even believe the wordswe re inging! We don't redly believe we ve been
raised with Jesus. To reckon ourselves alive, we must start identifying with the new man.

Thisisnot hypocrisy or adenia of reality—weareanew creation. Just because we haven't been fully
delivered from the old creation yet, that doesn’t mean we still arethat old creation! Satan wants usto keep
identifying with the old creetion because he know that if we do, we will never get free fromit. That’ swhy
itirritates SO much to hear theseignorant ministerstelling God' s people week in and week out thet they are

15



wicked. That’ sexactly what Satan wantsusto believel Hewantsusto believe we arewicked and that we
will dways bewicked. These ministers are continually focusing the minds of God' s people on theold
creation, and they are congtantly telling themthey still arethat old creation Thosewho only preach deeth,
death, death, are helping Satan to keep God' s people from walking in life, life, life!

They cantalk about “thecross’ al they like—Satan islaughing because he seeswhat they areredly doing.
He seesthat week in and week out, they tell the God' s people they are till the old creation. He seesthat
week in and week out, they tell the God’ s people their hearts are desperately wicked.

Will, I've got newsfor all theseignorant children—my heart isn’'t wicked. The Holy Spirit cleansesthe
heart of genuinebelievers. Y es, the old meisstill wicked—that’ strue. And yes, | can come down off the
cross any moment of theday and yield to hiswickedness. But heain't me, and | ain’'t him, anymore! I'm
anew creation. So don't talk that kind of trash to me! If your heart is still desperately wicked, then |
suggest you REPENT and becomeaREAL Chrigtian. If your heart is still wicked, you should go talk to
Paul Washer. He' s real good at helping “professing” Christians become real Christians.

When wewalk in aspirit of repentance every day, we know very well what we are without Jesus. We
know very well what the old meislike—and thisis good. We must walk in that kind of redity. But that's
not the end of the story. We must also know what we are with Jesus. We must aso know what the new
meislike. The new meisnot “Christ in me’! Christ in meis God.

Tak about preaching heresy! That’ sexactly what these ministersare doing (without realizing it). Intheir
view, thereisno new me. Thereisno clean vessd whoisactudly righteous. There sonly theold me (which
must disgppear) and Christin me(whoisGod). Excuseme! If thereisno new you who isrighteous—guess
what? Christ hasreplaced you. And if Christ has replaced you—guesswhat? Christisyou. Y ou have
become Christ. Y ou have become God!

Brethren, it’ stimetowakeup! It' stimeto stop listening to thiskind of Calvinitic trash. These peopledon’t
know what they aretaking about. They don’t redlize they are propagating Satan’ slies under the guise of
“preaching the cross’. We must cleanse our minds of all this error and start walking in the truth.
Positionally, we are not only dead to sin, we alive unto God.

Experientially, we not only have to die to sin, we also have to live unto God.

Living unto God iswaking in newness of life. Living unto God is being anew creature. Y ou are anew
creature! Start confessing it; start identifying withit; and start ACTING likeit! Lay hold of the goodness
of God; lay hold of the power of God; and start walking in the life He has made available to you!

In Jesus name!
Amen
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