WALKINGINLIFE

And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto
carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. | have fed you with milk, and not
with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye
able. For ye areyet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and
strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? For while one
saith, | amof Paul; and another, | am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? Who
then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even
asthe Lord gave to every man? | have planted, Apollos watered; but God
gavetheincrease. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he
that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. Now he that planteth and
he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward
according to his own labour.

|. Corinthians 3:1-8

The subject of thischapter isthefact that the believersat Corinth were il baby (ie: carnal) Chrigtians, and
oneof thesignsthat they were carna wasthefact that they were dividing up into factionswith regardsto
whothey felt wasthegreatest minister who wasministering to them at that time. Then they would associate
themselves with that particular minister. Some thought Apollos was greater, so they were associating
themsalveswith Apollos. Othersthought Paul was greater, so they were associating themsel ves with Paul.
When Paul realized what was going on, he said: “You'reall wrong; you're all acting like the people of
theworldact”. Neither | or Apollos or anything. We are just messenger and servants of the Lord. Christ
isthe onewho isto be magnified. Chrit isthe onewho needsto befollowed. Y ou should identifying with
Jesus Christ. Then he goes on to speak against the “wisdom” that was behind al the division and the
exaltation of men.

Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wisein
thisworld, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. For the wisdom of
thisworld isfoolishness with God. For it iswritten, He taketh thewisein
their own craftiness. And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the
wise, that they are vain. Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things
are yours; Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours;, And ye are
Christ's, and Christ is God's.

|. Corinthians 3:18-23

Paul said: “...let no man glory in men” becauseit’ sthewisdom of thisworld that causes both the believer
and the unbeliever to glory in men. That’ sthe end of chapter thirteen, but it’s not the end of this subject.
The next chapter continues the sameline of thought. Paul starts out by saying: “Let a man so account of
us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it isrequiredin
stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1. Cor. 4:1-2). Then, in verses

six and seven he says.
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And these things, brethren, | have in a figuretransferred to myself and to
Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above
that which is written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against
another. For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou
that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou
glory, asif thou hadst not received it?

1 Corinthians 4:6-7

So everything Paul issaying in the previous chapter, and in thisone, isfor the purpose of getting these
carna believersto stop thinking of men* abovethat whichiswritten”, sothey themsalveswill stoptrying
to exalt themselves above each another. Then he says.

For | think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were
appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to
angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in
Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are
despised.

I. Corinthians 4:9-10

Let me read this passage from the Contemporary English Version.

It seems to me that God has put us apostlesin the worst possible place. We
arelike prisoners on their way to death. Angels [wicked] and the people of
this world just laugh at us. Because of Christ we are thought of as fools,
but Christ has made you wise. We are weak and hated, but you are
powerful and respected.

Contemporary English Version

Here Paul contraststhe experience of those who have paid the priceto have their own spiritua lifeand
those who are merely partaking of someone else’slife. The experience of those who have paid the price
which isrequired to have their own lifeisthat they are:

~ Appointed to death

~ Made a spectacle (in the eyes of the world)

~ Foolsfor Christ’s sake (in the eyes of the world)
~ Weak (in their own wisdom and strength)

~ Despised (by the world)

The experience of those who have not paid the price to havelife, and thus have no life of their own, but
who are feeding off the life of those who have paid the price, isthat they are:

~ Wise (in the eyes of the world)
~ Strong (in their own wisdom and strength)
~ Honorable (in the eyes of the world)
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It's very easy to get some Bible knowledge under our belt, and then take that knowledge and start a
“ministry” with it. Thisiswhat happens all thetime to people who go to seminaries. They go to these
schoolsof learning and their mindsare stuffed with Bible knowledge and thetheol ogy of whatever religious
group that schoal ispart of. Then, when they are done, they are given apiece of paper with fancy littletitles
behind their names and they go off into some kind of ministry.

Andthiskind of thing isnot limited to thoseind de the Religious System, with their greet centers of learning,
wherethey focuson theology and Textua Criticism. It' sdoneall thetime by those outsidethe system. In
fact, it smuch easer to do it out here because out here we are not required to have a certificate with fancy
littletitles behind our names. We are not required to have the officid endorsements of religious leaders or
ingtitutions. All we need issomereligiouswisdom, some Bible knowl edge, and some human talent, such
asthe ability to speak or write.

Even when God givesusa*“gift” that can be used for kingdom service, we gill haveto redize that having
aspiritual gift doesnot necessarily mean wearewalkingin spiritual life. Many people havereceived a
genuine spiritud gift from God—as gift of reveation; agift of heding; etc—and have used that gift to glorify
themselves and build their own little religious kingdom.

None of thishasanything to do with thekind of ministry that comesfrom avessael who haspaid the price
to have, and to walk in, the actua life of God. Knowledge about God and/or His plan, knowledge about
the Scripture, and even recelving aspiritud gift, doesnot equal having the life of God. Thereisapricethat
must be paid in order to havelife. In severa places—one of whichisin this chapter—Paul givesusa
glimpse of what that price consists of. He says:

Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and
are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place; And labour, working with
our_own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:
Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are
the offscouring of all things unto this day. | write not these things to
shame you, but as my beloved sons | warn you. For though ye have ten
thousand instructorsin Chrigt, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ
Jesus | have begotten you through the gospel. Wherefore | beseech you, be
ye followers of me.

|. Corinthians 4:11-16

Paul’slistisn't very pleasant isit? Most Christianswould never willingly embrace situationswherethey
werethirsty and hungry; wherethey are naked and buffeted; wherethey had no certain dwelling place;
wherethey arereviled, defamed, and made asthefilth of the world; and where they are the offscouring of
all things. In addition, most of today’ s preachers and teachers and apostles and prophetswoul d not cotton
up to theidea of laboring or working with their own hands!

In another passage, when Paul isforced to defend his own authority as an apostle, he gives some more
examples of the price that’ s required to have life;
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Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they
Abraham's descendants? So am |. Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of
my mind to talk like this.) I am more. | have worked much harder, beenin
prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to
death again and again. Five times| received from the Jews the forty lashes
minus one. Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was stoned, three
times | was shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the open sea, | have
been constantly on the move. | have been in danger fromrivers, in danger
from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles;
in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in
danger fromfalse brothers. | have labored and toiled and have often gone
without dleep; | have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without
food; | have been cold and naked. Besides everything else, | face daily the
pressure of my concern for all the churches. Who isweak, and | do not feel
weak? Whoisledinto sin, and | do not inwardly burn? If I must boast, | will
boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father of the
Lord Jesus, who is to be praised forever, knows that | am not lying. In
Damascus the governor under King Aretas had the city of the Damascenes
guarded in order to arrest me. But | was lowered in a basket from a window
in the wall and slipped through his hands.

[1. Corinthians 11:22-33 NIV

Here' sanother list that isn't very pleasant. And again, most Christians would never willingly allow
themselves to be put into situations where they were frequently imprisoned, severely flogged, and
repeatedly exposed to desth. Most of uswould resist thingslike receiving thirty ninelashesfivetimes, or
being beaten with rodsthreetimes, or being stoned once, or being shipwrecked threetimes, one of which
we ended up spending awhole day and night (probably clinging to apiece of wood) drifting at sea. Most
of uswould resist Situations where we were constantly on the move, or where we werein danger from
rivers, from bandits, from other Christians, from the unsaved, from thosein the city, from thosein the
country, etc. And few of uswould relish astuation where the mayor of acity sendsthe policeto arrest us.

But thisisexactly the kind of experience Paul wishesthe believersat Corinth would have when he said:
"...beyefollowersof me’. Hewas't just telling them to accept histeachingsor hisministry. Hewastdling
them to follow his example. He wastelling them to embrace the kind of life God was leading him into, by
way of all the suffering he experienced. Thisiswhy he could says things like:

The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith our spirit, that we are the children of

God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;

if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
Romans 8:16-17

For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him,
but also to suffer for his sake.

Philippians 1:29
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That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that
we are appointed thereunto. For verily, when we were with you, we told
you before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and
ye know.

|. Thessalonians 3:3-4

It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with
him: If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will
deny us...Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
per secution.

[1. Timothy 2:11-12 & 3:12

In order to have spiritual life, we must die—and death entail s suffering. Paul understood this. That'swhy
he said if we "mortify (mortify means put to death) the deeds of the body" we would live spiritually;
meaning, wewould have spiritud life. But if welive"after theflesh” wewill die spiritudly; meaning, wewill
have no spiritua life (Rom. 8:13). We may have knowledge; we may have gifts; but we won't have life.

That's also why he said we must bear about in our bodies "the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also
of Jesus might be made manifest” in us (I1. Cor. 4:10 ). It'swhy he said he wanted to partake of the
Lord' ssufferings and be made conformabl e unto hisdeath (Phil. 3:10). He knew that resurrection lifeonly
comes out of death. We have to make atrade—our life for His.

Thisisasowhy he said hetook pleasureininfirmities, reproaches, necessities, persecutionsand distresses.
What? Remember thetwo lisiswejust looked at, regarding dl the things he suffered? And he said hetook
pleasurein experiencing thosethings! Whointheir right mindswould say they take pleasurein al those
horriblethings? The answer is. the man who redlizes that these thingswere crucifying hislife, and asaresult,
God'slifewasbeing released in and through him. And remember, none of these things were happening to
Paul because hewasliving in sin. All thiswas coming upon him because hewas serving God with al his
heart. All these thingswere happening to him precisaly because he was being absolutely faithful to God!

The Corinthians wanted to walk in the kind of life and power Paul had, but they weren’t willing to go
through the suffering (pay the price) Paul did in order to getit. That’ swhy Paul first tellsthem dl thethings
he suffered, and thentdlsthemto follow hisexample. It's certainly not apleasant redlity to face, but it sthe
truth: suffering is the only thing that brings God' s life forth in us.

Today’ s Chrigtiansface the same dilemma. They would liketo walk in thelife and the power the apostle
Paul walked in, but few of them are willing to go through what Paul did to obtain that life and power. We
would al liketo havethe kind of impact on the world that Paul had. But few of usarewilling to pay the
pricethat Paul did, in order to walk in the kind of life he walked in, so we would have that kind of an
impact on theworld that he had. So without realizing it, we unconsciencly bargain with God. Webargain
with Him through our daily choicesand decisions, the sum of which amountsto this: I'll give up some of
my own desires and some of my own life, in order to get some of Y our life and some of Y our power.
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For what glory isit, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this
is acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his

steps.

|. Peter 2:20-21

Thereason Paul could tell the Corinthiansto follow hisexampleis because he wasfollowing Christ’s
example! Peter said when we arepunished for our faultsand wetakeit patiently thereisno glory inthat.
Thisisexpected. We shouldn’t whimper or complain at al when we are punished for wrong doing. But
when we are doing right, when we are obeying God and serving Him faithfully, and we suffer for that and
wetakeit patiently, then we have something to glory in, for that iswhat Jesus experienced. Hewas sinless,
yet he took the punishment for our sins. He was persecuted for being faithful to God. He wasreviled for
obeying God. He was condemned for freeing God’ s peopl e from the bondage of evil spirits. He suffered
that thelife and power of the Father might be reveal ed through Him, “leaving us an example” that we
should “follow in his steps’.

The Scriptureisvery cleer—we are called to suffer; we areappointed unto suffering. When God callsus
to becomeabdiever, Heiscdling usalife of suffering, self-denid, lonelinessand eventualy death. This
is exactly what Jesus said:

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.
Matthew 16:24

And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be
my disciple.
Luke 14:27

Thereisno ambiguity in the Lord's message. He made sure we would understand exactly what Heis
demanding. Thecrossisaninstrument of suffering and death. So when Jesus said we must take up our own
personal cross, He istelling us we have to embrace alife of suffering and eventual death

The cold-blooded redlity is, Jesus said He wants usto suffer! He wants usto suffer because, like Peter and
Paul, Heknew that the only way God'slife can comeforthinusisif our lifedies; and our lifewill never die
aslong asthecarnd natureishaving al it sdesiresfulfilled. Thisiswhy the*You Can Have Your Bet Life
Now” message is the opposite of the true Gospel.

The difference between the Old Covenant & the New Covenant.

~ Old Covenant - the faithful were given agood Adamic life
~ New Covenant - the faithful must crucify the Adamic life to have God' slife.

It seasy to talk about the need to suffer. It seasy to repesat these verses of Scriptureand their implications
like ataperecorder, day inand day out. What’ snot easy isto let God actualy bring usinto that kind of
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awadlk. It'sso easy totalk about the need to lose our lifewhile at the sametime, refusing to actualy give
it up. It saso easy to talk about losing our lives when we redly have no idea how much of that lifewe are
supposed to lose or how we actudly loseit. How do you lose your life anyhow? What does|osing your
life entail? How do we lay down our livesin the areas of:

~ Job?

~ House?

~ Career?

~ Marriage?

~ Past Times?

~ Hobbies?

~ Entertainment?

Does“losing” it meanit’ sactualy taken away fromus? Does*“losing” it mean we can never experiencethe
normal thingsinlife. Well, what did Jesus say to the di scipleswhen they asked Him what they would get
in return for all the things they gave up?

Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and
followed thee; what shall we have therefore? And Jesus said unto them,
Verily | say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration
when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one that
hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or
wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.

Matthew 19:27-29

“We have forsaken all”, said Peter. Take a close look at how Jesus responded, for it goes against the
grain of today’ s church culture. What He said is diametricaly opposed to everything we have been taught
inthe system. Part of the“dl” that believerswill be called to forsake includes natural relationships—even
up to and including our children and our wives. Since divorceiscommon these days, leaving awife behind
isnolonger abig deal. But forsaking childrenistill abig taboo. Forsaking children would not even bea
consderationintoday’ sfamily-oriented church culture. Virtudly al religiousleaderstel | usthat Godwould
never lead usto forsake our children, regardiess of what happens! Well, | guess they never read this
passage, did they? Soyes, literaly forsaking natura relaionshipsispart of thepricethat isrequired towak
inlife.

Just a side note: We know Peter had awife, and that he didn’t literally forsake her because later
Paul talks about Peter taking his wife with him on ministry trips (1. Cor. 9:5). But I’'m sure their
relationship was not the normal kind of marriage relationship. And particularly not the “Blondie
Dagwood” thing we Americans are accustomed to. Moreover, we aso know that Paul didn’t
have awife and he said he wished that all men were as he wasin thisregard (I Cor. 7:7).
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Weknow that Peter literally forsook hisfishing trade to follow the Lord. So yes, sometimes forsaking a
career (not necessarily ajob) ispart of the pricethat isrequired towalk inlife. Part of that “all” hasto do
with“houses’ andlands’. Didn’t Paul say hehad “no certain dwelling place’ ? Didn’t Jesus say: “ Thefoxes
have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head”?
(Mmatt. 8:20) So yes, sometimesforsaking houses and landsis part of the pricethat isrequired to comeforth
inlife.

But losing our life doesn’'t dways mean we haveto literdly forsakethings. Many timeit just means putting
the thingsthat arelegal and moral in our life under the government of God, so that Heisthe onewho is
in control of them.

Jesuswaswillingtoloseall Hislifein order to fulfill the purpose God had planned for Him. He never
married and had children. Though he learned atrade, it was not a career to Him. When it cametimeto
enter Hisministry, Hedidn't [eftital behind. He never thought about whether or not Hewould lose His
customer base. Hewas aman of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Hewasthe exact opposite of “Having
Your Best Life Now”.

So how much life dowe want to have and walk in? How serious arewe about fulfilling the destiny God has
laid out for us?
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