THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH CALLING

Not as though | had already attained, either were already perfect: but |
follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also | am apprehended
of Christ Jesus. Brethren, | count not myself to have apprehended: but this
onething | do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before, | press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:12-14

There is something to presstoward, after we have been born again. There is something to presstoward,
after we have been baptized inthe Holy Spirit. Thereis something to presstoward, after we have been
givenaministry or agift to edify therest of thebody. Paul callsit “theprize’. A prizeissomethingthatis
won. Thisterm prize, isthe Greek word, “ brabeion” (brab-i*-on). It means an award; and more particularly
aprize won in public games. Paul uses this same word one other place:

Know ye not that they which run in aracerun all, but one receiveth the
prize (brabeion)? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth
for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. | therefore so run, not as
uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But | keep under my
body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when | have
preached to others, | myself should be a castaway.

I. Corinthians 9:24-27

Asfar asl can seg, it spretty clear that when Paul talked about believers* apprehending” the prize of the
High Calling, heissaying that we must strive to apprehend this prize, much like professona runners must
striveto apprehend the prize of apublicrace. No runner isautomaticaly given the prize of apublic race,
just because heisarunner. Inthe sameway, no Chrigtian isgoing to be given the prize of the High Caling,
just because they are a Christian! In both cases, the prize must be“ obtained”. Athletes haveto strivefor
the mastery, and so do we. Athletes must be temperate in all things, and so must we.

Thisisthefolly of listening tothegospd that Evangelicals—both Fundamentalist and Pentecosta—have
been preaching for centuries; long before the current apostasy ever started. For hundreds of years, God's
people have been taught that being saved “ by grace’ meansthat we automatically receivethe“ prize’ Paul
referred to. But thisisnot only unscripturd; it’ snot evenlogicd. If the prize of theHigh Cdlingispart of
the * package dedl” that is presented as salvation, then why was Paul trying to obtain that prize 30 years
after he had been “saved by grace’?

Thetruth of what salvation actualy is, hasbeen totally misunderstood and misrepresented by religious

leaders. Salvation hastwo main purposes. Thefirst purpose isto save usfrom something. The second
purpose is to save us to something.
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Weare saved fromthewrath of God through forgiveness, justification and imputed righteousness. These
thingsare the"freegift” al the evangedlists and the miss onaries preach about. They are not based on our
own efforts or our own merits. Wedon't “win” forgiveness; we don't “obtain” justification; we don’t
“apprehend” imputed righteousness. We receive them through faith and trust in the blood of Jesus.

Unfortunately, thisisthe only part of salvation that isever preached. Few ministers go on to tell the people
that after being saved from God’ swrath through faith in the blood of Christ, they then need to be saved
tothegod of savation; which isto comeforth in the very image and likeness of Jesus. That isthe purpose
of sanctification. We don’t receive sanctification “by grace”. Sanctification isa process whereby the
imputed righteousof Jesus becomes our own righteousness. It isaprocess whereby what isaccounted to
uslegaly, becomesaredity that we are actudly living and walking in every day. What istrue of uslegaly,
in the spirit, becomes true of usin word and deed. We move from a place simply being accounted as
righteous while we still act unrighteoudly, to a place wherein fact become righteousin our every day
conduct and life style. Actually becoming righteousis what we are saved to.

Preaching only the first part of salvation has produced, and will continueto produce, various kinds of
believers who will experience different kinds resurrected states in the coming kingdom.

~ True Christians who will obtain the prize of the High Calling.
~ True Christians who will obtain some rewards, but not the prize of the High Calling.
~ True Christians who will lose all their rewards, but who will still be saved by fire.

~ True Christians who will lose everything, including their initial salvation.

Yea doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom | have suffered the loss of
all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be
found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God
by faith:

Philippians 3:8-9

Paul tellsusvery clearly what the “prize is, that heistalking about. Noticethat he said he wastrying to
“win Chrigt”! Now, think about that statement for aminute. The greatest apostle of al timewastryingto
win Christ. What did he mean? How do wewin Christ? |'s he talking about winning the forgiveness of
Chrigt? Can't be; he dready had that by faith. Is he talking about winning the judtification of Christ? Can't
be—he dready had that by faith. Is hetalking about winning the imputed righteousness of Chrigt? Can’t
be—he already had that by faith.

Anyonewho hasnot been brainwashed by the errors of Evangelical Christianity would be ableto seethat
Paul wastrying towintheimageof Christ. Hewas seeking to attain full transformation into Hislikeness.
Full transformation into theimage of Christ isthegoal of the Chrigtian race. It isthefinish linethat God
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wantsusall to cross—not after we die and go to heaven but inthislife. Because of all theerrorsGod's
people have been taught for centuries, few of them understand that transformation must be apprehended
while we are dive in the flesh, and that it can only be apprehended by obedience and suffering.

That | may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
Philippians 3:10

Thegreet cry of Paul’ sheart and the thing that motivated him in everything he did was: “....that | might know
Him”. Hesad, | want to know Jesus so intimatdly, so fully, that | am changed into Hisvery likeness. Once
again, transformation into the image of Jesusis not an endowment, automatically bestowed upon us by
unmerited favor (grace); it' sareward that we must obtain. It' sarace that we must win. It's something that
must be “ apprehended”. It' s something that we must presstowards, in thislife, after we have been born
again and filled with the Spirit. Thisisour timeto run therace and win Christ. However, in order towin
Himwe must co-operatewith the Holy Spirit. Wemust surrender our livesto Him 100%. If wedo, Hewill
begin to lead usinto a crucified life.

And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections
[passions] and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Galatians 5:24-25

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.
Romans 8:13

If we, through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, wewill comeinto more of thelife of Jesus. This
requiresan act on our part. We must make ourselves of no reputation. WWe must deny ourselveswhen our
flesh cries out to be spoiled and pampered. We must accept rigorous di scipline and keep our body under
subjection to the Spirit of God in our new man.

For asmany as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
Romans 8:14

Mortify [ put to death] therefore your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate [unnatural] affection, evil
concupiscence [desires], and covetousness, which isidolatry.

Colossians 3:5

Aswe are led by the Spirit to put our membersthat sin to death, the actual character of God beginsto
comeforthin us. Paul knew this; that’swhy he said: “1 diedaily” (1. Cor. 5:31) Putting to death the old,
Adamic nature allows the new nature of Christ to comeforth in us. Thisisaso why he said we must be
made conformable unto His death. Being born again and filled with the Spirit doesnot win us Christ. Being
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anointed with giftsand minigtries does not win us Christ. Acquiring al knowledge and learning dl myseries
does not equal running agood race. Casting out devilswill never earn usthe prize. Being agreat soul
winner will never cause us to hit that mark. We have to die in order to have Christ come forth.

Jesus said: “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit” (John 12:24). He was speaking of His own death of course. But we can apply
thesame principleto oursdves. If we, through the Spirit, put our flesh lifeto death, wewill bear much fruit.
But if we do not die, we (ie: our flesh natures) will abide alone. The Lord also said: “ He that loveth hislife
shall loseit, and he that hateth hislife, in thisworld, shall keep it unto life eternal” (John 12:25). We
areto put off theold man with his deeds and put on the new man, which isrenewed in knowledge after the
image of him. (Col. 3:9-10) Thisisdl part of coming to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.
It is part of the race each of us must run if we want to hit the mark.

But Paul went on to describe another part of this same race; and very few Christians have any
understanding of what he was talking about. He goeson to say: “If by any means| might attain unto the
resurrection of thedead” (Phil. 3:11). Now we heed to stop and consider carefully what Paul is saying
here. He makesthis statement in the context of entering into the fellowship of Chrigt's sufferings so hewould
be made conformable unto His degth, in order to experiencethe power of Hisresurrection life. The process
isclearly stated: asour old Adamic life (ie: theflesh nature) is put to death, the life of Christ comesforthin
us. But in the middle of all this he starts talking about “attaining unto the resurrection from the dead” .

Now what does being made conformable unto the death of Chrigt, so that thelife of Christ can comeforth
inus, haveto do with attaining to the resurrection of the dead? Exactly what kind of resurrectionis Paul
talking about here?1shetalking about attaining aspiritual resurrection or aphysical resurrection?| don't
believe Paul istalking about aspiritua resurrection becausethe Scripture saysvery clearly that being raised
spiritually is something that happens to us when we are born again.

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened ustogether with Christ,
(by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly placesin Christ Jesus:

Ephesians 2:5-6

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without
hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of
Christ: Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him
through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the
dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all
trespasses...If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your lifeis
hid with Christ in God.

Colossians 2:11-13 & 3:1-3

Page -4-



Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptisminto
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Romans 6:3-4

So when Paul talks about attaining to “the resurrection” in Philippians 3:11, heisnot referringto aspiritua
resurrection. We have already been raised spiritualy. Just aswe were dead spiritually in our sinsbefore
we cameto Christ, so wewereresurrected (raised) spiritually when we were born again. Sincewe have
aready been resurrected spiritualy, Paul admonishesusin Colossansto seek thosethingswhich areabove
and set our affections on things from above. And in Romans he saysthat since we have already been
resurrected spiritually, we should walk in “newness of life.

Another reason we can be sure Paul wastalking about aphysical resurrection isbecause of theterm he
used here—whichisaform of the Greek word, “ anastass’ (an-as-tas-is). Theterm, anastassmeans, “"a
ganding up again” (ie fromdesth). Nearly every referenceto resurrection inthe New Testament isthisword.
But theterm Paul usesinPhil. 3:11is, “exanastass’ (ex-an-as-tas-is). It’' sthe same exact Greek term,
except that he added the Greek prefix “ex’—which means* out from”. Thisisthe only placein theentire
Bible that the term isfound. What it meansis a physical resurrection * out from among” the general
resurrection which isto take place at the end of the Millennium.

Now the question nobody seemsto ever ask when they read this passageisthis. Why does Paul talk about
“ataining” theresurrection of the body likeit’ saprize that must be won? Certainly heknew that no one
hasto “attain” aphysica resurrection. All you haveto doto beraised physicdly isdie physically. Everyone
who dies physicaly will automatically experience aphysical resurrection of somekind—whether itbea
resurrection unto life, or aresurrection unto damnation (See: John 5:29).

Do wethink that Paul wasn’t sure he would experience aphysical resurrection with the rest of the saints
if hedied at that point? Do we imagine the man who wrote so much about the resurrection in hisletters,
wasthinking he had to obtain aphysica resurrection unto life through suffering and Adamic deeth? That's
absurd! If you are agenuine bdliever, whenever you die and however you die, you can be surethat at some
point, youwill beraised physically and spend eternity withthe Lord. No Christian hasto strive, or obtain,
or win, aphysical resurrection unto life.

Paul was not seeking to be conformed to Christ's death in order to apprehend a general physical
resurrection, but aspecial physical resurrection called the* out-resurrection”. The out resurrectionisa
referenceto thefirst resurrection. Qudifying for thefirst resurrection has nothing to do with being saved
or lost. Theresurrection that will determinethe eternal fate of all mankind (except theRoya Priesthood) isthe
second resurrection, which takes placeat the end of the Millennium. At thisresurrection both Christians
and non-Christianswill comeforth and berewarded as God seesfit. The* out-resurrection” hasto do with
bringing together God' sfirstfruitsfrom al generationsin order to rule and reign with Jesus. Attaining this
physica resurrection, out from among the generd resurrection, is part of the“prize’ Paul wastrying to etain
because attaining this resurrection isareward. It' s not an automatic thing that comes as part of the
Evangdlica packageded, they call “ salvation by grace’. Attaining thefirst resurrection only comesthrough
Adamic death. Rotharham's Emphasized Bible brings out the true meaning of this passage:
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To get to know him the power of his resurrection and fellowship of his
sufferings, becoming conformed unto his death - if by any means | may
advance to the earlier resurrection, which is from among the dead. Not
that | have already received or have already reached perfection, but | am
| am pressing on - if | may even lay hold of that for which | have also been
laid hold of by Christ Jesus.

| know that thisview of that passage would be rejected by most of today’ s believers becausethey have
been taught all their livesthat thefirst resurrection isfor the saved and the second resurrection isfor the
damned. I’m not going to go into all the reasonswhy that isan error, but | just want to point out afew
thingstoyou. First of all, Paul said wewill reign with Christ IF we suffer. Hea so said wewill beajoint-
heir with Christ IF we suffer. Peter said wewill befilled with joy when the Lord returns1F we partake of
Hissufferings now. Jesus said we will be given power over the nations, and will rulethem with arod of iron
|F we overcome.

Therefore | endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain
the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. It is a faithful
saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we
suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:

[1. Timothy 2:10-12

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And
if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirswith Christ; if so be
that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For |
reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

Romans 8:15-18

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial whichisto try you,
as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as
ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

|. Peter 4:12-13

And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will
| give power over the nations. And he shall rule them with arod of iron;
asthe vessals of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as| received
of my Father.

Revelation 2:26-27
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Now under normal circumstances, we al know what theword “IF’” means, don’t we? It isaconditional
term. If we suffer, wewill reign with Christ when Hereturns. If we do not suffer, we will not reign with
Christ when Hereturns. If we suffer, we be ajoint-heir with Christ when Hereturns. If we do not suffer,
wewill not beajoint-heir with Christ when He returns. If we suffer, we be exceeding joyful when Christ
returns. If we do not suffer, wewill not bejoyful when Hereturns. If we overcome, we will reign over the
nations in the next age with Jesus. If we do not overcome, we will not reign with Him when he returns.

Okay? Themeaning of these passagesisvery clear—unlessyou have aready been brainwashed by the
religioustraditions of the Church System—in which casetheword “if” means absolutely nothing! Wewill
reign with Jesus, whether we overcome or not. Wewill be joyful when He returns, whether we suffer of
not. We will be ajoint-heirs with Him, whether we suffer or not.

So on onesideof thetheologica pendulum we havethe mgjority of the church saying that everyonewho
isreally born againisgoing to rule and reign with Jesus when Hereturns, regardless of how faithful they
wereto Himin thislife; regardiess of whether or not they suffered for Him or not. Then there arethose on
the other sde of the pendulum who would say that thosewho do not suffer will certainly be cast into eternd
torment. But thisis equally wrong. Consider the following scriptures:

Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth themthat are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name
of Christ depart from iniquity. But in a great house there are not only
vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to
honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself from
these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's
use, and prepared unto every good work.

[1. Timothy 2:19-21

Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day
shall declareit, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try
every man'swork of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by
fire.

|. Corinthians 3:12-15

Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing
formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath not
the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto
honour, and another unto dishonour?

Romons 9:20-21
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Clearly thereisroomin God' s kingdom for people who do not obtain the“prize’ of theHigh Calling. It's
not asituation where God saysto us. “It’ seither the High Calling or Hell for you”. Thosewho obtain the
prizewill be those who are fanaticaly committed to Jesus. It will be those who are ableto turn their backs
on even the good and proper thingsthislife hasto offer. It will be peoplewho arelike Paul. Thiskind of
walk istoo hard for most of God' s children to give themsalvesto, and God' s not going to send them dll to
Hell if they can’'t walk like Paul walked.
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