DELIVERANCE & SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Part Two

Tonight | would like to continue with the subject of deliverance and spiritual warfare. Let megtart off by
saying that thereisaterriblelack of reveation and understanding among God'’ s people regarding thework
of demon spirits. It seemsthat when it comesto external attacks or situations, or even some types of
physica illnesses, Satanismentioned (inavery genera way) as apossible cause—though specific spiritsare
rarely mentioned as possible causes. However, when it comesto many of theinternal temptationsand
problems and struggles we face, it seemsthat every cause under the sun is mentioned except Satan.
Instead, these internal problems are almost always attributed to either our own lust (James 1:14), or the
wickedness of our own hearts, or alack of self-denial.

You are al familiar with the verse that says the heart is “deceitful above all things and desperately
wicked” (Jer. 17:9). Well, | want to call your attention to what else the Scripture says about the
heart—particularly the heart of the believer—becauseit’ swrong to continually accuse ourselves (and others)
of having awicked heart. It gppearsthat many are confusing the heart with the“flesh” nature. It’ strue, our
fallen Adamic natureis very wicked, and it always will be wicked. The flesh cannot be redeemed or
sanctified becauseit ishostile to God and the things of God. Thisiswhy Paul said: “For | know thatin me
[thatis, in my flesh] dwelleth no good thing...” (Rom. 7:18). But that’ sthe flesh. Thisisnot necessarily the
condition of the heart of the regenerated man or women. Even under the Old Covenant, the Scripture talks
about the need for God' s people to have a“clean” or a“pure’ heart.

MosessaidtheLord would “circumcise’ the heart of |sragl sothey would be ableto love God with dl their
hearts (Deut. 30:6). King David asked God to create a“ clean heart” in him after he sinned with Bathsheba
(Ps.51:10). He also said God is good to those who are “of aclean heart” (Ps. 73:1). Again, in Psalm 24:3,
David asked, who can ascend the hill of God, or who can stand in hisholy place? The answer is. “ He that
hath clean handsand a pure heart...”. When speaking of thetime when Israel would berestored to God,
after centuries of being His enemy, the prophet Ezekidl said:

For | will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all
countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then will | sprinkle clean
water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all
your idols, will | cleanse you. A new heart also will | give you, and a new
spirit will 1 put within you: and | will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and | will give you an heart of flesh. And | will put my spirit within you,
and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and
do them.

Ezekiel 36:24-27

Thisiswhat happensto aperson when hetruly repents of hissin. The blood of the Lord Jesusis applied
to hislifeand hereceivesforgiveness and justification. Heisborn again. Heisgiven anew heart, soto
gpeak, which makes him anew creation in Christ. But when you congtantly tell peopletheir heartsremain
deceitful aboveall thingsand desperately wicked, thisleavesthem with theimpression that regardless of
how obedient or committed they areto the Lord, they are still wicked and will alwaysremain that way.
Thisisnot scripturd, and it will never help us come forth in theimage of Christ becauseit will cause usto
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continually identify with awicked heart that never becomes clean, and from which we can never escape.
If our hearts remain wicked and unknowable, even when we are serving God with al our might, then many
versesinthe New Testament would never have been written because they would be untrue, and it would
be impossible to obey them. Consider the following examples:

A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things:
and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.
Matthew 12:35

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
Matthew 22:37

And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go
forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and
bring no fruit to perfection. But that on the good ground are they, which in
an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth
fruit with patience.

Luke 8:14-15

Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a
good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:
I. Timothy 1:5

Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with
themthat call on the Lord out of a pure heart.
I1. Timothy 2:22

Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure
heart fervently:

|. Peter 1:22

For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all
things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence
toward God.

| John 3:20-21

The view that most of us have of ourselves, as aresult of constantly hearing that we (ie: our hearts) are

desperately wicked, regardless of how long or how faithfully we haveserved the Lord, makesitimpossible
for us to ever believe we could really obey the Scripture when it tells us to do things like, follow
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righteousness out of apure heart, or love one another with apure heart, or walk in charity towards one
another out of a pure heart. How could we ever do these thingswith a* pure heart” if our hearts remain
desperately wicked, even after we have become a new creation in Christ?

If al you ever hear about yourself (ie: your heart) isthat it is deceitful above all things and desperately
wicked, you will never believethat you can obey Jesus command to love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart. After dl, how can adesperately wicked heart love God at dll, let donefully love Him?If dl you ever
hear about your heart isthat it' s desperately wicked, you will never believe what Jesus said about the
“good” man bringing forth good things out of the“good treasure’ of his heart. How can anything good come
from a desperately wicked heart?

If we resign oursalvesto the fact that our hearts will always be desperately wicked, we will never redly
believe what Jesus said about the * honest and good heart” which received the seed (the Word of God) and
produced fruit. | mean, hey! How can adesperately wicked heart bea” good and honest” heart? And how
can a desperately wicked heart produce good fruit?

If wewak around continualy believing that our hearts are desperately wicked, it will beimpossblefor us
to ever imagine astuation like the apostle John describes, where our heart doesnot condemn us. | mean,
how can a persistently wicked heart not condemn us?

Thereason | am taking thetimeto share thisis because one of the most important things we must learnto
do asabdiever isidentify with our new man rather than our old man. The reason it’s so important is
because one of the most successful tricks demon spirits play on usto plant evil thoughts and desiresin our
mindsor heartsin such away asto make usthink these things are coming from us. Spiritsjust loveit when
we walk through life assuming the thoughts and desires they are giving us are coming from our own
“desperately wicked hearts’ because aslong aswe view the Situation thisway, the activity of these demons
will remain hidden and they themselves will remain un-discernable to us.

Mogt Christiansnever redizethat they areunder attack from an external enemy becausethese spiritshave
the ability to make them feel as though these things (ie: thoughts, desires, fedings) are coming frominside
them. Sinceit fedslikethey are coming from theinsde, they assumeit’ stheir own wickednessthat keeps
popping up. Consequently, they never engage these spiritsin battle and asaresult, the demons are never
defested. Believers continue to go around the same mountain, again and again, until eventualy they grow
weary and givein to thewrong thought or desire. Then, after they have acted upon them, the same spirits
that prompted them to sin, turn right around and heap condemnation on them.

The more you see how these spirits are continually deceiving, tempting, vexing and oppressing God's
people, the more of ahatred you will havefor them. It’ saterrible error to assume (or teach that) the snand
weakness of God' s peopleisalwaysaresult of their own wickedness. When you do this, and then you
try and help them, all you will ever doisend up accusing and condemning them because you will always
blame everything on their own wicked hearts.

Beforewegoon, | guess| need to interject that | know many people have used the work of demonsas
an escape from accepting any persond responsbility for their sin. It has, unfortunately, become standard
practicefor so-caled deliverance ministriesto lay al the blame for everything we do wrong on evil spirits.
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| want to make it clear that | am not advocating this. It takes two to tango. Spirits can’t force usto do
anything. We have to choose to yield to them, just like we have to choose to yield to our own evil desires.
Nevertheless, it remainsafact that these spirits are supernatural creatures who know us very well—better
than we know ourselves, I’'m afraid. They know our weaknesses, and they know just how to push our
buttons. They are very skilled at using our ignorance against us to bring us into bondage.

Thosewho have been exposed to counterfeit deliverance ministries, and/or erroneous deliverance and
spiritud warfareteachings, and who have come away with the attitude that thewholeideaof deliverance
asajokeasaresult, are as usdess to God' s kingdom as any unsaved man or woman would ever be, for
they end up rgectingall truth about theredlity of demon spirits. They will never beableto help anyonewho
isin spiritua bondage because they now assumethewholeideaof deliveranceisjust acop-out. Whenthey
comeacross someonewho needsred deliverance, their answer will dways be the same—if you would just
die to self and then ask God to deliver you, you'll get free.

If thisisyour view, then I’m sure you won't be interested in anything else | have to say.

o, let’ sstart with afew basics. Exactly where do these demon spirits dwell (when they are not dwellingin
aperson)? Well, the passage we looked at | ast week (Eph. 6:12) saysthat they dwell in*heavenly places’.
The term, heavenly places, is used four timesin the book of Ephesians.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed
uswith all spiritual blessingsin heavenly placesin Christ:
Ephesians 1:3

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe,
according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ,
when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the
heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in
that which is to come:

Ephesians 1:19-21

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by
grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly placesin Christ Jesus:

Ephesians 2:5-6

And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which fromthe
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus
Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powersin heavenly
places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According
to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:
Ephesians 3:9-11
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Thefirg thing we noticein these passagesisthat Paul talks about heavenly places (plurd), not about a place
(singular) called heaven. Thereare placesintheinvisible spiritual realm, just asthere are placeshereinthe
physica realm. All the spiritua creatures God created, including the holy angels, are able to move from
place to place in thisream, and so can Satan and all his demons.

The second thing we can seeisthat some of these placesin thespirit realm are higher than others. While
God, theangd sand thedemonsall dwell in heavenly places, Paul also said that Jesus has been raised far
above dl the evil powersin those heavenly places, to Sit at the Father’ sright hand. So the Father, the Holy
Spirit and the Son dwell in the highest part of the heavenly places Paul talks about; while Satan and his
demons dwell in the lower part of those heavenly places.

Thisiswhy Jesuscould say He saw Satan “fall” likelightening (Lk. 10:18). Y ou see, Satan, whose original
name was L ucifer, was not created the wicked creature he now is. He was created a “cherub”. The
Scriptures calls him “the anointed cherub that covereth” (Ezek. 28:14).

Now if you want to know what acherub covers, just ook at the Ark of the Covenant in the Tabernacle
of Moses. They cover the Mercy Seat. The glory cloud of God' s presence rested on top of the Mercy
Seat, between the two cherubims. So they are associated with the throne of God and glory of God. We
see this again in the description of the cherubimsin Ezekiel chapters ten and eleven.

Then | looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was above the head of
the cherubims there appeared over them asit were a sapphire stone, asthe
appearance of the likeness of a throne....Then did the cherubims lift up
their wings, and the wheels beside them; and the glory of the God of | srael
was over them above.

Ezekiel 10:1 &11:22

Onceagain, wheredid Paul say God dwells? He said God dwelsin the highest part of the heavenly places.
Soif the cherubims are directly under the throne of God, and they are a so associated with the glory of
God, where do you supposesthey dwell? They dwell with God in the highest part of the heavenly places,
just beneath Histhrone—and that’ swhere L ucifer dwelt when he was the anointed cherub that covereth.
But when herebdled, hefdl likelightening from that place—and since Jesus wasthere when it happened,
He could say He saw him fall.

Where did hefall to? Hefell to the lower part of the heavenly places, where he now dwells. Thislower
part of the heavenly placesincludestheair al around us. In Ephesians 2:2, Paul reminds Christiansthat in
times past we walked according to the course of thisworld, according to, “...the prince of the power of
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience”. So here we are told that there are
demonic powersin the very air around us, and that they are the spirits that work in the children of
disobedience. They are the spirits that cause people to be disobedient to God.

So theterm, “heavenly places’ isjust areference to the unseen realm. It’ s not talking about a place way
out in outer space. The spirit realm stretches from the air that’ saround us, to the highest part where God
dwells. Thisis why demons can aways be around us.
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Just how many demonsare dwelling inthe air around us, and in the lower parts of the heavenly places? No
oneredly knows. But thewriter of Hebrewsinforms usin around about way there are quite afew of them
because speaking of God’ sholy angels, he said there is an innumerable company of them. (Heb. 12:22).

Just how many isan innumerable company?| don’t redly know. Maybeabillion—whichisten hundred
million. Maybe atrillion—which isten hundred billion. Beyond that my puny little brain getslogt. But this
innumerable company of angelsiswhat’s |eft after a portion of them fell.

Most scholarsinterpret Revelation 12:4, where the Dragon pulls athird of the stars out of heaven, as
Lucifer causng athird of theangelstofal intheorigind rebelion. | don't believe this passage hasanything
to dowiththeorigind fdl of Lucifer, but just for the sake of argument, let’ ssay the scholarsareright. Take
onethird of aninnumerable company of angels, and that’ s how many of them fell and became demon
Spirits. That' show many aremoving through theair al around you and me, 24/7. That’ show many of them
there are to tempt us, harass us, shoot wrong thoughts into our minds, plant wrong desiresin our hearts,
etc. every day. Whatever the actual number is, you can bet that’ s it’s big!

When weredlizethevery air around usisfull of demons, and we redlize what they are capable of doing
with regardsto talking to us and tempting us, we will begin to understand why Paul told usto be strongin
the Lord and in the power of Hismight. Wewill begin to understand that we cannot fight these spiritswith
carnal wegpons. They are not impressed with our religious knowledge or our human wisdom and talents.
They arenct impressed by our worldly promotionsor our organizationa skills. They arenot impressed with
themillions of dollarswe spend to get peopleinto churchesthat at best, go through aworthlessritua every
Sunday morning, and at worst, are nothing but religious theaters and night clubs.

These fallen angels are laughing at today’ s Christians—and I’ m not talking about the ones who are
deluded and part of the great apostasy. I’ m talking about us! These spirits are laughing at us because we
live in such ignorance regarding them. They are laughing at us because most of us have no idea how to
recognize them or war against them. Consequently, they know we are no real threat to them or their
kingdom. The only timethey stop laughing a usiswhen we start looking behind the visble redm and begin
to seetheinvisiblerealm. They are only impressed when we go before God in prayer, and yield to the
Holy Spirit as He beginsto show us how to recognize them and wage a successful war againgt them. They
areonly impressed when we beginto redize that the enemy we arefighting isnot flesh and blood, and as
aresult, we stop fighting each other in the flesh and we start fighting them in the spirit.

Once God has established the reality of this invisible demonic kingdom in our minds, we will also
understand why Paul told usto put on thewhole armor of God. | would liketo take just afew minutesto
look at thisarmor and what it represents because I’ m pretty sure that any teaching we have heard on this
subject will have had little to do with the real reason Paul talked about it.

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put
on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you
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the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about
with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness, And your feet
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield
of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Soirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all
saints.

Ephesians 6:10-18

When reading about thearmor of God in thispassage, thefirst thing we noticeisthat the reason for putting
thisarmor onisstated very clearly. It' sso we will be able to stand against the wiles (ie: tricks, tactics, attacks,
temptations) Of the enemy. I’ ve heard quite afew sermonson thistopic over theyears; but very few of them
have focused on the reason given by Paul for putting this armor on—which is spiritual warfare.

Loins Girt About With Truth
Thefirst piece of our armor istruth. It’sonly when we know the truth concerning the reality of demon
spirits—ther nature, their characterigtics, the spiritual wegponswe are given to defeat them—that our loins
aregirt about with thetruth that isable to set usfree from the grip they have on some areaof our lives.
The truth gives us the ability to withstand the lies they seek to project into our minds every day.

Jesus said the“ truth” would make usfree (John 8:32). In thiscontext, learning the truth about how these
spirits operate will dispel much of thefear that binds uswhen it comesto deliverance and warfare. Indeed,
sometimesjust exposing how the enemy works and teaching God' s people how he movesis enough to
dart setting them free because they beginto redizethat the source of the problemthey arefacingisnot their
desperately wicked heart after al. Rather, it’ sthe power of another (invisible) person. When they realize
this, they stop trying to dedl with outward manifestation of the problem and they begin attacking the spirits
which are the root of the problem.

The Breastplate Of Righteousness
The breastplate of righteousness speaks of two kinds of righteousness. Thefirst oneisthe righteousness

weactualy walk in. If weare not walking in actual righteousness, then when these spirits cometo tempt
usor trick us, they will succeed very easly. And as soon as they cause usto commit some act we know
we should not do, they come right back and begin to condemn us.

You al know that one of the names of Satan is“the accuser of the brethren”—and believe me, he loves
to live up to that name. After his demonstempt us or pressure usto sin, he comes to accuse us non-stop
of failling God. He casts a sense of shame over us so that we feel that we are no good, and that we will

never get thevictory over that besetting sn—so why even bother to try? He does everything he canto keep
uswalking under aheavy weight of condemnation and guilt because he knowsthis breaks our fellowship
with the Lord. But when we have on the breastplate of righteousness, when we are walking in actud

righteousness, Satan’ s weagpon of condemnation is much less effective and it is much harder to separate
us from God.
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The other kind of righteousnessisthe“imputed” righteousness of Jesus—and thisisapowerful wegponto
defeat spirits of accusation and condemnation. It’'s a powerful weapon because God knew that Satan
would continually be tempting us to sin and causing usto sin. He knew that when we gave into that
temptation, the enemy would turn right around and condemn us. For this reason, the Father provided
justification through the blood of the Son, so that when we do fall and when we do fail, we can cometo
God in true repentance, we will have thefaith to believe that He will forgive and cleanse us because we
know that it' sthe blood of Jesus that makes us acceptable to Him. Wewill not only be able to pray with
faith and receive the forgiveness of God, but wewill aso havefaith to go on to overcome that weakness
or sin. We can stand in theimputed righteousnessthat isgiven to us until such time aswe come unto that
perfect righteousness of our own, which God will lead usinto. So the breastplate of righteousnessisavery
important weapon in our warfare against Satan and his demons.

Eeet Shod With The Gospel Of Peace
Thisisactually apiece of armor ancient soldiersworein battle. It was something to cover thefeet, and
especialy the hedl. Sometimesit was made of thick leather, and other timesit was made of somekind of
metal. It speaks of our spiritual walk. We should have our walk protected with the true peace of God.

Unfortunately, thispiece of armor wasisalways spoken of inthe context of evangdlizingthelost. Weare
told by ministersthat it is our duty to share the “gospel of peace” with the unsaved so they can be
reconciled to God and find peacewith him. But | have newsfor you. Paul wasn't talking about evangelizing
thelost in this passage. He wastalking about standing against the wiles of the demonic kingdom. Hewas
explaining the things we need to have on in order to protect ourselves from spiritual harm!

The reason our feet must be shod with peace isbecause demon spiritsare dwaystrying to stir up strifeand
divison and contentionin our lives. They arealwaystrying to cause enmity, not only between the people
of theworld but between Christiansaswell. The purpose of the demonic kingdom hasawaysbeen to bring
division, strifeand warfare. They do to keep usin an continua state of upheava and misery becausethey
know that if wewak in strife and misery continudly, eventudly it will weeken our mind and our faith—and
that' s exactly what they want. They want to wear us down and wear usdown till we get to the place where
they can eventually gain complete control of us.

But when our feet are shod with the peace of Christ, we can stand right in the middle of all the strife or
misery or upheaval around us, and it won't wear usdown. It won’t weaken our faith. Jesus said: “ Peace
| leave with you, my peace | give to you: not as the world giveth give | unto you” (John 14:27). The
peacethat Jesus givesis not the kind of peace the world gives. The peace the world givesisatemporary
fedling of contentment and security that one haswhen thingsare going well financidly, when no oneinthe
family issick, and when we have plenty of material goods. But when we are depending on that kind of
peace, weare on faseground. Tomorrow thekidsmay get sick, or financia problemsmight arise, or spirits
contention may sweep in and completely disrupt the family—and suddenly our peace is gone.

The peace Jesusgivesisnot thekind that only givescomfort whenthingsaregoingwell inthenaturd. True
peaceisknowing that all thingswork together for good to them that love and serve God. Whatever tests
we face, we know that God isonly leading ustoward the goa of our redemption. True peace enables us
to stand right in the midst of the storm, knowing that God is with us even unto the end of the world.
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The Shield Of Faith
Thisistheweapon which we use when the enemy beginsto project hisfiery darts of doubt, unbelief and
liesinto our minds. Wecan stick thisshield of faith in front of us—faith in the Word of God; faithinthe
promises of God; faith in the power of God and the power that isin the blood of Jesus; faith that God is
ever with us—and with this shield we will quench those darts.

The Helmet Of Salvation

The hemet goes upon the head and spiritualy speaking, it protects the mind. God has not given usa spirit
of fear, but aspirit of love, and of power, and of a“sound mind” (11. Tim. 1:7). Spiritstry to work on the
mind continually. Sometimes they will bombard the mind with thoughts or desiresto get us completely
distracted and down in the flesh. Isaiah said: “ Thou wilt keep himin perfect peace, whose mind is stayed
on thee: because he trusteth in thee” (Isa. 26:3). As we meditate on God’'s Word, on His goodness, on
the salvation we are partaking of, our minds can fend off the constant barrage of thought that are coming
from the enemy.

So few of God' s people understand that demon spirits have the power and the authority to project their
thoughts and desiresinto our minds. We cannot stop them from doing this. However, we don’t have to
accept those thoughts and desires; wedon’t have to dwell onthem; and wedon’t haveto yield to them or
obey them. Thisiswhy it’s so important we do what Paul said in Second Corinthians:

Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ;

[1. Corinthians 10:5

Y ou see, many timeswe can't redly tell if athought that’s coming to usis coming from our own heart and
mind, or if it scoming to from an invisible person (ie: demon spirit). If we get in the habit of taking every
thought captive to the obedience of Christ, then there will be no chance of us accepting athought or a
desire that is coming from a spirit.

How important isthis? Well, listening to our own fleshly thoughts or desiresis not nearly as dangerous as
listening to the thoughts and desires of ademon spirit, for you see, our flesh hasno supernatura power. The
power of the fleshisstrong; sometimesvery strong. But even at it’ s strongest, it’ s only ahuman power.
The power of fallen angelsisasupernatural power. When we accept and act on the thoughts or desires
which come from demon spirits, we are brought under the supernatural power and influence of those
spirits—and this power much harder to break. So it isfor our own spiritual welfare that we put on the
helmet of salvation and protect our minds.

The Sword Of The Spirit
All the wegpons mentioned so far—the breastplate of righteousness, loins girt with the truth, the helmet of
salvation, feet shod with the gospel of peace, the shield of faith—are defensive weaponswith which to
resist the attack of the enemy. But the sword of the Spirit, which isthe Word of God, is an offensive
wegpon. Remember, when Jesus wasin the wilderness being tempted by Satan, He took the Word of God
and defeated Satan.
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Additional Armor

| would like to mention two other weapons we are given to defeat Satan. The first oneis the weapon of
praise. Demon spirits cannot stand true worship and praise. They cannot stand it when we are praising
God and adoring Jesusin the spirit. Thisis because they have anature which isdiametrically opposed to
the Spirit of God. We Christiansloveto be in an atmosphere where people are talking about God and
worshiping Him. But put usin abar roomwith al theevil that’ smanifested in these places, andwith al the
filthy languagethat’ sintheair, and it would grate against our inner man so much that we would want to get
out of that place as quickly as possible. After awhile, we would just have to get out.

It' sthe sameway with demon spirits. Put them in an atmospherewhere Spirit-filled people are praising and
worshiping the name of the Lord Jesus, and it grates upon their wicked natures so much they cannot stand
it and they haveto get out. However, aword of caution is needed here. For, though it’ strue, demon spirits
can't stand to be around true worship and praise, it’ sa so true, they are not bothered one bit by fleshy or
soulish worship and praise. Neither are not bothered by people who talk about the things of God out of
the flesh or the soul realm. As amatter of fact, thereis one particular class of demon that loves these
things—they are cdled religiousdemons. They will walk right into most of our churches, andsit beside the
Chrigtiansand sing right dong with them. They will speak in (fase) tonguesand giveforth (fase) prophecies
and do al thethingsthe Holy Spirit doesthrough believers. These spirits are powerful and they are brazen.
They are not intimidated by anything except the genuine Spirit of God.

The other wegpon we haveis thankfulness. Demon spirits hate it when we walk in athankful and grateful
attitude towards God. And I’ m not talking about somefake or artificia thing that wework up in our own
flesh. I’ mnot talking about the plastic smileor the shallow happy face the unsaved often put on. I'mtalking
about genuinethankfulnessand gratitude, which springsfrom faith and lovetowards God. Demonscan’t
stand to be around genuine, spiritud thankfulness. That’ swhy they are dwaystrying to plant thoughtsin
our mindswhich remind us of dl the bad thingsthat are happening to us. They want usto think on these
things so wewill begin moving in ingratitude, doubt and unbelief. That’ swhy they are dwaystrying to
remind us of al the bad things that have happened to usin the past. One thing you will notice that’s
common among those who are walking under severe demonic oppression or possession isthat they are
constantly rehashing in their minds all the wrongs that have been done to them their whole life.

Thisisone of the Sgnsthat a mind is under the control of demon spirits. It continually thinks negative,
defeating thoughts; it continually meditates on sorrow and misery. Of course, we are not suggesting that
Chrigtiansretreat into afantasy world and refuse to face the redities of life, or theredities of the battleswe
face every day. But walkingin redity doesnot mean that we must continualy meditate on thingsthat bring
us misery and sorrow. It does not mean that we must continually rehash all the horrible thingsthat have
happened to us over the years, or that we must continually dwell on some particulary horrible past (or
present) event in our lives.

Oneof thewayswe can tdl if we arewaking under theinfluence of one of these negative spirits of unbelief,
or depression, or defedt, isif, when we casually ook back over the past months and years of our lives, al
we remember are bad things. If we can’t remember any of the good things, if we can’t remember any of
the times that God spoke to us or moved supernaturaly on our behalf, that’ s an indication we are waking
under the influence of a spirit, because when we are walking under them, they block our minds from
recalling any of the good things that God, or that other people, have done for us.
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As| mentioned in part one of this study, there are Six basic areas of work thesefalen angelscarry outin
the human experience: deception, temptation, vexation, depression, oppression and finally, possession.
What we need to redizeisthat these pirits are going to be fighting and striving against usdaily in the first
four of these areas—deceiving, tempting, vexing, and depressing.

Unfortunately, because we don’'t normally feel like we are being oppressed or possessed by these spirits,
most of us assume we are not being affected by them at al. If we should ever stop and consider the
possibility that the problemsweface could possibly have their sourcein thework of invisible spirits, we
would soon be persuaded otherwise by ministerswho confidently boast that a Christian “can’t havea
demon”, and who then tell ustheroot of our problem lieswith our desperately wicked hearts, or the fact
that we are not taking up our cross daily. So those who are bound by spirits not only remain bound by
them, they now havetheadditional privilege of walking under guilt and condemnation becausethey have
been assured that they are totally responsible for whatever is happening to them.

No doubt the minister who counseled them thisway will fed wonderful about himsdlf. Hewill probably fed
very spiritual and revel in how much spiritual wisdom has. Y et, heisnothing but atool of Satan—and on
the Day of Judgment, hewill answer for al the blood of those who remained in bondage to demon spirits
becausethey followed hisreligious prideand ignorance. It' smy hopethat none of uswill beguilty of this
kind of thing, and that none of will find oursalvesin thiskind of Situation when we stand before the Lord.

o, let’ stakeaquick look at these six areas of demonic work. Aswelook at them, remember that in each
onethe purposeisto wear down and weaken the mind and the will of the believer over aperiod of time,
destroying our faith and our spiritua strength, so they can ultimately enter inand indwell us. Also, remember
that thisisjust agenerd overview. If you want to know more about how these thingswork, go to God and
ask Him for wisdom and reveation. Just asno man can teach ushow to “wak in the Spirit” or “hear God's
voice’, 0t is, no man can teach us how to recognize the work of demon spirits, or how to war against
them. We must be able to be led by the Spirit of God in these matters.

*DECEIVING WORK OF DEMONS*

First we have the deceiving work of spirits. Thiswork isin three main areas. (1) deception in the rellm of
presenting their thoughts and desires as ours; (2) deception in the realm of religious teaching; and (3)
deception in the realm of our ability to recognize our own true spiritual condition.

Regarding thefirgt area, | have aready described how demon spirits cometo usin our own name because
they know that we are much more likely to accept and act upon the thoughts and desires and fedings they
aregiving usif we believe they are our own thoughts, desiresand feglings. If you knew it wasademon
spirit who was giving you acertain thought, desire, or feeling, you would be much lesslikely tolisten to
it or act uponit, than if you believed it was your own, that it was coming from your own person. These
spirits deceive us o easily precisaly because they have the power to speak to usin our own name. They
make usthink the thing they are desiring iswhat we are desiring. They are skilled at making usthink the
thing they are thinking it what we are thinking. They are expert at making usthink thething they arefeding
iswhat we are feeling.
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Thisiswhy we must learn to identify with our “new man”, or the new nature we received when we were
born again. Thisiswhy Paul said: “...reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:11). When thoughts or desires or temptations come, we
must reckon the old man (je: the old us) who loved those things dead indeed, and identify with our new man
(ie: the new us) who no longer loves those things, but who loves righteousness and holiness.

Regarding the deceiving work of spiritsin the realm of doctrine, anyone who reads the Scripture knows
that it predictsaday would come when peoplewould be giving heed to seducing spiritsand the doctrines
or teaching of devils (1. Tim. 4:1). Thisis the deceiving work of demons, whereby they project into our
minds, fal se ideas and revelations about God and about His plan. They deceive men by giving them
beautiful revelationswhich appear to be from God, which appear to be great light—thusfulfilling the
scripture which says. “...for Satan himself istransformed into an angel of light” (11. Cor. 11:14)—but
which are lies and deception.

Thethird area of deception concerns our ability to rightly judge our true spiritual condition. Spirits of
deception aso cometo usand present uswith afalse view of ourselves. They make usthink we are more
spiritua or more mature than weredly are. They give usafeding of superiority regarding other believers,
so that we think we are advanced far beyond them spiritually. They blind usto the obviousthingswe are
doing wrong, while convincing usthat we are doing right things, when in fact weare not doing these things.
They havedl kindsof tricksto make usthink weare something we aren’t. Thisiswhy it'sso important to
let the Scripturefunction asa” mirror” when weread it. We must stop comparing ourselveswith other
peopl e, and stop viewing oursel ves through the prism of our (good) intentions; but instead, continually
compareour livesand our conduct with the standard revealed in Scripture. Thelife of Jesusisthe plumb
line. Perfection is the standard.

*TEMPTING WORK OF DEMONS*

The tempting work of demonsis closely related to the deceiving work of demons. In this area, spirits
project into our minds, thought and sometimes even beautiful mental pictures, of how niceit would beto
dothisor how niceit would beto have that. At the sametimethey are projecting these thoughtsinto our
minds, they are causing usto forget that thething we are thinking, or the Stuation weareseeingin our mind
isagaing theWord of God or the known will of God. They tempt us continualy with thisthought, or that
idea, or withamentd picture of something in an attempt to get usto Sin. They try to get usinvolved in things
that will separate us from the Spirit of God and bring us more and more under their influence.

Thetemptationsare usudly fitted to our own specific weaknesses and desires. For example, to the business
man, they project beautiful menta pictures of how he can make this step in hisbusiness or that step. They
give him ideas on how to make more money, but these ideas will go against the spirit of righteousnessand
holiness, so that if the man followsthem, heis being separated from God and coming under the leadership
of the spirit that is communicating with him. The spiritsare using the man’s own desire to succeed againgt
him to bring him into spiritual bondage. They tempt him to follow their ideas so that they can lead himinto
apositionwhereby hewill be hurt mentally, spiritually and perhaps even prosecuted by thelaw. They are
tempting, tempting, tempting usevery day! Every Christian will have spiritscome against theminthis
manner. Thisiswhy Jesus said in the Lord's Prayer that we should pray daily for God to deliver usfrom
theevil (one). They aregoing to comeagainst usdaily—spiritsof lust, lying spirits, spiritsof envy, spirits
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of greed, al kinds of spiritswho are especidly trained inthe art of projecting these very desirable kinds of
temptations into our minds. They tempt us away from the leadership of the Spirit of God.

*VEXING WORK OF DEMONS*

Next, we have the vexing work of demons. These are spiritswhose express purposeisto continually vex
and aggravate people, especidly Chrigians. Theseare spiritsof irritability, which dl of ushaveat onetime
or another experienced; the extremeirritability whereby it seemsthat everything anyone saysor doesjust
irritatesus. Sometimes people are not even doing anything wrong, or doing anything against us, but there
issomething which justirritatesus horribly. Eventudly we end up “ snagpping” a the person and we hurt their
fedings. Sometimesthey will answer back sharply, and an atmosphere contention and misunderstanding
isquickly developed. If wedo not understand what ishappening, these spiritswill do thiscontinualy so that
we end up living in a continual state of unhappiness and misery.

Thisisthework of vexing spirits. They cause extremeirritation upon the nervous system, which makesthat
person miserable. They seek to make our loves miserable so that everyonearound uswill be miserableas
well. Livingin apersistent state of misery weakens our minds and or spirits, so that ultimately we break
down under it. Thereare dl kinds of spiritswhose express purposeisto continualy vex and aggravate us.
They use peoplein thewold to aggravate us when we go to take care of some business. They causethings
to break; they causethe mail to get lost; they cause all kinds of situationsthat are designed to make us
irritable, miserable, critical, and so on. They areworking, working, waysworking to weaken our minds
and our willsin an attempt to gain more and more control over our lives.

*DEPRESSING WORK OF DEMONS*

Very few people have not had atime of experiencing depression. When adverse external situationsarise,
spirits of depression and defeat use these things as tool s to cause depression. Sometimes, even when the
externd Stuation isn't that bad, Christiansare still depressed and they do not know why they fed that way.
They arefeding that way because demon spiritsare exerting aspiritua force against themind, thewill, and
the spirit of that individual. The object is, once again, to weaken us, beat us down, and destroy our faith
in agood God and in His ability to meet our needs. Unfortunately, because so few of God’ s people
understand that many times depressionisnot afeding that’ s coming from them, but isaspiritud forcethat’s
being projected on them by aninvisible person, they don't deal with it asan evil spirit, ressting it in prayer
until they arefree. Instead, they yidd toit. They go around being depressed, worn down and beat down.

Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope
thou in God: for | shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance. O my
God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore will | remember thee from the
land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar...Why art thou cast
down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God:
for_l shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

Psalms 42:5-6 & 11
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King David knew what it was to be depressed. When his soul was cast down, he thought about the
goodness of God. He reminded himsdlf of what God had donefor himin the past. He put hishopein God
and he praised Him. Thisiswhat we should do too, when we arefacing aspirit of depression. Firg, call
it what it is—afilthy, unclean spirit. Thenresist itand pray against it. Bind it in the name of Jesusand
through the power of the blood of Jesus. Then get your mind off of that depression and off of any
circumstance that may have opened the door for that spirit to move. Dowhat King David did. Praisethe
Lord; renew your hope in God; and call to mind all the good things He has done for you in the past.

Peoplewho continualy giveinto spiritsof depressionwhenever they attack themwill eventually become
s0 week, they open the door for demon oppression, which is much more serious. For it isat this stage that
the demons enter in and become indwelling.

*OPPRESSING WORK OF DEMONS*

At this point the demons have so depressed the person, and so weakened their minds, they are able actualy
indwell them. They have found a permanent home. When this happensyou have what is commonly called
nervous breakdowns and menta breakdowns. The demons do not yet have absolute control of the person,
but they are getting closetoit. There will be periods of time when the demons are able to overcome the
individua’smind and will, so that they begin to manifest al kinds of bizarre behavior. During these periods,
the personisnot hisown, but the possession isonly temporary. Oppression, nervous breakdowns, and
mental illnessis where a person is often not his own and not in control of himself.

*POSSESSING WORK OF DEMONS*

The sixth stage of demon work is possession. Thisiswhere so many spirits have been able to indwell a
person, to so weaken their mind and spirit, that they are able to completely control that person's mind, will,
emotions, feelings, desires (ie: theentirepersondity), aswell asthe body. The personisno longer abletorule
over hisownvessd. The spiritsarein complete control. They are ableto manifest whatever they areat will.
The true personality and nature of the person has been locked away and the spirits have free reign to
manifest themsalves through that person’ smind, emotions, and body. They manifest their own evil nature
through that person causing that person to do insanethingslike the man with the spirit named “legion” in
the Scripture, who lived inthe grave yard, ran around naked, and was continudly cutting and hurting himself
(Mark5:9). In thisaccount we see the true nature of these spirits. We see what they would ultimately like
todotoall of usif weever givethem the opportunity to do so. They get extreme pleasure out of tormenting
people and torturing them.

| could share alot about our own experiencesin this area deliverance and warfare, but I’ m not sureit
would be profitable. First of all, I’'m not sure you would even believe some of the things we have
experienced, evenif | told you. Secondly, we are dl different; so we will be facing different kinds of
spiritua battles. Maybe some of the things God has led us to do as we have battled these spirits, Hewon't
lead you to do. Maybe He has a completely different kind of battle plan for you and your particular
situation; and if you try to copy my experience, you may just make things worse.

Page -14-



Soin closing, let me quote the old adage: “an ounce of prevention isworth a pound of cure’. Astrue
asthat isinthenaturd, it' seven moretruein therealm of deliverance and warfare. If wewould just stop
fearing the whole subject of demons and ask God to show us how to recognize them and defeat them,
there would be much less need for people to have them “cast out”.

Let mesay that running from thetruthwon’t help usand it won't protect us. Ignoring theredlity of spirits
will only guarantee our eventua defeet at their hands. Greater isthe Spirit of God who livesinyou and me,
than the demon spirits of thisworld. Ask God to show you how to recognize them and fight them in your
own live. Hewant you to be free from them even more than you do, of that | can assure you. And once
you have gained some experiencein defeating them, God will be able to use you to help others get free.
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