FALSE SECURITY

Tonight | want to talk about fal se security. 1” ve spoken about false security beforein this chat room, but
it' susually been within theframework of the doctrine of Eterna Security. Thisisbecause the doctrine of
Eternd Security isthething that isused most often—and with the most success—in advancing fa se security
among thepeopleof God. I’ vediscussedinthepast how OSAS (ie: once-saved-aways-saved) advocates
go through the Scripture and pull “key” versesout of their context and then string them together in order
to produce a theology of security.

But fal se security goes much deeper than just the doctrine of Eternd Security, whichistaught from thevast
majority of today’ s pulpits. Fal se security isaso an attitude that we can get caught up in, irrespective of
our position regarding the theology that’ staught in the churches. | persondly know quite afew peoplewho
claim to have rejected the doctrine of Eterna Security, but who manifest an attitude of false security in
their every day lives. Whilethey say the Bible doesn't teach Eterna Security, when it comesto themsealves,
they are quite sure God would never cut them off.

Thedevil doesn't redlly carewhat your doctrineis. What he cares about ishow you areliving. He uses
falsedoctrineto deceive peopleand causethemtolivein away that grievesthe Holy Spirit and separates
them from God. But if you living in the attitude of false security, he doesn’t mind it one bit that you rgect
thedoctrine of Eternal Security—for you see, the end result isthe same. Satanisvery pragmatic. He's
only interested in results. Aslong as he can get usto the place he wants us, he doesn’t care how we get
there or what we believe theologically.

Asl have said severd timesin the past, there has dways been atension in the churches between legalism
and false security. It's not a new development. The Early Church was plagued by both legalism and
antinomianism. Infact, much of the book of Romans—indeed much of Paul'swritingsin general—were
devoted to combating the duel errors of Jewish legalismand Gentile fal se security, which was based on
antinomianism.

Jewish believerswere caught up in legalism—so Paul kept reminding them that they were not justified “ by
works’ (ie: obeying the Law), but by faith in the atonement (Rom. 3:20,24). Gentile believerswere never
under the Law—so they did not understand the arguments Paul used to persuade hisfellow Jews. Asa
result, they drew erroneous conclusionsfrom hisstatements againgt trying to bejustified by works. So, after
correcting the Jewsabout their legalism, Paul had to turn around and correct the Gentiles about their false
security and remind them that genuine faith is more that mere mental assent to truth. It's more than
“believing”. Truefaith produces achangein behavior (Gal. 5:16-26). He had to warn them not to assume
that being under grace provides an excuse to continue in sin (Rom. 6:1,15).

Much the same thing happened to Martin Luther during the Reformation. Luther was caught up in a
“works-righteousness’ salvation. Thoseworkswere not Jewish works—that is, keeping the Law of Moses.
Rather, they wereworksthat came from pagan religions, which had been incorporated into the Roman
Catholic organization. It wastheworks of the State (Catholic) Church, which taught that salvation came
through the participation inthe Mass, the performance of rituals, sacraments, penances, confession to
priests, indulgences purchased with money, etc.
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When the Spirit of God findly brokethrough to L uther, he cameto true faith and began beattling the legdisam
that had held theentirecivilized world initsgrip for aover athousand years. His message became centered
on judtification by faith alone, as opposed to justification by mental assent to the truth and participationin
theritual sof Roman Catholicism. But certain peopledrew erroneous conclusionsfrom L uther’ sstatements,
and they started teaching that if we are saved “by grace’ then we are no longer under any obligation to
obey God or His laws.

It svery easy to focus on certain verses of Scripture which reved God' s mercy, or Hisfaithfulness, or His
loving kindness, or Hissovereignty, to the point where thereality that we can end up cut off fromHimis
lost in everyday life. Y es, the Scripture says God’ s knows our “frame’ that we are but dust. Yes, the
Scripturetdlsustha Heisvery merciful and longsuffering. But if these are the only truths you focus on, you
will end up in false security. Please notice how Paul describesthe other side of God—His unflinching
justice and judgment:

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders,
drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as|
have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not
inherit the kingdom of God.

Galatians 5:19-21

And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for
us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. But
fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named
among Yyou, as becometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor
jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. For thisye
know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who
isan idolater, hath any inheritancein the kingdom of Christ and of God.
Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.

Ephesians 5:2-6

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?
Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God.

I. Corinthians 6:9-10

When we read passages like these, we must realize that they were not written to the pagans and the
unbelievers. They were written to God' s people. They werewritten to Christians; to peoplelikeyou and
me; to people who were saved and justified by the blood of the Lamb. So we need to establish whether
or not we believe what Paul said. When he said: “ ...those who do such things shall not inherit the
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kingdom of God”—do weredlly believe he meant what he said?When he said those who do “ the works
of theflesh” will not inherit thekingdom, doweredly bdievehim?1’ll tdl you quitefrankly, there arevery
few Chrigtianstoday who believe him because they are waking under theinfluence of false security. They
might not believe the doctrine of Eternal Security, but they walk under the influence of fal se security
because they do not believe God would ever shut them out of the kingdom over so small athing as, for
example, “envy”—which is one of the things listed.

Anyoneinthisroom really believe they could end up in Hell if they have a problem with envy and they
don’'t eventualy get victory over it?1f thereareany, | would be surprised. Try telling Christians, insde or
outside of the system, that they might end upin Hell if they don’t get delivered from the envy they havea
problem with, and they will immediately start talking about God' s grace and mercy and longsuffering, etc.
They will never believe they could end up cut off from Christ over it.

How about covetousness? Do you have any idea how many millions of Christians have a problem with
covetousness? | f they continueto practice covetousness, if they never get delivered from t, will they inherit
the kingdom?How about you? Any of you in thisroom have a problem with covetousness?If so, do you
really believe you will miss the kingdom if you don’t eventually get delivered from it?

How about foolish talking? How many Christiansdo you supposeindulgein foolish talking every day of
their lives?Well, if they continueto practiceit, do you think they will inherit the kingdom anyway? Do you
really believe God would lock someone out of the kingdom for foolish talking?

How about jesting? How many Christians do you supposeindulgeinjesting every day? If they continue
to practiceit, do you think they will inherit the kingdom anyway? Do youreally believe God would send
someoneto Hell for foolish talking? | guarantee you that 99.9% of today’ s Christians, insdeand outside
the system, will never believethey could end up cast out of God' s kingdom for something so small as
jesting! You see, most of usreally don't believe what the Bible says.

What about thingsthat are not on any of theselists, but which are still considered by the Holy Spirit to be
awork of “the flesh”? Will God send usto Hell for those things if we continue in them. For the vast
majority of today’s Christians, the answer would be No.

Even though Paul was not alegdist, and even though never preached legdism, he dso knew the deceiving
power of false security. After al, thiswastheorigind liethat manfell for in the Garden of Eden. Thisisthe
lie that destroyed the entire race. Thisisthe lie that National Israel fell for, and which caused the
destruction of that entire nation. And thisisthe lie that has destroyed the New Testament church. Paul had
to ded with thislie everywhere he went, so he knew very well the power of thislie. That’swhy he gave
God' s peoplethefollowing warning in the book of Galatians. “ Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting”.

How many Chrigtiansdo you supposeredly believe what Paul said this passage? Of course, all Chrigtians
will say that they believeit; but most of them areliars. They don't really believe what Paul said there
becausethey can’t believeit. If they really believed what he said, they would have to reject the whole
“saved by grace” heresy that’ sbeing propagated all over thisplanet. A person whois* saved by grace’
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can't reap eternal lifeas aresult of what he does. That’s gaining eternal life by works. That’ sgaining
eternd life by something you do (ie: sowing to the Spirit). To really accept what Paul said inthat passage,
you will have to deny the whole Evangelical view of salvation.

Paul didn’t make these kinds of hard statements because he was preaching legalism, or because he was
anunmerciful man, or because heviewed God aslegalistic and unmerciful. He said these things because
heloved God' s people, and he knew first hand how easy it isfor usto totaly decelve oursevesand walk
around in false security, which will cause us to miss the kingdom of God.

Thereason we can’t say the kinds of things Paul did is because we are till under the influence of false
security ourselvest Wemay not beievethe doctrineof Eternd Security; but we are till under theinfluence
of the attitude of false security. And if you don’t really believe God would cast you away for something
so indgnificant as envy or foolish talking, then you will never be able to warn otherswho areindulging in
these same things with any kind of sincerity or honesty.

When someoneisin bondageto asin, or to the flesh, the last thing they need to hereis: “Don’t worry
brother; God see’ syour heart. None of usare perfect yet. Weall have our own besetting sinsto deal with.
God' s not going to cast us away because of them and He' s not going to cast you away either. He will
ddiver you from that thing when you areready tolet it go. Until then, just believe God isfaithful and don’t
get into legalism by trying to do it yourself”.

What that person needsisto hear is. “ Brother, there’ s power in the blood of Jesusto overcome that thing.
God lovesyou and Hewantsto free you from it. But you yoursaf must redly want to get free. If you don’t
really want to get free, then you better get desperate before God and beg Himto give you the desireto
get free because even though Heloves you, His Word says that those who continue to practice such things
will never inherit the kingdom of God!—and that includes Y OU!”

That wasthe approach of the apostle Paul, and that should be our approach. On the one hand, we must
encourage peopleto wak in thenew man, in the new life they were given when they were born again.
That’ swhy you read statementsthroughout the New Testament where Paul admonishes God' s peopleto
“sow to the pirit” (Gal. 6:8), andto “wak in newnessof life’ (Rom 6:4), and to walk in the spirit (Gal. 5:16).
That' swhy hetells peopleto “set their affections on things above, not on things of this earth” (Cal. 3:2).
That’ swhy hetells peopleto “put on the new man” (Col. 3:10). God' s people need to know that if they will
live and walk in the Spirit, they will begin to get the victory over the flesh and sin.

But we must also warn them that if they don’t get victory over the things keep people out of the kingdom,
then they will never inherit that kingdom. We must warn them that God will not be mocked. “Behold the
goodness and the severity of God”, said Paul (Rom. 11:22). We need to “behold” or think about the
severity of God just as we need to behold His goodness, or we will end up in false security.

Doesanybody think Paul was preaching legalismin the passages we just read? When he says we must
(not should) stop walkinginidolatry and uncleannessor wewill missthekingdom, was he putting usunder
law? Do you think hewasgiving usalist of “dosand don'ts’ to smply be obeyed outwardly, like the laws
of Moses? Do you think that when he warned usto stop practicing the thingsin thoselists, hewastelling
us that we should try and reach perfection by our own will power and human strength?
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What if | tried to compare what Paul said in these passages to the religious rules, regulations and
commandments many of today’ s churchestry to put on God' s people—would you buy into that line of
reasoning? What if | said: “You see, in most of the religious system today, there’'s two schools of
thought. One is, they re busy trying to bring themselves to perfection by the arm of the flesh; by
their own will power; by their own formulas; by their own attempts at keeping laws and rules and
regulations outwardly. Then there’ s another group, and they don’t even under stand that you have
to come to maturity. They don’t worry about it because they just go on living like the world and
think everything’ sfine’. Andwhat if | then went on to equate Paul’ swarning to stop practicing thethings
of the flesh with those who are attempting to “bring themselves to perfection by the arm of the
flesh”—would you buy that argument?

What if | said: “Well, it’ sjust not in my heart to stop coveting; it’sjust not in my heart to stop talking
foolishly and jesting—and quitefrankly, a thispoint, it snot evenin my heart to ask God to take the desire
for those things out of my heart. Since | can't possibly do anything to remove those desires, I’'m just going
towalk by faith and believe that God isworking in meto will and to do Hisgood pleasure. When thetime
isright, Hewill take those desires out of my heart. But until then, there snothing | can do to remove them,
and if | try to do anything to remove them, I'll be trying to perfect myself by the arm of the flesh”

How many of you in this room would buy that kind of argument?

It' sbeen said by several Bible teachers out here—one of which some of you still listen to—that those of
uswho have come out of the Church System are al walking down the same path, but we are at different
places on that path. Therefore, sncewe are dl at different places on that path, we must be careful when
judging what others are doing and how they areliving. We must be sure that we are allowing othersto
grow at the pace God has set for them and not the pace we think they should be growing.

This sounds so reasonable, who could possibly arguewithit. Well, | can. First of dl, what people like that
arereally saying s, you have no right to judge them with regardsto how they areliving. What they are
really sayingis, snceyou are not God; and since you don’t know wherethey are at spiritualy; and since
you don't know how God is dedling with them or in what areas He isdeding with them; you should never
stick your noseinto their businessand tell them how they should bewalking. Y ou should never try totell
them they are not walking the way God desires them to walk in a certain area.

Theattitude of thiskind of personis. How do you know what God wantsme to do? How do you know
that something | am doing is displeasing God and He wants me to stop it? How do you know what God
isasking me to do or not do? Y ou don’t know—so mind your own business.

Wil theanswer to thiskind of arroganceis, true, we don’t know—unless the Spirit of God revedsit to
us. Y ou see, thedeception that lies at the center of the guilt trip these Bible teachers put us on so we will
never call themto account for how they areliving isthe assumption that God doesn’t show one person
what another person should be doing. The deception isthe assumption that God will never reveal the
spiritua state of one person to another person. The deception isthe assumption that God doesn't reveal
issues or areas where one person is displeasing Him, to another person—and that God would never tell
the one person to confront the other with the reality of that kind of a situation. The deception isthe
assumption that since we aren’t God, we can’'t possibly know what God want’ s someone else to do.
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Thiscertainly wasn't the view the writer of Hebrews displayed. He told awhole congregation of believers
that they were still spiritual children who needed to be taught, when by that time they should have grown
up to the point where they themselves were able to teach others.

And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him; Called of God an high priest after the order of
Mel chisedec. Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered,
seeing ye are dull of hearing. For when for the time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first
principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of
milk, and not of strong meat.

Hebrews 5:9-12

So where doesthis guy get off telling these peopl e they should befurther down the path than they were?
Who gave him theright to judge them and tell them they weren’t growing fast enough? How did he know
what “pace’ the Lord was growing that congregation? How did he know that by that point in time, they
should have matured in the spirit enough to where they were teachers, instead of having to be taught the
basics of salvation all over again?

Il tell you how heknew. He knew it by the Spirit! That’ sone of the benefits of living and walking inthe
Spirit. That’ sone of blessingsof being led by the Spirit. The Spirit of God can show usthingslikethat. The
Spirit can reveal the spiritual condition of someoneelseto us. The Spirit can reveal the hidden motives of
aperson. The Spirit can tell you when someoneislying to you with astraight face. God showed the writer
of the book of Hebrewsthetrue spiritual condition of that congregation. God told him how far down the
path they should have been by that time—and God gave him theauthority to confront them with the redity
of the situation they were in.

Oh, and as just alittle side note: please notice what the writer of Hebrews said about
sdvation. He said that Jesus becamethe author of eterna salvation unto “ all themthat obey
him—not to all them that “ believe” on Him. Y ou can “believe’ in Jesusdl you want to; you
can believe Hispromisesall you like; but if you don’'t OBEY what He says, youwon't be
saved.

Look at thethings Paul said. If hewould have thought and lived the way these deceived Bible teachersdo,
he would have never said the things he did the way he did. In particular, he would have never said what
he did in the passages we read earlier because in those passages he wasn't telling the brethren to stop
practicing al thosethingsat their own pace! Hewas't telling them to stop practicing them whenever God
getsaround to removing the desire to practice them. Hetold them to stop practicing those things now,
immediately, or they will not inherit the kingdom!
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For instance, if Paul believed the kind of error these Bible teachers are propagating, he would have said
thefollowingtothe Gaatians. “ Brethren, you should stop committing adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witcheraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings,
murders, drunkenness, and revellings because these thingswill keep you from inheriting the kingdom. But
sancel redize you can't sop doing them until God takes the desire for them out of your hearts, | won't say
you have to stop doing them now. Just stop them at your own pace. Just stop doing them asthe Lord
enables you to do so. Don't try to stop doing them now, in your own strength.

If Paul were like the Bible teachers who teach this garbage, he would have had to adjust what he said to
the Ephesians, where he said: “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once
named among you” . Don't let these things be named among you even once, said Paul. Theimplication
isthat fornication, covetousness and uncleanness areto be stopped now, immedi atel y—whether you il
have the desire for them in your heart or not.

If these Bibleteacher areright, then Paul would have had to change that statement to one more likethe
following: “But fornication, and al uncleanness, or covetousness, you really need to stop practicing these
things my friends because they will keep you from inheriting the kingdom of God. But of course, | know
you will haveto stop practicing them at your own pace, so I’ m not telling you to stop doing them now. |
realize you can't rush thework of the Holy Spirit. | realizewe are al on the samepath, but at different
places on that path, so some of you will not be ableto stop these thingsfor quiteawhile. Therefore, until
the Lord takesthe desirefor those things away from you, those of uswho have dready stopped doing them
need to keep our mouths shut and not judge you for being so slow.”

Will, that’ sthe equivalent of what some of you heard Friday night—and I’ Il bet you swallowed that line,
hook, lineand sinker. In that message, Steve Lumbley tried to clear up some confusion over the doctrine
heispreaching. I’m going to examine what he said in that message; but beforel do, I'm going to tell you
right up front that heis preaching fal se security under the guise of “faith”. Before youtell mel’mwrong
because he often denounces “ Eternal Security” —please be assured that | know what his positionis
regarding the doctrine of Eternal Security. | didn't say heisteaching the doctrine of Eternal Security. | said
he is teaching false security under the guise of faith.

Whenyou tdl peoplethat God bearsdl of theresponshbility for bringing you forth in righteousness; and then
you tell them that God has promised to bring you forth in that righteousness; and then you tell them that God
isfaithful tofulfill Hispromises—that equalsfalse security. When you say, yes, it spossibletoresst the
work of the Holy Spirit and end up lost; but then turn right around and tell peoplethat aslong asthey will
believe God isgoing to keep His promiseto bring them to full salvation Hewill keep that promise—that
equals false security.

Y ou see, aslong asyour are“believing” God and exercising “faith” in what He has promised, youwon't
be ressting the Holy Spirit. So believing and having faith removes any chance of “resgting” God. You can't
believe and have unwavering faithin God’ spromisesand resist Him at the sametime. To be quit frank, |
can’'t hel p but wondering how long some of you are going to allow yourselvesto be deceived by thekind
of Scripture twisting this Bible teacher demonstrates week in and week oui.

Clip#1
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“I think some people may see some of what we’re teaching as just a kind of a passive, sit
back, don’t worry about it, God’s going to take care of everything; we don’t have to worry
about a thing. And that's not really what I'm, that's not really what we’re teaching here. Let
me see if | can explain it better like this.

| look back on my life, and | look at all the changes that have occurred in me. I'm not
talking about, I'm not talking bout changes in circumstances in my life. I'm talking about
changes in me as a person. | think you can all relate to this at some level. That, as | look
back over the past 10, 15, 20, 30 years, and longer, as I've been on this walk, this being
conformed into the image of Christ; and | see how much I've changed as a person. The
person | was 10 years ago, 20 years, 30 years ago, I’'m not the same person anymore.

See, some of y’all don’t know that because you didn’t know me then; you only know me
now. So you don’t know what kind of a person | was and you don’t know how much I've
changed, and that goes for all of us here, right? But | look at that and | look at these
tremendous changes that have come about in my life, and for the life of me, | can’t think
of one singe thing that I've done to affect that change in me.

Many years ago; it was 25 or maybe closer to 30 years ago, my wife and | hadn’t been
married long, and we were getting involved in the faith church, and the Charismatic church,
we were zealous for the things of God, and we were zealous for the things they were
teaching us. Of course some of the things we find out since then were true and some of
them are not true. But we were zealous for these things and | remember at one point | got
it in my head—and I'm sure this was from listening to some teaching somewhere, I'm sure
it had something to do with taking a step of faith—I got it in my head that what | needed
to do was to come home and get rid of all my old rock and roll records. You know, get rid
of all that stuff from my old life-style. Throw it all away, you know. That this would somehow
be a good thing.

And | did that. And you know what, you know that act of getting rid of all that stuff, you
know what it did? It did nothing to change me on the inside. Didn’'t do a thing to change me
on the inside. | still, even after that, | went through a number of years of going back and
forth, you know, of still being drawn into the old life-style sometimes. But then wanting to
serve God, but then being drawn into the old life-style. See, 1 still had the desire for those
things in me. Just getting rid of the paraphernalia of that life-style, the accouterments of
that life-style, did nothing to change me on the inside. It was a work of the flesh.

Like | said, | went and | got rid of all my stuff, all the paraphernalia of my old life-style. But
| still had that old life-style desire in me. But see, now, today, the Lord has removed the
desire for all that stuff from me. | have no desire to live like that anymore. | have no desire
for those old things. See, | was cleaning the outside of the cup, and what the Lord wanted
was to change me from the inside.

So, | look back on all these change in my life and | think what have | done? | haven't
done anything to accomplish these changes.”

Okay, he starts of f by saying that some people have misunderstood what he is teaching. Some people
think he steaching that weareto just St back and let God do it al. Then he assuresthe peoplein hisroom
that thisisnot what heisteaching. But then he says twice that when he looks back over the years and sees
al the changesthat have taken placein hislife, he cannot for the life of him think of anything he has done

to affect those changes.

Can you recognize double-talk when you hear it?
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He said he doesn’t believe we can just sit back and let God do it al. But then he said that he has done
nothing to affect the changesthat have taken placein hislife. He has done nothing to overcome sin; he has
done nothing to comeforthin Christ. Well, if hedidn’t do anything to affect the changesthat have taken
placein hislife, then who wasiit that affected those changes?

It was God.

Again, if Mr. Lumbley did nothing to contribute to the changesthat have taken placein hi life, thenwhat's
left?What' sleftis“therest”. And what is“therest” if he did nothing? Therest iseverything. God did it al
and he did nothing. “Oh no! I’m not teaching that we just haveto sit back and let God do it all”, says
Mr. Lumbley—“1’m just saying that you can’'t do anything.

Hello?

Those of you who werein the room that night or who have heard that message—please explain to methe
difference between saying God must do it al, and saying we can’t do anything.

I’ m beginning to wonder—do words even have any meaning to you who are still listening to thiskind of
babble every week? Are you even listening to what Mr. Lumbley isactualy teaching in that room? Or are
you just there for the fellowship and you don’t really care what he teaches?

If he can look back over thelast 30 years of hislife and not be able to identify asingle thing he has done
to come forth in Chrigt, then guesswhat? God hasdoneit al. And isn't that exactly what he said in the
message | exposed the other week—"1t' s all of God and none of you” ? |sn't he repeating the same false
doctrine all over again?

Clip#2

“One of the brothers last week in the Bible study was talking about having a problem with
anger; and people pushing his buttons, and he would respond in kind. One thing he said,
he said his pastor told him: “Yea, you need to work on that”. How do you work on that?
Can | ask you, how do you work on that? But isn’t that the ususal answer we get? Oh yea,
you need to work on that temper problem or yours; you need to work on that anger.

What does that mean? How do you work...how do you work on taking something out of
you, out of your heart, that's a work of the flesh, that you've given into for years. How do
you...well see, all | know to do, the Word says if ye be led by the Spirit you'll not fulfill the
lusts of the flesh.”

Mr. Lumbley saysabrother he knows has a problem with his temper, and his pastor told him he'll have
to“work onthat”. Then he asks (rather sarcastically): “How do you work on that?’ Hisonly answer is,
walk in the spirit and you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. So in essence, he's saying hisfriend doesn't
know how to walk in the spirit because if he did, he wouldn’t have a problem with anger.

What a compliment!

Page -9-



Weéll, Ill tell you how you “work on” that kind of aproblem. First of al, you acknowledgethat itisa
problem. Cal it by name. Acknowledgethat itisasin. Don't call it afault, or aproblem. Then goto the
Lord and confessit assin and repent for it. Then ask the Lord to deliver youfrom it and change you. Ask
Him to give you the spirit of patience and long suffering in the place of ashort temper. Then you haveto
believethat God has heard your prayer and that Heisgoing to help you in the future to over come that
thing—if youwill do your part. And you part istoresst giving into that temper with dl your might the next
timeasdtuation arisesthat bringsit up. And when you resist it, you must ask God to strengthen your will
to overcome it.

Moreover, you must do thisuntil you have completely overcomethat sin. Y ou must do thisuntil God has
changed you. Whether it takes ten days or ten months or ten years—you must continue to confessit assin
and ask forgivenessfor it each timeyou giveintoit. Y ou must also keep asking God for ddliverance from
it and keep believing that Hewill help you to overcomeit. And you must continueto do your part, which
istoress that thing with al your might, while at the sametime, calling on the Lord to give you the power
to overcomeiit.

That’s how you “work on” asin problem.
But of course, that would be relying on “the arm of the flesh” in Mr. Lumbley’s view.

Clip#3

“Now there’s a number of scriptures, and we’re going to look at some of them tonight, that
talk about cleansing yourself from unrighteousness, alright, or fleeing from youthful lusts,
or ah, resist the devil. You know, there’s a scripture in Revelation that talks about the bride
of Christ, the bride has made herself ready. And all these things seem to imply that we
need to do something to make ourselves ready. That we need to do something to bring
ourselves to maturity or perfection.

Well, all those scriptures are true. But the question becomes, not should we cleanse
ourselves from unrighteousness, but by what means do we do that? What is the method
by which we cleanse ourselves from unrighteousness? What's the vehicle by which we do
that?

So the question becomes, yes, we're to flee from unrighteousness. We're to cleanse
ourselves from being vessels of dishonor so that we can be vessels of honor. But how do
we do it? So, | look back on all these changes in my life and | think, what have | done? |
haven't done anything to accomplish these changes.

Now, if you want to say that | yielded to the Spirit of God. | was willing to allow the Spirit
of God to work in me, then ok, I'll grant you that. | don't, | don’t really see that as any great
thing that | can take credit for. But yea, we can, we can either co-operate with the work
of the Spirit in us, or we can resist the Spirit. We can resist the work of the Spirit in us, or
we can yield to the work of the Spirit. So | guess if you want to take credit for yielding
to the work of the Spirit, and saying, really meaning, Lord, not my will but your will be
done, then ok. But, really and truly—and I think you all would agree with me here, if you
examine your own life—it’s not been anything that you've done. It's been the work of
the Spirit of God in you, that has changed you from what you were to what you are, and
will continue to do that in you, unto the day of the Lord.
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Flee also youthful lust, but pursue righteousness, faith love, peace, with those who call on
the Lord out of a pure heart. Now there’s several things, one he says cleanse yourself from
dishonor. Again, how do we do that. Flee youthful lusts, pursue righteousness. So how do
you do that. Well, if you look back in this same chapter, Second Timothy, chapter two,
verse one, Paul says to Timothy: ‘You therefore my son, be strong in the grace that is in
Christ Jesus.”

Now this is, this is one of those, this is one of those scriptures that we usually read right
over. But this is a powerful scripture. He says be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus;
not in your own works; not in your own ability to perfect yourself; not in your own ability to
flee from youthful lusts, but in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. That's what we must be
strong in. That's what we must rely in. That's what we must look to, to overcome these
things that we’re overcoming.

The grace, which is God’s ability to do in you what you cannot do for yourself. We always
want to think we can do it, whether you realize it or not. And people are all the time giving
us programs and formulas and telling us that you need to work on this. You need to try
harder. You need to spend more time before God, you need to spend more time in the
Word, you need to spend more time crying out to God, and always trying to put a burden
on you, instead of simply trusting in the Lord. Instead of trusting Psalm 138:8, that says:
‘The Lord will perfect that which concerns me’.”

Mr. Lumbley saysthat there are certain passages of Scripturethat “ seemtoimply”’ that we are responsible
to cleanse oursalves, flee youthful lusts, make oursalvesready for the marriage, etc. Then he goeson to say
that these don't really mean what they seem to be saying because we can’t possible do them—only God
can do themfor us. And don’t be deceived by the subtle way he usestheterm *in”. When hesays God
must do all these things “in” us, what he really meansis that God has to do them “for” us.

After saying we can’t do anything to bring ourselves forth in Christ, and also that he has never done
anything to bring himsdf forth in Chrigt, he then turns around and admits that he has*“yielded” to the Spirit's
work in him. However, heturnsaround and says. “But really and truly—and | think you all would agree
with me here, if you examine your own life—it’ s not been anything that you’ ve done. It’ s been the
work of the Spirit of God in you, that has changed you from what you were to what you are; and
will continue to do that in you until the Day of the Lord”.

So the bottom lineisthis: the essence of our responsibility in redemption and sanctification isto believe
God, havefaithin God' spromises, and yield to Him asHe doeseverything for us. Thefactis, Mr. Lumbley
issaying the samething in thismessagethat he said in the one | exposed the other week—*It's God' sfaith
working in you. His power working in you, His grace working in you. It’s all by Him; it’s none of
you. Your only jobistorest. Yield to that. Rest in it and believeit. That’s all you have to do. That's
all you can do.”

That' sthe doctrine heispreaching—and it’ sasfase as can be. Heis deceived; and anyonewho believes
the kind of garbage he isteaching isjust as deceived as heis.

Inthelast part of that clip, Mr. Lumbley saysthat theway we do all the things the apostles and the Lord
commanded usto doisby “grace’. He goes on to mock the ideathat we can do something ourselvesto
overcome sin and comeforth in theimage of Christ. The only thing we can do, according to him, istrust
God and believe God and yield to God.
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Thecrux of Mr. Lumbley’ sdeception ishis misunderstanding God' sgrace. Y ou will notice that he gave
hisdefinition of graceinthat last clip. That definitioniserror—and from that error springs al therest of the
error heteaches. He saysgraceis” God' sahility to do in you what you cannot do for yourself 7. Again,
when hesays“inyou’ heredly means*“for you”. So hisdefinition of graceisactualy: “ God' sability to
do for you what you cannot do for yourself”.

Thetruthis, God' sgraceisthe power God gives you, which enablesyou to do for yoursdf what you could
never do aone. Mr. Lumbley’ sgrace does everythingfor you. All you haveto dois"yied” tothat grace.
EverythingisChrist. EverythingisGod. Y ou are not really doing anything to add to the process. You are
simply letting someone €l se do everything for you. That’ s* passivity”. Mr. Lumbley can deny that itis
passivity all he wantsto; but denying the truth will never changeit.

Scriptural grace empowersyou to fight the battle against sin and iniquity and you are the one who doesthe
fighting. Asyou strive againgt Sin and struggle to overcome sin, the Spirit imparts His power to you so you
canwin. Hedoesn't win for you. He empowers you to win. Thereisabig difference between those two
concepts. Thething that God desires from usisthe very thing Mr. Lumbley continually mocks and scorns
and calls “trusting in the flesh”—which is our own personal effort.

In hismessage Friday night, he doesn’'t understand how people can say heisteaching Cavinism. Then he
went on to say that he’ snot a“five-point” Calvinist. Well, first of al, nobody ever accused him of being
a“five-point” Cavinist. There are adozen different kinds of Cavinistsinthisworld. | said heiswalking
under the influence of Calvinism.

Secondly, Mr. Lumbley knowsvery well that someof hisviewsare Calvinistic because| discussed some
of those doctrineswith himinhishome. Thefirst timel visited him, | found out he believes Jesusonly died
for the“eect”. Hedoesn't believe Jesus died for the sins of thewholeworld. That doctrine was propagated
and made popular by John Calvin, and | told him this. Anyonewho believesthat error iswalking under the
influence of Calvinism. That’s not my opinion—it’s afact.

The second time | visited him, Todd Tomesellaand | spent three hours trying to show him that another
doctrine he believes, concerning ection, isalso an error and it too came from John Calvin. If you believe
that particular error, you are walking under the influence of Cavinism. Y ou can deny thetruth dl youlike,
but the truth will stand.

However, neither of these errorsarewhat | wastalking about when | said Mr. Lumbley iswalking under
theinfluence of Calvinism. Theinfluencel wasreferring to wasthefact that John Calvin taught the same
thing Mr. Lumbley doeswith regardsto who isresponsiblefor what in our salvation. Like Mr. Lumbley,
Calvin taught that God doesit all. Hetaught that God must do it al becauseif we haveany partinit, we
will be stealing glory from God—and that is precisely what Steve Lumbley teaches.

Hesaysover and over again that we dl want to do something to bring about our own perfection or produce
righteousnessin our lives because * our flesh alwayswantsto take credit for what God does’. Hetells
hisfollowers over and over again that if they try to do anything besides believe and yield, they aredoing
so because “their flesh wantstheglory”. That’s Calvinism. That’ sthe doctrine of Calvin and of al the
Reformation leaders.
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| don't havetimeto explain why that wholeview isalie. Maybel’ Il explain that error and it’ sramifications
next week, if anybody’ sinterested. My pointissmply that Mr. Lumbley’ sfundamenta position regarding
our responsibility in redemption is precisely the view Calvin espoused.

Oh, by the way: Mr. Lumbley’s response, when | warned him that some of his core beliefs were
Cavinigtic, wasthat heredlly didn’t know or carewhat John Calvintaught; and that if Calvin believed what
he believes, then Calvin was right.

Before we proceed to the fina clip, | want to say very clearly that God expects us to obey the
commandments He gave usinthe New Testament, whether we*“fed” like obeying them or not. Heexpects
usto obey those commandments whether we “have in our hearts’ to obey them or not. Just because you
gill “haveitinyour heart” tolook at pornography on your computer, that’ sno excusefor continuing in that
sin! God expects yo to STOP practicing that wickedness NOW, immediately.

Y es, only God can deliver you from the desire to look a pornography. But until He ddlivers you from that
desire, you areresponsibleto STOP practicingit! If you can't stop, then your areresponsibleto at least
resst the temptation with dl your might and not just giveinto it whenever it raisesits head. And you aredso
responsible to ask God to deliver you from that desire. That’s your responsibility, not God’s.

If youfollow thefasegrace Mr. Lumbley ispreaching, it will takeyou 30 yearsto get ddlivered from things
that you could have been delivered from in 3 months, had you done your part in the battle.

Thelast clip I’m going to play goes back to thisideathat we haveno right to judge the behavior or the
conduct of others because we haveto let them progress spiritualy at their own pace. Asl said, thisisjust
an excuse people use because they don’t want anybody correcting them or telling them what to do. While
trying to make the point that we shouldn’t judge each other, Mr. Lumbley recounted a“letter” he received
some time ago from a well-meaning person who was trying to put him under some kind of legalistic
bondage. I’ m surethat when hetold that story, everyone empathi zed with him and thought the person he
was talking about was some kind of religious Pharisee. But is that really the case?

Clip.

“l got a letter here, oh, | don’t know, a year ago, maybe, maybe more than that | don’t
remember exactly, from a person who used to listen to us. | don’t think they listen to us
much anymore. But this person sent me a letter, and just excoriated me; | mean, just
ripped into me, because | would occasionally on these broadcasts, make a little joke about
watching a football game. And ah, | would joke about this from time to time, and you know
I’'m not trying to keep anything any big dark secret. You know, after the broadcast on
Sunday morning during football season, I'll generally fix myself a sandwich and turn on a
football game.

But this person wrote me a letter, well meaning person, but this person wrote me a letter
and told me that | should be ashamed of myself. Ashamed, for even joking about
something like football. That this was such a worldly thing. That | should be ashamed of
this, and | should be on my knees day and night, crying out to God to deliver me from this
horrible thing. Now, this was not, this was not, | was not engaged in some great
sin—although, maybe this person saw it as a great sin. You know, this was not, | was not
out lying or stealing or cheating on my wife or something like this. And it was not about
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correcting me in doctrine either. This was not about, brother | think you're wrong in your
interpretation of this doctrine. You know what this was? This was someone attempting to
lay a burden on me that the Lord had not put on me. This was someone who expected me
to live up to their expectations. And in their eyes, this was a horrible thing for a minister
of the gospel to admit that they liked football. Or it could be any sport, it doesn’t matter.

Now, what this person didn't understand is how little those things mean to me today,
versus maybe what they meant to me 20 years ago, or 15 years ago. See, this person did
not understand how far the Lord has brought me in that respect, to where | can kind of joke
about it today because it's not that big a deal.

You know, | this is why sometimes, pastors and teachers get in trouble, ‘cause they can’t
be, they can’t be transparent, they don't feel like they can be transparent with people. They
feel like if they reveal any little flaw, or what someone perceives as a flaw, someone’s going
to, ah, not like it, be offended, whatever.

But you know, this is, this is, Romans 14:4 says ‘who are you to judge another man’s
servant? Unto His own master he stands or falls.” See, this person was trying to lay a
burden on me that the Lord had not put on me. Can we, can we do this...can we allow
other people to grow and to be brought to perfection and to maturity at their pace? Or at
the pace that the Lord has for them? Can we do that? Are you willing to allow me to grow
and, and reach maturity at whatever pace the Lord is dealing with me at? Or am | not
getting there fast enough for you? Or are you not getting there fast enough for me?

You see, | know this person would not agree with what I'm saying here, but what they were
doing, is they were putting a law on me, and they were trying to get me to bring myself to
a greater level of maturity by my own efforts. See, even, even telling me: ‘Oh you need to
get on your knees day and night and cry out to the Lord until He delivers you from
this—you know what? That's not in my heart to do that. Until the Lord changes my heart,
all I'm doing is whistling in the wind.”

| believe the “person” he was referring to, who “excoriated” him and “ripped into him”, was my
mother—unless he recelved two identical letters around that sametime, concerning that same Situation.
Evenif theletter he referred to was not the one my mother sent him, his opinion of the one she sent him
would certainly be the same as his opinion of the one he was referring to Friday night.

The reason shewrote him is because he was making amockery of the message he was preaching. The
main message of the “ Apostasy Watch” fellowship istaking up your cross and following the Lord. The
messageisal about putting the “flesh” to death in order to come forth in Chrigt. It shypocritical to get
behind amic twice aweek and tell your followersto dieto self and to quit walking in the flesh, while
knowingly indulging in the flesh yourself and not even caring about it.

Thisisn't asituation where he had no idea he was doing something displeasing to God—unless he can
serioudy maintain that he does’t think God caresif we giveinto our flesh. Nor wasit astuation where he
was battling something he knew was wrong and he was ashamed of the fact that he was indulging in
something that was displeasing to the Lord. Mr. Lumbley knew that hewasgiving into his“flesh” and he
was PROUD of it! Hethought it was funny that he was giving into hisflesh every week, right after telling
other peoplethey better not giveinto their flesh—and the peoplein hischat room thought it wasfunny too.
By hisown admisson, hewas't even asking God to ddliver him from something he knew was awork of
the flesh. Why? Because “it wasn’t in his heart to do that”.
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Isthistheway aminigter of the gospd is supposed to behave? Do you think thisisthe way Paul and Peter
and Jameswaked?If itwas, then | can assure you, many of the thingsthey wrote would have been worded
differently. Instead of simply saying: “ For thisisthe will of God, even your sanctification, that ye
should abstain fromfornication” (1. Thess. 4:3)—Paul would have had to add: “...if it’sin your heart
todo so”. Instead of smply saying: “Purereligion and undefiled before God and the Father isthis...to
keep himsalf unspotted from the world” (James 1:27) ”—James would have had to add: “...but only if
it'sinyour hearttodo so” . Instead of smply saying: “Be sober, bevigilant...”—Peter would have had
to add: “...but only if it'sin your heart to do so” .

I’vegot newsfor dl the Lumbleysof thisworld—if it’snot “inyour heart” to stop walking after theflesh
and giving into the desires of your flesh, then | suggest you get it into your heart before you go out into
eternity or you will be cut off from Christ forever.

Ohyes, thewholething with watching football wasabig joke. I'll bet Mr. Lumbley had agrand oldtime
getting behind amic every Sunday morning to TALK about walking in righteousness, and TALK about
walkingin holiness, and TALK about putting the flesh to death; and TALK about not living after theflesh;
only to put themic down and engage in something he knew full well was*flesh”. And hedidn’t carethat
he was being a hypocrite.

What in the world iswrong with the people in that room who encouraged that kind of hypocrisy? Do you
think thisissomekind of religious game? Do you think God doesn't redlly care when you make amockery
of Hisholiness? Do you think you are going to go into the Holy of Holies; into the very presence of Fire
of lsradl; dragging your filthy entertainment and sportsin therewith you? Don't you redize thisisthe kind
of thing that kindles God’ sanger and wrath? Don’'t you redizethisisthekind of thingthat makesHimturn
people over to a strong delusion?

Thefactis, God wasvery displeased with the kind of hypocrisy Mr. Lumbley waswalking in and bragging
about openly. When he made ajoke out of giving into hisflesh, all his groupies may have laughed right
aongwith him, but | can assure you, the Lord was not laughing. Since he was blind to the fact that hewas
making amockery of the message of death to sdif, the Lord put it on someone es2' s heart to confront him
about it and call him to repentance.

S0 you see, there are two possible ways you can view that whole event. Y ou can view it like he views
it—whichisalie. Or you can view it the way it really was—which is that because of his arrogant
foolishness and blindness, God had to use someone else to confront him.

But even that’ s not the whole story.

Mr. Lumbley’ sproblem with football went alot deeper than just being aproblemwith his“flesh”. Football
was hisidol. How do | know it was an idol ? Because he exposed hisidolatry thefirst timel visited him.
Y ou see, another brother and | drove a1000 milesto vist him in his home the weekend he introduced me
on hisFriday evening Chat Room. When | called him to make arrangementsfor that visit, he had told me
right up front that we could have some fellowship Friday evening and Saturday evening after 5:00. But
Saturday afternoon hewould be busy because he had aready made*” plans’. Wdll, | didn’t think anything
of it. | wasjust glad | would be able to see him at all.
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So, we drove down to Texas and we had our Friday night fellowship. Saturday morning and afternoon my
brother and | toured the city. We arrived a Mr. Lumbley’ s place about 5 minutes after 5:00—only to find
that hewasglued to his TV set watching afootball game. The game had goneinto overtime, which he
hadn’t anticipated. He assumed it wold be over by the timewe arrived. That wasthe* plans’ he had for
that day. To him, watching afootbal game was moreimportant to spending timewith acoupleof brothers
who had driven quite a distance to see him.

After we arrived, you would have thought he would have at |east gpol ogized and turned the game off. But
of coursenot. Nothing caninterferewith thegreet football god! Everything must be set aside until thegame
isover. All life stops until the gameisover. And so it was, after we arrived, we had to sit therefor 20
minutes and watch the end of that game with him.

Now, the brother who waswith meisnot against sports. He has acouple of boyswho do sportsin school
and he watches basebal | and basketba |l occasionaly. But he couldn’t believe how rude Mr. Lumbley was
acting. Quite frankly, it stumbled him.

| had recommended the Apostasy Watch Bible Study to thisbrother afew weeks before thetrip and he
had sarted attending them. But after that visit, he wanted nothing more to do with Steve Lumbley. | could
never convince him that hewasn't just another minister who talksagood talk but doesn’t walk thewalk.

Wil | wasn't ssumbled by the whole affair and | didn’t hold agrudge at being treated that way. | spent
the next year and ahdf attending the A postasy Watch Biblestudies. Actualy, | pitied Mr. Lumbley. It was
evident he saw nothing wrong with what he did. That' swhere hewas spiritually. However, | knew right
then and there that football wasanidol in hislife. So when hetells hisfollowersthat he just grabbed a
sandwich and watched alittle football game on Sundays, like it was no big deal, he' slying, whether he
realizesit or not because idolatry is abig deal in God’ s eyes—hig enough to get you cast into Hell!

Listen people: if you' re going to set yourself up asateacher to the body of Christ and preach death to seif,
then you better at least try to walk in the message you are preaching. It’ snot alaughing matter to play the
hypocrite and then joke about it publicly. If you engage in thiskind of foolishness, then don’t be surprised
if God sends someone your way to expose your hypocrisy and call you to repentance.

Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the
feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men. See that none
render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both
among yourselves, and to all men. Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing.
In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you. Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove
all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of
evil.

| Thessalonians 5:14-22

Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.
|. Thessalonians 5:6
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Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye
sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.
James 4.8

| want you to consder carefully the things James and Paul instructed usto do in the above passages—and
then understand that the New Testament isfull of these kinds of admonitions and commandments. If the
gpostlesdidn’t think we could do these things, they would never havetold usto do them. They would have
sad the samething Mr. Lumbley says. They would have said: “Let God do all these thingsfor you”. They
would have said: “We are telling you to do these all things; but in realty we know you can’t do any
of them so don’t even try. Wait for the Lord to do them for you”.

For everyone who listensto the messages of Apostasy Watch or attends those Bible studies—you have
achoice set beforeyou. Y ou can chooseto believe what the Scripture actually says; or you can choose
to believe what Mr. Lumbley says the Scripture says—which is just the opposite of what it says.

It sno skin off of my back if you believeand follow hiserror. Y ou arethe onewho will misswhat God has
ordained for you. But let it be known this day that you have been warned.
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