FOLLOWING THE SPIRIT

Tonight I'm going to talk about something that isvery crucid inthesedays. | talked about it back in March
of thisyear; but | fed thereisaneed to revisit the subject again. The subject isbeing led by the Spirit. The
reason | spoke about thisback in March is because | heard amessage from a*“ Bible teacher” you are dl
familiar with, in which he made the following statements: “ God only speaksto usthrough the Scripture;
and “we can only know Him through the Scripture”. | felt it was necessary to expose this whole idea
for what it was—Fundamentalism. | said whenever you hear someone say thiskind of thing, you need to
redizeyou arelistening to aFundamentalist becausethat isthe Fundamentalist position on hearing God and
knowing God.

| then described the difference between the Fundamentali st approach to knowing and hearing God and
the Pentecostal approach to knowing and hearing God. Fundamentalists are not redlly led by the Spirit;
they areled by the Bible. They believe that you can only know God through the Bible and that God only
speaksto usthrough the Bible. Pentecostals, on the other hand, genuinely seek to beled by the Spirit.
They believe God can speak to us directly in many ways—the Bible being only one of them. They aso
believe that we come to know God directly, through persona union and communion with Him.

Y ou seg, all Christians—even Fundamentalists—pay lip service to the truth that we are supposed to be
led by the Spirit. However, Fundamentalistsdeny thistruthinreal life. They don’t comeright out and say
we' re not supposed to be led by the Spirit, or we can't be led by that Spirit. Rather, what they do is, they
redefine what it meansto beled by the Spirit, so that in theend, we arereally being led by the Bible. To
them, being led by the Spirit means being led by the Bible. The problemwith being led by the Bibleisthis:
we can read the Bible in the Spirit, or we can read the Bible with thenatural mind. Many people, including
many believers, read the Bible with the naturd mind. Asamatter of fact, there are many Bibleteachersout
there who have anatural ability to read, study, and teach the Scripture.

The Pharisees and the Scribes in Old Testament Israel are a good example of this. They knew the
“Bible”—that is, they knew the portion of the Scripture they had at that time, which was the Old
Testament. They studied the Bible night and day. They poured over the scrolls of the Old Testament to the
point where they could present an impressive expository sermon based upon what they had learned. But
they were not reading those scrollsin the spirit.

The Scriptureislike the ocean. It has a surface which all people can see and understand. But it also has
adepth that only the Spirit of God can reveal to a person. Thisiswhy Paul said things like:

Wherefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love
unto all the saints, cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you
in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in the saints.

Ephesians 1:15-18
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The natural mind can read the Bible and grasp many of itstruths. The ideathat the natural mind can’t
understand anything the Bible saysis an urban legend. There aremany Bible teachers out there who know,
and can explain, basic sdvation from the Scripture—yet they are not even saved! Indeed, the churches are
full of pew-stterswho read the Bibledll thetime, who know all the key verses of the Bible on any given
subject, but who are yet unregenerate. These people cannot possibly be reading read the Bible in the Spirit
because they don’t have the Spirit to begin with. They read it with the natura mind—and they understand
quite a bit of its teachings with the natural mind.

But in order to understand the deeper things of Scripture, andin order to “rightly divide” the Scripture, you
must have “the eyes of your understanding opened”; you must receive the “ spirit of wisdom and
revel ation”—which means, you must havethe Spirit of God. But even then, just because wehavethe Spirit
of God, that doesn’t mean wewill awaysread the Biblein the Spirit. A believer can read the Bible with
the natural mind just as easily as an unbeliever can.

When| tak about reading the Biblewith the natural mind, I’ mtalking about reading it with themind alone.
Of coursewe have to use our mind to read anything, including the Bible. Theissueis, arewereading the
Biblewith the natural mind alone, or are we reading the Bible with amind that isunder the influence of
the Holy Spirit? Are we reading it with amind that’s being illuminated by the Spirit?

We are fast approaching the end of this age—which meansthat we have very little timeleft to mature
spiritudly. Themaost important thing in our livesright now should be growing spiritualy. The most important
thinginour livesright now should belearning to livein the Spirit and beled by the Spirit. | redlizewedon’'t
have the power to make ourselves grow spiritually. However, we do have the power to hinder that growth
or not hinder it by the choices we make and the way we walk every day.

But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but
my Father only. But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be. For asin the days that were before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that
Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took them
all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

Matthew 24:36-39

One of the easiest waysto hinder your spiritua growth isto have your mind occupied with the affairs of
thislife—andthat i s precisely wheremost of today’ s Christianslive. Then they read thesewords of Jesus
and they apply them to the unsaved! Tak about being blind! The vast mgority of today’ s* Chrigtians’ will
be doing exactly what Jesus said in that passage. They will be eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, just like the unsaved, right up until the end.

Oh sure, they are watching the news reports and they see what’ s happening to the nation and the world.
But that doesn’t stop them from living the same old way they’ ve dwayslived. That doesn’t stop them from
planning to send their kidsto college or encouraging them to get married. It doesn't stop them from starting
anew business or going into debt for 20 or 30 yearsto buy ahome. It doesn't stop them from living asif
thisageis going to continue on just like it is indefinitely.
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But thereisamore subtle kind of danger to aperson’ sspiritua growth, and it comesfrom a place you
would least expect it—the Bible. That’ sright. One of thethingsthat hinderspeopl€e s spiritual growthis
when they get into a habit of being led by the Bible instead of being led by the Spirit.

Now before | go any further, | want to makeit very clear that | believe the Lord can and does speak to
usthrough the Scripture. He speaksto me through the Scripture. But He al so speaksto mein other ways,
and He speaksto mein those other waysjust as often as He does through the Scripture. | am not trying
to say we should not allow God to speak to usthrough the Scripture, or that we shouldn’t want Him to
speak to us through the Scripture. What I’ m saying is that when you claim that God only speaksto us
through the Scripture, you are exalting the Bible above the Lord.

| said thisbefore, but it bears repeating—when you read the story of the Early Church, you are reading the
story of people who did not have a New Testament. The Gentile converts didn’t even have the Old
Testament. All they might have had in writing was aletter that might have been written to them by Paul or
one of the other gpostles. Except for the origind teaching they got from the gpostle who originaly planted
their church, they had nothing but the indwelling Spirit to guide them on adaily basis.

So when you read their story, and you see that they did this“by” the Spirit, or they did that “through” the
Spirit, or the Spirit “spoke’ to them and told them to do something or go somewhere, understand that you
arereading about apeoplewho were being led by the Spirit directly. They weren't being led by the Spirit
through the Bible. They weren't being led by the Spirit through the apostlesand the prophets, or through
the elders and the deacons. They were being led by the Spirit...period. They were being led by the Spirit
Himsalf. You see, that’ s part of the promise of the New Covenant. That’ sthe“new and living” way the
writer of Hebrews talks abouit.

And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led
by the Spirit into the wilderness,
Luke4:1

When you read thisverse, do you get apicturein your mind that Jesuswas Sitting somewherereading the
scroll of Isaiah or the scroll of Jeremiah, and suddenly the Father used some passage in those scrollsto | et
Him know He was supposed to go into the wilderness to be tested; or do you think maybe Jesus had the
ability to hear His Father’ s voice and know His Father’ swill directly?

Now when we had discovered Cyprus, we left it on the left hand, and sailed
into Syria, and landed at Tyre: for there the ship was to unlade her burden.
And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days. who said to Paul
through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem.

Acts21:3-4

When you read how the brethren warned Paul “through the Spirit” not to go to Jerusalem, what kind of

picture do you get in your mind? Do you envision them al sitting around thetabl e, studying the scrolls of
Jeremiah or Zachariah, and suddenly a passage about going up to Jerusalem jumps out to them and they
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believe Godis using that passageto let them know Paul shouldn’t go up to Jerusalem? Wasthe Spirit
speaking to them through the scrolls of the Book; or was He speaking to them directly?

And on thefirst day of the week, when we were gathered together to break
bread, Paul {began} talking to them, intending to depart the next day, and
he prolonged his message until midnight. And there were many lampsin the
upper room where we were gathered together. And there was a certain
young man named Eutychus sitting on the window sill, sinking into a deep
sleep; and as Paul kept on talking, he was overcome by sleep and fell
down from the third floor, and was picked up dead. But Paul went down
and fell upon him and after embracing him, he said, "Do not be
troubled, for hislifeisin him." And when he had gone {back} up, and had
broken the bread and eaten, he talked with them a long while, until
daybreak, and so departed. And they took away the boy alive, and were
greatly comforted.

Acts 20:7-12 NAS

When you read this account, do you envision asituation where after the boysfals, Paul grabs some Old
Testament scrollsto find out how he should respond; or can you see that Paul’ s response came directly
from the Spirit because Paul was walking in the Spirit? He was being led by the Spirit.

You seg, if weareredly walking in the Spirit, God can speak to us any time He wantsto, in any way He
wantsto. Y ou don't have to be reading your Bible to hear Hisvoice. Y ou don’t have bein achat room,
listening to Dan Mace teach, in order to hear Hisvoice. Y ou don’t need to be reading an article some
preacher wrote or listening to aCD message of some Bibleteacher in order to hear Hisvoice. God isdive,
people! He speaksto usal thetime. Heis constantly speaking to our hearts and our minds. It' swe who
don’t have the capacity to hear Him because we have been taught al manner of false doctrinesin this
regard by Fundamentalist preachers and ministers who might as well be Fundamentalists.

The gpostles of the Early Church didn’t wak around with astack of Scrolls under their arms as they went
from town to town, raising up loca fellowships. They were moved upon by the Holy Spirit. They wereled
by the Spirit becausethey knew how to walk in the Spirit. They knew how to yield their tongue to the Spirit
so they would be speaking by supernatural unction and not from ahead full of Bible knowledge. They
knew how to yield to the Spirit so He could spesk through them and communi cate exactly what the hearers
needed to hear.

They wereled directly by the Spirit in their ministry. God told them where to go and who to spesk to when
they got there. They had theability to hear Hisvoiceinthear hearts, or intheir minds, or inther spirits. Also,
they knew how to recognizetheinner witness. They knew when the Holy Spirit inside them was bearing
witnessto something or someone, and when Hewasn't. They knew what it wasto get aspiritual checking
when they were about to do something or go somewhere that wasn’'t God’ s will.

Il tell you something €l sethey knew. They knew how to identify (and yield to) the spiritual fedingsthat
camefrom their “new man”. Do you know how to identify thefedingsthat originatein your spirit? Do you
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even redize your spirit man hasfedings, or are you like the brainwashed masses who have been taught to
“never trust their feings’ and never alow themselvesto be“led by their fedings’? Thefact is, if your are
truly born again, then there are two sources of fedingsin your life: spiritual feelings, which comefrom the
Holy Spirit into your regenerated spirit; and natural feglings, which come from your Adamic nature. Both
kinds of fedingsaresmilar. So at firgt, they are hard to distinguish. But aswe mature spiritudly, welearn
to know the difference between these two kinds of feelings.

Didyou ever find yoursdf feding furiouswhen you redized aminister you werelistening to was preaching
grosserror?If so, I'll bet your first response to those kinds of feeling wasto think it’ sjust your “flesh”
getting upset. But it’ s possible those fedling were coming from your spirit man. Don't you think the Spirit
of God ever getsfurious with people who decelve multitudes in the name of Christ? Oh yes; your spirit
man has feelings. He can feel peace and joy and sadness and frustration and grief and anger.

But of course, you'll never know which feelings are coming from your spirit man and which ones are
coming from your flesh because you’ ve been taught to believe ALL your feelings comefrom theflesh.
Y ou’ ve been taught to never trust your feelings or follow your feelings or act upon your feelings.

Would you like to take aguess asto why so many ministerstell God' s peopleto never trust or follow their
feelings?It’ sbecausethey think feelings only come from the heart—you know, that thing that remains
“desperately wicked” and “ deceitful” (Jer. 17:9), years and yearsafter we have been waking with the Lord?
| mean, hey; if your heart isgoing to remain wicked therest of your life, and if all your feelings come from
that wicked heart, thenit’sonly logica to assume that you will never be ableto trust your fedings—right?
Of course, these blind guides don’t understand that when you tell peoplethey should never listento their
fedingsbecause ther fedingswill dways be untrustworthy, they are cutting them off from amgjor source
of communication by the Holy Spirit.

We have no idea how much we have been poisoned by Fundamentalist preachers and Bible teacherswho
might aswell be Fundamentaligts. Just to give you one example, I’ m going show you the difference between
how the vast mgority of today’ s Christians define acertain popular phrase, and how the Scripture itself
defines that same phrase. The phraseis: “the word of God”.

When | say “theword of God”, what comes to your mind first? If you are like most Chrigtians, the first
thing you will think of when you hear the phrase, “theword of God” will bethe Bible. Now, | don’t want
you to misunderstand what | am about to say. | believe the Bibleisthe word of God. However, | want to
show you that in the New Testament, the phrase “the word of God” does not mean the Scripture.

Consider the following examples: “They spoke the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31); “ They
preached_the word of God in the synagogues of Judaea” (Acts 13:5); “ It was necessary for the word
of God to be spoken to you first” (Acts 13:46); “...to speak the word of God fearlessly” (Pnil 1:14); “ the
word of God isnot bound” (11. Tim. 2:9). In Acts 17:11, theterm “word” and the term “ scriptures’ occur
in the same verse: “... they received the word with all eagerness, daily examining the scriptures
whether these things were so”. Here, the word and the scriptures are clearly distinguished.

The apostles spokethe“word” that God gave them to speak at the moment they were speaking it. That
word wasthegospel, of course. The*“word” they shared wasthetruth about who Jesuswas and what His
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death and resurrection accomplished. But they weren't preaching the gospel fromthe Scripture. They
weren't quoting John 3:16 to the people, or leading them down the Romans Road to salvation. They were
gpeeking by the Spirit. They were speaking under theinspiration and by the unction of the Spirit. They were
speaking the word which was proceeding (present tense) out of the mouth of the Lord.

For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually
worketh also in you that believe.

|. Thessalonians 2:13

When you read the phrase “the word of God” in this passage, do you think of the Bible? Do you just
assumethe“word of God” which the Thessal oniansreceived wasa sermon from the scroll of Isaiah? Do
you think Paul walked into that town with abunch of Scrollsunder hisarm and started preachingthe Old
Testament to them? What was the “word of God” Paul gave these people? Again, he shared the gospel
with them. But he wasn't sharing the gospel from the Scripture. Hewas speaking the word which was
proceeding out of the mouth of the L ord at that moment. Do you redlize that except for the Four Gospels,
most of the New Testament is nothing more than the words of aman named Saul of Tarsus? Paul wasan
ordinary person, jukelike you and me. He had problems, just likewedo. He got upset and frustrated, just
likeyou and | do. He fought against sin, and at times hefailed, just like you and | do. What made him
special was that he learned how to walk in the Spirit. He learned how to be led by the Spirit 24/7.
Because of this, thethings he said and the things he wrote were “the word of God”. Because of this, the
things he said and the things he wrote became Scripture.

That’ s an awesome thought. Of course, the Cannon of Scripture is closed; but that doesn’t mean we
shouldn’t strive to spesk “theword of God” just like Paul spokeit. The apostle Peter said if we speek, let
us speak asthe “oracles’ of God:

As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to
another, as good stewar ds of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak,
let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let himdo it as
of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen.

|. Peter 4:10-11

That term—"the oracles of God”—isareferenceto the Old Testament. It’ sareference to the Scriptures.
In Romans 3:2, Paul said the* oraclesof God” (ie: thewritings of the Old Testament) were committed
to the Jews. So what Peter issayingisvery clear. He ssaying, just asthewords of the Old Testament are
the“oracles’ of God, that’s how our words areto be! When we speak and minister to people, our words
aretobejust likethewords of the prophets; just likethewords of Moses; just like thewords of Peter and
Paul, and just like the words of Jesus! These people spoke the word of God to those around them.
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To the Fundamentalist, thisisamost blasphemy because they don’t believe God spesks to people today
like he spoke to Peter and Paul. They don't believe God speaks to people today like He did to M oses.
They don't believewe can live in a place where when we speak, we are speaking “theword of God”. To
them, the “word of God” has been spoken and that word is the Bible. To them, God' s word has been
spoken and it will be spoken no more.

Y es, the Cannon of Scripture hasbeen closed—I recognizethis. I'm not looking to get another “Book of
Daniel” added to the Scripture. But just because the Cannon of Scriptureisclosed, that doesn’t meanwe
shouldn’t striveto spesk “theword of God” just like Peter and Paul spokeit. | know thisisgoing to sound
like heresy to most of you, but thefact is, when you are in the Spirit and you are speaking “the word of
God”—the pure, unmixed word of God—that word has the same authority as the Scripture. How can it
not have the same authority? It comes from the same Person. The only real differenceis, nobody is
required to recognize the authority of that word when it comes from you and me. When it comesto the
Scripture, everyoneisrequired to recognize its authority. But in both cases, it’s the word of God.

And Jesus answered him, saying, It iswritten, That man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word of God.
Luke4:4

Hereisanother example. What comes to your mind when you read that passage? Do you just assume that
“ every word of God” means the Bible? If so, consider the parallel passage in Matthew:

And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God,
command that these stones be made bread. But he answered and said, It is
written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God

Matthew 4:3-4

The word “proceedeth” is a present tense term. Jesus didn’t say we are to live by every word that
proceeded (past tense) out of the mouth of God. Hedidn’t say we areto live by every word that has been
spoken by God. If Hewould have said proceeded (past tense), thiswould be adirect referenceto the Old
Testament, for the Old Testament isthe record of what God has said. Thiswould then carry over to the
New Testament, onceit had been written down—and thisis precisely what the mgjority of today’s
preachersaretelling usweto do—Ilive by every word that has been spoken by the mouth of God inthe
Old and the New Testaments.

But that’ s not what Jesus said. He said we are to live by every word that proceeds (present tense; daily)
from the mouth of God. God' s mouth has not only spoken intimes past. God’' s mouth also speakstoday,
to each and every one of His children. AsHis people, we are to hear what He is speaking today. As His
people, we are supposed to feeding upon what He is speaking today. That’ swhy the writers of Hebrews
said: “Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear hisvoice, Harden not your hearts,
asin the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness’ (Heb. 3:7-8).
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And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.
And |et the peace of God rulein your hearts, to the which also ye are called
in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly
in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your heartsto the Lord.
Colossians 3:14-16

When Paul said to the Colossians—" Let theword of Christ dwell in you richly’—do you think hewas
talking about the Bible? Do you think he wastelling them to read their Bible every day and let that word
dwell in them? He couldn’t have been talking about the New Testament because there was no New
Testament at that point. Was he wastelling them to read the Old Testament every day? No! Hewastelling
themtolet theword that they had heard from Him and the other gpostlesdwell inthem. Hewasadso telling
them to let the word that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord each day, dwell in them.

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which | please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto | sent it.

Isaiah 55:11

The above passageis often quoted by peopletotally out of it’s context, and they apply it inaway that is
not of God. Firgt of dl, when God saisHis"word” would not return to Him void, He was not talking about
the Biblein general. He was talking about the specific prophesy he had just give through | saiah about
Messiah, and about the nation of 1sragl. People go through the Bibleand pluck out al the promises—some
of which will never apply to them—and then they quote the wordsin Isaiah 55:11 and say that based on
that statement, God has to keep Hisword. Based on that statement, God hasto fulfill all the promises
listed in the Bible to them.

The“word of God” isgoing forth from the mouth of God every day. He wants to spesk to each and every
oneof usevery day. Hisword proceeds from Hislipson adaily basisin order to lead usand guide us. The
guestionis: areyou hearing that word every day? Areyou in ahearing relationship withyour Lord? Are
you living by every word that proceeds out of His mouth on adaily basis? Can He speak to you any time
He chooses and in any way He chooses; or can He only speak to you when you read the Bible?

Again, I’'m not trying to de-legitimize having God speak to usthrough the Bible. What I' m saying isthat
God wants to speak to usin different ways, not just through the Bible. There are many situationsin this
lifewhereit’s not practical, nor isit even possible, to go to the Bible for an answer.

Just one exampleisin the areaof deliverance. When you are helping someone get ddlivered from some
kind of spirit that has them bound, you must bein ahearing relationship with the Lord. Y ou must be able
to hear Him speak specific discernment and wisdom in that situation at any moment.

Another areawhere you need to be able to hear the Lord’ s voice very clearly isin relationships, and

especialy marriagereationships. | cantell you thereisabig difference between the person who isbeing
led by the Bible and the person who isbeing led by the Spirit in thiswhole area. The personwho isbeing
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led by the Bible will dways giveyou the same answer or response to every situation regarding marriage
and divorce because they have acertain view which isunmovable and unchangeable, based on certain
passages of Scripture. Their position isthat thereisno groundsfor aperson to separate from, or divorce,
their spouse except (maybe) if the spouse has actualy committed adultery. The person who isbeing led
by the Spirit is not so dogmatic and will give you God’s answer and response to each situation.

It sadwaysinteresting to see what kind of reaction or argument people who follow the Bible come up with
when you ask them to explain Jesus’ words in Matthew chapter nineteen:

And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father,
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive
an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.

Matthew 19:29

Jesus clearly saysit’s permissible to forsake a“wife” for His name' s sake. I’m not going to go into a
discussion about separation and divorce here. I’ m just going to say that | know by the Spirit there are
timeswhen God would have a person (man or woman) forsake amarriage to obey and follow Him. People
can*boo-hoo” meall they want; they can quotetheir key versesin Matthew, Corinthiansand Romansall
they want; and they can say I’ m being disobedient to the Bible all they like. Thefact is, they will never be
able to change what Jesus Himself said. They cantry to explain it away—but either Jesuswas plainly
contradicting everything He and the apostles taught €l sawhere in this regard, or else people are reading
their key verses with the natural mind, not with a mind that under the influence of the Spirit.

I’ll give you another example of the difference between being led by the Bible and being led by the Spirit.
| had afriend who | was closeto for awhile, and he had a 18 year old son who became ahomosexual .
My friend wasastrong Christian, but thisthing with hisson really threw him. Hetried many different ways
to help theboy get out of that lifestyle but nothing worked. Finaly, he put himout of the house. Six months
later the boy was back and he was causing all kind of frustration and trouble in the home.

My friend finally asked mewhat he should do. | asked the Lord for an answer and He gave meone. | told
my friend that homasexuaity isademon spirit. It' snot an dternative lifestyle and it’ snot just aproblem with
the“flesh”. It sademonic stronghold and the only hope for the boy isif he getsto the place where he
himsdlf wantsfreefromit. At that point, that spirit can bebound and hewill be delivered. | said that until
then, the only thing to do isseparate yourself from him and pray that God somehow brings him to the
place where he gets sick of that lifestyle.

Wéll, that suggestion didn’t go over too well with my friend because he had dready put him out of the home
once; and gpparently he couldn’t bear to see him living onthe street, so hetook him back. Thereisno way
hewas going to put him out again. Findly, after afew months, the boy moved in with his partner. The spirits
he had brought into that home left with him and there was peace again.

However, he was granted thefreedom to come and go as he pleased in my friendshome. Onetime| was

a his place and the boy camein to use the computer. When hewaked in, you could fed the spiritsin him
and those spiritstook over that whole house. The Lord revealed to methat my friend wasliving under this
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boy’ sspirits. | didn’t know exactly what to tell him to do about it because | didn’t know exactly what was
going on. | had no ideawhat my friend wasdoing that was bringing him under that boy’ s spirits. However,
| did know by the Spirit that he was compromising somewhere, and | knew | had to tell him that he was
walking under hisson’sdemons, and that he had better do something drastic to get out from under them.
WEell, that was the beginning of the end of our relationship.

Something in my friend just couldn’t beruthlesswhen it cameto hisson. Hewaswilling to fight with him
intheflesh over theissue. Hewaswilling to lay down dl kinds of rules and regulationsthat he would have
to obey if hewanted to come and go as he pleased. But hewas't willing to separate from him completely.
Theresult is, he's il living under that boy’ s spirits.

All thethings| said to him during that six month period camedirectly from the Spirit of God. | wasn’t
getting my discernment and my words from the Bible. The Holy Spirit put the words | wasto say to him
into my mind and heart. It was the Spirit that gave me the wisdom and the discernment | needed to
understand what was going on in that home and try and help this brother get on top of the Situation. This
iswhat I’'mtalking about when | say we haveto learn to beled by the Spirit. We can’t beled by the Bible
in these kinds of situations. That’s not why God gave us the Bible—that’ s not its purpose.

Closdy related to the above Stuation is the whole issue of US getting free and staying free from the spirits
in other people—including other believers. | can’t go into it at this point because most of God's people
don't even believe such asituation ispossible. | would haveto lay some groundwork first, before people
would even listen to me, let aloneaccept what | say astruth. But it’ sareality you will all haveto face
sooner or later if you want to reach perfection—and the Bible won't help you. When it comesto thiskind
of thing, it’ sstrictly amatter of spiritud discernment. The Spirit of God hasto tell you when you are being
affected or influenced by the spirits in another person.

All' I’'mtrying to get acrosstonight isthat there is a difference between being led by the Spirit and being
led by the Bible. It’s not an issue of right or wrong. It’s an issue of good versus the best. It's a choice
between partial preparation and total preparation for what liesahead. It sachoice between smply being
in the Kingdom of God and ruling in the Kingdom of God.

Listen my friends—when Jesus returns, the respongbility for setting this creation free and ruling over it in
wisdom and justice will be placed on the shoulders of the Sonsof God. If you haven't learned how to be
led by the Spirit in dealing with people, if you haven't learned how to be led by the Spirit in confronting
nasty and unpleasant situations, youwill never befit to ruleand reign in the coming kingdom. Thereare
goingto bealot of messesto clean up and alot of situationsto straighten out when the Lord returns. We
must be learning how to deal with these kinds of things now.

Thetime to learn how to be led by the Spirit is now.
| don’t know how to explain it any better than to Smply say that if we don't get past being led by the Bible
and learn how toreally beled by the Spirit, wewill never reach spiritua maturity. So | encourage you to

ask God to makewhat | have said redl to you, and to show you the difference—if it snot real toyou at
this time—between being led by the Bible and being led by the Spirit.
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