FEAST OF TABERNACLES
Part Three

Tonight we are going to look at the fina part of the Feast of Tabernacles—which isthe Feast of Booths.
Because of al the things the feast represents—the compl etion of the harvest, spiritua unity, atime of
rgoicingand greet joy, etc—I beievethispart of Tabernacleswill not befulfilled spiritualy until theactua
return of the Lord. However, sincethe first two parts of Tabernacles arefulfilled in this age, we can say
with al confidence that we are walking in the Feast of Tabernacles right now.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israd,
saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of
tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD. On the first day shall be an
holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. Seven days ye shall
offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be an
holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto
the LORD: it isa solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servilework therein.
. .Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in
the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days. on
the first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.
And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches
of palm trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and
ye shall rgjoice before the LORD your God seven days. And ye shall keep
it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the year. It shall be a statute for
ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month. Ye
shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in
booths: That your generations may know that | made the children of
| sradl to dwell in booths, when | brought them out of the land of Egypt:
| amthe LORD your God.

Leviticus 23:33-36 & 39-43

Thou shalt observe the feast of tabernacles seven days, after that thou
hast gathered in thy corn and thy wine: And thou shalt rejoice in thy
feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy
maidservant, and the Levite, the stranger, and the fatherless, and the
widow, that are within thy gates. Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn feast
unto the LORD thy God in the place which the LORD shall choose: because
the LORD thy God shall blesstheein all thineincrease, and in all the works
of thine hands, therefore thou shalt surely rejoice.

Deuteronomy 16:13-15

Last week wetaked about the Day of Atonement; how it wasavery sober timein Isragl. So after theten
days of introspection in the beginning of the seventh month—and especially repentance, fasting, and
humbling themselves on the Day of Atonement asthey waited in anticipation to seeif the snsfrom the
previous year would be forgiven by God—the fifteenth day of the month arrives.
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Now the mood isjust the opposite asit wasthefirst ten days of the month. Now it istimeto rejoice with
thanksgiving before the Lord, for al the good things He has done for the people. For seven days, the
peoplewere commanded to dwell in *“booths’ made of branches of certain trees. They wereto spend those
seven daysreoicing beforethe Lord for all Hisgoodness. They wereto rejoice asthey remembered their
past history—how God had provided for them supernaturdly in the wilderness after coming out of Egypt.
And they were also to rejoice asthey remembered their recent history—how He had blessed them in al
their “increase” and all the “works of their hands’ during the previous year.

The mainideabehind the Feast of Boothsisthat of rest. At thistime of theyear, the people entered arest
from al the natural and spiritual burdensthey had been carrying thewhole year. Therewasrest from the
burden of the sinsthat had been committed that year. There wasrest from the hard, physica labor that was
required to plant and harvest the cropsthat would sustain the nation until the next planting season. Thiswas
atime of completion and rest. It was atimeto relax and enjoy the fruits of their labor. It wasaso atime
to reflect upon the goodness of God. | don't think it’ stoo hard to seethe spiritua application of al thisin
thelives of God's Israel when Jesus returns.

It will beatime of spiritual rest for those of uswho have paid the price God isrequiring. All the burdens
we have been carrying will cometo an end. The burden of sin—which not only includesthe guilt and
pendty of sin, but the power of sin and the very presence of sn—will be gone. Theintense spiritud labor,
whichis so hecessary to produce the “fruit of the Spirit” in aperson’slife, will cometo an end because the
harvest will becomplete. The burden of the physical body, with al itslimitationsandfrailtiesand diseases,
will belifted, aswereceive our new, immorta bodies. The burden of londinesswill belifted, aswearefully
united in resurrection lifewith Jesus and the other victorious saints. The burden of being misunderstood by
all those around us will be lifted, as God vindicates us before the eyes of all creation.

Therewill be seven days (the Kingdom age) of regjoicing and thanksgiving, aswe remember al theways
God supernaturally protected us, provided for us, guided us, and patiently worked with us, day in and day
out, to bring usforth in thelifewe will being enjoying at that time. Can you imaginewhat it will beliketo
havedl the burdensyou are now carrying, removed? Can you imaginewhet it will beliketo gainthe* prize’
you have been striving for al these years? Can you imaginewhat it will be liketo look back on all the
horrible things you went through your whole life, from a place of total and complete victory?

Just asinthenatural, the Feast of Boothswasthe greatest and most joyousfeast of sragl’ syear; soit will
bewith us. The spiritua fulfillment of thisfeast will bethe most joyous of dl the experienceswe have had
up to that point.

Of course, if you are the average Christian, you have been taught that everything the Feast of Booths
representswill automatically begivento all believers, based on their profession of faithin Christ. The
doctrinethat’ s taught both implicitly and explicitly in all churchesisthat we will get everything Booths
represents because of what Jesus did, not because of anythingwedo or fail to do. Asaresult, theaverage
Christian can’'t understand why peoplewould strive so hard to overcome sin—especially sincethey have
been told that aslong aswe are divein thisflesh, wewill never completely overcomesin. They can’t
understand why we live such separated lives, or why we talk about remaining free from evil spirits, or why
dodl the crazy thingswedo. All they know isthat in the end, we reall going to get the inheritance spoken
of in the Bible; so what'’ s the point of al this struggle and strange behavior?

Page -2-



Wi, oneanswer to thiskind of thinking hasto do with the concept of the“harvest”. At thetime of Booths,
thelast harvest, which wasthe harvest of fruits and nuts, had been completed. In fact, one of the reasons
for thisfeast wasto regjoice becausedl harvests of the nation had been brought in. Remember what we just
read: “...because the LORD thy God shall blesstheein all thineincrease, and in all the works of thine
hands, therefore thou shalt surely rgjoice”. Isragl was to rejoice seven days because the Lord had
blessed their harvests.

Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long
patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.

James 5:7

Today’ sview of theterm “harvest” does not come from the Scripture. It comesfrom the church’slong
obsession with evangelism. Whenever Christians read the above passage, they automatically think the
“preciousfruit” that’ sbeing referred to are masses of sSinnersgetting saved in somelast-daysrevival. But
thefruit in this passage has nothing to do with afictiona end-timereviva. It' sareferenceto thefruit of
righteousness that God is waiting to see established in His people. The fact is, theidea of harvest,
according to the Scripture, has much moreto do with God' s children than it doesthe Devil’ schildren.

| am the true vine, and my Father isthe husbandman. Every branch in
me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth
fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean
through the word which | have spoken unto you. Abidein me, and | in you.
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no
more can ye, except ye abidein me.

John 15:1-4

| indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after
meismightier than I, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize
you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fanisin hishand, and he will
throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchablefire.

Matthew 3:11-12

The Father islooking for atheimage of his Son in people. He' slooking for aharvest of fruit—the fruit of
the Spirit. Jesus said the Father isthe *“ husbandmen”. It isthe Father who decides which branches have
had long enough to bear fruit and must now be cut off; and which ones should be given moretimeto bear
fruit. Itisthe Father who decides which branches have had their chanceto “abidein” Jesus, but who have
refused to do so and must now be removed from the Son; and which branches need to be given moretime
to learn how to abide in Him. The Father isn't watching sinners and expecting fruit from them. He's
watching believers, and Heis expecting fruit from them. Regarding the believer (ie: branch) who produces
no fruit, it’s stated very clearly that the Father will cut that person out of His Son forever.

Page -3-



John the Baptist, when announcing the coming of Israel’sMessiah, said that when He comes, He will
“gather Hiswheat into the garner”. Jesuswantsto gather Hisfruit (ie: wheat); and the Father wantsto
gather His fruit (from those who are in Christ). Everything is about harvesting fruit from God's people.

Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: And it came to pass, as
he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and
devoured it up. And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much
earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: But
when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it
withered away. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and
choked it, and it yielded no fruit. And other fell on good ground, and did
yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty,
and some sixty, and some an hundred.

Mark 4:3-8

Harvest timeisnot about agredat, last-daysreviva sweepingtheworld. Harvest timeisreport-card-time.
Harvest timeiswhen thetruth isreveded. Harvest time iswhen wefind out how much FRUIT the SEED
that was sown in our hearts by Jesus, has produced. For some, that seed will produce 30-fold fruit. For
others, it will produce 60-fold. For afew, it will produce 100-fold. For still others, it will produce nofruit
because of the various negative conditions of the soil.

What does 30, 60, or 100-fold increase symbolize? Well, later Jesus saysthe “seed” isthe“word”. The
word of Godissownintheheartsof menin order to producethe character of God in them. The character
of God isthe fruit of the Spirit and the image of Christ. In other words, the seed will produce varying
degreesof Chrigt-likenessinaperson’ slife. We can manifest different percentages of the nature of God.
This concept isreflected in Paul’ sdesire to see believers*“filled with all the fulness of God” (Eph. 3:19)
and grow to “the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13)—both of which would be
one-hundred fold fruit.

Wedo not automatically produce one-hundred fold fruit just because we have been forgiven and justified
by the blood of Christ. There are requirements for the spiritual growth of fruit, just as there are
requirementsfor thenatural growth of fruit—and the morefully we meet those requirements, the morefruit
wewill bear. One of those requirementsto bear fruit isthat weabidein Christ, the Vine. The amount of
fruit that we end up producing will bein direct proportion to how well wefulfil this particular requirement.
The fact is, we can stop producing fruit at any time because of our own choices.

The sower soweth the word. And these are they by the way side, where the
word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and
taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. And these are they
likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the
word, immediately receive it with gladness, And have no root in
themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or
persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. And
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these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, And

the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of

other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.
Mark 4:14-19

The other three types of ground Jesus spoke about didn’t produce any lasting fruit. Thefirst type of ground
was wayside ground. The seed that fell on thistype of person was actudly destroyed by Satan. It didn't
remain in the person’s heart long enough to even sprout.

The second type of ground was stony ground. Notice that these kinds of people* receive theword with
gladness’ when they hear it. They believe the gospel. In other words, they “believein Jesus’. Yet
something iswrong with their ground—it’ snot broken up. Their heartsare till hard (full of stones) and
unrepentant. The result isthat before the seed has a chance to produce any fruit, they are offended because
of persecution or tribulation and they fall away.

Thethird kind of ground isthorny ground. Jesus said these people, “ when they have heard, go forth and
are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of thislife and bring no fruit to perfection”. Please
notice that He didn’t say they produced absolutely no fruit at al. He said they brought no fruit forth “to
perfection”. In other words, fruit did beginto grow. They had somefruit for awhile; but it was destroyed
by the choking action of the thorns—that is, the cares, riches and pleasures of thislife.

Stony ground and thorny ground people are believers. They have heard the gospel message and they have
received it. Thisisespecially true whenit comesto thorny ground people. They started to produce fruit,
but it waskilled by therichesand cares of thislife. Unsaved people will never even begin to produce fruit.
They may acquiremorality and religiousprinciples, they may joinachurch and do rdigiousworks; but they
will never beginto producefruit. Only aperson who hasreceived the seed of Christ can begin to produce
fruit. Only agenuine believer can fall away from the faith.

So at the time of the harvest; when we enter the spiritual fulfillment of the Feast of Booths, not every
Chrigtianwill havethe sameamount of fruit to present before the L ord at Jerusalem—and the amount of
fruit we bear will determine the kinds of rewards we receive. Some believerswon't have any fruit to
present and for them, the Feast of Booths will be a very unpleasant time indeed.

Another thing to consider isthe idea of God dwelling with His people. One of the purposes of the
celebration of Boothswasto remind the [ sradlites how God protected and sustained them when they came
out of Egypt and wandered through the desert for 40 years. It wasto remind them of thetrue nature of their
caling. During those 40 years, they dwelt in tents or temporary shelters. They were truly strangers and
pilgrims on this earth; and they were to remain pilgrims, even after entering the Land of Promise.

Likethem, wearein akind of wilderness experience. We have been ddlivered from Egypt (ie: theworld)
through the blood of Christ but we have not yet taken full possession of our promised land—whichis
perfection. When we enter the spiritual fulfillment of the Feast of Booths, we will ook back on our
wildernessjourney and remember how God protected us, provided for us, and led usthrough our own
personal wilderness experiences.



Herel must digressfor aminute. Unfortunatdly, there has been some confusionwith regardsto the spiritua
meaning of Booths because some of those who received insight about the meaning of these feasts, have
faled torecognize that Boothsisnot for thisage. Consequently, they havetried to seeaspiritud fulfillment
of thisfeast at the end of the Church Age. But whenever you move Booths back into this age you
immediately runinto problems and create doctrind errors. One of the problems| have come acrossin this
areahasto with what it meansto enter the Promised Land. As| said, the Promised Land of the believer
isthe sanctification (ie: perfection) of the whole person—spirit, soul and body.

The Church System hasaways taught that |sragl entering the Promised Land represents us dying and
“going to heaven”. It hasaways said that crossing over Jordan representsphysical death. Thereare even
Chrigtian hymns and spirituasthat talk about “ crossing over Jordan”—meaning, dying and going to heaven.

Fifty years ago, God began to open the spiritual understanding of certain men, regarding what it really
meansto crossover Jordan. Unfortunately, some of these men perverted that revel ation without realizing
it becausethey didn’t apply thisunderstanding of body, soul and spirit to what God was showing them. The
result was, once they saw that crossing over Jordan represented going on to perfection, and that it was
possibleto go on to perfection inthislife, they started preaching the possibility of reaching immortality
before the literal, physical return of the Lord.

What these peoplefailed to realize was that the Scriptureisvery clear in thisregard. It' s not God’ swill,
nor isit His plan, that we reach physical immortality before Jesus returns.

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring
with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming
of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.

|. Thessalonians 4:14-15 NAS

And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not
receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that
they should not be made perfect apart from us.

Hebrews 11:39-40 NKJ

Paul said we who are dive and remain to the coming of the Lord will not “precede’ those who have died.
Thewriter of Hebrews said the saints who have died will not be “made perfect” apart from us. Both these
passages are talking about the resurrection of the body. Thisisthe " promise’ the writer of Hebrewsis
referring to, which none of the saints have yet received. It isGod swill that we all receivethispromise
together, when Jesusreturns. We—that i, our bodies—* shal be changed” frommortal toimmortdity in
the*twinkling of aneye’ (1. Cor. 15:50), at the sound of the“last trump”, when the Lord returns. Therefore,
wewill not, and we cannot, cross over Jordan and conquer our Promised Land physically at thistime. But
we can cross over Jordan and conquer that land in the realm of the soul. Our spiritshave aready crossed
over. Our bodieswill cross over when Jesusreturns. But the soul must cross over today. It’ sthe soul, the
human personality, that must be cleansed and made perfect before the return of Jesus.
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The Scripturd teaching regarding the redemption of the body ismuch different than the traditiona teaching
of the Religious System. Theresurrection of the body held acentral placein Paul'swritings. It sacrucid
issuefor Christiansto understand, not only because theresurrection isthe central hope of the Christian
faith, but also because the Bible teaches that one of the purposes of the resurrection of the body isto
reward us according to our faithfulness (or lack thereof) to God. In other words, alarge part of our reward
has to do with what kind of body we receive when the Lord returns.

Unfortunately, this whole area of understanding isignored (and even denied) by the Church System
because that System tells people salvation as a“ package ded” in which we will al get the same kind of
resurrected body when we get to heaven. Thus, our focusis shifted from what kind of body we will
receive—which will be based on how we live—to where we will go when we die.

Mogt Chrigtiansdon’t even think about what kind of body they will receive. They just autometicaly assume
wewill all get thesame kind of bodies, based on our profession of faith. But thisis Christian mythology.
Paul spent an entire chapter explaining the different kinds of bodily resurrection we will experience (1. Cor.
15). All Christians are not going to receive the same kind of resurrected body. There will be different
degreesof glory and honor granted in accordance to the varying degrees of faithfulnessto God. Thisiswhy
some of the saintswho were imprisoned for the sake of the Kingdom, refused to be set free—they wanted
to obtain a“better” resurrection (Heb. 11:25).

The resurrection of the body has to do with God coming to dwell in the body. The reason we till die
physicaly issmply becausethereisno eternd lifein our bodies. Thereiseternd lifein our spirits because
the Spirit of God dwellsin our spirits. The Scripturesays: “...hethat isjoined unto the Lord isone spirit”
(1. Cor. 6:17). The eternal life that dwellsin our spirits, operates on our souls, in order to cleansethem and
infusethem with eternd life. But the physica body remains dead. When the Lord returns, God will take up
residence in our physical bodies and we shall be changed from mortal to immortality.

During the Feast of Booths, when the people built their little sheltersand lived in them for seven days, this
represented them dwelling with God. They spent most of their timein those boothspraising the Lord and
thinking about His goodness. They would read the Law and meditate on their history with Him and their
relationship with Him. They would dwell in the presence of the Lord for seven days.

Thisisapicture of what the New Testament refersto as“abidingin Christ”. Weareto abidein Christ, or
dwell in God, dl thetime. But the booth aso represented God dwelling in us. The booth was atemporary
shelter or tabernacle. The whole ideabehind the term “tabernacle’ isthat of God dwelling with man:
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people...” (Rev. 21:3). When the Lord returns, we will receive our new bodies, and those bodieswill be
filled with the Spirit of God in accordance with the level of obedience we have given Him.

In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If
any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me,
asthe scripture hath said, out of hisbelly shall flow riversof living water.

John 7:37-38
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The concept of liferunsthroughout the Feast of Booths. It was during the Feast of Tabernaclesthat Jesus
stood up in the Temple and said anyone who believes on Him, out of their inmost partswould flow rivers
of living water. During thisfeast, gold pitchers of water were brought from the pool of Siloam to the
temple. The Priest would pour the water over the dltar to signify Isragl’ s gratitude for the rain. Then the
priest would recite Isaiah 12:1-3.

And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD, | will praise thee: though thou
wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me.
Behold, God is my salvation; | will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD
JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.

Many scholars bdievethat it was during thisritud that Jesus uttered His words about coming to Him and
having rivers of living water proceed from our inmost parts. Jesus was saying: “ Cometo me; learn of me;
abidein me; for | am the fulfillment of theritua you are now witnessing. If you will cometo meand learn
to abide in me, you will have living water (eternal life) to share with those around you™.

Thisis one of the mgjor differences between the Feast of Pentecost and the Feast of Tabernacles. In
Pentecost, we are anointed with therain of the Spirit. That’ sone of the reasons Pentecostalstalk so much
about spiritual “rain”. They have experienced theanointing of the Holy Spirit that’ s poured out on people
likerain. Indeed, the very term “anoint” hasto do with something being poured over an individud. When
theLevitical priestswere anointed, or when aking of Israel wasanointed, oil was poured over their head.
To be anointed is to have something come upon you.

Having therain of the Spirit poured out upon usis not the same as having rivers of living water well up from
our inmost beings because “living waters’ represent eternal life. Being anointed and having life are two
separatethings. Many people are anointed by the Holy Spirit to preach or teach. But not everyonewho
preaches and teacheswalksin life. Not everyone who is anointed has life to share with others. The
anointing has to do with the gifts of the Spirit; life has to do with the fruits of the Spirit.

The apostle Paul knew there was adifference between being anointed by God and having thelife of God.
Hementionsthisdistinctionissevera places. One such placeisin First Corinthians 12, where he speaks
of spiritua giftsand ministries, explaining their proper function inthe assemblies. He say: “But oneand the
same Spiritworksall thesethings[the gifts], distributing to each oneindividually just asHewills’ (1. Cor
12:11 NAS). God gives His spiritua giftsto people asHewills. Y ou do not have to be amature Christian
to receive agift. Receiving agift is not dependant on our condition. God gives giftsto people according to
Hisown desiresand design. After saying all this, he then says:. “ But covet earnestly the best gifts: and
yet shew | unto you a more excellent way” (1. Cor. 12:31).

Here, Paul makes an astounding statement. After describing dl thevarious giftsand their functions, He says:
“...yet | show you a moreexcdlent way” . Thereis something beyond being anointed; something beyond
having agift or aministry. The anointing isnot the god. The god isthe more excellent way. He then goes
on to explain what this more excellent way is.

Page -8-



Though | speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not
charity, | am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though
| have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all
knowledge; and though | have all faith, so that | could remove mountains,
and have not charity, I am nothing. And though | bestow all my goods to
feed the poor, and though | give my body to be burned, and have not
charity, it profiteth me nothing.

I. Corinthians 12:31 - 13:3

The more excellent way is charity (or love), which is the nature and character of God. So thereisa
difference between having the gifts of the Spirit and having the fruit of the Spirit. Giftsand minidtries (ie: the
anointing) are manifestations of God' s power. Fruit isamanifestation of God' slife. The gifts of the Spirit
can be given to anyone at any time. But the fruit of the Spirit is quite another matter. Fruit is God’s
character and Hislife. Fruit can never be poured out on an individual like the anointing, nor can it be
ascribed to our account. It cannot cover uslike imputed righteousness. Producing spiritud fruit takestime,
just like producing natural fruit takestime. It isaprocessthat requires growth and change. It only comes
asaresult of suffering, self-denial, testing, and judgment.

Paul goeson to explain that if believers do not move past the realm of giftsand anointing, if they do not
begin to movein themore excellent way, then the anointing they havereceived will have been wasted. The
anointingisagift, given freely to whoever God chooses, any time He chooses. But life must be produced.
Lifeisthe consegquence of labor. We must co-labor with the Spirit asHeconforms usto theimage of Jesus.
It is one thing to be anointed; it is quite another thing to have life.

Paul distinguishes between the anointing—which includes al the various manifestations, offices and
operations of the Spirit—and thelife of God. Y et, heis not setting them in opposition, implying that we
should seek either one or the other. Heissmply telling usthat to have the onewithout the other will not
profit usin the end. Indeed, the oneis given to produce the other. What this meansis, it's possible to have
al kindsof spiritud gifts, or movein apowerful anointing, but not have*living waters’ coming out from your
inmost being. It' spossibleto be apreacher and not havelife. It ispossibleto be an apostleor an elder and
not have life. We can be an evangelist, a prophet, a miracle-worker, or ahealer and not haveit.

Chrigtians need to redlize that the anointing is not the nature of God. Spiritua power isnot the nature of
God. Gifts and ministries are not the nature of God—and having them does not mean we have been
transformed into theimage of Jesus Christ. Being anointed does not equa being changed—and it’sonly
aswe are changed that rivers of living water are produced in us. We can berdatively faithful to aministry
or an anointing God has given us, yet in the end, miss the more excellent way.

The anointing comes on us from outside. It isthe manifestation of someone else, not us. Wearejust a
vesse. The vessdl upon whom the anointing (gift) comes does not necessarily haveto bewalking in actua
righteousness (bearing fruit) in order to be anointed becauseit is not the vessel who is being manifested.
ItistheHoly Spirit. But theindwelling lifeof God isanother matter. Lifeisnot someone el seacting through
usregardlessof our spiritua condition. Life hasto come from within us. It hasto be our actions, springing
from our new nature. Lifeisthe result of arighteous moral condition.
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If we have dlowed God to make us holy in experience we will have lifeto manifest. If we have not , there
will benoliving water insde of usto manifest. Theremay be gifts, there may bean anointing, theremay be
ministry, but there won't be life. The anointing is not life. The anointing isto help produce life.

The difference between life(fruit) and the anointing (gifts) islike the difference between the baubleswe
hang on aChristmas Tree and thelife that made the tree grow. God can hang any kind of gift or ministry
(even the most spectacular) on any kind of tree He wantsto, any time He chooses. Thetree doesn't have
much to say in the matter. All it hasto do islearn how to exercise the gift because the "manifestation of
the Soirit isgiven to every man to profit withal...[and] all these worketh that one and the selfsame
Spirit, dividing to every man severally as hewill” (1. Cor. 12:7,11).

Thisiswhy our anointing, no matter how outstanding it may be, should never puff usup. Thevery best gifts
can be hung on anugly tree. Theissueisnot what kind of gift or anointing we have been given, but what
kind of tree arewe? Thisiswhat Paul wastrying to get acrossto the Corinthians. Hewas saying: “Listen
people, you havedl kindsof marvelous giftsworking in the assembly; you are moving under apowerful
anointing; but you yoursalves are ugly because you are moving in the nature of the old man not the nature
of the new man. Stop focusing on gifts and power and start concentrating on spiritual growth; for if you
don’'t allow God to make you new creations, the anointing He has poured out on you will have been
wasted. The Spirit was given in order to change you and bring you forth in God’ simage”.

Most of thosein Pentecost have no ideathereis adifference between the anointing and life—and they
couldn’t recognize that difference, evenif you tried to explain it to them. Neither do they redlize that the
anointing isjust atemporary provision. They don’t realize that one day, God isgoing to removeall the
baubles and trinkets (gifts and ministries) that have decorated us and made us attractive. Thenit will be
revealed to al creation just what kind of trees we have allowed Him to make us.

Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail;
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it
shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But
when that which is perfect is come, then that which isin part shall be
done away.

|. Corinthians 13:8-10

Prophesies, tongues, knowledge, aposties, prophets, and al other giftsare goingto fail; they aregoing to
cease, they are going to vanish. They are not the perfect thing. Nor arethey the more excellent way. They
are only temporary provisions—tools God has provided in order to help us become new creations. One
of these daysthe Father isgoing to have acrop of sonswho have been fully conformed to Hisimage and
likeness—and when that day comes, He will put away the tools!

Many Christians spend their whole lives running after the anointing, after ministerswho have (or clamto
have) the anointing. Multitudes more are willing to travel thousands of milesto experience the power of
God for afew hours. Yet you couldn’t pay these people to enter the process of transformation that
producesriversof lifein them. Can you imaginewhat it will belikefor people like this, when God puts
away the tools of the various gifts and ministries? These people are going to be devastated.
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Pentecostal peopleloveto feel the anointing. Having apowerful anointing iseven better. It givesthem
pleasure and satisfaction, not only because they enjoy hel ping people, but a so because they enjoy the
attention hey get asaresult. Everyone wantsto be around the guy who movesin a powerful anointing.
Everywhere he goes, he' streated likeaking. He' srespected by everyone, and even worshiped. People
want to hear him talk. They want to hear his opinions. He always has opportunity to minister.

In stark contrast, the processwhich producesriversof living water isvery un-enjoyable. In order to have
that living water, we haveto follow Jesus down abloody trail of emotional pain, hardship, self-denid,
persecution, and rgjection. Likethe Master, we are required to make oursel ves of no reputation. Wehave
to learn to keep our mouths shut, only saying what God wants said. We haveto learn to betill, going only
where the Spirit bids usto go. We have to learn to minister according to God' swill and Histiming, not
according to our own desire to do good, or our own assessment of the needs of those we meet.

Theleve of Chrigt-likenessthat isproduced in us; how much of God will dwell in our new bodies; and
whether or not we have living water to share with the nations; these arejust afew of the things people who
walk around with a“we’ re-all-going-to-get-the-same-rewards’ attitude need to consider.

It’ sinteresting to redlize that many of the things God commanded Israel to do, could only be donein the
Land of Promise. Y et they were given al these ordinanceswhile they were still wandering through the
wilderness. Therewas't afarmin sght when God gave them al the commandmentsabout thethreefeasts
and all the ceremoniesregarding the agricultural year. Because | sragl was destined to serve God inthe
Land of Promise, many of thelessonsHe wastryingto teach them in the wilderness, were thingswhich had
to do with when they would be living in the Land.

Soitiswith us. Our pilgrimage through thisworld ismeant to mature us spiritually and train usin theways
of the Spirit. Just as much of what God taught I srael in the desert wasredlly meant for the day when they
livedintheland, soitiswith us. Many of thethingswe arelearning today will be used tomorrow, during
the next age. So we should be learning these lessons well.

Unfortunately, because of dl the fal se doctrines God' s people have been taught regarding salvation, many
of them are not learning the lessons God istrying to teach them today. Theresultis, they will be sorely
disappointed. Thosewho don'’t learn thelessons the Spirit wants to teach them today, will not befit torule
with the Lord tomorrow—regardless of what their pastor or Bible teacher promises them.

Thereisone particular aspect of Tabernaclesthat | want to ook at in closing—it’ sthisisits eventua
universal nature. Under thefirst covenant, thefeastsof Israel wereliteral feasts, and they weredtrictly for
the Jewish people (or the sojourner who would be circumcised and follow the Laws of God). Under the
New Covenant, Gentile believers are not required to keep the literal feasts but they are required to walk
inthespiritual reality of what those feasts represent. However, in the Millennium, theliteral Feast of
Tabernacles will be celebrated by al nations in some way.

Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will
go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to
celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. If any of the peoples of the earth do
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not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, they will
have no rain. If the Egyptian people do not go up and take part, they will
have no rain. The LORD will bring on them the plague he inflicts on the
nations that do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. This will
be the punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do
not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.

Zechariah 14:16-19 NIV

| don't believe God is going to re-instate animal sacrifices and the whole Levitical order of worship.
However, | do believethere will be somekind of literal celebration every year that centers around the
origina Feast of Tabernacles. | believe thiswill be very natural because one of the thingsthat is celebrated
during thisfeast isthe harvest of thefields, and | think that after the Lord returns, the nations of the earth
will return to an agricultural lifestyle.

And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will
| give power over the nations. And he shall rule themwith arod of iron;
as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as| received
of my Father.

Revelation 2:26-27

Jesus said that in the kingdom age, the nationswill be* broken to shivers’. Obvioudly, thisisareference
to breaking the rebellion of the nations so that they will submit to Jesus and the saintswillingly. But | dso
think it meansmorethan that. | believetheLord will break themto shiversinaliterd senseaswell. They
will be broken downinto small farming villages. Therewon’t be any more big citieswith concrete sky
scrapers, no more giant shopping malls; no more 8-lane highwaysfull of carsand trucks. | believethe
nations will return to an agricultural life—which isasimple, productive and fulfilling way to live.

Inany case, the nationswhich survivethetribul ation thewrath of Godwill berequired to go up to thelitera
city of Jerusalem once ayear to worship the King and celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. Already wecan
seethe Spirit of God moving upon some peopl €' s heartsto do this. Every year, thousands of Christians,
from many different nations, converge onthe city of Jerusalem during the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles, in
order to celebrate thisfeast and show the Jewish peoplethelove of Christ. | have been to three or four of
these celebrations over the years.

It svery interesting because even though most of the peoplewho attend these cel ebrations believe dl kinds
of wrong doctrines—like the Pre-tribulation rgpture and the building of the Third Temple—and even though
they have no ideawhat thereal Feast of Tabernaclesisall about, you can ill fed the Spirit of God when
you are with them because it’ s not their doctrines God is blessing; it’ s their heart attitude and their
willingnessto cometo Jerusalem Heisblessing. When you witnessone of these celebrations, it’ seasy to
imaginewhat it will belikewhen thereal thing happens. In case any of you might be interested in seeing
what it’ slike, I’ ve posted avideo of one of these celebrationson my web site. It' sfrom 1987. | think it was
thefirst onewe attended. | had to divideit into 4 parts because of thesize of thefiles. It' sonly thosewho
have high speed connections. Check it out if you can.
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