FEAST OF TABERNACLES
Part Two

Last week we looked at thefirst part of the Feast of Tabernacles—the Blowing of Trumpets. The Feast
of Tabernacles was such animportant feast in the life of Isradl, it had it’s own special day set asideto
announceit’ sapproach. Thereare severa reasonswhy thisfeast wasthe most important feast of theyear.

Naturally, it was the most important feast because not only wasit the last harvest of the year, the things
that werebeing harvested were thefruitsand nuts—particularly the grapes. The grape harvest wasthe most
joyous harvest in Isragl.

Soiritually, it was the most important feast because during thisfeest, dl the sinsthe nation had committed
during the previous year would beforgiven onthe Day of Atonement. Thisforgiveness of the people ssins
would lead to atime of great thankfulness and rejoicing during thefinal part of the feast—the Feast of
Booths.

And in the seventh month, on thefirst day of the month, ye shall have an
holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work: it is a day of blowing the
trumpets unto you. And ye shall offer a burnt offering for a sweet savour
unto the LORD; one young bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first
year without blemish: And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with
oil, three tenth deals for a bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram, And one
tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs: And one kid of the
goats for a sin offering, to make an atonement for you: Beside the burnt
offering of the month, and his meat offering, and the daily burnt offering,
and his meat offering, and their drink offerings, according unto their
manner, for a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD. And
ye shall have on the tenth day of this seventh month an holy
convocation; and ye shall afflict your souls: ye shall not do any work
therein: But ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the LORD for a sweet
savour; one young bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year; they
shall be unto you without blemish: And their meat offering shall be of flour
mingled with ail, three tenth deals to a bullock, and two tenth deals to one
ram, A several tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs: One
kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the sin offering of atonement, and
the continual burnt offering, and the meat offering of it, and their drink

offerings.

Numbers 29:1-11

TheBlowing of Trumpetswas observed on thefirst day of the seventh month, whilethe Day of Atonement
was observed on thetenth day of that month. Even today, the Jews celebrate thisfeast. Thesefirst ten days
areasolemn time of introgpection for the Jews and they even have aspecia name for them—the * Days
of Awe’ (YomimNoroim). It' sthetimewhen al Jews are concerned with their personal, moral condition.
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Intoday’ s Judaism, the Day of Atonement (YomKippor) istheday onwhich snisremoved fromthe heart
of the Jew. Of course, al thisis based on the actud events of the natura feast God gave Isragl On both the
Day of Trumpets and the Day of Atonement, specia sacrifices were commanded to be offered. These
sacrificeswerein addition to the onesthat were aready being offered daily and monthly. Spiritualy, this
gpeaks of the fact that as we partake of each of these different feasts, we must remember that everything
we are experiencing is based on the sacrifice of Jesus and upon our response to that atonement.

Because of the blood of Christ, we have been redeemed. But we are till responsible to obey His
commandments. We are still responsibleto offer thewhole burnt offering—that is, offering up our lives
asaliving sacrifice (Rom 12:1-2). We are still responsible to continue offering the meat offering—that is,
presenting the works of our hands to the Lord. We are still responsible to continue offering the sin
offering—that is, we must keep confessing our sins to the Lord Jesus (I Jn. 1:7-9).

Also, on both thesefeast days, the people were commanded to rest from their own labors (you shall do
no servilework) and gather together to worship the Lord (ye shall have an holy convocation). Theidea
behind doing no servilework isthat they wereto stop occupying their mindswith al the needs and desires
of their own naturd lives, and turn their thoughts and attention towards God; toward His purposesand His
desires.

Theideabehind having aholy convocation wasto discouragetoo much individualism; to keep theredlity
beforethe peoplethat they were part of something bigger and greater than themsalves. They were part of
abody of people; and whatever they did affected the rest of that body of people. Soitiswith usinthe
Spirit. The degper we go in God, the more we should be concerned with the needs and desires of our Lord,
rather than with the needs and desires of ourselves. Thisisthe real meaning of the Sabbath. Those who
keep plenty of time on their hands for undistracted communion with the Lord, and who seek to do only
thewill of Godin dl areasof their lives, they are the oneswho are walking inthereality of what the Old
Testament “rest” or Sabbath represents.

Also, the degper we go in God, the more we should redlize that we are part of something that isalot bigger
and much moreimportant than our own puny little lives. We are part of the body of Christ—and even
though we may not be able to see the affects that our actions have on the rest of the body, the fact remains
that those actions (good or evil) affect the rest of body.

Let me pause herefor aminuteand say alittle something regarding corporatenessand individualism. There
arealot of former church people who are wondering around outside the Religious System, who arewhat
| would call “Lone Ranger Christians’. These are people are not answerabl e or accountableto anyone.
It'sjust them and Jesus. I’ d like to say that unless God has specifically put aperson in that kind of a
situation, that kind of awalk isavery dangerouswalk because I’ ve seen many of these “L one Ranger
Christians’ get totally deceived over the years.

God never intended believersto liveindividualistic lives. He designed usfor relationships—spiritual
relaionships. Hisdesign for the body of Christ isthe sameasit isfor the natura body. Each member of the
natural body is attached to, and knows how to interrel ate and function with, other members of the body.
No member dwellsaone. God' sdesign for the body of Christ isthe same—that webe closdly related to
one other; that we edify one another; that we pray for and counsel one another; and that we correct one
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another. Hisdesign is that we be answerable to one another and that we know how to submit to one
another. Thisiswhy Paul said what he did in the books of Ephesians and Col ossians about the body
building itself up in love.

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which
isthe head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love.

Ephesians 4:15-16

Please noticethe proper way the body of Christ isto grow and walk in spiritual unity. Each member must
first havetheir own individual relationship with the Head—the L ord Jesus Christ. Each member must
“grow up” into that Head individualy. But that is not the end of the story. Paul said the growth of the body
istheresult of “effectud working” of “every part”. In other words, even though the growth originatesin the
Head, it comesindirectly to the rest of the body through the effectual working of every part. When it
comesto actua growth, it' snolonger anindividuaisticthing. It'snolonger a“meand Jesus’ thing. That
growth isthe result of corporateness. It' s the result of each member being able to receive from and give
to the other members of the body.

The samething appliesto the spiritua unity of thebody of Christ. Theunity of the body originatesin the
Head, but it comesindirectly to therest of the body, asthe body isfitly joined together and compacted
by that which every joint supplies. Once again, whenit comesto the actua unity of thebody, it'sno longer
anindividudidticthing. It'snolonger a“meand Jesus’ thing. That unity isthe result of corporateness. It's
the result of each member giving to, and receiving from, other members of the body. Paul said the same
basic thing to the Colossian believers.

Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and
wor shipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen,
vainly puffed up by hisfleshly mind, And not holding the Head, from which
all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit
together, increaseth with the increase of God.

Colossians 2:18-19

How does the body of Christ “increase with the increase of God” according to Paul? Once again, the
increase originates from the Head, but it comesindirectly to the rest of the body through the “joints and
bands’—which are theindividua membersof the body. Thesejoints and bands minister “ nourishment” to
the body and “knit” the body together.

“Lone Ranger Christians’ can't help the body of Christ grow; nor can they provide any spiritual
nourishment for it; nor canthey help knit it together; nor canthey help it edify itself inlove. They aretoo
disconnected, too selfish and self-consumed, to be of any red vaueto therest of the body. Even when they
do comein contact with another members of the body, they can’t flow with them in the Spirit because they
don’t know how to submit to the other members and they refuse to be corrected by anyone. In order to

Page -3-



help the body of Christ, you haveto be connected to other parts of that body; you have to know how to
function with them; and you have to be able to flow with them in the spirit. Thisiswhy the body of Christ
isso sick and weak. It smembersare dl disconnected from one another and they are serving themselves,
not therest of the body. It’ sall about what Jesuscan do for me. It’ sal about me getting my family saved,
or about me getting my financia problems solved, or about me getting delivered from my sins, or about me
being blessed, or about me pleasing the Lord, or about me reaching perfection—me, me, me.

When God began calling people out of the churchesinthe50's, in order to lead theminto awalk that was
deeper than Pentecost, He led some of those people to form Christian communities. So during the 50'sand
the60's, dl kindsof Christian communitieswere established because God was emphasi zing theimportance
of corporateness—that is, learning how to pour out to the rest of the body and learning how to function
together as a spiritual unit.

It' seasy totalk about being onein the spirit. But the fact of the matter is, being onein the spirit meansa
lot morethan smply loving oneancther, or forgiving oneanother, or seeing and talking to one another once
inawhile, or even believing the same doctrine. Being onein the spirit meansthat we arein ared spiritual
relationship with other parts of the body; that we are learning how to lay down our lives for those other
members, and that we are learning how to function together with them in the spirit asateam, asapiritua
unit, asaspiritud family. The mgority of those who have left the churches these last few years couldn’t flow
together inthespirit if you payed themamillion dollars. If they cametogether and tried livein acommunity
gtuationit would beajoke. Either thething would never get off the ground because they wouldn’t know
how to submit to each other and would end up fighting each other; or it would turninto areligious cult
because one man would end up becoming the leader.

God isn't raising up abunch of individualsto be hislast witnessin thisage. He sraising up a corporate
man to bethat testimony. That corporate man will be comprised of little groupswho havelearned how to
flow together and function together. God israising up apeople who know how to submit to one ancther;
who have voluntarily made themsdlves answerable to one another; who know how to lay down their lives
for one another; who know how to give up their own rights, their own individualistic ways seeing and of
doing things, and even their own goals and dreams, in order to flow together in the spirit.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity! Itislike the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon
the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his
garments; Asthe dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the
mountains of Zion: for therethe LORD commanded the blessing, even life
for evermore.

Psalms 133:1-3

The Psalmig said something very profound about thiskind of corporate body life. Most people missit when
they read becausethey arereading it from an individuaistic perspective. He talked about spiritual unity.
But noticethe kind of unity heistalking about. He' s not talking about the kind of unity that comesfrom
peoplewho areliving their own individualistic lives. He said: “... how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity”.
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Thereisaspecia kind of unity, aspecia kind of blessing, that can only be experienced when brethren
dwell together. Thereisalevel of anointing that only comeswhen brethren dwell together. The Psalmist
refersto it as: “precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard:
that went down to the skirts of his garments’. Then he says, FOR THERE the Lord commanded the
greatest blessing of all—life forevermore.

We have noideajust how individualistic we are. We al have our own homes, our own cars, our own
jobs, and our own separatelives. But I’ ve seen people who havereally given up everything to follow the
Lord. I’ ve been with people who have given uptheir homesand lived inlittletrailers, or cabins, or small
houseswith other people, in order to learn how to functiontogether in the pirit. I’ ve seen people who were
willing to give up their jobs and not have any money of their own—but receive dl they needed from the
community. I’ ve seen people give up their individualismin order to comeinto adeeper walk with Jesus
and with other brethren and it’s a glorious thing to behold.

Do youwant to have ataste of the glory of the next age? It's THERE—in corporate body life. Do you
want apreview of how we are going to function together in thekingdom? It' s THERE—in corporate body
life. It sthere that you will find akind of unity, glory, and an anointing that you will never experience
anywhere else. However, there' saprice to pay in order to have thiskind of life.

Sincel have been privilegedto experiencethat kind of lifewith those kinds of people over theyears, | have
an advantagethat most Christiansdon’t have. They don't know anything about corporate body lifeand they
wouldn’'t beinterested in such alife, evenif you tried to explainiit to them. They lovetheir “meand Jesus’
Christianity and they think that’s the ultimate experience. They have no idea what they are missing.

I’m not telling you to run off and try and start a Christian community. God hasto beleading peoplein such
an endeavor or it will fail miserably. My point in sharing al thisissmply to get usto look into our own
heartsand honestly consider what wewould doif God asked usto give up our individudigtic livesto move
into some kind of a community situation. Would we be willing to do it?

Giving up our individualism and moving into acommunity Situation would be very hard for the vast mgority
of today’ s Christians—even for those outside the system. Not only should there be awillingnessto do
something likethis, there should be adesreit. We should yearn for thiskind of life because thereiswhere
the God commanded the greatest anointing and blessing.

Okay; let' smove on. When the Day of Atonement findly arrivedinlsradl, avery specid and solemn event
would take place. God would forgive al the sinsof thepeople, which they had committed for the past year.
Studying thisparticular feast isvery interesting becauseit shows so clearly therelationship between what
God has commanded usto do, and what He a one can do. While the priest was making an atonement for
the sins of Israel, the people were not only commanded to rest and gather for worship, they were
commanded to afflict their souls.

And this shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on
the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at
all, whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger that sojourneth
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among you: For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you,
to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD.
It shall be a sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by a
statute for ever. And the priest, whom he shall anoint, and whom he shall
consecrate to minister in the priest's office in his father's stead, shall make
the atonement, and shall put on the linen clothes, even the holy garments:
And he shall make an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make
an atonement for the tabernacle of the congregation, and for the altar, and
he shall make an atonement for the priests, and for all the people of the
congregation. And this shall be an everlasting statute unto you, to make an
atonement for the children of Israel for all their sinsonce a year. And he
did as the LORD commanded Moses.

Leviticus 16:29-34

Therewere so many thingsthat were different about this particular feast. Concerning the High Priest, the
Lordtold Aaron that he was not to wear hisusua garmentsof purple and blue, or the Ehpod, which hewas
required to wear at al other times. Instead, he was to wear only white linen garments. These white
garments symbolized variousthings. They represented the humility the High Priest wasto bewalkingin
onthisday. They a so represented the purity and holiness of the occasion. Also, thewhitelinen would
produce the least amount of perspiration, which is symbolic of man’sreligious self-effort.

Concerning the people, twicein this passage the Lord says. “ ye shall afflict your souls’—which most
scholars assume to mean fasting. Even today, the one day of the year when Jewsarerequiredtofastis
Yom Kippur. Thisday was even referred to as“thefast” in the News Testament by the writer of Acts,
when he was describing Paul’ s journey to Rome.

Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous,
because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished them, And said
unto them, Sirs, | perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much
damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives.

Acts 279

Fasting isanimportant function of the Christian life. When aperson fasts, hisbody gets no nourishment
fromexternal sources (ie: food). Thebody eventua ly becomesweak and energy must be drawn from our
spirit man. Wehaveto call on the Lord to strengthen us. Aswe do, this makes us more sensitiveto the
voice and theleading of theHoly Spirit. In one sense, for our part, thisiswhat the Day of Atonement isal
about—Ilearning to depend less and less on this naturd life to sustain us, and learning to depend more and
more on the Spirit of God in our new man to sustain us.

However, fagting isonly part of what congtitutes afflicting the soul. Notice what the Lord saysto some of

thosein Israel, who were fasting the wrong way and for the wrong reason, and who were complaining
because God was not honoring their fast.
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Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have
we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of
your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your |abours. Behold, ye fast for
strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye shall not fast
as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high. Isit such a fast
that | have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? isit to bow down
his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt
thou call thisa fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD? Is not this the fast
that | have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, and to | et the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is
it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are
cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and
that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?

|saiah 58:3-6

God acknowledged thefact that these people had fasted. He didn't say they wereliars. He said they were
decelved. They didn’t fast theright way and they didn’t fast for the right purpose. Though they did abstain
from food, they didn’t abstain from pleasure. They did abstain from food, but they continued to exploit
their workers. They abstained from food, but they refused to humblethemsalves becausetherewas strife
and debate among them. They abstained from food, but they were not contrite of heart because they
continued to smite each other with the fist of wickedness.

So &fflicting the soul entailed more than smply abstaining from food. It required that the people humble
themselves before God and before the brethren, and that they acknowledged their sins. It required
contrition of heart and spirit for those sins, and repentance for those sins, and aturning away from those
ans. Thiswaswhat God required of the people. He had no intention of forgiving their sinsif they were not
humbling themselves before Him and seeking forgiveness for those sins.

The people knew this. That’swhy no other day of the Hebrew calendar was equa in importance to Yom
Kippor. On thisday, thewhole nation would wait in sober anticipation to seeif God would accept the
blood of the sacrifice on behdf of their past sins. Indeed, the success of the whole religious year hinged
on whether or not the High Priest wasreceived by God when he entered behind the vell, into the Holy of
Holies. The peoplewerewell aware of the possibility that the Glory of God could flare out and day him,
likeit did Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10:1-2)—if God did not accept the blood that would be sprinkled before
the Mercy Seat. Infact, they were so aware of that danger, they eventually adopted an extra-biblical
custom of tying aropewith bellstothe priest’ sleg, so that if hewaskilled, the bellswould stop ringing and
they would know he was dead. Then they would use the rope to drag him oui.

And he shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two kids of
the goatsfor a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering. And Aaron
shall offer his bullock of the sin offering, which isfor himself, and make an
atonement for himself, and for his house. And he shall take the two goats,
and present them before the Lord at the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation. And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the
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Lord, and the other lot for the scapegoat. And Aaron shall bring the goat
upon which the Lord’s lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering. But the
goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive
before the Lord, to make an atonement with him, and to let him go for a
scapegoat into the wilderness.

Leviticus 16:5-10

Before the High Priest could make atonement for the sins of the people by taking the blood of the sacrifice
behind the veil, he had to make an atonement for himself, hishouse, and for the other priests. Also, there
were two goats involved in the offerings that day. One goat was slain and the other one—called the
“scapegoat” —lived. The onethat waskilled was used for asin offering. But the priest would lay hishands
on the head of that goat and confess all the sins of Israel. Then the goat would be led away into the
wilderness by someone.

Both these goats represent the work of Jesusin the atonement. Like thefirst goat, the Lord was dain for
asin offering—Hewas dain for the sins of thewholeworld. If there had been only one goat, that would
have signified that Jesus cameonly to forgive our sins. But because there were two goats, we can seethat
Jesus not only forgives our sins but aso removes our sins. The goat that was led into the wilderness
represents the removal of sin from us so we can live arighteous lifein this world.

And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar
beforethe Lord, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring
it within the vail: And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the Lord,
that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the
testimony, that he die not: And he shall take of the blood of the bullock,
and sprinkleit with hisfinger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before
the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with hisfinger seven times.
Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and
bring his blood within the vail, and do with that blood as he did with the
blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the
mercy seat:

Leviticus 16:12-15

Every eement of the ceremony of the Day of Atonement was prescribed by statute. The atonement had
to be made exactly asthe Lord commanded. The penalty for deviation or carel essness was death. Today,
because of the blood of Jesus, we can come boldly before the Thronein the Holy of Holies. Inlsradl, only
the High Priest could come before that Throne once ayear. When you consider the contrast, it givesyou
someideaof the power of the reconciliation that was made by the Lord Jesus on the cross. The blood of
the bull wasfor the sinsof Aaronand the other priests, whilethe blood of the goat wasfor the sinsof the
peopleof Israel. The blood from both these animalswas sprinkled upon and beforetheMercy Seat. This
provided forgivenessfor dl the sinsof the nation, which they had committed during the preceding year.
Then the scape goat was sent into the wilderness, and the sins of the people went with it. Again, thismeant
that thesins of the nation, which they had committed during the preceding year, would not be remembered
by God.
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It simportant to notethat thiswholeritua onthe Day of Atonement had to do with forgiving and removing
the sins of the people from the preceding year. It madeit possiblefor the people to sart off the new year
with aclean date. It had nothing to do with present or future Sin. Thereason thisisimportant is because
there are many ministerswho teach that God has already forgiven al our sins—past, present and future.
That' salie. Provision was made through the Crossfor theforgiveness of al past, present and future sin.
But thisis not the same as actually forgiving all past, present and future sin.

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that isin Christ Jesus: Whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to
declare his righteousness for the remission of sinsthat are past, through
the forbearance of God,

Romans 3:23-25

Jesuswasthe propitiation for al sin. Hewasthe sacrificethat isavailablefor al sin. But every person must
individualy repent of hisor her snin order for that propitiation to have any affect. And eventhen, the affect
isonly onthe"snsthat arepast”. When weinitialy cometo Christ in truerepentance, His blood becomes
an*“aonement” for al our sSnsthat arepast; just likeonthe Day of Atonement in Isradl, when dl their past
sinswereforgiven. But from that point on, when the people of Israel sinned, they till had to bring the
appropriate sacrificefor that Snto the priest; they <till had to confessthe sin onto the head of that sacrifice;
and they Hill had to ask for forgiveness—and the sameistrue of us. After our past Sins have been forgiven
and sent into the wilderness, we must confess our present and future sinsto our Great High Priest and
Sacrifice, the Lord Jesus Christ, and seek forgiveness.

But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without
blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people: The
Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet
made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: Which was
a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and
sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as
pertaining to the conscience . . .How much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Hebrews 9:7-9 & 14

For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very
image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year
by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. For then would
they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once
purged should have had no more conscience of sins. But in those
sacrificesthereis a remembrance again made of sinsevery year. For itis
not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins
Hebrews 10:1-4
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Another error that’ staught regarding the Atonement isthat Jesus' death on the Crossremovesthevery
“conscienceness’ of snfrom aperson’slife. Thisisbased on the preceding passages. But again, the subject
inthese passagesistheliteral Day of Atonement, and how it differsfrom the Atonement made by the Lord
Jesus. The conscienceness of sinthat isbeing referred to in these passagesis not present and future sins,
but sinsthat are past. The very existence of therituas of the Day of Atonement reminded the people of
all the sinsthey had committed the previous year. That was the whole point of this day—to get al those
past sins covered and forgiven. During thisday, they wereto be thinking about al those snsand repenting
of them. Their heads were to be hung low in shame during the whole ritual.

Thewriter of Hebrewsissimply explaining the difference between the type and shadow under the Old
Covenant, and the spiritud redlity under the New Covenant. Under the New Covenant, we only experience
our persona Day Of Atonement once. After that, there will be no more remembrance of past sins. We
don’'t have to experience the personal, spiritual fulfilment of Atonement every year. We don't haveto
review and repent of our past sins over and over again.

Israel’ sliteral Day of Atonement contains various levels of truth. So far, we have been looking at the
concepts of forgivenessand removad of an, particularly past sin. But thereisanother level of truth revealed
inthisday; and it hasto do with becoming onewith God. When the High Priest of | sragl went behind the
vell, hewasdoing so asarepresentative of the people. When Jesuswent through thevell, Hedid so as
aforerunner. Hewasn't just representing us—He paved the way for usto go through the vell ourselves.

That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we
might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us. Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both
sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; Whither
theforerunner isfor us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedec.

Hebrews 6:18-20

A forerunner isatrail-blazer. He goes ahead of the rest and clearsthe way, making surethat it issafefor
themto follow. Jesus did not enter into the Holy of Holiesfor Himself done. He paved theway for us. We
are to follow Him through the veil, into the Presence of God.

Now when these things wer e thus ordained, the priests went always into the
first tabernacle, [Holy Place] accomplishing the service of God. But into the
second [Holy of Holies] went the high priest alone once every year, not
without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the
people: the Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all
was not yet made manifest, while asthe first tabernacle was yet standing

Hebrews 9:6-8

Entering the Holy of Holiesin the Tabernacle of M oses represented, among other things, entering the
Presence of God. Thewriter of Hebrews said that while the Old Covenant and Priesthood remained in
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force, theway into God' s Presence was not yet made manifest. Thisiswhy the Son of God had to come
and initiate anew covenant and anew priestly order. Heblazed atrail through the vell sotheway into the
Holy of Holieswould bereveaed. Whilethefirst covenant stood, the path into the Holy of Holieswas
blocked. But that vell has been torn; thetrail has been blazed. The writer then explainswhat going beyond
the veil means, and here is where most believers get confused, for he appears to make conflicting
statements. First he says going behind the veil represents passing into the heavens.

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession...Now of the
things which we have spoken thisis the sum: we have such an high priest,
who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens...But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by
a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building...It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things
in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things
themsealves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ is not entered into
the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into
heaven itself...

Hebrews 4:14; 8:1; 9:11 & 23-24

Jesus' going beyond the veil represents entering heaven. He passed into the heavens and sat down onthe
right hand of God. Sinceit is clear that going beyond the veil means passing into the heavens, most
everyone has assumed that when the writer of Hebrews talked about Jesus being our forerunner, he meant
that He made away for usto “go to heaven” someday, either when we die, or else in the mythical
“Rapture”. But if thisis the whole picture, why did he go on to say:

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood
of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; And having an high priest over
the house of God; Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with pure water.

Hebrews 10:19-22

Thevell that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies represents the flesh or the body of the Lord
Jesus. Thisiswhy the Gospelsrecord that the vell of the templewastorn from top to bottom when He died
ontheCross. Thevell being torn signified that the way into the Holy of Holieswas now open. Whileitis
certainly true that Jesus has passed into the heavens and has cleansed thetrue sanctuary, and whileit istrue
that we should anchor our hope on Him, it isnot true that entering beyond the veil for us means dying and
going to heaven. Thewriter of Hebrews stated very clearly that we are to follow our forerunner through
the veil today, not after we die. He said we are to “draw near”. Draw near to what? Draw near to the
Presence and Person of God behind the veil. How are we supposed to follow Jesus beyond the veil ?
Through the“new andliving way” that He hasingtituted by Hisblood. How then areweto reconcile the

Page -11-



seeming contradi ction between these two i deas? Does going through the vell mean passing into the heavens
or doesit mean entering into God’ sPresence. Actually, it means both. Passing into the heavenshasto do
with going beyond the veil physically. After Hisresurrection, Jesus passed into the heavens physically.
Following Jesus physically beyond the vell isafuture hope. However, we do not have to wait to enter
beyondthevell physicdly in order to go beyond it spiritually. Right herean understanding of the difference
between our spirit, soul and body becomes crucial.

Because our spiritswere saved and regenerated instantly, they now dwell in heavenly placeswith Chrigt.
They now dwell behind the vell, in the very presence of God. Our bodies have not yet gone behind the vell
and neither will they do so until they are glorified when Jesus returns. So going beyond the vell physicaly
isafuture hope. The spirit is aready there, and the body will go there at the resurrection.

So the reference to going behind the vell today hasto do with our souls. It' sin the realm of the soul that
wemust “draw near” to God behind the velil. It' sinthe realm of the soul that we must enter into the Holy
of Holies by the new and living way.

However, in order to go behind the veil and live in the presence of Almighty God, that soul hasto be
completely purged and purified from every vestige of Satan, sin and self. Thisis, | believe, the central
purposefor thered Day of Atonement. It' sduring thisspiritual season of Atonement that our persondities
will bemadefit to permanently dwell in the presence of aHoly God. The soul—that is, our minds, our
wills, our desires, and our emations, will be completdly and fully cleansed, onceand for dl. Thiswill bethe
spiritual fulfillment of the Jewish feast. We will be made one with God, in truth.

Thiswill take aspecia work of redemption; and | believethis specia work isexactly what the apostle
Peter is talking about when he penned the following words:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according
to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ fromthe dead, To an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who
are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.

|. Peter 1:3-5

This“savation ready to bereveded inthelast time” isnot areferenceto our initial salvation experience
because Peter had already experienced that. Nor wasit areference to the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, for
Peter had already experienced that aswell. He stalking about something God hasin storefor those of us
inthelast days—those of uswho have been “kept by the power of God” asaresult of our being faithful
to Him. | believethe salvation Peter istalking about hasto do with the soul—especialy themind. | think
it has to do with the sealing of our minds.

Y ou see, no matter how purewe alow God to make our hearts, theenemy has been given the power and
authority to shoot histhoughtsinto our minds. Nobody can take that power from him becauseit was given
to him by God. Thisisthe main reason Paul tellsusto: “...take captive every thought to make it obedient
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to Chrigt” (I1. Cor. 10:5 NIV). Thoughts can also come from our own hearts, and from our falen flesh nature
aswell, but the Chrigianwhoisredly seriousabout hiswak withthe Lord will be putting that fallen nature
to death, and he will be allowing the Holy Spirit to change that old heart and cleanseit.

But Satan and hisdemons are different story. Y ou can’t cleanse them or change them. Y ou can’t crucify
them, and you can't stop them from shooting their thoughtsinto your brain, no matter how pure and holy
you have become. Of course, we don't have to accept the thoughts they shoot into our brains; nor dowe
have to act on them or obey them. But right now, we have no power to stop them.

However, by thetimethis Day of Atonement isfinished, that whole situation will have changed because
God isgoing to seal the minds of the saintswho are afflicting their soulsin thishour. Thisis one of the
purposes of the sealing of the 144,000 in Revelation chapter seven. Those peoplewill not only be sealed
inorder to protect them from the coming judgements and wrath of God, their mindswill be sealed too, so
the enemy will no longer be ableto shoot histhoughtsinto their brains. Thisiswhy, whenyou seethat same
group alittle later in Revelation, it says they have the name of God written in their foreheads.

And | looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their
foreheads.

Revelation 14:1

Thefact that these people have the Father’ s name written in their foreheads reveal s two very important
truths—for thosewho have earsto hear. First of dl, it revelsthat these people are walking in the Feast of
Tabernacles. It does't say they had the name of Jesusor the Holy Spirit written in their foreheads because
they have progressed past their Passover relationship with Jesus, and a so their Pentecostal relationship
with the Holy Spirit, and are now walking in a Tabernacles relationship with the Father.

Secondly, the name of the Father was written IN their foreheads, not on their foreheads. Name means
nature. So what John isdescribing isapeoplewho havethe nature of the Father fully formedintheir minds.
Heisdescribing a people whoseminds are under the complete government (or control) of the Father. He
is describing a people whose minds have been permanently and completely filled with the nature, the
thoughts, the wisdom, and the desires of the Father. The thoughts and desires of the Father fill their minds
so completely, thereissmply no room for anything €l se. John was describing a people whose minds have
been sealed and the enemy will never again be able to shoot his thoughts into them.

| believe that the salvation of the last daysthat Peter referred to isthe salvation of the mind in the sense
of it being sealed. Those who experience this sealing will be those who have been faithful to do their
part—whichisto take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. Aswe continueto obey theLord
inthisarea, one of these days, Heisgoing to do for uswhat we could never do for ourselves. Hewill sedl
that mind and permanently fill it with Himself. The cental theme of the Day of Atonement is God making
His peoplefit to dwell with Him in holiness. Making usfit to dwell with Him requires that God does
something and we do something. God' spart isto provide the sacrifice and the blood, the priest, forgiveness
and redemption. Our partisto“ afflict our souls’” during this season. Afflicting our soulshasto dowith self-
denial.
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The Three Deaths

Death To Death To Sin Death To Self
The World ( The Sin Nature ) ( Self Life)
The Feast Of The Feast Of The Feast Of
Passover Pentecost Tabernacles
Baptism With Baptism With The | Baptism With Fire
Water Holy Spirit (Judgment )

Jesus Christ

The Holy Spirit

God The Father

Egypt
Deliverance from the
hondage of slavery

Sinai
The receiving of the
Law to define sin

Jordan River

Where the people had
to be circumcised again

Outer Court

Holy Place

Holy Of Holies

| am including the chart | put in the message on Passover because it helpsto see the difference between
thevariousfeastsand the spiritual realitiesthat correlate with them. Intype, the Scripture revea sthree
deathswe must pass through if we areto befully transformed into theimage of Christ. Thefirst deathis
death to theworld, which isrepresented by in the deliverance of Isragl out of Egypt. The second death
isdeath to sin, which isrepresented by Isragl’ s coming to Mt. Sinal. It was there that God gave the people
the Torah (Law), which defined sin and showed them how to sanctify themsalves. Thethird death isdeath
to self, which is represented by Isragl’ s crossing over Jordan and taking the Promise Land.

Death to sdf ishy far the hardest death we must experience because it iswewho must die. Thisdeathis
a0 theleast understood—even by many of those who preach it. | see so much confusion wherever | turn,
with regardsto thistype of death because most people lump al three of these deaths together and call it
all death to saf. But the fact is, death to self is not the same as death to sin or degth to the world. When
weare dying to sin or theworld, we are denying ourselvesthingsthat are sinful, or immoral, or unlawful
before God. Desath to self hasto do with denying oursalves things which arenot sinful or immora. It has
to do with denying ourselves things which are lawful and acceptable before God.

If youwant to know what real death to self is, look at thelife of Jesus. Jesuswalked in death to self—and
the“salf” He denied was not worldly or sinful. The things Jesus denied Himself were things that were
acceptablebefore God. Sin, iniquity, worldliness—these are not the thingswe must deny when it comes
to sdf. Thedenid of sdf involvesthedenid of those thingsthat we canlegdly and moraly partakeof, but
whichwill hinder thelife of Christ from coming forthin us. The reason most believers cannot and will not
embrace thetrue death to salf messageis precisaly because the things we are required to deny oursalves
in this death are things which are lawful and acceptable before God.

| listened to amessage the other day by aminister who wastelling some peoplein his congregation how
to overcomethingslikesmoking cigarettesand pot, drinking acohol, and watching pornography. | thought:
“My God! These people can’t even bring themselvesto lay down the things they know are sinful before
God. How much less would they be willing to lay down things which are acceptable to Him!?
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Jesusconggtently laid down Hisownwill in order to havethelifeof HisFather comeforth Him. Sinwasn't
even anissue worldlinesswasn't anissue. ThethingsHemay have desired for Himself werelawful things;
they were acceptable things before God. Soisit possiblefor believerslike you and meto have desires of
our own that are not sinful or worldly? Or is every single desire of the self-life evil and wicked?

For most ministers, the answer isthat every desirewe haveis sinful and wicked. Sorry, | don't believe that
for aminute. There are many human desiresthat are not wicked and evil, according to the Law of God.
Didyou ever haveadesireto get married? Y ou think that’ sawicked desire? Do you think God Sitsup in
heaven, condemning every person who hasadesireto get married because that desireissinful or worldly?
If so, your view of God is perverted.

Many times, we have a desire to minister to people that we run across, or we have adesire to help
someonewhoisintrouble, yet these desires arenot really coming from God. Do you think God sitsin
heaven, condemning every person who hasadesireto help otherswhen that desireis not coming from
Him? Do you redlize the human heart can desire good things? Do you know the human heart can desire
moral things? When the heart desires something good, or something that ismorally acceptable before
God—but whichwill hinder His Spirit from coming forth in us—that’ swhen weneed to dieto self. That's
when the real death to self message comesinto play.

When we desire sinful things, we need to dieto sin. When we desireworldly things, we need to die to
theworld. When we desire good and proper thingsthat will hinder thelife of Christ from coming forthin
us, that’ swhen we need todieto sdf. Many Chrigtiansarewilling to dieto their sinful self, or their worldly
sdf; but they aren’t willing to die to their good self or their religious self. But in this season of Atonement,
God iscommanding usto afflict our souls. Heisrequiring that we turn away everything, that we lay down
everything—bothlegd andillega; both good and bad; both mora and immora—that will hinder thelife
of Christ from coming forth in us.

Thetenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. Hold a sacred
assembly and deny yourselves, and present an offering made to the LORD
by fire. Do no work on that day, because it is the Day of Atonement, when
atonement is made for you before the LORD your God. Anyone who does
not deny himself on that day must be cut off from his people.

Leviticus 23:27-29

Theissuesof theliterd Day of Atonement were o serious, God said any |sradlite who did not deny himself
would be“cut off” from | srael—and the sameistrue of thespiritual season of Atonement, whichweare
now living in. Christianswho aretrying to go on in the deeper thingsof God, but who are not denying
themsalves, are being cut off from God's Israel. They are being deceived by false doctrines or bogus
religiousexperiences; or they are going into deep self-deception regarding their own spiritua condition. It's
avery serioustimewe arelivingin.

I’ simportant that we know the difference between the kind of death God isrequiring of those who are

going past Pentecost, and the kind of desth we experienceaswewalk inthe other twofeasts. All Christians
must take up their cross and deny themselvesif they want to be adisciple of Jesus. But thelevel of death
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we experiencewill be different, according to wherewe arein God; just asthe level of spiritua lifewe
experience will be different, depending on how mature we are in the spirit. Since we are now in the
spiritual season of Atonement, the level of death that isbeing required of those who are seeking to walk
in Tabernaclesistotal and complete. The object isto do absolutely nothing but what the Father tellsus
to do; to say absolutely nothing but what the Father tells usto say; to desire absolutely nothing but what
the Father causesusto desire; to go absolutely nowhere except where the Father tellsusto go, etc. The
object in thisfeast isto have every part of our being under the total government of the Father.

However, God isnot requiring thiskind of desth from those who are still walking in the Feast of Passover
or the Feast of Pentecost. People in these two feasts couldn’t handle this kind of death. It would be a
burden much too heavy for them to bear. Thereisacertain amount of “degth” thesefolksarerequired to
walk in; but it' s not the complete death that is being required of those who are walking in the Tabernacles.

It' simportant that we understand God isn't is requiring the same level of death from everyonewhoisa
Chrigtian becauseif we don't redizethis, wewill end up hurting others because wewill try to put the same
yoke we are required to wear on them—and they won't be able to handleit. If we don’t understand what's
going on in the spirit, we will try to put ayoke on people that God is not requiring them to carry.

For instance, people who are having a problem laying down cigarettes or drugs or alcohol will never be
ableto bear theyoke that comeswith Tabernacles. Y ou canforget it! If you try bringing theminto thiskind
of awak whilethey are till bound in those types of snsor theworld, they’ |l snap and end up back inthe
bars! What people likethat need is abetter salvation (Passover) experience; or maybe they need to be
baptized in the Spirit and receive power to defeat these kinds of sins.

These kinds of people aren’t even a candidate for Tabernacles.

So let’ s ask God to give us wisdom as we deal with other people.

Amen.
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