FEAST OF WEEKS

Wi, | was't planning on doing this, but since | talked about the Feet of Passover last week, it seemslike
agood timeto go through thefeasts of |srael and see how they apply to our livestoday. Let me start with
afew thoughts on the Passover before we get into the second feast, which is called the Feast of Weeksor
Pentecost. Firdt, | need to make asmal correction concerning what | said last week about the Day of First
Fruits. Whenever you see alist of the sub-feasts of Passover, it usually looks like the following:

Passover

~ Day of Passover

~ Unleavened Bread
~ Day of First Fruits

| said last week that First Fruitsisthe day after the last day of Unleavened Bread. However, that’ s not
correct. The Feast of First Fruits actually takes place during the seven days of Unleavened Bread.

FEAST NAME "::;:": ‘ P:;ﬁ;t ( Date —” Scriptures
| PASSOVER. Leviticus 23:4-14 Exodus 12|]|
| Passover |_aBIB | March/april [ 14 |[beotus 12114, Levitius 235
| Unleavened Bread ||__§El_l§ _]| March/April || 13-21 || Ex 121520, Lav.236-8
! Waving Firstfruits || SIVAN || March/April || 16 J! lev. 2311 |
|PENTECOST acts 2, Lewiicus zs.mﬁﬂ
[ Pentecost I
[ Fifty Days |[ SIVAN || May/June | [ etiozzts |
Firstfruit ][ SIVAN || MayfJune | [ ewmze |
1

TABERMACLES Levitiews 232444 |
Tabernacles |

___Trumpets ||_T15HRF|[ Sept/Oct ||  1st || rewuewsziizess |
[ DayofAtonement ][ TISHRI || Sept/Oct || 10th || tewwamasn ||
| BQEﬂ:hS ” TISHRI |[_ Sept}'.{]-r:t || 15th || Leviticus 23:34-44 J

In the chart, you can see exactly wherethe Day of First Fruitsfalls. It comes two days after Passover,
during the days of Unleavened Bread. Thething that’ sincredibleisthat every certain number of yearsin
the Hebrew calender, instead of observing First Fruits on the 16" day of the month, it’s observed on the
17" day. An extra Sabbath isinserted back to back to the regular Sabbath (the 16™), and First Fruitsis
celebrated on the second Sabbath instead of the first one. That second Sabbath is called a“High Sabbath”.

It just so happensthat the year Jesus was crucified was one of these special yearsthat had atwo Sabbaths.
Accordingly, the Jews celebrated the Feast of First Fruitson the 17" of Abib that year—the very day Jesus
arose from the dead—instead of the usual 16" of Abib. So, Jesus was literally slain on the Day of
Passover (when multitudes of lambswerekilled in Isradl, which was the Old Testament type and shadow);
and Hewasliterally raised on the Day of First Fruitsthat year (when people offered thefirst sheaveto
the Lord, which again, was the Old Testament type and shadow).
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Thereisanother important aspect of Passover that | would liketo look at before moving on to Pentecost.
The spiritua fulfillment of Passover isusualy spoken of in the framework of being “saved”. The children
of Israel coming out of Egypt represents the fact that through the blood of God'’ strue Lamb, the Lord
Jesus, Hiswrath passes over us, just asthe blood of thoselitera lambs on the doorposts caused thewrath
of God to pass naturd Isradl long ago. The sgnificance of Passover—that is, it' srea meaning—isadways
presented in the context of how it relates to Jesus first, then how it relatesto us.

Thisisgood and right. But there ismoreto consider about the meaning of Passover. Thereistheredity
of what it meant to the land and people of Egypt. The purpose of the judgment was two-fold that evening.
Thefirst purpose was to bring the children out of the bondage of the power of Egypt. But the second
purposewas no lessimportant. Thejudgement which came upon Egypt that first Passover eveningwasa
judgment upon the “gods’ of Egypt.

And thus shall ye eat it; with your loinsgirded, your shoes on your feet, and
your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD's
passover. For | will passthrough the land of Egypt thisnight, and will smite
all thefirstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all
the gods of Egypt | will execute judgment: | amthe LORD.

Exodus 12:11-12

Eventhoughthefirstborn of the people and anima sdied that night, God wasreally executing Hisjudgment
againg the gods of Egypt. The people suffered because of the sentence executed against those gods. Many
Chrigtiansdon’t understand that thereal battle has always been between thetrue God, and the gods of the
nations. God created man to worship Him. The crux of man’srebellion and thefirst issue with God is not
the sinsof murder and rape and drug addi ction and al coholism and gambling. God' sissue with mankind
isidolatry—following other gods. That’ swhy thefirst of the Ten Commandment is: “ Thou shat haveno
other gods before me”. Consider the following passages regarding God' s judgment on Egypt:

But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon
Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, and my people the children of Israel,
out of the land of Egypt by great judgments. And the Egyptians shall
know that | am the LORD, when | stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt,
and bring out the children of Israel from among them.

Exodus 7:4-5

Thus saith the LORD, In this thou shalt know that | am the LORD:
behold, I will smitewith the rod that isin mine hand upon the waters which
areintheriver, and they shall be turned to blood.

Exodus 7:17

And he said, To morrow. And he said, Be it according to thy word: that
thou mayest know that thereis none like unto the LORD our God.
Exodus 8:10
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And | will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which my people dwell,
that no swarms of flies shall be there; to the end thou mayest know that
| am the LORD in the midst of the earth.

Exodus 8:22

And | will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; and |
will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the Egyptians
may know that | am the LORD. And they did so.

Exodus 14:4

And the Egyptians shall know that | am the LORD, when | have gotten
me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.
Exodus 14:18

Theissuewas God' sname. Theissuewas God' shonor. Theissuewas showing the Egyptianswho thered
“Lord” is because the Egyptians had priests for all their various gods, and those priests had real,
supernatural power. That’ swhy they could duplicatethefirst few plaguesthat M osescalled downonthe
land. It wasthe supernatural power these priests could demonstrate that convinced the people of Egypt
that the godsthey represented werereal. The purpose of the various judgements which God sent upon
Egypt—including thefinal one on Passover, and the eventua annihilation of Pharaoh and hisarmy—is
stated very clearly. It wasthat the Egyptianswould redize that the God of heaven isthetrue God. Later,
after Isradl had been delivered, the Lord says something very interesting. He saysthe gods of Egypt, and
of all the nations, are actually demon spirits.

And the priest shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar of the LORD at the
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and burn the fat for a sweet
savour unto the LORD. And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto
devils, after whom they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for
ever unto them throughout their generations.

Leviticus 17:6-7

They made him jealous with their foreign gods and angered him with their

detestable idols. They sacrificed to demons, which are not God-- gods they

had not known, gods that recently appeared, gods your fathers
Deuteronomy 32:16-17

Before the children of Isradl became God' s peculiar treasure, they werejust like the nations; they were just
like the Egyptians. They worshiped and served various gods. But after they became the people of God, He
tried to enlighten them regarding the reality of evil spirits. So whenever you read the Old Testament and
you come acrossthetermidol or god, don't think carved images or stone pillars. Think evil spirits because
that’ swhat the images represented. Whenever you read how Israel wasinvolved inidolatry or whoredom,
or when you read where God says they committed abominationsin the land, don't visudize them burning
incensetoimages—eventhoughthat’ swhat they did. Understand the spiritual reality of the situation. They
were involving themselves with demons. They were worshiping evil spirits.

Page -3-



Therefore, what the Feast of Passover revealsto us, perhaps more than anything else, is God' shatred for
these demon-gods. It' simportant that we understand God hates Satan and his demons. He hates them so
much, He has chosen to never forgive them or redeem them. He hates them so much, He created a L ake
of Fireinwhich they will betormented day and night, forever (Matt. 25:41). He hatesthem so much, He's
going to cast anyone who is like them into eternal torment as well.

Passover also shows us that while God hates Satan and his angels, He loves mankind and desires to
redeem as much of the human race as possible. But thereisaproblem. Satan, through hismany evil spirits,
hasfirmly entwined himsdlf in the very nature of mankind—in our desires, our thoughts, our motives, and
our personalities. He has entwined himself in the people God desiresto redeem. If God decided to cast
Satan into hisangesinto their fina doom now, billions of peoplewould automatically haveto go with them
into that torment because they arejust likethem. Actually the situation goes much deeper than people
samply being like the demons. People are actudly manifesting the evil nature and desires of these demons
through their own thoughts, desires and actions, all the time.

The battle has always been between the true God and the demon-gods which are entwined in mankind,
which mankind constantly choosesto follow and serve. Thebattleisawaysbeento separatetheevil spirits
from the personalities of the people God wantsto redeem. Y ou would think that after being told thetruth
about the gods of the nations—that they are nothing but evil spirits—the | sragliteswould have gotten the
message and stayed away from those spirits, but they didn’t. Thewhole history of Isradl isone of turning
to these demon-gods. Unfortunately, not much has changed. While Egypt represents the world (and
Pharaoh the prince of this world) in the Old Testament, Babylon the Great is the New Testament
counterpart of Egypt.

And after these things | saw another angel come down from heaven, having
great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. And he cried
mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great isfallen, isfallen,
and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit,
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk
of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed
rich through the abundance of her delicacies. And | heard another voice
from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. . .Therefore shall her
plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall
be utterly burned with fire: for strong isthe Lord God who judgeth her.
Revelation 18:1-4 & 8

Please notice what is said of Babylon—it has become “the habitation of devils’ and “ the hold of every
foul spirit” and “a cage of every unclean and hateful bird”. Asit wasin the days of Egypt, so shal it
bein the days of Babylon. Just asthe Egyptiansworshiped and served all kind of gods, so today, those
who are part of Babylon servedl kinds of gods. Just asthe gods of Egypt werein fact demons, so Babylon
isfilled with devils, foul spiritsand unclean birds. And just as God’ sjudgment came upon the demons of
Egypt, so His judgements will come upon the demons of Babylon.
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Just as Israel refused to stay uninvolved with demons after they became the people of God, so many
Christians refuse to stay uninvolved with demons after they have become the people of God. The
blindnessof Isradl, regarding the fact that they wereinvolving themsealveswith evil spiritswhen they got
involved with theidolatry of the nations, isthe same kind of blindnessthat comes over New Testament
Chrigtianswhen they involve themsaveswith evil spiritsasaresult of being involved with theidolatry of
the unsaved world around them.

Many of God's peopleinvolve themsavesin theidolatry of sports and entertainment; in theidolatry of
seeking after honor and fame; in theidolatry of seeking after material wealth and living in luxury; inthe
idolatry of family, and everything else EQypt’ s children seek after. When they dothis, they areinvolving
themselves with evil spirits, just like Isragl of old, but they are blind to this redlity.

The Lord said the gods of the nations are devils. In many parts of the world people still worship images
of sone or wood. Hindus, Buddhists, and other religions still have literd idolsthat they feed, burn incense
to, and bow down to, just asin the days of the Old Testament. The Roman Catholics bow before stone
and wood images of Mary. The Eastern Orthodox church bows beforeicons. Idolatry like what went on
in the Old Testament is still happening al over this planet.

Of course, Protestant Christianity does not engagein thiskind of crudeidolatry. Oursisamuch more
sophisticated version. But it’ sidolatry al the same. Just because theidols of Protestant Christiansare no
longer sone images or wood carvings, that doesn’t make them any less of anidol or afase god. Whether
theidolatry is practiced with images and statues, or whether it’sin the form of alusting after material
possessions or thingsimmaterial—like vain-glory—it’ s<till idolatry; and all idolatry, whether visible or
invisible, involves false gods, which are demon spirits.

Unfortunately, the people who involvethemsel vesin modern formsof idolatry are not the only oneswho
are blind. Many ministers who claim to have spiritual insight regarding these matters have no more
understanding of what’ sgoing on than the peoplewho areinvolved intheidolatry. These ministers, who
claimto see, say thosewho areinvolved inidolatry arejust walkingin “theflesh”. They areblind to the
fact that thosewho practiceidolatry areinvolving themsalveswith evil spirits. Asaresult, they teach God's
peoplethat it'sjust theflesh that seeks after money; that it’ sthe flesh that seeks after power; that it’ sthe
flesh that seeks after vain-glory; that it’s the flesh that craves after sports and entertainment, etc.

When preachers or Bible teachers stand behind their podiums and sanctimonioudly proclaim that the
unsaved are serving the Devil, or that the unsaved areinvolved with evil spirits, Christians nod their heads
and say, Amen! But when Christians practice the same kind of idolatry as the Egyptians, suddenly
everything changes! Suddenly thiskind of idolatry isdifferent and has noting to do with the Devil or spirits.
Suddenly it’s all just the “flesh”.

It is disheartening sometimes to redlize how many people are willing to et their favorite preacher or Bible
teacher call God aliar. God said anyone who serves an idol; anyone who isinvolved in any kind of
idolatry—whether it’ sthe old fashioned, visblekind, or themoremodern, invisiblekind—isinvolved with
evil pirits. Y et multitudes of preachersand Bibleteachersignorewhat God hassaid, andinstead claimjust
the opposite—that idolatry is just a problem of the flesh.
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Next, | want to recap what | said last week about the spiritua meaning of the days of unleavened bread.
Just asevery |sraglite had to avoid leaven for seven day's, so every person who comesto Jesusfor savation
(ie eatsthe Passover Lamb) must forever put away hisformer way of life, which isfull of worldlinessand
sin. Thelesson of leavenisclear: it doesn't require much to leaven awholeball of dough. Inlike manner,
justalittlesininaperson’slife, if not dealt with, keepsworking and working until thewhole personality
has been poisoned. That' swhy God commands usto put avay sin—and that’ swhy the people who say
you can’'t stop sinning as long as you are human are not only liars who deny God’ s word, they are
destroyersof the brethren. They areresponsiblefor the destruction of any child of God who, asaresult
of listening to thislie, allows alittle sin to eventually consume them and destroy them.

We dso looked at the meaning of the Feast of First Fruitslast week. Theconcept of the First Fruitsisan
important onein the economy of God. Theideaof thefirst fruitsisthat it’sthefirst part of alarger amount
to come. The setting gpart of afirg fruits sanctifiestherest of the harvest. Jesus Christ isthe greatest of dl
first fruits. It is because God accepts Him that the rest of the body of Christ is accepted. One day, the
Lord' s entire body will be completely harvested.

Also, asl saidlast week, when we eat the Passover Lamb, afirst fruitsof usismade aive spiritudly and
resurrected to Sit in heavenly placeswith Christ Jesus. That part isour spirits. A first fruits of our whole
person is reaped in anticipation of the full harvest, which is the rest of the person, soul and body.

Thisbringsusto the Feast of Weeks. Thiswasthe secondfeastinlsrael’ sreligiousyear. It was called the
Feast of Weeks because if came 7 weeks and a day after the Day of First Fruits:

Fromthe day after the Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the wave
offering, count off seven full weeks. Count off fifty days up to the day
after the seventh Sabbath, and then present an offering of new grain to the
LORD. Fromwherever you live, bring two loaves made of two-tenths of an
ephah of fine flour, baked with yeast, as a wave offering of firstfruits to
the LORD.

Leviticus 23:15-17 NIV

The word “Pentecost” isrelated to the number fifty. It comes from the fact that this observance was
celebrated on the fiftieth day, counting from the day of First Fruits. The celébration of Pentecost occurs
during our month of May. There are some very interesting things about thisfeast to be understood. First
of dl, lsradl arrived a Mt. Sinal aroundthissametime (Ex. 18:1). Asamatter of fact, it isbelieved by most
scholarsthat it was on this very day that the Law was givento Isragl. To thisday, the feast of Pentecost
is associated in Jewish thinking with the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai.

|sradl actudly became God’ sholy nation at that time. That iswhen both God and the peopleentered into
acovenant with each other. It wasthe covenant at Mt. Sinai that made Israel anation. Soinavery red

way, the nation of Isragl was*born” on the original Day of Pentecost. On thefirst Pentecost, God writes
HisLaw ontablets of stone and bringsthe Old Testament nation of Isragl into being. Then, 4000 years
later, on another Day of Pentecost, the fulfillment of what the original Pentecost typified comesto
pass—God writes His Law on the hearts of men and brings the New Testament Church into being.
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And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one
accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Acts 2:1-4

In the Old Testament, the convocation of Pentecost signaled the conclusion of the wheat harvest.
Remember, afirgt fruit sheave of that harvest was offered before the Lord fifty days prior, on the Day
of First Fruits. Now, therest of that harvest isbrought in. Jesuswasthe sheaf offering, and the Jewswho
believed were the rest of that harvest.

Whilethe Feast of Weeks, or the Day of Pentecost wasthefulnessof thefirst fruits of the Barley harvest,
it wasa so called the Feasts of First Fruits because it wasdouble cel ebration. In one sense, thisfeast was
acelebration of the harvest of Barley and the Wheat that had been completed. On the other hand, these
harvests were themselves afirst fruits of yet another harvest that was to come at the end of Isragl’s
growing season. That final harvest was the fruit harvest.

You see, Israel had two main harvests a year—one at the beginning of summer and one at the end of
summer. The spring harvest wasagrain harvest (Barley, Wheat and so forth). Thefdl harvest, which was
the greatest harvest, was afruit harvest (dates, variousfruit trees and grapes). Asitisinthe natural, so it
isinthespiritud. When the Day of Pentecost wasfully come—meaning, when thefulfillment of thetypeand
shadow under the Laws came—not only the Jews (Barely) were harvested into the kingdom, but that
harvest went on to include the Gentiles (wheat) as well.

That harvest included not only salvation, but aso, the Baptism of the Spirit (whichisreally what Pentecost
represents). Pentecost went throughout al | sragl and overflowed to thenations. The Old Testament Feast
of Weeks was a single day. The New Testament fulfillment of the Feast of Weeks is a spiritual
season—and that season lasted for many centuries. The season of Pentecost lasted from the Day of
Pentecost in 33AD. till the 1950's. Asaseason of first fruits, it will haveit’ sfulnessor completioninthe
Feast of Tabernacles, the last feast of this age.

Thefact that there are two festivals called first fruits reveal s that there is to be two harvests or two
fulnessess. Thefirst harvest hasbeenin progresssincethe Day of Pentecost, and it includes both Jew and
Gentile. This harvest relates to salvation and Baptism in the Holy Spirit. The second harvest isthe harvest
of FRUIT. It snot aharvest of multitudes more humans at the end of thisage. It’ sthematuring of the crop
that hasalready been brought into the kingdom and filled with God’ s Spirit. Thisiswhy it’'sso critical to
know thedifference between being filled with the Spirit and coming forth inthelifeof God. Theformer has
to do with the Feast of Pentecost; the latter has to do with the Feast of Tabernacles.

Thefirst two feasts of |srael—Passover and Pentecost—have to do with bringing usinto thekingdom of

Godinitidly, and thenfilling uswiththe Holy Spirit. Thelast feast of |srael—Tabernacles—hasto do with
bringing us forth in resurrection LIFE. Being anointed is not the same as coming forth in life.
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During Pentecog, two largeloaves of bread were baked and givento the High Priest. Hewould wave them
beforethe L ord and then burn them with fire as an offering. Theloaveswere made of fineflour, which
representsthe unblemished nature of the Lord Jesus. Thefact that they were burned speaks of thefires of
God' sjudgment which fell on Chrigt, and which falson every true saint ashe pressesforward in the Lord.

John the Baptist said: “ | indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me
ismightier than |, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,
andwithfire’ (Matt. 3:11). Many of the eventsof our life, although we may not appreciate them at the
time, arefor the purpose of purifying bringing usfrom astate of raw materia that needsmuch sifting and
purification, into a state where we have become bread that isfit for the use of God and man.

Oneinteresting thing about these two large loavesisthat they were to be baked with leaven. Infact, this
isthe only timeleaven can be offered to the Lord. In every other feast, the Lord commanded unleavened
bread as offerings. What do these two large loaves of bread symbolize; and why were they alowed to
contain leaven after the stern injunction just 50 days prior to not touch any leaven?

Some Bibleteachers hold that the leaven inthe two wave |oaves of Pentecost portraysthe fact that at the
timeof our baptismwith the Holy Spirit, we still haveasinful nature. Thisleavenisnot exactly the same
kind of leaven that wasto be avoided during the days of unleavened bread. That |eaven representsthe
putting away of all sinful deeds. It was not possible for the children of Isradl, nor isit possiblefor us, to
remove the Snful naturethat we aredl born with. That leaven remainswith us, even when we arefilled with
the Holy Spirit.

Thereisavery important lesson to be learned in the difference between these two kinds of leavens. We
are not responsible to dispose of the internal leaven that is our sin nature because we don’t have the
power to do that. What we are responsible to do, because we do have the power to do it, is stop or
restrain that internal leaven from openly manifesting itself in our deeds and actions. We can't removethe
internal leaven, but we can certainly restrain that internal leaven by exercising our willsagaingt it. That's
called putting the deeds of the body to death: “For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live” (Rom. 8:13).

Understanding thisisvery important becausethereareministersout her who areactualy saying theexercise
of thewill to restrain that internal leaven is not what Christianity is al about. They are teaching that
restraining the desires of the sin natureisthe big error of the church system. The church system teaches
peopleto obey dl kinds of externd rules and regulations which restrain the sin nature. But restraint is not
the answer. Theanswer isto have God remove those desires. Thus, these ministers place the exercise of
our willsagaing ain (ie: restraint) over and against the work of the Holy Spirit, which will eventually take
away those sinful desires.

The problem withthiserror, like most other errors, isthat it’sonly ahaf truth. Y es, the permanent answer
for our sin problem isto have God remove the desires of that nature from us. However, thefact is, God
reguiresour co-operation in the process of removing thosedesires. We must do our part; and our part
isto exercise our wills 100% against that sin. If you think God will take away the desires of your sinful
nature just because you ask Him to or you believe He will—or as one minister recently put it: “if you
become fully persuaded in your hearts’ that He will—you are living in areligious fantasy world.
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TheHoly Spirit can only takeway our sinful desiresaswe fully exercise and exert our willsagainst those
desires. Aswedo this, we are doing our part to “ crucify” those desires. Thisfreesthe Holy Spirit to do for
us what we could never do for ourselves. He takes those desires away and replaces them with new
creation desires. But if you don't fully engage your will against sin, you are doomed to remain a prisoner
of, and adlave to, that sin until you go into the grave.

You seg, its onething to say restraining sin with our willsis not the permanent solution to the problem,
but itisanecessary step inthat overal process. However, it squite another thing to mock thewholeidea
of restraining sin with our will, and then teach peoplethat doing soisnot only unprofitable, it’ sactualy part
of theerror of the church system. That' sfalseteaching! Quitefrankly, | fed sorry for thosewho listento
thesekindsof ministers becausethey are definitely being deceived by them. Supposedly, these ministers
areteaching them how to overcomethe sin nature. But in redlity, they areleading themto awell that has
no water becausethey aretelling them they don’t haveto dothe very thing God istelling them they must
do, if they want to really get free.

God istdling His people to exert our wills 100% against the desiresthat we know are wrong. He saysthat
if wewill sothis, Hewill do therest. But thesemoronsaretdling usthat we must not exert our wills 100%
againgt the desiresthat we know are wrong because doing so will only lead usinto will-worship and self
righteousness. Instead, we must just believe that God will take those desiresaway in Hisown good time.
Just keep bdlieving. To anyonewho hasaccepted that lie, | ssysWAKE UP! Y ou are being deceived! Y ou
keep listening to these kinds of minister and you will NEVER overcome your sinful nature.

Another interpretation of the leaven in the Pentecostal loavesisthat it representsthe good leaven of the
Kingdom. Theleaven signifiesthe Substance of Christ Himsalf that would isborninthedisciplesasthe
Holy Spirit comes upon them. Thereis certainly Scripturd judtification for thisview aswell, according to
what Jesus said in (Matt. 13:33): “ Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven islike
unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened”.
Thisleaven isthe good leaven of the kingdom. We do not attain perfection as soon aswe are saved. Fird,
Christ (the good leaven) isborninus. Slowly, over time, just asalittle natural leaven worksthrough the
whole lump of dough, so Christ influences our deeds, words, imaginations, and motives.

Both of these interpretations of leaven are correct. There was still sin (bad leaven) in the one hundred
twenty on whom the Spirit fel in the book of Acts. But the coming of the Spirit birthed Chrigt (good leaven)
inthem, which worked in them to bring them to perfection. Since Pentecost isthe fourth of the seven feasts
of lsradl; and since thesefestiva sspesak of our journey frominitia savation to perfection (whichisthegoa
of Christianity); you could say that after being baptized with the Spirit, we can either go backward and
allow theleaven of sinto expand in us, or we go forward and allow theleaven of Christ to expandin us.
If we devote our livesto theleaven of sin, wewill reap corruption. If wedevote our livesto the leaven of
Christ, we will reap eternal life.

Thetwo loavesthemsaves, | believe, speaksfirdly of the union of the Head and the body. “ For we being
many are one bread, and one body; for we are all partakers of that one bread.” (1. Cor. 10:17).
Secondly, | believeit speaksof the bringing together of the Jew and the Gentile; that in Christ, Hemight”
“make in Himself of twain one new man.” (Eph. 2:15). The grain had been harvested, and now instead
of a sheaf we have two loaves—a body of believers
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It sinteresting to follow the number “two” through the Scripture. Thereis Adam and Eve, two and yet
one—Eve being the complement, the likeness, the counterpart of Adam. Then thereisthe sun and
moon—the latter being the glory of theformer, having no light of itsown. Therewere two rows of bread
on the Table of Shewbread inthe Holy Place of the Tabernacle, which represented the Twelve Tribes of
Isradl, or the ekklesia. Thereweretwo tablesof stoneinthe Ark of the Covenant. TheLaw iswrittenfirst
ingtone, thenin the heart and mind of the New Testament believer. Then therewerethetwo slver trumpets
that were used for the calling of the assembly, for thejourneying of the camps, and for war. Finally, there
are the two witness of Revelation. Indeed, the number two in Scripture means witness.

Theimportance of Pentecost is due to the fact that thisfeast represents the Person and work of the Holy
Spirit. In Passover, the Person and work of the Jesus, the Lamb of God, ishighlighted. In Tabernacles, the
Person andwork of the Father ishighlighted. But in Pentecog, it’ stheHoly Spirit that’ shighlighted. During
the spiritual season of Pentecost, the works and manifestations of the Holy Spirit are to be dominant in
dl areasof the Chrigtian Church. TheHoly Spiritisthe onewho bringsspiritua unity among believers. The
Holy Spiritisthe onewho gives giftsand ministriesto men according to Hisown will. The Holy Spiritis
not just agood feeling or amanifestation of supernatural power. HeisGod in our midst, and HeisHoly.

The Feast of Pentecost speaks of power—supernatural power. When the discipleswerefilled with the
Spirit, they went forth from the place they were hiding and spoke boldly about Jesus out in the open, in
front of thousands of people. And they spoke in many different languages supernaturally. During their
ministries, they performed miracles through the power of the Holy Spirit. Thisis one of the purposes of
receiving the Baptism—to beempowered for minigtry. Through the giftsof the Spirit that we are given, we
are able to minister to both the saved and the unsaved.

Unfortunately, the Pentecostal experience has been maligned over the years because of some of the
excessesthat have been seenin Pentecostal churches. Though thisisunfortunate, it cannot changethetruth
about the giftsand ministries of the Holy Spirit in the Church. Because one of the purposes of Pentecost
isto empower usfor ministry, there arevarious* gifts’ of the Spirit that are provided for the body of Chrigt,
which enable them to carry out the kinds of ministry God ordained for them.

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities
of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the
manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal For to
one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of
knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to
another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of
miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all
these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man
severally as he will.

I. Corinthians 12:4-11
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Pentecost has largely to do with receiving the anointing of God. The gifts of the Spirit are given to
individual believers by God asHe pleases. They are not given onthe basis of our own performance or
righteousness, but according to God’ s good pleasure. Therefore, we should never allow ourselvesto
become proud because of the gift we have been given. Asthe apostle Paul said: “...who makes you
different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it,
why do you boast as though you did not? (1. Cor. 4:7 NIV). Also, we see that the giftsare given to profit
others (profit withal).

In Pentecogt, the anointing comes upon usexter nally and then manifestsitsdlf through usas“ministry” to
others. Much of our lives revolves around ministry. There' salot of excitement in Pentecost. Lot’s of
meetings and gatherings; lot’ sof fellowship and activity. Everyone has something to share; everyone has
something to give. People are getting healed physicaly. It samostly positive feast. God ismoving through
many different people to bless and heal the entire body.

Pentecost aso representsafurther step of sanctification. It' snot just about externa power. Most of usdo
not redize the critical role the Holy Spirit playsin our lives. Histask isto purify the Church. Heismore
than acomforter, more than agood feding. He is sent by the Father to lead us (Rom. 8:14) and teach us
(John 14:26) and guide usinto al truth (John 16:13)—not only doctrinal truth but transforming truth. His
purposeisto change usand transform usinto the image of Jesusthrough the process of sanctification (11
Thess. 2:13; |. Pet. 1:2). Sanctification is accomplished aswe allow the Spirit to convict us of the sinswe
currently practice, so that He can then deliver usfrom that sin. This takes serious obedience on our part
for the Spirit never forces Hiswill on anyone. Aswe obey the Spirit, He cleanses us and frees us from the
bondage of sin, not only legally, but in experience as well.

However, thereis one thing that most Christians fail to understand about Pentecost, and that is, it'sa
spiritual season. All spiritual seasons changeand giveway to the coming season. That next spiritual season
isthe Feast of Trumpets, and it has already begun. In fact, we are well past the season of Trumpets and
have entered season of the Atonement. What this meansisthat Pentecost is no longer the focus of God.
Asaresult, it should no longer be the focus of the Church.

| believe the season of Pentecost started coming to an end in the 1950's. Ever since then, the enemy has
been given the authority and the power to corrupt that experience by giving people counterfeit giftsand
ministries and displays of power. Thisiswhy, asthe yearsroll by, you'll find that there arelessand less
people who can tell the difference between genuine Pentecostal power and the Satanic counterfeit. Today,
those who talk the most about the “anointing” seem to have the least amount of understanding about it. In
their ignorance, they are attributing the works of Satan to God. If people understood the character of the
Holy Spirit, they would know that many of today’ s manifestations have nothing to do with Him.

Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that | go away: for
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, |
will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgement: Of sin, because they believe
not on me; Of righteousness, because | go to my Father, and ye see me no
more; Of judgment, because the prince of thisworld isjudged. | have yet
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many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak:
and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall
receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the Father hath
aremine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto
you.

John 16:7-15

Here, the Lord tells the disciples HE s going away. But He promises to send them a comforter, whichiis
the Holy Spirit. Thefirgt thing we noticeisthat Jesusrepeatedly refersto the Spirit as“he’” and “him”. The
Holy Spirit is not some kind of impersonal force like electricity, that can be tapped into by anyone who
discovers how to apply the proper spiritua laws—including unbelievers. TheHoly Spiritisnot merely a
good influence, or agood feeling, or and anirresistible, impersona “ something” likewind or energy. He
isaPerson and He possesses all the elements of personality. Heisnot an “it”. He is the God of our
Savation. Moreover, Hischaracter isthe character of the Father and the Son. Therefore, any manifestation
of Him will be in keeping with that character—that's why He's called the Holy Spirit.

Jesus revealed several different aspects of the Holy Spirit in this passage. First, He called Him the
“Comforter”. A littleearlier He said: “I will pray the Father and he shall give you another Comforter...”
(9n. 14:16-17a). Thisrevea sthat the Spirit islike Jesus, not only in Hisministry of comfort, but asoin
manner. The Spirit's character isthe same asthe character of Jesus. Did Jesus use His power to pick His
disciples up and throw them 30 feet across the room; or throw them over chairs? Did the anointing that
rested upon Jesus ever come on the discipleslikea sumo-wrestler and thrash them like rag-dolIs? If that
was not the way of the Master, it cannot be the way of His Spirit, for the Spirit represents Him.

The only people who experienced these kinds of manifestationsin the Scripture were those who were
demon-possessed. The demonsin them would react to the presence of Jesus and would manifest al kinds
of violent behavior, just like the behavior being manifested in so-caled revivastoday. Any norma person
who walked into one of these meetingswould not see acomforter being manifested; they would seeabully
being manifested. Quitefrankly, if these blessings are an example of being comforted by the Holy Spirit,
you would do well to skip that part of His ministry!

When Jesussaid: “..the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent takeit by force” (Matt. 11:12),
Hewasn't talking about fleshly violence or demonic manifestations. Hewastaking about aspiritua attitude
that isin harmony with God's character asaman of war. He was talking about having a deter mination
when it comesto overcoming evil and walking in obedience. The violencereferred to by Jesus has nothing
to do with the ever-growing violence being dished out by the False Prophet in these revivals.

First it was Benny Hinn daying everyonein the Spirit with the wave of his hand. Next came Rodney
Howard-Brown with his new wine, getting everyone drunk and laughing inthe Spirit. Christian gatherings
started looking like abar room brawl, with everyone having arip-roaring good time after afew drinks.
Next it was shaking, convulsions, trances, quivering, and paralyss—and the meetings started to look like
what goesoninHindutemples. Next it wasanima farm at the Toronto Vineyard, with people acting like
chickens, dogsand snakes. Then camethewarrior anointing, with people chopping theair or swinging
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imaginary swords. Then it was Todd Bentley, kicking people with his biker boots and punching peoplein
theface. Now we have John Crowder getting high onimaginary weed and passing imaginary joints around
in his meeting. He callsit “Toking the Ghost”—and people think thisis the Holy Spirit?

Jesus said the Spirit will not speak of Himself, but will glorify the Son. He will not sex or drugs or
drunkennessof glorify or power—especially raw power that'sdestructive. Y et thisisexactly what'sbeing
glorifiedintoday’ sreviva churches. Ministers may talk about Jesus but the “fire” they’ re spreading has
nothing to do with the character of Jesus. It'sall about fedling the power on your body. The people who
go to these revivals go for one purpose—to get zapped.

The Three Deaths
Death To Death To Sin Death To Self
The World ( The Sin Nature ) [ Self Life )
The Feast Of The Feast Of The Feast Of
Passover Pentecost Tabernacles
Baptism With Baptism With The | Baptism With Fire
Water Hely Spirit [ Judgment ]
Jesus Christ The Holy Spirit God The Father
Eqypt Sinai Jordan River
Celiverance from the The receiving of the Where the people had
bondage of slavery Law to define sin to he circumeised again
Quter Court Holy Place Holy Of Holies

God'’ s three different phases of His plan of salvation can be seen in the above chart. The Feast of
Pentecost, or the Pentecostal experience, related to the Holy Placein the Tabernaclein the Wilderness.
Once the season of Pentecost passed, the enemy was granted permission to defile that whol e Pentecostal
realm of experience through counterfeit gifts, ministriesand displays of power. What you are seeinginthis
fdserevivd that’ ssweegping the planetisthefulfillment of the Danid’ s prophesy concerning the abomination
of desolation. The Holy Place realm, or the Pentecostal experience is being defiled.

I ve gone through the many implications of thisin other studies, so | won't go through it tonight. But | just
want you to understand whét is happening because many people who see dl the false power do not redize
that therewasareal Pentecostal experiencewhich for many yearsthe people of God have been enjoying.
Unfortunately, that season is over.
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