PRESENT TRUTH
(God's First Fruits)

For thisreason | will not be negligent to remind you always of these things,
though you know and are established in the present truth.
Il. Peter 1:12

All truth isnot the same kind of truth. There isadifference between historica truth (which remainstrueinthe
present time), and what Peter calls present truth. Present truth concernswhat God i s doing now, not what He
has done in the past. Present truth can be hard for many people to hear and accept because at timesit can be
radically different than historical truth which is presently true.

For instance, when Jesus came on the scenein Israel, al the Jews who were living at that time had been
established in some historical truthsthat were (at that time) still current and relevant. Thesetruthsincluded the
existence of the onetrue God, the Law that God gave the nation, and its history as His chosen people. Tothe
Jawsof Jesus day, these truths were not just historical truths, they were present truths. However, even though
these thingswere presently true at that time, they were not present truth; for present truth is much morethan
higtoricd truth which remainstruein our day. Present truth hasto do with what God isdoing right now. For those
JewsinJesus day, thetruthsthey knew (while still being true and relevant) were no longer present truth, for God
was doing something new at that particular time. Present truth wasthe redlity that I srael’ s M essiah was now
walking among the people of Isradl.

Moreover, at that point, present truth cameinto direct conflict with historical truth. The historical truth the Jews
had been established in wasthe truth, and it remained the truth because it came from Moses. But present truth
was coming from Jesus, and thistruth was different than what came from Moses. The result was, many who had
been thoroughly established in historical truth were totally incapable of hearing or accepting present truth.

Thesameistruetoday of many Christians—and I’ m not talking about people who think they are Christians but
realy aren’ t—I’ mtalking about real Christians. | know peoplewho aretruly born again and lovethe Lord, who
have spent years studying the Bible and walking in obedience to what is written. Some of them know the
Scriptureslikethe back of their hand. They understanding thetimewearelivingin. They sseweareinthelast
days, they understand we have entered the time of the greet falling away (apostasy); they know Jesusisreturning
soon and they are anticipating His return.

Y &, even though they are committed believers who have been thoroughly established in the truths of the New
Testament, even though they have gained agreat ded of spiritual insight over the years, they haveno idea what
God isdoing right now. They areincapable of hearing or receiving present truth, especialy if that truth conflicts
with the historical truth they have been so thoroughly established in all these years.

Godisnot gatic. Neither isHiseternd plan. Heisnot like us. He does't get into arut, doing the samething over
and over again, year after year. Ashistory progresses, His eternal plan continuesto unfold—and that planisto
gather apeople from al the nations of this earth, save them, sanctify them, and bring them to a state of sinless
perfection so they will be asuitable wife for His Son. So today, God is hot doing the same thing He did in the
days of the Early Church. Today, He' s not doing the same thing He did during the years of the Protestant
Reformation. He' s not doing the same thing He did when He brought forth the Holiness movements of the early

Page -1-



1800's. He' snot doing the same thing He did when Herestored the Baptism of the Holy Spirit at thetime of the
Azuza . outpouring in 1905. He snot doing the samething He did when Heraised up healing Evangelistsin the
1940'sand 1950's. He snot doing the same thing He did when He raised up deliverance ministriesin the 1960's.
Heisdoing something different—and the ability to understand what Heisdoing right now istied directly tothe
ability to hear and receive present truth.

Wetaked about some of this present truthin our the last two chat sessions. One of things God is doing right now
iscdling aremnant of His people to be part of the coming ministry of judgment. Thisis present truth. But many
people cannot receiveit becauseit seemsto conflict with other truth that isfound in the New Testament. It seems
to conflict with thetruth that we areto love and forgive our enemies. It seemsto conflict with the truth that God
wants usto evangelize the unsaved. It seemsto conflict with the truth the Scripture says about God' s character,
whichistha Heisever merciful and gentle and forgiving and kind. It ssemsto conflict with the truth that we are
told to pray for all men, especialy those who are of the house of God. Indeed, there are all kinds of truths
contained in the New Testament which seem to conflict with present truth.

Another truth whichis present truth—which may seem to conflict with other New Testament truthsthat God' s
people have been established in—has to do with the manchild in Revelation chapter 12. We are going to go
through this chapter tonight. Asweread it, keep in mind that there are 4 different groups of Christiansreferred
to in thischapter: (1) the Woman clothed with the son; (2) the manchild which comesout of her; (3); the stars of
heaven, athird of which the Dragon casts to the earth with histail; (4) the remnant of the Woman’s seed.

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and
the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And she being
with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.

Revelation 12:1-2

Beforewe go any further, we need to establish once and for all that John isnot referring here to the historical
event of Jesusbeing born out of Nationd Israel. TheWomanisnot Nationd |sradl; it isthe Church. Themanchild
isnot thehigtoricdl, individual, Jesus; it isaremnant of victorious saintswho are part of the Church. That thisis
not a picture of Jesus coming out of historical, Nationa Israel isvery clear if consider the following points:

~TheWoman travailsin birth. Where in Scripture do we find Nationd Isragl travailing in pain
to bring forth Messiah? Thesmpletruthis, we don't. In fact, wefind that the Scripture statesjust
the opposite!

Hear the word of the LORD, ye that tremble at his word; Your brethren that hated
you, that cast you out for my name's sake, said, Let the LORD be glorified: but he
[ie: Messiah] shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed. A voice of noise
from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice of the LORD that rendereth
recompence to his enemies. Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her pain
came, she was delivered of a man child.

Isaiah 66:5-7
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~TheWoman isclothed the Sun. Thisissymbolic of the Lord Jesus. HeHimself isthe sun. He
isthelight of theworld. The sunaso standsfor the righteousness of Jesus—and it’ sthe Church, not
National Israel, which has been clothed with Christ and His righteousness. It’ s the Church, not
national Israel, which has been given the revelation (light) of Jesus.

~TheWoman stands on the Moon. The moon is symbolic of the Old Testament economy. Just
astheMoon hasno light of itsown, but borrowsitslight from the Sun, so the Law and Prophets
were not the light of the New Testament, but amere reflection of it. All the types and shadows of
the Law and the Jewish ceremonies arefulfilled in Christ and redized by the Church. Thelight of the
Old Covenant isunder thefeet of the Woman; it isin subjectionto her. But she covered with thelight
of Jesus and the New Covenant. This cannot apply to Israel, either now at the birth of Jesus.

~ The Woman has a crown of twelve stars. Stars are symbolic of the saints, and the number
twelveisthe number of government. A crown issymbalic of glory, honor, and spiritud authority. The
twelve gpostles hold aspecia place of honor in the Church, for to them was given the authority and
the power (by Jesus and the Holy Spirit) to establish the Church.

~ The manchild isimmediately caught up to heaven. There is no gap here. Jesus Christ was
not
caught up to the throne when He was born. There was a considerable interval.

~ Theresult of the manchild’s ascension. Immediately after the manchild is caught up to the
thronethereiswar in heaven, and the Dragon is cast into the earth. Thisdid not happen when Jesus
ascended to thefather. We seethat after the ascension of Jesus, the Scripture still calls Satan the
“prince of the power of theair” (Eph. 2:2); and his*“principdities and powers’ are ill in “heavenly
places’ (Eph. 3:10).

~ The Woman goesinto thewildernessfor 3Y2years. Thisis aclear reference to the last 3%
years of this present age. National Israel has been in her wilderness for over 1900 years.

~Thiswholevision is part of sixth trumpet. A careful examination of the text will reveal that
there are three “woe’'s’” spoken of by the angel. These three woe's are actually the last three
trumpets (fifth, sixth and seventh).

And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the
third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them
was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.
And | beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with
a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other
voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!

Revelation 8:12-13

Now, listen carefully. Thelast three woes (or trumpets) run from Revelation chapter 9:1 to chapter
11:19. Thefifth angel soundsin Rev. 9:1. Thistrumpet opens the bottomless pit and releasesa
swarm of locust-like creatures. Rev. 9:12 says. “Onewoe s past; and, behold, there come two
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woes more hereafter”.
In Rev. 9:13 the sixth angel sounds, and everything from that 9:13 to chapter 11:14 makes up the
sixth trumpet. So the sixth trumpet includes:

(2) Theloosing of the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates, which were
prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.

(2) A mighty angel who is clothed with acloud, arainbow on his head, his face like the sun, his
feet like as pillars of fire, comes down from heaven with alittle book in his hand, which tells
John to eat the book, and that he will have to Thou must prophesy again before many peoples,
and nations, and tongues, and kings. The angel has his right foot on sea hisleft foot on the earth,
and when he cried with aloud voice, seven thunders uttered their voices.

(3) The ministry and martyrdom of the Two Witnesses company.

Immediately after the Two Witnesses are rai sed from the dead and ascend up into heaven, the angel
says. “ The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly” (Rev. 11:14). Then,
inthevery next verse (Rev. 11:15) we seethe seventh angel sounding histrumpet. Thistrumpetis
the last trumpet. It is the trumpet Jesus and Paul referred to:

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers
of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man
in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he
shall send his angelswith a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together
his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

Matthew 24:29-31

Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

I. Corinthians 15:51-53

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall risefirst: Then
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds,

to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
|. Thessalonians 4:15-17
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Please notice what the Scripture says will happen when the seventh or last trumpet sounds:

And the angel which | saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand
to heaven, And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and
the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the
sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: But in
the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the
mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.

Revelation 10:5-7

Then the angel | had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand
to heaven. And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens
and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and
said, "There will be no more delay! But in the days when the seventh angel is about to
sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to
his servants the prophets.”

Revelation 10:5-7 NIV

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying,
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders,
which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and wor shipped God,
Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art
to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.
And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead,
that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy
servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and
great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. And the temple of God
was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament:
and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and
great hail.

Revelation 11:15-19

The pointissmply this: Everything from Revelation 11:20 to chapter 19 folds back into the preceding chapters.
If wewereto read these chapter in chronologica order, then next chapter after eeven would be chapter nineteen.
Thereisno trumpet after the last trumpet. Thereisno more delay after thelast trumpet. When the last trumpet
(which isthe seventh trumpet) sounds, the dead in Christ shall rise, the Lord will returnintheair, wewill be
caught up to meet Him there, and wewill dl return with Him to begin the establishment of the Millennid Kingdom.

If this betrue, then the vison of the Woman and the manchild in Revdation 12 isactudly part of the Sxth trumpet.

Why do | say thesixth trumpet and not the fifth one? Because we are given the key to the timing through what
John said about the Two Witnesses.
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And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of
the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill
them...And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither.
And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. And the
same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in
the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted,
and gave glory to the God of heaven. The second woe is past; and, behold, the third
woe cometh quickly.

Revelation 11:7 & 12 -14

Again, thetwo Witnessministry ispart of the sixth trumpet. The angel tells John that a the end of their ministry,
the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit will overcomethem and kill them. The beast being referred to
hereisthesame “beast” we seerising out of theseain Revelation thirteen, and described later in Revelation
chapter seventeen.

And | stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having
seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the
name of blasphemy. And the beast which | saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet
were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon
gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.

Revelation 13:1-2

And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? | will tell thee the mystery
of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and
ten horns. The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder,
whose hames were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,
when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.

Revelation 17:7-8

And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and
goeth into perdition. And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have
received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.
These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.
Revelation 17:11-13

John isreferring to the same beast in al these passages. He seesthisbeast rising up out of the seain chapter
thirteen. But it’ sthisvery beast which killsthe Two Witnesses back in chapter e even. So, asurface reading of
these chapters|eads oneto believethe beast does not comeinto the picturetill chapter thirteen, but inredlity the
beast has already been on the scene and killed the Two Witnesses, two chapters earlier!

Now, my pointisthis: the Two Witnessministry ispart of thesixth trumpet. Thus, the beast who killsthemisalso
part of the sixth trumpet. Thismeansthe vision of the Woman and the manchild a so takes place during the sixth
trumpet, for Satan bringsthis beast forth out of the seaafter he hasfailed to devour the manchild, and after he
has failed to carry the Woman away with the flood from his mouth. Do you see that?
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And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he
might cause her to be carried away of the flood. And the earth helped the woman,
and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast
out of his mouth. And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ...And | stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast
rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten
crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.

Revelation 12:15-13:1

Satan triesto devout the manchild but he can’t. Then hetriesto carry the \Woman away with aflood of deception
but hecan't. It isthen that we seethe beast rising out of the sea. Thisbeast isbrought forth by Satan specifically
to physically destroy the Woman, the manchild, and the seed by locking them out of the globa economic system.
But since the beast has aready been on the scene, what John saw in thisvision actudly happensin the preceding
chapters. Thisisall part of the sixth trumpet.

Getting back present truth. We should be able to see that this Woman represents the Church, particularly asit
isseenduring thelast days. She representsthe people of God. Sherepresentsacorporate group of people. Thus,
themanchild whichishbirthed by her will also beacorporate group of people. The Woman the manchild represent
two different groups of believersin the last days. The destiny of one group isto rule and reign over the nations
with Jesus, with arod of iron.

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron:
and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.
Revelation 12:5

Thisisnot the case with the Woman. All it says of her isthat she will be protected by God in the wilderness
during thelast days. Shemust be“fed” by someone. She must betaken care of. Sheisnot walking in the heavenly
realm, invictory. Sheisin thewilderness, and she had to be protected and fed. Next we see the result of the
manchild being caught up to God:

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon;
and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place
found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into
the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And | heard a loud voice saying
in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and
the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the blood
of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto
the death.

Revelation 12:7-11

The ascension of the manchild company isthe occasion for the dethroning of Satan. Thisis because there has
finally come forth a people who are able and worthy to dethrone him. When John said “they” overcamethe
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Dragon by the blood of the Lamb, and by theword of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the
death, he' stalking about the manchild. Heisn't referring to the Woman (who isin the wilderness being fed and
protected), or the remainder of her seed (the outer court, given over to the Gentiles), or the stars that were
brought down by the Dragon’ s tail. These are the overcomers John is referring to. He' s talking about the
manchild!

Thosewho are part of the Woman are still God' s people. Those who are part of the Remnant of her seed are
still God' s people. We are not sure what will happen to the starswho are thrown to the earth by the tail of the
Dragon; but onething isfor sure: at onetimethey certainly were God' s people! Whether they end up eternally
lost or vessels of dishonor in the kingdom, only God knows. The point is, only one group (the manchild) is
referred to asovercomers. They overcomethe Dragon. The Woman doesn't overcome him; the remnant of her
seed doesn't overcome him; certainly the stars that were brought down didn’t overcome him. Only the manchild
overcomes him, and only the manchild will rulewith Jesus, during the next age, but not only the manchildis
“saved”. To say the Woman and the remnant of her seed went to hell because they didn’t overcomeisfolly.

Last point: right now we can still move from the Woman company to the manchild company. But theday is
comingwhen thiswill nolonger be possible. At some point, the two groups must go their separate waysand
fulfill their different destinies. Oncethisfinal separation takes place, it will betoo late to move from the Woman
to the manchild. So it behooves us to make our calling and election sure today.
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