THE SEALED REMNANT

Tonight | want to look at theidentity of the 144,000 in Revelation chapter seven, and explainwhy | don't
believethetraditiond, Dispensationa view that these are biologica Jewsfrom theliteral tribesof Nationa
Israel. Most of the people | have known or fellowshipped with my whole Christian life have been people
who left the Religious System, and dl of them hold the sameview | do regarding the 144,000. Sincel’m
not used to being around people who think thisview isunscriptural, I'm not used to being in aposition
wherel need to defend that view. But | realized last week that many of the peoplewho are coming tothis
chat room, and maybe the ones listening from off the web site, have never been exposed to this view
before, so | need to explain why | believe they are not strictly Jews.

A few weeksago wetaked about thefour different approaches, or four different schoolsof interpretation
regarding the book of Revelation: (1) the Preterist view; (2) the Historical view; (3) theldealist view;
and (4) the Futurist view. | suspect that all of you in thisroom hold to the Futurist view, asdo |. The
Futurist interpretation of Revelation is (I believe) the correct one.

Unfortunately, most of those who hold the Futurist view have aso been steeped in the doctrines and
conceptsof Dispensationdism. Sowhen they read Revelation, they invariably read it from that perspective.
M ost peoplewho have beeninfected with the doctrines of Dispensationalismdon’t redlizeit. Infact, they
might be offended if you called them a* Dispensationdist”, even though that’ swhat they are. Thereason
for thisisvery smple. The average person in the pew has never been taught the whol e theological system.
What they have been taught are carefully managed bits and pieces of that system which sound very
Scripturd. The mgority of those who have been thoroughly indoctrinated—mayhbe brainwashed would be
abetter term—into the Digpensationa system haveno idea what has happened. They think they have been
taught the Word of God. Most of them couldn’t even tell you what “ Dispensationalism” is.

Wéll, let metell youwhat it is: it’ stheological poison that perverts every areaof aperson’ sdoctrine and
experience. It perverts our view of salvation; it perverts our view of God; it perverts our view of the
Church; it pervertsour view of Nationa Isragl and the Jews. It pervertsthe entire Bible, including and
especialy the book of Reveation. Once the Lord deliversyou from the errors of thisfalse theology, the
Scripture will open up to you in anew way.

In order to understand the identity of the 144,000, you need to first realize that the common view of this
group isthe view that was super-imposed on it by the teachers of Dispensationa error. Thereisareason
these particular 144,000 servants of God are to be sealed, and how you view that reason will largely
determine your view of who they are. Therefore, we will haveto look at more than just the passageitself
to determine who these people are. So let’s start with the sixth seal:

And | beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon
became as blood; And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even asafig
tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the
heaven departed as a scroll when it isrolled together; and every mountain
and island were moved out of their places. And the kings of the earth, and
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the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty
men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens
and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks,
Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne,
and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of hiswrath is come;
and who shall be able to stand?

Revelation 6:12-17

Thefirgt four seal sdescribethe eventswhich naturally follow wars between nations. Therider onthewhite
horse (thefirst seal) goesout to conquer. Y ou don’ t conquer through diplomacy and talk. Y ou conquer
through war. Thus, the opening of the second seal describes how “peace” istaken from the earth. Many
of the nationswill make war on one another. The following two seals—scarcity of food and widespread
death—are the natural outcome of a planet full of nations who are killing each other.

Sofar, everything up to this point can be explained in natural terms. Though therider on thewhite horse
isaninvisgble, supernatural power that'scausing al thiswar, war itsdf, and al the horrible results of war,
are quite common in man's experience. However, the events of the sixth sea are clearly
supernatural—especially when the sky isrolled back like ascroll. These undeniably supernatural events
cause the men of the earth, both great and small, to realize that God is behind what’ s happening. They
realize these things are amanifestation of Hisjudgment and they freely confessthat: “...the great day of
hiswrathiscome”. They seethat wrath as being be so terrible and deadly, they ask who will be ableto
survive it. The answer to that question is given in the next chapter:

And after these things | saw four angels standing on the four corners of the
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on
the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. And | saw another angel
ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried
with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth
and the sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till
we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. And | heard the
number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and
forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.
Revelation 7:1-4

The“four winds’ in this passage are not natural winds. They are spiritual winds of destruction that will
come as part of the seventh sedl. The seventh seal congists of the seven trumpets, and those trumpets are
the wrath of God, which isto be poured out on arebeliousworld. At the sound of the last trumpet, which
is the seventh trumpet, the Lord will return. The unsaved who experience the sixth seal will understand
that the “day of God' swrath” isupon them. But | sometimeswonder if Christians who are dive at that
timewill have asmuch spiritud insight becausethey certainly don't haveit now. Themgjority of today’ s
Chrigtianswould never consider the possibility that thetrumpet judgementsarethe“wrath” of God because
they don' t think thewrath of God ispoured out till Revelation chapter fifteen. Bethat asit may, the purpose
of these people being “ sealed” by God at the end of the sixth sedl, isto protect them from the events of
the seventh seal. Thereisa parallel to this situation in the book of Ezekiel:
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He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them that have
charge over the city to draw near, even every man with his destroying
weapon in his hand. And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher
gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in
his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with a
writer'sinkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brasen
altar. And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub,
whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the man
clothed with linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by his side; And the
LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst
of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and
that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. And
to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and
smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: Say utterly old and
young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any
man upon whom isthe mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began
at the ancient men which were before the house.

Ezekiel 9:1-6

Notice that the oneswho were sealed at thistime were afaithful remnant of saintswho were sighing and
crying because of all the abominations being donein Jerusalem. God didn’t send the angel to mark an
arbitrary number of Jews. The oneswho were sealed and protected from the coming daughter were the
oneswho remained faithful to God. They werethe oneswho stayed trueto God. They werethe oneswho
were not defiled by the apostasy of the majority. Does any of this sound familiar?

And | looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Son, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name [the seal]
written in their foreheads. . .These are they which were not defiled with
women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb
whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the
firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.

Revelation 14:1 & 4

Do you think it' sacoincidencethat thereis an exact pardld in the book of Ezekiel of what will take place
inthelast days, asrecorded in Revelation chapter seven?1 don't. | think the Situation in Ezekiel can give
ussome vauableinsght about what is described in Revelation chapter seven—the most important of which
isthat the fact that only asmall remnant of God’ sfaithful saints are to be sealed at that time. This, of
course, doesn't set too well with the Dispensational view of the 144,000, for in that view, these will be
natural Jewswho, at that point are still in unbelief or have just been converted. | rgect that view. To be
quitefrank, | believe you should reject it too because the oneswho are sealed at that point, aretheonly
oneswho are specifically said to be protected from the trumpet judgments—particulary the onewhere
those scorpion-like creaturesarelet out of the bottomlesspit and torment all thosewho don’t have that
sedl for fivemonths. If only natural Jews get that seal, thenwearedl infor five months of suffering that
will be so horrible, people will be trying to kill themselvesto get relief fromit.
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And the fifth angel sounded, and | saw a star fall from heaven unto the
earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. And he opened
the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of
a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the
smoke of the pit. And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth:
and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.
And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the
earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which
have not the seal of God in their foreheads. And to them it was given that
they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months:
and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a
man. And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and
shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.

Revelation 9:1-6

Thisis not ajudgment upon those who have taken the mark of the beast, asin the case of the malignant
soresin chapter sixteen. This judgement is specifically designed to torment anyone who has not been
seded by God—andthat will include dl of you inthisroom, if thetraditiond interpretation of the 144,000
is correct because none of you are Jews.

You seg, it’ seasy for Dispensationd theologiansto insist that the 144,000 are natural Jews because they
are convinced they will belong gone beforeany of thishappens. They think they will be safely tucked awvay
in heaven befored| these thingsbegin tocometo pass. If they thought for aminute that they would be here
through al seven sedsand dl seven trumpets, you better believe they would start revising their wholeview
of the 144,000 very quickly!

Some of you may be saying to yourselves:. “ Brother Dan, what’ s Dispensationalism got to do with me
thinking these peopleare Jews?1 believe they are Jews because John plainly said they would be from the
tribesof Isradl, not because I’ m aDispensationdist”. Wel, my answer is: thereason you assumethetribes
of Israel in that passage are Jews is because you are under the influence of Dispensationalism—and
whenever you theterm “Isragl” you automaticaly think “Jew”. Y ou never think “ Church”. Thefact is, the
vast mgjority of today’s Christians still don’t understand that we are the “Israel of God”!

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision [ie: being Jewish] availeth any
thing, nor uncircumcision [ie: being Gentilg], but a new creature. And as
many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and
upon the I sradl of God. From henceforth let no man trouble me: for | bear
in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Galatians 6:15-18
The Galatian assembly was aGentile church. Paul tells these Gentilesthat they are not to worry about
whoisaJew (ie: circumcised) and whoisaGentile (ie: uncircumcised) by birth. Theonly thing that matters
to Godisif they are becoming a“new creature’. Thenew creatureisneither Jew or Gentile, neither male
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or female, neither dave or freeman. Then he says peace and mercy be upon “as many aswalk according
tothisrule’. In other words; peace and mercy be upon those in the Galatian assembly (to whom heis
now writing) who will keep thisrule. Peace and mercy to the Galatians who will walk in thisredlity about
the new creature being the only thing that matters. Then he says: “...and upon the Israel of God”. What
heissayingisvery smple. Heisblessing thosein the Gaatian assembly first, and then dl therest of God's
people, who will walk in this truth. When he says “and upon the Isragl of God”, he’ s not blessing the
Jewish nation. He' sblessing everyone who will walk in the redlity of thetruth he just laid down; and he
calsal who will walk in that truth, “the Israel of God”.

You seg, it' shard (if not impossible) for most Chrigtiansto accept the fact that thereis only onelsradl, and
right now, that Isradl isthe New Testament Church. Most Christians can’t walk in thisredity because they
have been taught error upon error regarding the identity of God'sIsradl their whole lives. Either they have
been taught that thereisonly one Isragl and that I srael isthe biological race of Jews; or they have been
taught that there aretwo Isradl’ s—one natura (the Jews) and one spiritud (the Church). Unfortunately,
both these doctrines are lies and stand in direct opposition to everything Paul taught.

There has never been two Isradl’ s and there never will betwo Isragl’s. There has only ever been one
Isradl, and that Israel consists of al those who walk by faith and serve God—whether Jew or Gertile, it
makesno difference; whether an Old or New Testament saint, it makes no difference. The only reason
thereissuch confusion among God' s peopleregarding theidentity of Isradl isbecausethey are being taught
liesand falsedoctrine. It should not be confusi ng because we have much the same situation with theterm
“Christian”. Not everyonewho saysthey are a Chrigtian isactualy a Chrigtian. Y et both the true and the
fase Chrigtian wear thesametitle. Well, thisiswhat Paul istalking about in the book of Romans, when he
says“...they are not all Israel who are of Israel”.

| say thetruth in Chrigt, | lie not, my conscience also bearing me witnessin
the Holy Ghost, That | have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my
heart. For | could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: Who are Isra€lites; to whom
pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving
of the law, and the service of God, and the promises, Whose are the
fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all,
God blessed for ever. Amen. Not as though the word of God hath taken
none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: Neither,
because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children [of the
promise, children of God]: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called.

Romans 9:1-7

What Paul issayingisthat not dl “Isragl” (ie: biologicd Jews) arepart of “Israd” (ie God' slsradl). God's
Israel has always been a spiritual entity, not abiological entity. If Paul were writing about the same
stuationin our day regarding Christians, hewould say: “....not everyonewho saysthey areaChrigtian are
part of the body of Christ; neither because they go to church every week does that make them part of the
body of Chrigt”. It' sthe samething regarding the biological Jew. Not every biologica Jew who was part
of the nation of Israel, was part of God's Isradl.
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No unbelieving person, be they Jew or Gentile, hasever been part of God' sIsrael. By the same token,
every believing person, bethey Jew or Gentile, ispart of God' sIsragl. Y ou become apart of God' slsradl
the same way you become part of the Olive Tree—Dby faith. Thisiswhy Paul could say:

For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it
is written. For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if
thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.
Therefore if the uncircumcision (the Gentiles) keep the righteousness of
the law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision? And
shall not uncircumcision (the Gentiles) which is by nature, if it fulfil the
law, judge thee [ Jews] , who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress
the law? For heis not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But heisa Jew, which isone
inwardly; and circumcision isthat of the heart, in the spirit, and not in
the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.

Romans 2: 24-29

This passage is very important because Paul removes once and forever, theideathat only abiological
descendant of Abraham can call himself or herself a“Jew”. He says very clearly that anyone who is
circumcised in heart, who fulfills the righteousness of the Law, who serves God according to the spirit and
not the letter, and whose praiseis of God and not of men, isaJew. Do you want to take aguess asto how
many Christiansactually believe what Paul said here? My guessisit’ savery small percentage. Lets see
what percentage of thosein thisroom believeit. Those of you who can say, without flinching, without
hesitation, that you know beyond a shadow of a doubt you are a“Jew”—give me a#1.

If you hesitated, or if you arenot sure, or if you don’t really believeyouarea” Jew”, it’ s because you are
still under theinfluence of Dispensationalism—uwhich saysonly abiological Hebrew canbea®Jew”. To
the Dispensationalist, Gentiles saying they are Jews is blasphemy.

Now | know most people aren’t the least bit interested in “theology”, but if you ever want to really
understand who “Isragl” is, you need to get free from all the Dispensational nonsense you have been
exposed to your whole Christian life—and you'll never get free from that garbage aslong asyou are
ignorant of it. So | am going to give you the “Dispensationalism 101" course (ie: the basics).
Dispensationalism isasystem of interpretation. It's chief inventor was John Nelson Darby, a Plymouth
Brethren minister in the early 1800's; but others helped to complete and perfect that system. The system
isthis: every verseof Scriptureisto beinterpreted always and only init'smost narrow and literal sense.
The only exception to thisrulewould be verseswhich clearly should not betaken literaly, such aswhere
we aretold to cut off our hand and pluck out our eyes if they cause us to sin (Matt.5:29-30).

In other words, Darby did not go to God' sWord, seeking to be directed of the Holy Spirit when forming
histheology. Hewent to the Bible with amethod of inter pretation and he applied that method to every
singleverse of Scripture. When thismethod of interpretation isapplied to theterm “Isragl”, there can be
only one outcome. I sragl becomesracid, geo-poalitical entity that remains separatefromtherest of God's
people. Isradl isviewed ascomprising only the biological offspring of Abraham. Under this method of
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interpretation, | sragl hasawaysbeen, continuesto be, and shall forever remain, adistinctly separate, race
of peoplewhich must remain on earthin order to have theliteral promises of God fulfilled to them. Under
this system, Isragl has nothing whatsoever to do with the New Testament Church. Israel and the Church
are two completely different entities with two completely different eternal destinies.

“What'swrong with interpreting the Bible literally? The answer is, nothing. That’ s not the fundamenta error
of this system. The error is Dispensationalism’s claim that literal interpretation is the only valid
interpretation. It clamsthat exclusvely literd interpretation of the Bibleisthe only safeway to interpret it
because onceyou start “ spiritualizing” versesof Scripture, thereisnotelling whereit will lead you. Inthe
minds of those who invented Dispensationaism, there had to be asystemwhich would stop peoplefrom
inventing wild interpretations of the Bible which would destroy the faith. The system they invented and have
placed their trust in is“literal/historical/grammatical” interpretation.

Thismethod of Biblicd interpretation wasexplained by Dr. CharlesRyrie, author of theRyrie Study Bible,
inabook hewrote called: “ Dispensationalism’. In that book, he discusses the defining characteristics of
Dispensationaism and asks what makes a person a Dispensationaist? He says. “ What isthe sinequa non
(the absolutely indispensable part) of the system?” His answer is:

A Dispensationalist keeps Israel and the Church distinct. This distinction between Israel
and the Church is born out of a system of hermeneutics (interpretation) that is usually
called literal interpretation. To be sure, literal/historical/grammatical interpretation is not the
sole possession or practice of Dispensationalists, but the consistent use of it in all
areas of biblical interpretation is."

Pp. 38 & 40 (Emphasis mine)

Hereisthedefinition of aDispensationalist, asgiven by one of today’ smost well-known Dispensational
theologians. A Digpensationdistisonewho “keeps|sragl and the Church distinct”. Hesaysthisseparation
of Israel and the Church isborn out of a system of hermeneutics, called literal interpretation. In other
words, the separation of Israd and the Churchisthe result of amethod of Bibleinterpretation. He saysthat
athough thiskind of interpretation isnot uniqueto Dispensationalism, itsapplication and (mis) useof itis
unigue because only Dispensationaismuniformly appliesaliteral/historical/grammatica meaningtothe
wholeof Scripture. So we aretalking about amethod of interpretation that resultsin acertain outcome
every time. Thisisthe opposite of being enlightened by the Spirit when you read the Word.

J. N. Darby, thefather of Dispensationalism, oncewrotethat: “...the nation of Israel shall never enter
the Church”. Ever since he wrote those words, they have been the defining mark of a Dispensationalist.
Theideathat the Church and Israel have aways been, and will forever remain, distinctly separate entities
with separate destiniesis the very foundation of the whole Dispensational/prophetic view. In Darby’s
origina doctrine, the separation between Isradl and the Church wastotal and complete. According to him,
the promises God made to the Church are spiritua and heavenly. But the promises He made to the Jews
arenatural and earthly. Prophesies about the Great Tribulation and the Millennium do not concern the
Church because they are earthly and the Church will not be on earth during thistime. For many years, this
wastheuniform view of all Dispensationd scholars, like A. C. Gagbdein, Clarence Larkin, Cyrus Scofidd
and Lewis Chafer. Gaebelein, whose commentary on Matthew was published in 1910, wrote that the
promisesto Israel are“all earthly”. Then he said:
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“The church, however, is something entirely different. The hope of the church, the place
of the church, the calling of the church, the destiny of the church, the reigning and the
ruling of the church is not earthly, but it is heavenly." 1

In 1920 Clarence Larkin wrote:

"...the 'wife' (Israel) is to reside in the earthly Jerusalem during the Millennium, while the
'‘Bride' (the Church) will reside in the New Jerusalem." 2

C. |. Scofield—whose annotated Bibleinfluenced so many people—made thissamedistinction. Hesaid
repestedly that God' sgod was earthly for |sragl and spiritua for the Church. The New Scofield Reference
Bibleisnot as clear in its statements, though it still implies an earthly destiny for Israel.

Lewis Chafer, afounding father and first president of Dallas Theologica Seminary, wasinfected with this
sameleaven and hasinturninfected millionsof today’ s Chrigtian leaderswith it. Hisview of the separation
between |sragl and the Church reflected Darby’ sview perfectly because Darby said | srael would never
enter the Church. Most Dispensationa teachersat that timeonly talked about | sradl’ sditinction during the
next age. Few of them cameright out and said what they believed—whichisthat Isragl will never be part
of the Church. To his credit, Chafer told the truth about what he believed. He said:

"The particular point in view here is the fact that all her [National Israel's] blessings, her
riches both temporal and spiritual, become her portion when she enters the land. This is
the heart of Old Testament prediction. Israel can never be blessed apart from her
land...Every covenant, promise and provision for Israel is earthly, and they continue as
a nation with the earth when it is created new. Every covenant or promise for the
Church is for a heavenly reality, and she continues in heavenly citizenship when
the heavens are recreated.” 3

In other words, even after the Millennium, whenwe go into the eternal age of the New Heavens and the
New Earth, the Jewish peoplewill remain separate from the Church. They will remain aseparate race of
people who will dwell on the New Earth, not in the New Jerusalem. For over ahundred years, thiswas
the standard view. However, during the 1960's things began to change. Modern Dispensationa scholars
began to revisethe origina doctrine with regardsto the degree of separation that isto exist between Isradl
and the Church. As one writer putsit:

"It is amazing that in the writings of Walvoord, Pentecost, Ryrie and McClain, published in the
1950's and 1960's, the heavenly/earthly dualistic language is gone. A distinction between
Israel and the church is vigorously asserted and all the theological structures of
distinction are present except that the eternal destinies of the two peoples share the
same sphere. Consequently the heavenly/earthly descriptions are dropped. Thus has begun
a slow movement away from the scholastic, classic, absolute distinction found from Darby to
Chafer." 4
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Sincethere are now various views within the Dispensational camp regarding the degree of separation that
will exist between Isragl and the Churchinthefuture, I’ m not going to lump them dl together and paint them
all withthe same brush. However, all Dispensational scholarswould agreethat if the distinction between
Israel and the Church ever gets so blurred it no longer exists, Dispensationalism is finished. 1t would
become as extinct as the Dodo hird because that separation is the key to the whole system. Maintaining
that distinction is the thing that makes a person a Dispensationalist.

Now, what I’'m saying to you tonight isthat thiswholetheology isamonumenta liewhich sandsin direct
oppositionto everything the New Testament teachesregarding | srael and the Church. Moreover, you will
never be ableto understand the Bible theway God intendsfor you to understand it, and especially the book
of Revelation, until your minds are completely purged of all this garbage.

The Church isthe continuation of God'sIsrael. God' s|sragl was the Old Testament Church and it’sthe
New Testament Church as well. Isragl and the Church are not separate entities; they are both the
“ekklesia’—the congregation of the Lord. That'swhy the King James trandlators trand ated the term
ekklesiaas “church” in Acts, when Stephen is recounting the history of National Isragl:

Thisisthat Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall
the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him
shall ye hear. Thisis he, that wasin the church in the wilderness with the
angel which spake to him in the mount Sna, and with our fathers: who
received the lively oracles to give unto us:

Acts 7:37-38

The children of Israel were the Church of the Old Testament, just astoday’ s Chrigtians are the Isragl of
the New Testament. Thereisonly one congregation (ekklesia) of the Lord; only one people of God; only
onewife of the Lamb; only one Royal Priesthood; only one new man. Thereisonly one Church and one
Israel. All these designationsandtitlesare synonymous. They arejust different namesand descriptions of
those who walk by faith and obey God.

Some of you may be asking yourselves right about now if brother Daniel is teaching some kind of
“Replacement Theology”—and theanswer is, No. If I’ m not teaching Replacement Theology, then what
do| do cal the Jews of today? The unbelieving Jews of today arenot the lsrael of God. They are*Israd
after theflesh”. Listen again to what Paul says about the biologica seed of Abraham in hisday. He says
the Jewish race, the nation of |sraglites, are actually divided into two groups—the children of God and the
children of the flesh.

Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all
Isradl, which are of 1srael: Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham,
arethey all children [of God; the ekklisia]: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be
called. That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the
children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed.

Romans 9:6-8
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Biological Hebrewswho walk by faith are the “ children of God”. They are part of the ekklesia—the
congregation of the Lord. They are“the Isradl of God”. Biological Hebrewswho walk according to the
flesh arethe*children of theflesh”. They are not part of the ekklesia—the congregation of the Lord. They
are“lsrael after the flesh”.

It' s the same regarding the Jews of today. They are “Israel after the flesh”. They are not part of the
ekklesiaat thistime, and they would not have been part of the ekklesiaunder the Old Covenant. They
would have been Isradl after thefleshthen, just asthey arelsragl after the flesh now because they walk
inunbelief. They are not the“Isragl of God” now; they would not have been the “Isragl of God” four
thousand years ago; and they will never bethe“Israel of God” unlessthey repent and accept the their
Messah. Thelsradl of God isthe New Testament Church. It’ sthe continuation of the“Isradl of God” that
existed in the Old Testament.

| say then, Have they [Isradl after the flesh] stumbled that they should fall
[ permanently] ? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come
unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the fall of them
be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the
Gentiles; how much more their fulness?

Romans 11:11-12

Here Paul talksabout thefall and eventua restoration of Isragl. But heisnot talking about all of National
|sradl becausenot all of Nationa Isradl fell. Many of those who were part of National |sragl werealso part
of God'slsrael. Paul istalking about “Israel after theflesh”. He' stalking about those who were part of
Nationd Isradl, but who werenot part of God'ssradl. These are the oneswho fell; these are the oneswho
were cut out of the Olive Tree; and these are the ones God is going to deal with at the end of this age.
“Isradl after theflesh” will go through atime called “ Jacob’ strouble” and it will cause many of them to
repent and believe. As aresult, they will be brought back into “the Israel of God”.

However, the redemption of “Israel after the flesh” isn't going happen the way Dispensationd teachers
say it will, and theresult of that redemptionisn’t going to be to be what they teach either because their
wholeview of that redemption and it’ sresult isbased on amonumentd theliethat “Isradl shall never enter
the Church”. If youwant to seejust how blind and arrogant thiswholetheology is, just read the 21% chapter
of Revelation and see what is said of the New Jerusalem, which is specifically described asthe Lamb’s
wife—the glorified Church of Jesus Christ.

And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for thefirst heaven and the first
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And | John saw the
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband. . .And there came unto me one of the
seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and
talked with me, saying, Come hither, | will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's
wife. And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain,
and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of
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heaven from God, Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a
stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; And had a
wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels,
and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of
thechildren of I srael: On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on
the south three gates; and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city
had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of
the Lamb.

Revelation 21:1-2 & 9-14

Excuse me, but what are the names of the “twelve tribes of the children of Isradl” doing on the GATES
of the New Jerusalem? Isn’t the New Jerusalem the glorified Church? What does |srael have to do with
the glorified Church? Did you notice that John said thewall of the New Jerusalem has twelve foundations
and in those twelve foundations are the names of thetwel ve apostles of the Lamb? So the city restson
the names of the apostles, and the way into the city is through the names of thetribes. Isn’'t it interesting
that everyonewho entersthe New Jerusalem, theglorified Church, hasto comethrough oneof the TRIBES
of Israel ?1sthelight going on yet?Israel ispart of the Church. How could it be otherwise? We areall the
people of God! We are all part of the ekklesia—the congregation of the Lord!

|sradl after theflesh will never be part of anything that hasto do with God or Hisekklesia. Isradl after the
flesh has been perishing from the days of Moses, and it will continue to perish until thelast biologica child
of Abraham comesinto the New Covenant. God hasbeen separating |sradl after theflesh fromthelsradl
of God ever snce He brought them out of Egypt, thousands of yearsago. Isadl after theflesh hasNEVER
been part of God' slsrael. However, those Jews who walked by faith were part of God'slsrael, and they
are an integral part of the New Jerusalem, which is the Church of Jesus Christ.

God' slsrael never hasbeen, isnot now, and never will be, divided into Jewish and Gentile camps. Either
you are part of God's Israel by faith or you aren’t. It doesn’t matter what dispensation you lived in; it
doesn’t matter type of blood you have; it doesn’t matter what Covenant you walked under. If you walk
by faith and serve the God of Isradl, then you are part of the God'slsrad, it’ sthat Smple. There sonly one
|srad and thereisonly onedestiny for |srael—and you' relooking at in Revelation chapter 21. The Church
islsragl and Isradl isthe Church. They are one congregation.

When you read the book of Revelation, you haveto understand that it isfilled with allusionsto thethings
God gave Nationd Israel under the Old Covenant. Everything in that book is the heavenly reality of the
earthly types and shadows you seein the Old Testament. The earthly types and shadowsweregiventoa
Jewish nation, so they are dways equated with Jews. But the heavenly redlities are neither Jewish or
Gentile. They are part of the new creation. They existed long before the Jewi sh race was established, and
they will exist long after the Jewish race is extinct.

So when you seethingsin Revelation that arelinked to the Jewish race under the Old Testament, you have
to remember that you are seeing the heavenly redlity, not the Jewish shadow of that redlity. Thethingsyou
seein Revelation are heavenly things, not “Jewish” things. For instance, the literd city of Jerusdleminthe
Old Testament, and a so the one which now existsin the Middle Eagt, is only arepresentation or a picture
of the real Jerusalem, which is the heavenly Jerusalem.
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Mt. Zion, inthefourteenth chapter of Revelation, isthe spiritual counterpart of natural Zion. Intheletters
to the Churchesin Revelation, Jesus references Old Testament, Jewish imageslike eating “ manna’ (Rev
2:17), or becoming a“pillar” in thetemple of God (Rev3:12). Als0, in Revelation chapter one, you havethe
Old Testament picture of Jewish “kings and priests’ being applied to New Testament believers:

And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of
the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us,
[Christians] and washed usfromour sinsin his own blood, And hath made
us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Revelation 1:5-6

Theterm “priests’—which isnow spoken in the context of the Chridtian faith—recalsthe picture of Levites
doingtheir ministry inthe Tabernaclein the Wilderness. Indeed, thewhol e concept of God dwellingwith
mankind isbound up intheword “ Tabernacle’ and it was given to the Jews under thefirst Covenant. God
dwelt among His people through the Tabernaclein the Wilderness, and later through the more permanent
Temples. Under the type and shadow, this whole concept is a Jewish thing. But when it comesto the
redity, it'snotaracial (ie: Jewish) thing; it'saheavenly thing. That’ swhy the New Jerusalemisnot only
called the Holy City and the Wife of the Lamb, but also “the tabernacle’:

And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of
God iswith men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

Revelation 21:3

Even the priestly garments of the Old Testament are seen in Revelation. Most people don’t notice this but
the angeswho are given the bowls of wrath are dressed in pure and white linen, and over their cheststhey
wore*“goldengirdles’ (Rev. 15:5-6). These ministersor angelsarethe spiritua reality of what the Levitica
priests, under the High Priest, only pictured. The Jewish priestsworethe sametype of clothing. Asameatter
of fact, the heavenly Tabernacle, of which the earthly Tabernaclein the Wildernesswasjust apicture, can
be seen throughout the entire book of Revelation.

The Tabernacle (or the Temple) is mentioned in Revelation 14:17; 15:6; 15:8; 16:1; and 16:17.
The Door is mentioned in Revelation 4:1.

The Outer Court is mentioned in Revelation 11:2.

The Brazen Altar ismentioned in Revelation 6:9-11.

The Brazen Laver (which isalso called “the molten sea” in I. Kings 7:23 & Jeremiah 52:17) can be seen in
Revelation 15:2-3.

The Golden Candlestick is mentioned in Revelation 1:12-13 & 4:4-5.

The Table of Shewbread is mentioned in Revelation 2:17 & 2:7.

The Altar of Incenseis mentioned in Revelation 8:3 & 11:1.

The Ark of the Covenant is mentioned in Revelation 11:19.
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| mentioned thisin one of my other studies on the Tabernacle, but | would like to mention it again because
it givesyou asense of thereality I’ m talking about. The construction and service of the Old Testament
Tabernacleisnot just aquaint little story about an ancient people. It'sasrelevant astoday’ s news paper.
There' savery real connection between that literal Tent, which was a type and shadow or the true
Tabernaclein heaven, which was built 4000 years ago, and the heavenly redities of the dayswe are about
to enter. Consider the following scene which John sees in Revelations chapter eight:

And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven
about the space of half an hour. And | saw the seven angels which stood
before God; and to them were given seven trumpets. And another angel
came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given
unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints
upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the
incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God
out of the angel's hand.

Revelation 8:1-4

Thousands of yearsago, in the middle of thewilderness, inside an earthly sanctuary that consisted of a
wood-framed Tent, apriest stood at aliteral Golden Altar and burned incense whilethe children of Isragl
stood outside that Tent, praying. Together, the prayers of Isragl and the burning incense from the priest,
ascended beyond aliteral linen veil, into the Shekinah presence of God. Today, the same thing is
happening—only it' staking placein the true Tabernacle. Spiritud incense from off the true Golden Altar
of Incenseisbeing mixed with the prayers of New Testament believers, and they are both ascending into
the presence of God in the heavenly sanctuary.

|s anyone getting the picture yet?

When you read the book of Revelation, and you see dl these things which pertained to the Jews under the
Old Testament, you should not interpret themin their most narrow and literdigtic (ie: Old Testament) sense.
These word pictures represent heavenly redlities; they represent New Testament (ie: Christian) redlities.
They don’t represent earthly redlities; they don’t represent Old Testament (ie: Jewish) realities.

It'sthe mind that’ s under the influence of Darby’ s literal/historical/grammatical interpretation that
automaticaly viewsall thesethingsinaJewish theol ogica framework—and thisisaso truewhen it comes
to the 144,000. Theterm, “dl thetribesof Israel” representsthe entire ekklesain the last days. Johnisnot
talking about biologicd Jaws—though I’ m sure there will be believing Jawswho are part of that group.
He staking about afaithful remnant of New Testament saints. Y ou know it' saremnant of the Church and
not the whole church because he says 12,000 are take from out of each tribe. Also, the very next thing you
seeisa“great multitude” of believers who die during the great tribulation.

That multitude are the oneswho were not ready to be sedled. They were genuine believers, but they had
not given every area of their lives over to God. They loved God and served God, but they refused to let
someareaof their lives go—some desire; some relationship; some god ; some possession; their reputation,
and so on—and only the suffering of the Great Tribulation will cause them to let those things go.
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The great multitude may aso include those who were not saved, but who cameto salvation in the midst of
their suffering; but | believefirst and foremost, they arebelieverswho did not allow God to completethe
work Hewanted to do in them before the day of Hiswrath. It will be the suffering that makesthem get
seriousabout the areasin their liveswherethey are compromising, where they havedlowed their garments
to be spotted. It will bethe suffering that will cause them to truly repent and turn everything over to God,
and wash their robesin the blood of the Lamb.

You may still be asking: “But why are all the different tribes listed” ? My answer istwo-fold. First, |
believe John liststhe tribesin order to make us search out the meaning of those names. The name of the
triberevealsits nature or characteristic. Thesewill bethe characteristicsthat are found in this group of
faithful saints.

Tribe of Judah = praise

Tribe of Rueban = behold a son

Tribe of Gad = troop or great company

Tribe of Aser = happy/blessed

Tribe of Nepthalim = wrestling/struggling

Tribe of Manasses = forget

Tribe of Simeon = hearing

Tribe of Levi = joined

Tribe of Issachar = price was paid

Tribe of Zabulon = dwellth/dwelling

Tribe of Joseph = fruitful/bountiful

Tribe of Benjamin = son of my joy/son of my right hand

I”’m not going to tekethetimein thisstudy to apply al these meaningsto the various characteristics of New
Testament saints, but | believe that’ swhat they are. They give you acomposite picture of thisgroup. They
are the spiritual qualities that will be found in that sealed remnant.

Secondly, | believethetribesarelisted to bring out thetruth that thisisinfact amilitary roll call, just like

you seein chapter one of the book of Numbers. There, God numbersthe Isragliteswho were ready for
battle.
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And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Snai, in the
tabernacle of the congregation, on the first day of the second month, in the
second year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying, Take ye
the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after their
families, by the house of their fathers, with the number of their names,
every male by their polls; From twenty yearsold and upward, all that are
able to go forth to war in Israel: thou and Aaron shall number them by
their armies. . .Asthe LORD commanded Moses, so he numbered themin
the wilderness of Snai. And the children of Reuben, Isradl’'s eldest son, by
their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers,
according to the number of the names, by their polls, every male from
twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:1-3 & 19-20

Thewriter of Numbers goes through dl the tribes, counting the number of the children of Israel who were
ableto gotowar. Thisisone of the thingsthis group of 144,000 will do—they will ride into battle with
Messiah on the day of battle. What you havein that passageisapicture of God selecting out Hisarmy
from therest of the congregation (ie: tribes) of Isragl. The sedl not only protectsthem during thewrath, it
marks them out as the warriors who will ride into battle with Messiah against the Beast.

What doesaperson haveto do in order to be sedled? Well, | think that’ sthe purpose of the second vision
Johnwasgiven of these people, in Revelation chapter fourteen, which we haveaready |ooked a. Theones
who will be sealed will be those who have not allowed themselves to be defiled spiritualy; and who are
willing to follow the Lambwherever He goes. That means, they will hold nothing back from Him. They
will follow Him into suffering, into separation from friendsand loved ones, into londliness, thel oss of their
career; theloss of their reputation; the loss of their property, etc. They will follow the Lamb where ever
He leads them—no questions asked.

How you view thissealed remnant will affect you in more waysthan you can imagine in the coming days.
So | urgeyou to seek the Lord carefully on this matter. Don't just forget about it or blow it off. God wants
you to know that all of us are candidates for that sealing, if we are walking in radical obedience and
keeping oursdves spiritudly clean. He wants you to know that He' s getting ready to seal aremnant of the
Church—and | pray that everyone who hears my voice will be part of that remnant!
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