UNSPOTTED GARMENTS

And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the
LORD, and Satan standing at hisright hand to resist him. And the LORD
said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath
chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?
Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.
And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take
away thefilthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, | have
caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and | will clothe thee with
change of raiment. And | said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So
they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed himwith garments. And the
angel of the LORD stood by.

Zechariah 3:1-5

Tonight | would liketolook at the concept of spiritual garmentsin Scripture. Inthe passagewejust read,
what’ s hgppening istaking placeinthespirit rem. God gives Zechariah avision to show him the spiritua
condition of Joshua, the High Priest of Isradl. Inthevision, Joshud s* garments’ are “filthy”. Having filthy
garmentsisclearly associated withwaking ininiquity. The Angdl of the Lord—which | believeisapre-
incarnation of Jesus—saysto the angelswho are with Him: “ Take away thefilthy garmentsfromhim.
And unto him he said, Behold, | have caused thine iniquity to pass fromthee, and | will clothe thee
with change of raiment”.

Here we have the concept of spiritual garments being taught. A filthy spiritual garment representswalking
ininiquity. So naturaly, the reverse would be true of aclean spiritua garment. A clean spiritud garment
represents walking in righteousness. In the New Testament, this concept of clean and dirty spiritual
garments, and what they represent, is continued.

And of some have compassion, making a difference: And others save with
fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the
flesh.

Jude 1:22-23

Here the apostle Jude talks about saving peoplewith fear. Theterm “save’ hereisnot to beviewed in
terms of bringing apaganto initia salvationin Christ. It’ sused in the sense of rescuing afellow believer
fromthedestruction (ie: thefire) that resultsfromlivingin theflesh. It’ simportant to understand that this
person isagenuine believer and not a pagan because there' satendency among some people—particularly
thosewho believein Eternal Security and those who believein Package Ded sdvation—to just assume
that anyonewho professesto be a Chrigtian, but who walksin theflesh, isnot really a Christian. However,
thefact that thispersonisabdieveisreveded by thefact that hehasa“ garment”. Even thoughhisgarment
has been spotted, aswas Joshua sgarment, hetill hasone; and the only peoplewho get aclean garment
aregenuine believers. What thisverseisteaching isthat atrue Christian can wak in the flesh; and if atrue
Chrigianwaksin theflesh, heiswalking towardseterna destruction. Spiritudly, heisbeing consumed by
the fire that has power over al flesh.
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And unto the angel of the church in Sardiswrite; These things saith he that
hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; | know thy works, that
thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. . .Thou hast a few names
even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk
with me in white: for they are worthy.

Revelation 3:1 & 4

Inthis passage, having adefiled spiritual garment is associated with being spiritualy dead. The only thing
Jesus said about the condition of thischurch wasthat even though their religious works had gained them
areputation of being spiritualy alive, inredlity they were spiritually dead. Thenthe Lord saystherearea
few peoplein that church who are not spiritualy dead. That is, there are afew peoplein that church who
have not “defiled” their garments, which resulted in spiritual death.

Most of the peoplein that church had been completely burned up and consumed by the firethat has power
over theflesh. They weredead, spiritudly. What you have hereisapicture of Jesustrying to do what Jude
talked about. Heistrying to pull the“few names’ who had not been consumed by thefire, out of it. The
concept of not allowing oursalvesto be“defiled” isvery important because thefirst characteristic of the
144,000 who stand with the Lamb on Mt. Zion is that they were not “defiled” with women.

These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins.
These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were
redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.

Revelation 14:4

John saysthese people are the “first fruits unto God. The concept of the term first fruits comes from the
harvest of Old Testament Isradl. Thefirst fruits, or avery small portion of aparticular crop, was dways
culled before the general harvest and offered up to God as athank offering. Thefirg fruits was dwaysthe
choicest and the most mature portion of the crop. It was not the whole crop, just asmall portion of it.
That’ stheidea John intendsfor usto get when he saysthe 144,000 are God' sfirst fruits. They arethe
cream of the Christian crop. They represent avery small portion of the true church. They represent the
choicest and the most spiritually mature portion of the church. They represent theoneswho areradically
obedient to the Lamb, who are fanatically dedicated to the Lamb, who have paid the greatest priceto be
faithful to the Lamb and to follow Him wherever He goes.

When John saysthey are virginswho were not defiled with women, he’ snot speaking carnally. He' snot
saying these people will be men who have never touched awoman. The term “women” isbeing used
metaphorically. It may represent Babylon (the great Harlot and all her harlot daughters)—whichincludes
not only the big denominational systems, but the small ones people set up out hereaswell; or it could be
areferenceto “the flesh”; or it could represent something el se.

Whatever the term women represents, the ideathat’ s being conveyed is clear: these people were utterly

faithful to the Lamb. They refused to have spiritual union with anything or anyone that would defile them
and make them unfit to walk with the Lamb on Mt. Zion (ie: the high places in the Spirit).
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Y ou see, thereisagresat priceto pay in order to be one of those 144,000. Walking with the Lamb inthe
high placesisn’t part of package deal Chrigtianity. It doesn’t come by reading and studying your Bible. It
doesn’t come from reading books and hearing messages and going to fellowships and Bible studies. It's
areward for those who arefanatical about remaining spiritualy pure. It sareward for thosewho ignore
thevoicesthat say if you refuse to havefellowship with other believers, you are areligious Pharisee and
a“holier-than-thou” type.

Purereligion and undefiled before God and the Father isthis, To visit the
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted
from the world.

James 1:27

The apostle James said that “ pure” religion, that isreligion that’ s* undefiled” in God’ seyes, isto keep
ourselves* ungpotted fromtheworld”. Christiansmake amockery of this passage every day becausethey
are not only not spotted by the world, they are in bed with the world night and day. Far from remaining
separate from the world, they are ddliberately mixing the world with their religion and in the process, they
are completely defiling themsdves. So far we have seen that our garments can be spotted by: (1) the flesh;
(2) by snor iniquity; (3) by the“women” in Revelaion 14:4; (4) by theworld; and (5) by whatever killed
the church at Sardis.

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish.

Ephesians 5:25-27

For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling
the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God?

Hebrews 9:13-14

It' sGod' sdesire that we be without “ spot” when the Lord returns. When Paul talks about God' s people
“not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing”, heisnot talking about our invisiblelega positionasa
result of being judtified, forgiven, and receiving the imputed righteousness of Jesus. He' stalking about the
same thing the writer of Hebrewsis talking about when he refersto the spiritual condition of God's
ultimate sacrificia Lamb—the Lord Jesus. Jesus offered Himself “without spot” unto God. He offered
Himself without sin, without iniquity. Throughout the Scripture, the term “spot” representssin or iniquity.
It represents the sin of the flesh. The same kind of spotlessness Jesus possessed isthe kind of spotlessness
we are to possess when He returns. We are talking about moral perfection—having no guile.
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Thewriter of Hebrewstalks about not having spotsin the context of the Passover lamb. In Old Testament
Israel, on the Feast of Passover, every house wasto offer alamb without blemish (spot). They would
separate the selected lamb from the rest of the flock and examine it for severa daysto make sure no
blemishes were even beginning to appear. After thelamb wasjudged to be completely pure, they would
then sacrificeit for the Passover meal. Jesusfulfilled al thetypes and shadows of this Old Testament
ceremony in every single detail.

Paul talks about not having spotsin the context of keeping our garments clean. That thisisthe caseisclear
fromtheterm*“wrinkle’, whichisjoined to theterm* spot”. Paul istalking about keeping our garmentsfree
of spotsand wrinkles or any thing elsethat would blemish them. But in both cases, theideaisidentical.
Both writersare talking about walking in absol ute spiritua purity. They are not talking about possessing
positional purity, which every true Christians enjoys. They are talking about spiritually pure speech;
siritudly purethoughts; spiritudly pure deeds; and spiritualy pure motives. They aretaking about living
aholy life. Thisiswhat Paul meant by what he said to Timothy:

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art
also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.
| give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and
before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good
confession; That thou keep this commandment without spot,
unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.

|. Timothy 6:12-14

Paul told Timothy to “keep this commandment without spot”. Exactly what commandment was hetelling
Timothy to keep without spot? The command to fight the good fight of faith and lay hold on eternd life.
Fighting thegood fight of faith and laying hold on eternd lifewould naturaly include dl the other things Paull
taught, and al the other orders Paul had given him throughout the epistle, relating both to the doctrine and
disciplineof thehouse of God, and hisofficeof preaching the Gospdl. Paul istdlling Timothy tolivehislife
and carry out his ministry “without spot”—to do these things free from sin and free from iniquity.

Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye
look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace,
without spot, and blameless.

Il. Peter 3:13-14

Thisisavery interesting passage because Peter istelling usit’ sour responsibility to “befound” in Christ
without spot and blamelesswhen Hereturns. He sayswe must “bediligent” that we are found spotlessand
blameless. In other words, it’ s up to usto make every effort to be found spotless. So the general concept
of the Scriptureisthat when we cometo Christ, we are given aclean spiritual garment. Aswe go through
lifeand grow in Christ, we are to keep those garments clean. But many timeswe alow our garmentsto get
spotted through the five thingswe just looked at. When we do, we need to wash them in the blood of the
Lamb to make them clean again. Thisiswhat John istalking about in the book of Revelation.
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And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are
arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? And | said unto him, S,
thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.

Revelation 7:13-14

The people John seesin thisvision had washed their robesin the blood of the Lamb and madethe white
AGAIN. Therobeswerewhite originally, but somewhere aong the way they allowed them to become
spotted or stained through the things we mentioned. However, when they went through grest tribulation,
that suffering made them get down to businesswith the L ord and over come the things that were spotting
their robes. Through true repentance and getting dead serious about thesething they gained the victory over
them and washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.

And | heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of
many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and regjoice, and give
honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in
fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of
saints.

Revelation 19:6-8

I’ vetouched on theideathat’ srelayed in this passage before, but | want tolook at it again and add alittle
something for you to think about. It saysthe wife has made hersalf ready for the marriage. In the context
of keeping our garments clean, thiswould strongly imply that the wife kept her garments clean—either by
not alowing the 5 thingswe mentioned to tarnish her garment, or by cleaning that garment assoon asit was
spotted by one of thosethings. But clearly, making ones sdlf ready for the marriage would include having
aclean garment at that time.

So when John saysit was granted that the wife: “...be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white...thisisa
reference to a second garment. She already has one garment that she has kept clean. Now sheisto be
given asecond garment, called finelinen. That second garment isclearly said to be* the righteousness of
saints’—or the righteous deeds or acts of the saints. So that second garment isareward for keeping the
first oneclean. Thefirst oneiskept clean by living aholy life; by living arighteouslife. The second garment
isthereward for living that kind of alive. Sheisgoing to wear her works. Sheisgoing to beclothed with
the glory that comesfrom living aholy life. Her reward isthelevel of glory and honor that results from
following after righteousness. And those who do not keep their garments clean will not recelve that second
garment. They will not receive the reward that goes with pursuing holiness.

So theissuewe face as believers—especialy in the last days—is keeping our garments clean. Theissue
wefaceiskeegping oursa ves ungpotted from the flesh, from sin or iniquity, from the“women” in Revelation,
from theworld, and from whatever killed the church a Sardis. It' sour job to “befound” in Christ without
spot when He comes.
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If we find that we are being spotted by any of these things, it’s our job to recognizeit. It's our job to
repent and ask God’ sforgivenessfor it. It’ sour job to get deadly serious and desperate about the issue
and plead with God to give usthe power and the determination to turn away from that thing and overcome
it. God will do Hispart if wewill do our part. Hewill do that which we can never do by our own strength.
But He demands that we do our part. If we don't, you can be sure He will let us sink deeper and deeper
into the pit we are trying to craw out of.

Now, there’ sisonemorething that defilesthe believer, andit’ sdemon spirits. That’ sthereason they are
caled* unclean” spiritsthroughout the New Testament, and particulary the Gospels. Every demon spirit,
regardless of what kind of spirititis, isspiritualy unclean—and any demon spirit that movesin thelife of
abdiever makesthat bdiever unclean. Right now, the most dangerous kind of unclean spiritswe face are
religious spirits. The reason they are the most dangerous onesis simply because they are the least
recognized type of spirits, even by those who understand that Christians can walk under theinfluence of
demon spirits. Even solid deliverance ministriesthat | have known down through the years have dmaost no
understanding of how to recognize the religious spirits that have been unleashed in this hour.

One of the reasons God' s people have noideawhat these religious spirits are capable of doing, and they
can’t even recognize them, because they are reading the warnings of Jesus about the abomination of
desolation with the carnal mind instead of by the Spirit.

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him
understand:) Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: Let
him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his
house: Neither let himwhichisin the field return back to take his clothes.

Matthew 24:15-18

All Chrigtians have been told that the “abomination of desolation” was either the destruction of Jeruslem
in 70AD by theRomans, or it will bealiterd idol, set up in the Holy Place of re-built templein Jerusalem
inthelast days. The political Antichrist—who Isragl will receive astheir Messiah—will take away the
Levitica sacrificesthat will be re-established once the Templeisrebuilt, and he will set hisown image up
in the Temple. Thisview is based on the prophesies of Daniel, which Jesus was alluding to:

And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of
strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the
abomination that maketh desolate. And such as do wickedly against the
covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their
God shall be strong, and do exploits...And from the time that the daily
sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate
set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.

Daniel 11:31-32 & 12:11
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Thefirst view of thisabomination—that it cons sted of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romansin 70
AD—isfasebecausetheangd clearly saysthat it therewill bea3Y2year period of time between thisevent
and thereturn of the Lord. Clearly, the abomination of desolation—whatever itis—takesplaceinthefina
years of this present age.

Asfor theideathat the abominationisalitera statue of Antichrist that’sset upin aliterd re-build Temple
inJerusdem, | believethisiswrong aswdll. | give you my reason in aminute. But thereisasecond reason
people don’t understand what the abomination is. That reason is because they have been taught that being
abeiever automaticaly precludesthe possbility of having demon spirits operatein our lives. Thefamiliar
cliché “aChrigtian cannot have ademon” carrieswith it the connotation that we cannot even come under
theinfluence of one. Preachers areloath to admit that evil spirits can still work in believers and through
believers—and even overcome usif we play games with God.

Thesetwo errors—that the abomination isadrictly literal event, involving astoneidol and astonetemple
Y2 years after the rapture; and also the error that cannot be overcome by evil spirits—make it utterly
impossible for God’ s people to understand what’ s happening right now.

For many centuries, Satan has been working through religious leadersto build adoctrina “yellow brick
road” away from thefaith that was*once delivered to the saints’ (Jude1:3). Line uponline, error upon
error; each doctrina brick of error hashad a specific purpose. Each has been designed to perfectly fit the
errorslaid down beforeit. Each one has taken multitudes further and further away from the truth and
prepared them to embrace acounterfeit Christ inthelast days of thisage. Thetwo bricks of error | just
referred to—a Christian can’t come under the influence of demon spirits, and the abominationisalitera
idol to be placed in alitera temple—have put the mgjority of believersin such aframe of mind that they
are not even capable of considering the possibility that we are the “temple’ that isto be defiled. They
wouldn'’t tolerate for amoment the ideathat the abomination of desolation isbeing set up in the Church.
To them, thisis absolutely impossible.

Weéll, I’'m heretotell you that thisis exactly what Daniel, Jesus and Paul were talking about when they
warned us of these things. What we are witnessing today is the beginning of the fulfillment of Daniel’s
prophesy concerning theremoval of the daily sacrifice and the setting up of the abomination of desolation
in the Holy Place.

Oneof thethings peoplerefuseto consider when they read the Old Testament prophetsisthat God spoke
to them in termsthey werefamiliar with. God did not speak to them about thingslike the coming Church
or the “body” of Christ in New Testament terms. He spoke to them in Old Testament terms. So when
they talk about something likethe temple or the sanctuary inthelast days, they aretalking in termsthat they
know and understand. The understanding that under the New Testament, God’ s temple and sanctuary
would no longer be a stone building but a corporate body of believers, was not given to them.

When weread what they say about templesand sacrificesand variousthingsinthelast days, it suptous
to trandate those terms into our present redity. God doesn’t expect usto view these thingswith an Old
Testament mind-set or frame of reference. The Hebrews feasts, commandments, rituals, sacrifices, holy
days and convocations, the Tabernaclewith al itsfurniture, and the Temples, areclearly said to bethe
SHADOW of thingsto come (Col. 2:16-17; Heb. 10:1). All these things represent New Testament realities
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and experiences. We are not supposed interpret the things of the Old Testament with an Old Testament
mind-set or in an Old Testament theologica framework. We are supposed to interpret themin light of the
realities of the New Testament.

What thismeansisthat the Old Testament terms“temple’” and “ sanctuary” —when they are being spoken
of inaprophetic way regarding thelast days—are not to be interpreted in their most literal and narrow
sense. They areto be understood according to present New Testament realities—and that redlity is, we
the temple of God under the New Testament; we are the sanctuary of God under the New Testament.
There is no other temple or sancurary!

For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are
the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God for us:

Hebrews 9:24

Thewriter of Hebrewstdls usthe Tabernacle of Moseswasa*“figure’ of the“true’ Tabernaclein heaven.
Thisappliesto the Temple of Solomon and Herod aswell, for those Temples were mere copies of the
origina TabernacleintheWilderness. All thesetemples—including the one described in Ezekie—were
merely arepresentation of spiritual realitiesin heaven. It hasawaysbeen the intention of God to make
those spiritud redities, physca redities. Thisiswhy, while the Jewish peoplewere il building the Second
Temple, theL ord spoke prophetically through Zechariah of another, yet-future Templewhich the L ord
Himself would build:

And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying,
Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of
his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD.

Zechariah 6:12

Inthe Old Testament, the Tabernacle and Templeswere only temporary accommodations until thereal
temple—thebody of Christ—could start being built. Thisiswhy both Stephen and the Apostle Paul said
God doesnot dwell in temples made by men (Acts7:47-48 & 17:24). Litera templeswere the shadow; the
body of Christisthereality. Oncethereality has been established there’ sno going back to the shadow.
Godwill never alow another Jewish templeto bebuilt with arecongtituted L evitica Priesthood and anima
sacrifices. So whenever you read things about the“temple” or “sacrifices’ inthelast days, just know that
you are dealing with spiritual realities, not carnal realities.

Therefore when you see the 'abomination of desolation,” spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him
under stand),

Matthew 24:15 NKJV
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I’'vesaid thisbefore but it needs repesating. Any rebuilt templewould be along the same basic linesasthe
other templesof Isragl. It would be divided into the Outer Court, the Holy Place, and the Holy of Holies.
No political Antichrist would set hisimage up in the“Holy Place because the Holy of Holieshasaways
represented the place and presence of God. Any image would be set up in the Holy of Holies because that
iswhat the symbolism would require. Thetrue God dwellsinthe Holy of Holies. A usurper would never
settle for having hisimage in alesser placein that Temple.

Something ese most people don't ever seem to congder when they look at thiswholeissueisthe fact that
evenif the Jewsdid succeed in rebuilding the Templeand re-ingtituting anima sacrifices, they would do so
in unbelief and rebellion. Do you really think God would refer to atemple that’s been financed and
constructed by Christ-hating Jewswho have made apact with Antichrist, “His” Temple? Please! Sucha
temple, and the commencement of animal sacrifices which would go aong with it, would be an utter
abomination to God and it would only anger Him.

Inorder for atempleto be desecrated, it would first haveto be holy and spiritudly pure. Unbelieving Jews
who signacovenant with Antichrist will never be ableto produce anything holy or spiritually pure—of that
you can be sure! So the whole ideathat Antichrist could desecrate atemple that would already be a
desecration inthe eyesof heaven, isstupid. Theideathat apolitician could make atemple that wasalready
an abomination in the eyes of God, a further abomination, isillogical.

Any templethat’ sbuilt by unbelieving Jewswiththe help of a Antichrist will be an abomination beforethe
first stoneislaid. It will be acomplete desecration beforethefirst animal sacrificeiskilled. Hello? Y ou
can't make something that is already an abomination, an abomination; and you can’t desecrate something
that has already been desecrated!

Let no man deceive you by any means. for that day shall not come, except
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of
perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God,
or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is God.

I1. Thessalonians 2:3-4

Almost dl Chrigtianswho read this passage autometically assume Paul wasta king about an political leader
taking hisseat inarebuilt Jewish templein Jerusalem. But when you understand the revel ation God gave
the apostle Paul regarding thetrue (corporate) nature of God' stemple, you' Il understand that Paul would
never, never cal any future stone temple—much lessone built by Antichrist'—the“temple of God’. To
do so would beadenial of the very revelation God gave him. Again, such atemple and everything related
to it would be an unclean, spiritual abomination. Sothere sno way Paul would ever refer to such an edifice
as “the temple of God".

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?
|. Corinthians 3:16
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What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God's.

I. Corinthians 6:19-20

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens
with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth
unto an holy templein the Lord: In whomye also are builded together for
an habitation of God through the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19-22

Onthe Day of Pentecogt, the Temple at Jerusalem ceased being God'stemple. Never again will God put
avighble manifestation of Hispresencein or on abuilding. Never again will abuilding function as, or be
cdled, thetemple of God. We are the ones Antichrist wantsto st in. We are the temple he wantsto defile.

Look through the New Testament and you will find that Paul never refersto the then-present Temple at
Jerusalem asthe “temple of God”. He dways callsit “the temple’—period (Acts 22:17; 24:12& 18; 25:8;
26:21; 1. Cor. 9:13). Do you know why he never calsit the temple of God? Because herealized it ceased
being the temple of God after the resurrection of Jesus. On the Day of Pentecost, the Temple at Jerusalem
ceased being God'stemple. Never again will God put avisible manifestation of His presencein or ona
literal building. Never again will aliteral building function as, or be called, the temple of God.

Thiswasthereveation God gave Paul nearly 2000 years ago. He showed Paul that the historical temples
were only temporary types and shadows of the true temple Hewould eventualy build Himsdf—atemple
inwhich Hewill dwell for dl eternity. He showed Paul that thistemplewould be amany-membered group
of people cdled the body of Christ and one new man. It would be comprised of eect Jewsand Gentiles,
and it would manifest dl the different facets of God' s divine nature. Through thisreveation, Paul cameto
understand that it’ s the presence of God—and the presence of God al one—that makes something His
temple. Once that presence has gone, that thing is no longer the temple of God.

Now, if Paul wouldn’'t call the Temple of his day the temple of God, why on earth do we think hewould
cdl afuturetemple, whichwill actualy bethetemple of Antichrist and an spiritual abomination, thetemple
of God? We are the temple of God, my friends. We are the temple this religious spirit (Antichrist) is
seeking to defile. We are the place in which this powerful religious spirit istrying to take his seat.

Interestingly enough, inthe old pre-trib rgpture movie series, “ A Thief In The Night”, they had the Antichrist
gttinginthe Holy of Holies—whichisthe only logica placeto have him, though that’ s not where Jesus said
the abomination would stand. Jesus said the abomination would stand in the “Holy Place”. The Old
Testament Holy Placein the Tabernaclerepresentsthe Spirit-filled life of New Testament believers. It
representsthe place of supernatural power and manifestation of the Holy Spirit. When we say thisor that
personiswalkinginthe Holy Place, we are saying that they have not only been born again, but they have
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a0 been baptized in theHoly Spirit. The Holy Place represents moving in the redlm of supernaturd gifts,
revelation, ministry and power—and thisis exactly where you find the greatest manifestations of the spirit
of Antichrist inthishour. Thisrdigious spirit isbrazenly manifesting itsalf in Pentecostal and Charismatic
circles among those who are open to the supernatural moving of God.

What most of God' s (Pentecostal or Charismatic) people don’t understand—or in some cases, what they
refuse to accept whenyou try to tell them—isthat anyone who is open to the supernatural moving of the
Holy Spirit in these daysisin danger of being deceived by therdligious spiritsthat have been granted the
power to counterfeit all those things.

What | said last week bears repeating—most of God' s people still don't redlize that Satan hasbeen ona
leash during this present age. However, inthefina hoursof thisage God will let him off thet leash. Thisis
what Paul istalking about when he says. “ For the mystery of lawlessnessis already at work; only he
who now restrains {will do so} until heis taken out of the way” (11. Thess. 2:7 NAS). For 2000 years,
God has been “restraining” Satan from using hisfull power and potential for deception. But that |eash has
now come off, and Satan isbeing alowed to do things he has never been dlowed to do before, in therealm
of deception and counterfeiting the things of God.

Y ou can tell when people don’'t have agrip on what’ s happening because they continue to say the main
battle we are facing is the battle against the “flesh”—which smply isn't true, unlessyou are atrue-blue
Fundamentalist and you have rejected the whole supernatural realm. Inthat case, your main battle will
probably bewith the flesh. But anyone who is open to the moving of God' s Spirit needsto understand that
there has been a shift in the spirit realm and the whole game has changed.

| can tell when someone doesn’t have aclue regarding what’ s happening because they will tell peopleto
keep their minds of heavenly and spiritua things, but they won't warn them to be careful becausereligious
gpirits can replicate and duplicate dl those * heavenly” things. Y ou see, theissueis no longer asmple matter
of choosing between thinking on thingsthat are carna or thinking on thingsthat are spiritua; or between
pursuing thingswhich are carnd and pursuing thingswhich are spiritual. Everything spiritud that you can
pursue or think about can be counterfeited. Now we have to not only choose between thingsthat are carna
and thingsthat are piritud; we al'so must choose between spiritud thingsthat arereal and spiritua things
that are counterfeit.

Thisiswhy so many genuine believers are going down right now. They do not understand Satan can
counterfeit the things of God. They don’'t understand he can counterfeit the voice of God; they don’t
understand he can counterfeit the supernatural gifts of God; they don’t understand he can counterfeit the
fruits of the Spirit; they don’t understand he can counterfeit anything the Spirit of God can do inyour life.

Evenwhenthey are presented with thetruth, most peopletill rgject it becausethey don't havethegutsto
faceit. They can't live with such an unpleasant reality. Of course, no one’ sgoing to admit they aretoo
scared to accept the truth—they are much too proud to admit that. Instead, what they do isthey start
pulling out their favorite doctrines to prove that the warning you are sounding isabit over the top. One of
those doctrinesisthe sovereignty of God. A woman who went on averba rampage against me because
| dared to suggest that right now, our “flesh” isnot our greatest enemy, threw the sovereignty argument at
me in her 7-page rebuke. She wrote:
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“l find it very troubling that you have painted a picture of Satan as being a ‘god-like’ entity.
Yes, he is a powerful, spiritual being, one that we are no match for, but my understanding
is that he can only do those things that GOD allows him to do, (i.e. Job).”

It never ceasesto amaze mehow peoplewill quote only those portions of Scripture which happen to match
their views. Of courseit’ s true, Satan can only do the things God allows him to do because God is
sovereign over al Hiscreation, including Satan. But that’ sonly half thetruth. The other half of thetruth,
which this woman and all those like her like to forget (or ignore), is the fact that according to the
Scripture—not according to Dan Mace but according to the Scripture—in the last days, God is going to
“dlow” Satan to overcome many genuine believers (Dan. 7:20-22 & Rev. 13:5-7). What thiswoman and all
thoselike her seemto forget (or ignore) isthefact that according to the Scripture—not according to Dan
Mace but according to the Scripture—in the last days, God will “alow” Satan to take hisseat in many of
those who comprise His “templ€e” (i1. Thess. 2:4) and His “sanctuary” (Dan. 8:13).

What do you think the differenceis between the oneswho end up deceived and the oneswho don’t? The
difference between these two groups of BELIEVERS hasto do with the CHOICES they make asthey
walk through thislife. It’ sthe choicesyou and | make, not God' ssovereignty, that will determinewhich
group of saintsweend upin, inthelast days. So if you' rewise, youwon’'t place your security in thefact
that God is sovereign over Satan because His sovereignty won't ever sop you from making wrong choices
that will eventually cause you to be defeated. His sovereignty won't ever stop you from making wrong
choices that will eventually lead you into the arms of Antichrist and eternal destruction.

Let metell you my friends: the battlewe are now facing with thesereligious spiritsis much more dangerous
than the battle we are facing with the “flesh”. Anyone who doesn't seethat isblind; and it may bethat they
are blinded by the very same religious spirits I’ m talking about.

So wered |y need to add these spiritsto our list of thingswhich can defile our garments. Ask God to give
you wisdom and understanding in thiswhole areabecause | can assureyou, you are being touched by these
kindsof spiritsall thetime. They arevery activeinthelivesand ministries of believersright now—and they
don’'t dwayslook likethe kind of stuff you seein a Todd Bentley meeting. Many timesthey look just like
thereal thing. They can look right and they can fedl right. And many people are being defiled by them at
thisvery minute because they don’t believe they are athreat, and they wouldn’'t know how to recognize
them even if they did think they were a danger.

Pure religious before the Father isto keegp oursel ves unspotted from anything and everything that is not of

God—and that includesrdigiousthings are not of God, and fellow believerswho are themselves mixed
up in things that defile them.
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