THE WOMAN & MANCHILD

Once again, thisweek | was planning on doing a study on the heart, the soul, and the flesh nature, but
something was brought to my attention which really grieved me, so much so, | feel compelled to speak
about it tonight. But before| begin | need to say “I’'m sorry” to brother Bill, who told me hewasredly
looking forward to the study | was planning to do. Don’t worry, eventualy | will do it.

| want to share alittle something with you al, but I hope it doesn’t sound like I’ m tooting my own horn
becauseinmy heart, I'm certainly not. In my heart, | give God all the glory whenever He usesmeto help
another brother or sister in Christ. Thelast few weeks| havereally been hammering away at some of the
errorsof certain people, who | believe have been seduced by religious spirits. It was not my desireto do
this. Inmysdlf, | had other things | wanted to teach on thelast month, but | felt compelled to exposethese
dangerous errors. Asit turns out, there weretwo people who, without realizing it, had come under the
influence of thevery things| havebeen exposing. They do not attend the chat room sessions, but they do
read my notes occasionally. The Lord used what | have been sharing to open their eyes to what was
happening and they have both come out from under the influence of those errors.

Also, | know that before the eection, | said | wasn't going to be getting on here every week and ranting
about how terrible things are getting under Der Fuhrer, but | would like to make just afew comments
about wherel think we are headed. | believewewill soon beunder Martia Law inthisnation. It could be
precipitated by thetota economic collagpsethat’scoming. Or it could come asaresult of what' s happening
inthesouthern part of the country and Caifornia, whereMexican bandits, gangs, andillegd immigrantsare
causing such chaos and anarchy, the local and state police can no longer handle them. Or it could come
asaresult of thecivil and/or racia war that’ sbeen brewing inthiscountry for years, which the policies of
Der Fuhrer will certainly ignite. Or it could come as aresult of aterrorist strike, which is much more
probable now that Der Fuhrer islicking the boots of Muslims, everywhere.

Asl said afew months back, “the end of our world iscoming, very quickly’ and thereis nothing we can
do about it. It'sout of our control, and what everyone sees coming will come, unless God stepsin, and for
Hisown sovereign purpose decidesto delay theinevitable. So | encourage everyoneto make surewe are
ready spiritually for what liesahead. Thereisreally no kind of natural preparation we can make that will
sustain usfor any length of time through the chaos and social upheaval that’s coming. If we areto be
sustained over the long haul, it will have to be through supernatural means.

And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome
them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and
nations. And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose
names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world. If any man have an ear, let him hear. He that
leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword
must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the
saints.

Revelation 13:7-10
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In Revelation chapter thirteen, you see adescription of thefind beast government rising up. Johntellshow
this beast government will makewar with the saints and overcome many of them. Hea so tellshow al the
worldwill not just wonder after the beast but “worship” it. The people of the nationswill not care onebit
that the beast iskilling the saints. It isat this point that John says. “ Hereisthe patience and the faith of
the saints’ —and then warns that those who kill with the sword will be killed by the sword.

In other words, when thisterribletime begins, when everywhereyou turn, good isbeing called evil and evil
isbeing caled good, when true Chrigtians are being shut out of society and persecuted, when evil ishaving
aheyday andiswinningon all fronts; that’ sthetimewhen the saintsmust have patience and faith. That’s
the time when we must resist the urge to fight evil with evil, or the urge to go out and kill the evil-doers.
That' sthe time when you have to know deep in your heart that al thisis being allowed by God and that
itispart of Hisover-al plantolet the cup of iniquity cometo itsfulness so He can establish Hiskingdom.
So my point issmply this: inthe coming days, don't let all the evil you are about to witness (or even
experience) drive you crazy. Rather, let it drive you deeper into Jesus.

| just wanted to share that with you because even though | focus on getting free and staying freeform all
therdigiousspiritsand dl thedoctrind errorsthat are overcoming God' s peopleright now, I’ m not ignorant
of what’s happening in the real world. The reason | focus on spiritual mattersis because remaining
gpiritudly pure, remaining undecelved, and being spiritually prepared for what's coming isthe only thing
you and | have any power to affect or change. Our choiceswill determinewhether or not weremain pure.
Our choiceswill determinewhether or not we are kept from deception. Our choiceswill determinewhether
or not we are spiritualy prepared to face the coming events. We have no choice concerning what's
happening in theworld or in our nation. None of uscan do athing to stop the rise of the Global Police
State. So, whileit’ snot wrong to know what’ s happening to this nation and so forth, it won't profit usto
sit around and fret about things we can't stop.

Now, as| said, something was brought to my attention this week which was very grieving to me, and it
concerns a message one of my fellow watchmen gave the other week. In that message, this brother
denounced as error thewholeideathat the “manchild”’ in Revelation chapter twelveisagroup of saints.
After believing the manchild represents agroup of believerswithin the overal Church, and even teaching
thistruth publicly for atime, he now believesthiswas al an error and that he has been under awrong
influence regarding the whole issue.

I’m sure mogt of you in thisroom know who | am referring to. So let me say right up front that | am not
trying to start apublic war between this brother and myself. Neither am | trying to turn people against him.
My only concernisfor God' struth. Y ou can say it sjust my “perception” of thetruthif you like—that's
fine. But | believeit’ smore than just my perception of truth. I think it's God' struth, and as such, | believe
it needs to be defended.

I”’m not going to mention the brother’ s name because many of those who listen to the chat room messages
from off the web ste will have no idea who | am talking about—and | think that’ sthe way it should be.
However, thereisno point in trying to be coy with those of you in the room who already know who | am
talking about. Just let me say one more time; the issue for meisthetruth. | believe God is asking meto
defend HIStruth. You dl havefreewills Y ou aredl freeto choose which of thetwo views of the manchild
you will accept. | won't hate you if you choose not to accept the one | present tonight.
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L et me begin with some genera observationsregarding the variousinterpretations of Revelation. Y ou
probably al know this, but there arefour schoolsof interpretation regarding thisbook. Thefour different
viewsare: (1) the Preterist view; (2) theHistoricist view; (3) theldealist view; and (4) the Futurist view.

Preteris — Theterm“Preterist” comesfrom Latinword “ pragter” which means*® past”. Thisview holds
that the eventsin Revelation werefulfilled in John'stime, and that it was written primarily to provide hope
and comfort to thefirst century church, which was persecuted by Rome. For example, thisview interprets
the beasts of Revelation thirteen asImperid Rome and the Imperia Priesthood. The Preterist view isheld
by many modern scholars.

Higtoriciss — TheHistorica view holdsthat the eventsin Revelation are asurvey of church history (in
symbolic or dlegorica language) from the First Century up to the Second Coming of Jesus. Thisview was
held by most of the Reformers, so it dominated Protestant Christianity for many centuries. However, this
view hasbeen largely discounted asit does not adequately addressthe prophesy inthe Revelation. The
Higtoricist view isreflected in mogt of the older commentaries, many of which are now in the public domain
andareeasly bleon the Internet. Thesewould includetheworksof John Knox, Martin Luther, John
Calvin, John Wed ey, Jonathan Edwards, George Whitefield, C. H. Spurgeon, Matthew Henry, Adam
Clarke and Albert Barnes.

|dealist — Theldedist view maintainsthat the eventsin Revelation are not predictive prophecy, but are
merely asymbolic portrait of the cosmic conflict between the forces of good and evil. Inthisview the
eventsin Revelation become just a collection of stories designed to teach us spiritua truths. Some refer to
this method of interpretation as “spiritual”.

Futurist — The Futurist view seesthe eventsin Revelation as end-time events which will take place
immediately preceding the return of the Lord, aswell asduring and after Hisreturn. They spesk of alitera
kingdom that isto be established on this earth for athousand years on this present earth; followed by the
creation of anew heaven and new earth. The Futurist approach has enjoyed arevival since the 19"
Century—particularly withtherise of Dispensationalism—andiswidely held among Evangelical stoday.

For those who may beinterested, at the end of thisstudy | have provided alist of various commentators,
Bibleteachers, Pastorsand authorswho have becomerdatively famous down through theyears, and which
view of Revelation they hold.

Of coursg, |, asdo most of you | suspect, holdto thefuturist view of Revelation. | believe that most of
the things Jesus described to John after chapter four of that book pertain to the very end of this present
Church Age. They will take place—and are even now beginning to take place—just before the physical,
literal, return of the Lord, and they will continueto take place on into the next age (whichisthe Kingdom
Age), and into the age beyond that (which istheage of the New World), after the Great White Throne
judgement transpires.

Aswe begin our study, | want you to take particular notice of alittle phrase that most people seem to
ignore (for whatever reason), whichisvery important, which should govern our whole approach to the
book. It’ s repeated twice, which should tell usthat it isimportant. The first instance of this phraseisinthe
first chapter of Revelation:
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And when | saw him, | fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; | amthefirst and the last: | am he that
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and
have the keys of hell and of death. Write the things which thou hast seen,
and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter.
Revelation 1:17-19

When Jesus gppearsto John, the Lord tellshim to writethe thingshe HAS seen, and thethingswhich ARE,
and thethingsthat SHALL BE HEREAFTER. Thethingshe*hasseen” isareferenceto the coming and
the appearance of Jesus. The Lord wanted John to tell the brethren what He looked like and so
forth—which he did; which is the content of chapter one.

Thethings“which are” concernsthelettersto the seven churches of AsiaMinor, which Jesuswas about
to dictate to John—which again, he did; which are the contents of chapters two and three. The things
“which are” concern the present condition of the churches at that time and the eventsin the societiesin
which those churches had been planted. Thethings“which are” asoincludethe contentsof chapter four,
where Johnis caught up inthe spirit-redlm and seesthe throne of God and al the heavenly cregtures. Now,
at the beginning of chapter four, please notice what is said:

After this| looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first
voice which | heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which
said, Come up hither, and | will shew thee things which must be
hereafter. And immediately | was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was
set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.

Revelation 4:1-2

John hears avoicewhich saysheisgoing to be shown thingswhich “ must be hereafter”. So that’ sTWICE
Johnistold heisgoing to be shown thingswhich will cometo passin thefuture. That is, in the future from
hisday. Chapter one of Reve ation pertainsto the thingswhich John HAS seen; chapterstwo through four
pertain to thethings WHICH ARE (ie: presently in John’ sday); and chapters five onwards pertain to the
thingsthat SHALL BE HEREAFTER (ie: after John’stime).

Thisisavery important point to keep in mind as you proceed through the book of Revelation because
everything that’ s described after chapter four, happensafter John’ stime. Again, everything John was
about to see was going to happen in the future. So when you get to chapter twelve, and John describesthe
woman and the manchild, these were future eventsfrom hisday; not past events, not even present events,
but future events. That’s a pretty hard fact to deny, or get around, or explain away.

Thereisone more very important thing to understand when we read the book of Revelation; and if we
don’'t understand this, wearegoing to get al kindsof crazy ideas and interpretations asto the meaning of
al these visonsand symbolic language. Thereisamgor divison of the book at the end of chapter eleven.
At theend of chapter eleven you have* the end”—the blowing of the seventh trumpet, whichisthe*last”
trumpet. When you have some sparetime, look back in chapter eight of Revelation and you will seethat
thereare THREE “woes’ spoken of by theangd. Thesethreewoe sareactudly the LAST THREE (#five,
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six and seven) of the SEVEN trumpets (See: Rev. 8:12-13). These last three woes (or trumpets) run from
Revedaion 9:1to Revelation 11:19. The FIFTH trumpet (angd) soundsin Rev. 9:1. Thisisthetrumpet that
opensthebottomlesspit and releasesaswarm of locust-like creatures. Rev. 9:12 says. “ Onewoeis past;
and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter”. The two more “woe's’ are the last two trumpets
(#6and 7). The SIXTH trumpet (angd) soundsin Rev. 9:13; and everything from chapter 9:13 to chapter
11:14 makes up the sixth trumpet. Thisincludes:

(2) Theloosing of the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates, which were prepared for an
hour, and aday, and amonth, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.

(2) A mighty angel who is clothed with a cloud, arainbow on his head, his face like the sun, hisfeet like as
pillars of fire, comes down from heaven with alittle book in his hand, which tells John to eat the book, and
that he will have to Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.
The angel has hisright foot on sea his left foot on the earth, and when he cried with aloud voice, seven
thunders uttered their voices.

(3) The ministry and martyrdom of the Two Witnesses company.

Immediately after the Two Witnessesarerai sed, theangel says. “ The second woeispast; and, behold,
the third woe cometh quickly” (Rev. 11:14). The third “woe” is the seventh trumpet. The SEVENTH
trumpet (angel) soundsin Rev. 11:15, but the description of this trumpet is actually back in Revelation
chapter ten. When thelast (seventh) angel soundsthelast trumpet, John said he saw the angel that was
standing on the seaand on theland, raise hisright hand to heaven and swore by the name of the Lord thet:
“...there will be no more delay! But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his
trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the
prophets’ (Rev. 10:5-7).

In other words, everything you read from Revelation 11:20 to Revelation 19:1 does not follow the last trumpet
chronologicaly. Y ou can’'t have the end of thisage taking placetwice. Thereisonly one END of thisage.
The chapters of Revelation which follow the seventh trumpet don’t actually follow that trumpet. Rather,
those chapters overlap back into the preceding chapters. What you are reading from the end of chapter
eleven to chapter nineteen are the events that take place in the same time frame as chapter eight through
eleven. The angdl isfilling in the blanks, so to speak. Heis simply adding more information to the overall
sketch that has just been drawn.

So, if you were to read all these chaptersin chronological order, the next thing you would read after
Revelation 11:20 would be Revelation 19: 1. Everything in between these chapters overlaps back into the
previous chapters. What you are seeing is different views and additional information regarding the same
eventsthat will transpireduring thefinal 3%2yearsof thisage. What dl thismeansisthat thevision of the
woman and the manchild is actually part of one of the seven trumpets.

| won't say which trumpet it' s part of, or give you the reasonswhy | think that particular oneistheright
one, since that’s not my point. My point isthat chapter twelve of Revelation overlaps back into the
preceding chapters, and those preceding chapters are the events of the seven trumpets during the last 3%
years of this age. The key time frame to keep in mind is that three and a half years.

Let me give you a couple clear examples of this overlapping backwards.
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And | stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea,
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and
upon his heads the name of blasphemy. And the beast which | saw was like
unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the
mouth of alion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great
authority. And | saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his
deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. And
they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they
wor shipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to
make war with him?

Revelation 13:1-4

And | will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a
thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These
are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God
of the earth. And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their
mouth, and devoureth their enemies. and if any man will hurt them, he must
in thismanner be killed. These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not
in the days of their prophecy: and have power over watersto turn themto
blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. And
when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth
out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall
overcome them, and kill them.

Revelation 11:3-7

In chapter thirteen of Revelation, John is shown therise of the Beast and the Fal se Prophet. In chapter
€leven that same Beast hasalready killed the Two Witnesses after their 3%2year ministry. What doesthis
tell you?It tellsyou that even though the Beast isnot initialy seenrisng up from theseauntil thethirteenth
chapter, inredlity, it’ salready been in existence and controlling the world, back in chapter even. In other
words, there is an overlapping backwardsin these chapters. Chapter thirteen overlaps back into the
preceding chapters.

Another example of this overlapping back can be seen in chapter twelve itself.

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod
of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. And the
woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God,
that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore
days.

Revelation 12:5-6

Notice how thetext flows here. John said that once the child is born of the woman, the woman fleesinto
the wilderness, where a place has been prepared for her. Then war breaks out in heaven:
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And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the
dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither
wastheir place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast
out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him. And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his
Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them
before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives
unto the death.

Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the
inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you,
having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. And
when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the
woman which brought forth the man child. And to the woman were
given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness,
into her place, where sheisnourished for atime, and times, and half a
time, from the face of the serpent. And the serpent cast out of his mouth
water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried
away of the flood. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened
her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his
moulth.

Revelation 12:7-16

John saysthat once the manchild is caught up into heaven, war breaks out and the Dragon is cast out of
heaven once and for dl. Once the Dragon redizes he has been cast out of heaven, he becomesfurious and
tries to destroy the woman. Then, the women is given two wings to fly into the wilderness.

But wait! Thewomen already fledinto the wildernessback in verse six! Did thewomen comeback infrom
the wilderness after verse six, and now sheisfleeing to that same wildernessagain a second time? Of
coursenot! Everything from verse seven to verse sixteen actualy takes place between versefiveand six.
It overlaps backwards. In versefive, the woman births the manchild and it is caught up to God. Then
verses seven through sixteen take place. Then the women flees into the wilderness.

Again, first theangd shows John an outline or an overview of some event. Then hefillsin the blanks. He
shows John other thingsthat will also take placein that same event and during that sametimeframe. First
comes the outline—then there isan overlapping back in order tofill in the details of that outline. In this
ingtance, theangd first gives John theoutline of thewoman bringing forth the manchild andthen fleeing to
thewilderness. Then he goesback and fillsin some moredetails of what will also happen at that same
time. The details of verses seven through sixteen overlap backwards into the previous verses.

Now, letslook at thevisonitsdf. | have gone over thisbefore, but it needsto be said again because of the
confuson that comesfromingsting that thewoman inthisvisonisNationd 1sradl and the manchild isJesus.
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The ONLY WAY you can support thisview isby inserting a period of 2000 years between the time the
child is caught up to the throne, and the time the woman flees into the wilderness. Otherwise, the rest of
what is said about the woman makes no senseat dl, and in fact, becomes absurd. When you read the entire
twelfth chapter andtry tofit al of it—not just the manchild’ shirth, but dl of it—into apurely naturd Israel
scenario, it smply doesn’'t work. Too many things don’t fit and are out of place.

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the
sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve
stars. And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be
delivered. And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations
with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his
throne. And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred
and threescore days. And there waswar in heaven: Michael and his angels
fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And
prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the
great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him.

Revelation 12:1-9

I”’m going to try and establish once and for dl that John is not referring here to the historica event of Jesus
being born out of Nationd Isradl. The Woman isnot Nationa |sragd—it’ sthe Church. The manchild isnot
the Person, Jesus—it’ saremnant of the Church, who have come out of the Church. That thisisnot a
picture of Jesus coming out of National Israel is very clear for the following reasons:

~TheWoman isclothed the Sun. The sunis her raiment. The sun isthe garment that she has on—and
the sun, of course, pointsto Jesus Christ and hisrighteousness. Paul said: “For as many of you as have
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). Jesus Himsdlf isthe sun. Heisthelight of the
world. TheLordiscaled*thesun of righteousness’ inMalachi 4:2. It saysthat unto you thet fear Hisname,
the Sun of righteousnesswill arise—that is, ariseon you. The Sonisgoing to shinein you and through you
and upon you. In Matthew 17:2, when Jesuswastransfigured, Hisface shone like the sun. Revelation 1:.16
says. “And he had in hisright hand seven stars. and out of his mouth went a shar p two-edged sword:
and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength” .

The righteousness and glory of Jesus Christ is compared to the sun over and over again in the Scripture.
It sthe Church, not Nationa Isradl, which hasbeen CLOTHED with Christ and Hisrighteousness. It' sthe
Church, not national Israel, which has been given the revelation (light) of Jesus Christ.

~TheWoman travailsin birth. Thisisvery interesting because even though there are placesin the Old
Testament where Nationa Isradl isseenintravail and distress, these are the result of her rebellion and sin.
Sheisintravail because God hasjudged her and sheisin bondage to the nations she has played the harlot
with. However, when it comes to bringing forth the Deliverer, or the Messiah for the nation, the Old
Testament says just the opposite of what is pictured in Revelation chapter twelve.
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Hear the word of the LORD, yethat tremble at hisword; Your brethren that
hated you, that cast you out for my name's sake, said, Let the LORD be
glorified: but he[ie: Messiah] shall appear to your joy, and they shall be
ashamed. A voice of noise from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice
of the LORD that rendereth recompence to his enemies. Before she
travailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, she was delivered of
a man child.

Isaiah 66:5-7

BEFORE shetravailed, prophesied Isaiah, Isragl would bring froth a* manchild”. BEFORE her pain came,
shewould bring forth her Messiah. If the woman in Revelation chapter twelveisNationd Isradl, then a
crystal clear prophecy regarding the birth of God’s Messiah has failed and your Bibleisalie!

~TheWoman stands on the Moon. The moon is symbolic of the Old Testament economy. Just asthe
Moon borrowsitslight from the Sun, so the Law and Prophets were not the light of the New Testament,
but amerereflection of it. All thetypes and shadows of the Law and the Jewish ceremonies arefulfilled
in Christ and realized by the Church. The Tabernacle and al its vessals; they al point to Christ. The
sacrifices point to Christ. It even saysthe spirit of Christ wasin them and it signified things concerning
Christ. David signified Christ. The kings signified Christ. They all pointed to Christ.

Boaz, when hetook Ruth, pointed to Christ taking His bride. Enoch, who walked with God and was not;
that pointsto Christ who walked with God and God took him. The whole Old Covenant was borrowing
light fromthe New Covenant which was going to come. Thewoman has her foundation upon the promises
of God, spoken in the Old Testament. God laid afoundation in the Old Testament that isfor the New
Testament Church. Thiscannot apply to Nationa Isral, either at this present time, or the birth of Jesus.

~ The Woman has a crown of twelve stars. The word for crown is “stephanos’, and one of it's
meanings hasthe sense of a“victor'swreath”. So the “crown” on the woman’s head symbolizesvictory
aswell asauthority. Twelve represents compl eteness of government. Stars speak of God’ speople; and
inthisingtance, the leaders of the original Church, the twelve aposties. The twelve apostles hold a specid

place of honor in the Church, for to them was given the authority and the power (by Jesus and the Holy
Spirit) to establish the Church. Inthe book of Danidl, it talks about those who turn many to righteousness
and it saysthey shall shineasthe stars of heaven (Dan. 12:3). Thelittle horn will cast many of the “sars’

of heaventotheground (Dan. 8:9,10). In Genesis 15:5, God gives Abraham apromise and he sayshis
seed isgoing to beasthe stars of the heaven. The Dragon in Revelation chapter thirteen, likethelittle horn
inDanid, will cast many of the“ stars’ of heaven to theground. Thisspesksof pulling the saintsdown from
their heavenly position in Christ through deception or sin.

~ The manchild isimmediately caught up to heaven. Thereis no gap here. Jesus Christ was not
caught up to the throne when He was born. There was a considerable interval.

~ Theresult of the manchild’ sascension. Immediately after the manchild is caught up to the throne
thereiswar in heaven, and the Dragon is cast into the earth. This did not happen when Jesus ascended to
thefather. We seethat after the ascension, the Scripture still calls Satan the* prince of the power of the
air’ (Eph. 2:2); and his “principalities and powers’ are still in “heavenly places’ (Eph. 3:10).
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~TheWoman goesinto the wildernessfor 3%z years. Thisisaclear referenceto thelast 32 years of
this present age. National Israel has been in her wilderness for over 1900 years.

Now, beforel continue, et me sharealittle something with you about viewing thiswoman asthe church,
and the manchild asagroup of believersfrom the church. | haveliteraly dozensof linksto “ Discernment”
web stieson my computer. A Discernment web siteisasitethat specificaly exposethefa se doctrines of
religious cults, and/or the current apostasy inside the churches. Most of these sites are run by
Fundamentalist believersor ministers; so you haveto use caution when reading their views and exposes.
However, afew of them are Pentecostal.

If you goto any of thesesitesand typetheterm“manchild” into their interna seerch engines, | promiseyou,
you will get the same basic information from EVERY one of them. They will all say that anyone who
believesthemanchild in Revelationtwel veisanything other than Jesus, hascome under theinfluence of the
old Latter Rain error becausethey al tracethe belief that thewoman isthe church back to the Latter Rain
Movement of 1948. Viewing the manchild as Jesusistheonly acceptable and orthodox view asfar asthey
are concerned, and they are very quick to say so.

Thisuniversd attitude among Discernment ministries revealsa profound ignorance of Church History. So
my adviseto themisthat they do their homework better, before making fools of themselves. Below isa
short list of famous ministers and Bible Commentators who believed the woman in Revelation chapter
twelve represents the church—and | can assure you that none of them wereinfected by the Latter Rain
error because they lived centuries before that movement started:

Adam Clarke- (1760-1832) - aBritish Methodist theol ogian and author of one of the most respected
interdenominational commentariesever written, published in 1831. Concerning thiswoman, hewrote:
“...That the woman here represents the true Church of Christ most commentators are agreed” .

Albert Barnes- (1798-1870) - an American Presbyterian minister and theologian. Hewrote hisBible
commentariesfrom 1832-1872 and they were published after hisdeath in 1875. Concerning thiswoman,
hewrote: “The woman, beyond all question, represents the church. Jesus Christ is represented as
the Husband and the Head of the church, not the son of the Church”.

John Gill - (1697-1771) - was a Baptist, hyper-Calvinist theologian from England who became the
pastor of the church that Charles Spurgeon would later pastor. His New Testament Commentary was
published from 1746-1748 and his Old Testament commentary was published from 1748-1763.
Concerning this woman, he wrote: “This vision begins a new account of things, and represents the
church in the apostles times, and purer ages of Christianity...”

Matthew Henry - (1662—1714) - Theologian and Presbyterian minister from England. His commentary
was published in 1706. Concerning this woman, he wrote: “ The attempts of Satan and his agents to
prevent the increase of the church, by devouring her offspring as soon as it was born. . .\We see how
the church isrepresented in thisvision. . .She was pregnant, and now in pain to bring forth a holy
progeny to Christ.
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Barton W. Johnson - (1833-1894) - Former Baptist president of Eureka College and one of the
founders of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) denomination. Author of the “ Peoples New
Testament Commentary”, published in 1891. Concerning thiswoman, he wrote: “ This symbol, then, is
a common one to represent the Church, and we are justified in declaring that to beits meaning in
this passage. The fact that sheis clothed with the sun symbolizes the fact that the true Church shines
with the light of the sun of righteousness”.

Of course, sncemost of these brethren were under theinfluence of theviews of the Reformation when they
wrotetheir commentaries, they adopted the same Historical view of Revelation. Therefore, even though
they all agreethat the woman in Revelation chapter twelve represents the New Testament church, their
understanding of exactly what the manchild represented, differed.

Adam Clarke - “ The man child mentioned in this verse is the dynasty of Christians emperors,
beginning with Constantine’ s public acknowledgment of his belief in the divinity of the Christian
religion, which happened in the latter part of AD. 312, after the defeat of the Emperor Maxentius.”

Albert Barnes - “ The manchild represents, according to the view above taken, the church in its
increase and prosperity - asif a child were born that was to rule over all nations.”

John Gill - * The Manchild isnot Christ, literally and personally...but is Christ mystically, or Christ
in his members, who are called by his name, because he is formed in them, and they are the seed of
the woman, the church” .

Matthew Henry - “ She was delivered of a man-child, by which some understand Christ, others
Constantine, but others, with greater propriety (ie: more correctly), a race of true believers, strong
and united, resembling Christ, and designed, under him, to rule the nations with a rod of iron.”

Barton W. Johnson - “ The man child is a symbol of the faithful members of the Church” .

So don't let anyone pigeon-hole you asalL atter Rain heretic, or asonewho isunder theinfluence of Latter
Rain error without redlizing it, just because you believe the woman represents the church and the manchild
represents a group of believers out from the church.

Asl sad, theonly way you can hold that thiswomanisNationd Israel isif you insert aspace of 2000 years
between the time that she gives birth to the child (Jesus) and it ascendsinto heaven (in 33 AD.), and the
timewhen she goesinto thewildernessfor protection for thelast 32 years of thisage. But that’ snot only
problem with this view. If the woman represents National Isragl in verses one, five and six, on what
authority do people change her identity to the end-time Church in versesthirteen through seventeen?
Excuse me! If the woman represents National Israel at the beginning of chapter twelve, then shealso
represents National Isragl at the end of chapter twelve.

So if you believe the woman birthing the manchild is Nationd Isragl bringing forth Jesus, then don’t even

bother reading therest of that chapter—with the possible exception of the very last verse, which talks
about the other “seed” of the woman, which might possibly be areferenceto Chrigtians. But asfor therest
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of chapter twelve, don’t even bother becauseit has nothing to do with you! It'sall about National I1sradl.
It sal about what will happen to the Restored Jewish Nation over therein the Middle Eagt, during the last
32 years of thisage. And of course, thisview isthe Dispensational view that is propagated by all the
leading Evangelica ministersof today, like Charles Ryrie and John Macarthur. The explanatory notesin
the Study Biblesof Dr. Ryrieand Dr. Macarthur present the same kind of Dispensational/Pre-tribulation
view of the woman and the manchild:

“She [the woman] represents Israel, who gave Christ to the world, and who will be

persecuted severely during the tribulation...The last three and one half years of the

tribulation period will see intense persecution of Israel. Details are given in vv. 13-17. No

mention is made of the many hundreds of years between the ascension (v. 5) and the
future tribulation (v. 6).”

Ryrie Study Bible

Pg. 1909

“She [the woman] is not an actual woman, but a symbolic representation of Israel...[The

male child] is Jesus Christ in his incarnation...her Child was caught up to God [represents]

Christ’s ascension...God will protect Israel from Satan by hideing her in the wilderness,

perhaps in the region of Moab, Ammon, and Edom, east of Palestine.[for] three and one
half years; the second half of the tribulation.”

Macarthur Study Bible

Pgs. 2006-2007

Another commentator, named Tony Garlend, saysthe samething as Ryrie and Macarthur; but he adds
more theological termsin his explanation (for those of you who like to use your brains).

The connective, “Then,” indicates a sequence between the catching up of the child
and the fleeing of the woman. But are these two events necessarily closely correlated
in time? How soon must the flight be to the catching up of the child? Some
interpreters relate this flight to that of the Jews from Jerusalem in the destruction by Rome
in 70 A.D. Yet even that flight was approximately four decades after the ascension of
Christ. Nor was there any indication of supernatural assistance as this passage describes.
Certainly nothing like the Exodus occurred in relation to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70
A.D. which would allow for the use of similar phraseology involving “wings of a great eagle.”

Here we are faced with one of the characteristics of prophetic passages: events which
appear side-by-side in the text can often be separated by long ages. This occurs
because the prophetic vision has two characteristics which we need to be aware of. First,
the prophets were only shown important highlights of the final development. Second, the
full range of history was often collapsed in their view, much as when looking through
a telescope. “Somewhat as a picture lacks the dimension of depth, the prophecy often
lacks the dimension of time: events appear together on the screen of prophecy which
in their fulfillment may be widely separated in time.

At least these died-in-the-wool, Evangelical and Dispensational ministers are consistent in their
interpretation of Revelation chapter twelve. They don't try to change the identity of thewoman inthe middle
of the chapter. In their eyes, sheis Nationa Israel the whole way through.
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But in order for thisto be true, you MUST insert a 2000 year gap between verse five (when the child
ascends to heaven) and verse six (when the women flees to the wilderness), or else the whole view
collapses. Now, let’ s get back to what | said about certain eventsin Revelation overlapping back into
previous chapters, or in some cases, back into previous verses. Aswe just saw, those who view the
woman as National |srael areforced say thereisa 2000 year gap between versefive and six of chapter
twelve. For those of you who download the notes, | have written out the whole chapter and inserted aline
between verse five and verse six, which represents this supposed 2000 year gap.

Rev. 12:1-5 -- And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun,
and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And she being with
child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. And there appeared another wonder
in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven
crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast
them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered,
for to devour her child as soon as it was born. And she brought forth a man child, who was to
rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.

2000 YEAR GAP

Rev. 12:6-17 -- And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and
threescore days (the last 32 years of this age). And there was war in heaven: Michael and
his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not;
neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into
the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven,
Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ:
for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and
night. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony;
and they loved not their lives unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell
in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you,
having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. And when the dragon
saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man
child. And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into
the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half
atime, from the face of the serpent (the last 3% years of this age). And the serpent cast
out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away
of the flood. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed
up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth. And the dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

Whenyoulook a it thisway, it immediately becomesclear that if thisview istrue, thewoman will fleeinto
thewilderness TWICE inlast 3¥2years of this age—once before the Dragon is cast out of heaven; and
then again, after the Dragon is cast out of heaven.
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I”’m sorry guys: but no matter how you look at it, theideathat thewomanislsragl and the manchildis Jesus
just doesn’t work. No matter how hard you try, you'll never make that view fit the whole chapter.

Now, if what | have just presented to you isthe truth, then chapter twelve of Revelation presents uswith
apictureof at least two different groups of genuine believers. It dso showsvery clearly that the destinies
of thesetwo different groupsof believers, during thelast 32 years of thisage, arevery different. Y ou can
argue over exactly what those different destinies are; you can argue over what being caught up into heaven
means and what fleeing into the wilderness means; but those who say thereis no difference between these
two groups, or between their destinies during the last 32 years of thisage, are smply engaging inwillful
ignorance. They refuse to acknowledge the obvious truth this chapter reveals.

Once we accept the truth regarding theidentity of the woman and the manchild in Revelation chapter
twelve, then we need to consider carefully what isactually stated about these two groups of believers.
Thedestiny of one group—the manchild—isto ruleand reign over the nationswith Jesusin the next age,
with arod of iron (Rev. 12:5).

Thisis not the case with the woman. All it says of her isthat she will flee into the wilderness and be
protected by God there during thelast days. It saysthiswoman must be“fed” by someone else. She must
be taken care of by someone else. Sheisnot in the heavenly relm; sheisin the wilderness, and she had
to be protected and fed.

Next, we seetheresult of the manchild being caught up to God—"...therewaswar in heaven”. Michael
and hisangelsfight against the Dragon and his angels, and the Dragon loses. He is cast out of heaven. |
think it’ s pretty clear that the ascension of the manchild isthe occasion for the fina dethroning of Satan.
They themsalves don’t dethrone him, but their being caught up to the heavenly relm brings about the war
that dislodges him once and for all from heaven.

Thisisthereason there hasbeen such hogtility and resentment againgt the true interpretation of thisvision.
The Dragon hates thistruth more than anything €l se because he knowswhat it means. He knowsthat the
birth of thismanchild sgnadstheend of histimein heaven. He knowsthat the birth of thismanchild means
heonly has 32moreyearsto decelve the nations. Therefore, heis obsessed with devouring the manchild
beforeit has achanceto comeforth. He' s obsessed with devouring any TRUTH that will cause those who
arecurrently part of thewoman, to comeforth inthat manchild company. He' s obsessed with devouring
anything that will bring people forth in manchild life and manchild authority, and he is constantly using
Christian preachers and Bible teachersto discredit anything that causes people to understand that the
manchild in Revelation 12 represents a corporate group of believersin the last days.

I”’m not going to present my own view of exactly what the manchild will do during thetribulation, or what
| think being caught up into the heavens means, tonight because these details are not theissue. Theissue
tonight iswhether or not viewing the woman as the church and the manchild as a group of end time
believersis Scripturaly sound—and my positionisthat it ismuch more sound than viewing the woman as
Israel and the manchild as Jesus.

Inclosing, let me say that those who have dlowed the Spirit to show them the truth that’ s contained in this
vision of the woman and the manchild do not necessarily agree on dl the details surrounding the overall
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picture. Asamatter of fact, there are some who have added many strange and unscriptural ideasto the
basic truth of that vision. That is certainly a shame because it gives al of us abad name—and that is
precisely what Satan wants. However, just because there are those who have adopted wrong ideas or
teachings about the manchild, that does not mean we should rgject the basic truthsin that chapter. If we
do, that’ s being very childish and immature.

Many Pentecostal s have put ablack mark onthewholeideaof “ speaking intongues’ because of some of
thethingsthey teach in that regard. Much spiritual damage has been donein the body of Christ by zedous,
but ignorant, peoplewho claim that those who don’ t speak intongues can’t possibly have the Baptism of
the Holy Spirit; or that those who don’t speak in tongues aren’t even saved! Should we reject the whole
ideaof speaking intongues, just because of the ignorance, the error, and the arrogance of certain people
who have perverted that Biblical truth?

Ligten, right now | havealittle group of people out herewho areredly against me. For acouple of months
now, one of them hasbeen telling anyonewho will listenthat | am nothing but aself-righteous, judgmentd,
know-it-all, who is obsessed with proving | am awaysright—and people arelistening to her. Thiswoman
got bent out of shapewhen | said the“desth to saf” messageisnot aslver-bullet-cure-dl, and that anyone
who teachesit is, ismovingin deception. Sheingtantly becamemy bitter enemy because she believesdeeth
to self isacure-al.

| certainly believe in the death to self message—I’ ve been trying to walk in that message my whole
Christian life. Moreover, | teach about the necessity of death to self al through my writings. But this
woman'sview of death to salf is skewed and unbalanced. In addition, sheisusing this unbalanced view
to deceive God' s people. But just because she has an unbalanced view of death to sdlf, and just because
sheisusing that unbalanced view to deceive others, that doesn’'t mean | should over-react and reject the
truth of death to self! Just because sheis propagating aperverted view of God’ struth and isvery much
against me, that doesn’t mean | should reject the truth she has perverted! Reacting that way would be
childish and, quite frankly, pretty stupid.

Likewise, just becausethere are people out here who are propagating a perverted view of the manchild
message, that doesn’t mean we should rgject the truth they have perverted! To do so isimmature. Don’'t
judge God' struth by the reactions and over-reactions of men. Judgeit by the Spirit. Get alone with God
and ask Him to show you what the woman and the manchild of Revelation 12 represents.

Amen!
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