SATAN’SDOCTRINE OF THE CROSS

The other week | talked about the different times and seasons which are part of Gods plan, and | said we
have entered into the season of judgment. There are various aspects of thisjudgment to be understood. The
aspect | discussed the other week concerned the fact that when the Lord returns, HE' s not going to be
alone. Hewill be coming with ten-thousands of His saints, and He will judge the earth. So if we plan on
being one of those who risesto meet the Lord in the air when He appears, we better understand that one
of the first things we will be engaged in at that point, isjudging this world.

Peopletak about being “married” to Jesus; or about being part of the* body” of Christ; yet they have no
ideawhat they are saying! They don’t understand what it will mean to be married to Jesus; or what it will
mean to be the body of Christ, because they are till talking about these things, and relating to them,
through anindividualistic framework. In our minds, when the Lord returns, Hewill do certainthings, and
wewill do certain things, but we will not necessarily be doing them al together. But thefact is, oncethe
marriage takes place, Jesus will do nothing except He does it either with, or through, His body.

Sometimes | wonder, what on earth do peoplethink the whole concept of the“body” of Christ isabout?
How many thingsdo you do in thislifewithout your body? Zero. Wéll, that’ sabout how many things Jesus
isgoing to do without His body, once it has been perfected and glorified. Paul used the term “body of
Chrigt” sowewould have something to wrap our brainsaround when trying to understand what it will be
like to be in complete union with the Lord Jesus, after the resurrection.

This brings usto another aspect of judgment that is extremely important—which is God' s judgment upon
us. God must judgethe believer for severd reasons. Thefirst oneis because only the judgment of God can
redlly bring forth the nature of Christ in aperson. Romans 8:29 tellsusthat God’ sdesirefor Hispeopleis
that after we have been born again, wealow Him to conform usto theimage of His Son: “ For whomhe
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren”.

Understanding thistruthiseasy, and I’ m sure everyonein thisroom understandsit. However, embracing
the processthat isrequired to actually be conformed to that image is quite another matter because this
process requires suffering—and because it requires suffering, the New Testament talks much about the
need to suffer. It saysthat we must suffer if we want to be glorified with Jesus (Rom. 8:16-17), and that we
must suffer if we want to reign with Jesus (11. Tim. 2:11-12). It says that we were called to suffer (1. Pet.
2:20-21), and that we are appointed to afflictions (1. Thess. 3:3-4), and that it has been given to usto suffer
for Jesus' sake (Phil. 1:29).

The Scriptureis so clear on the subject suffering, anyone who teacheswe don't haveto suffer as Chrigtians
is preaching another gospel. When God calls usto become His children, Heiscaling usto follow in the
footsteps of Hisfirst-born Son; and those footsteps will lead usinto alife of self-denia and suffering, so
that thelife of Christ can comeforthin us. The morewe suffer, themore our “old man” is put to death. The
more that old lifeis put to death, the more of Christ’slife can be manifested through us. So thereisa
baance of lifeand deeth in our Chrigtian walk. It'snot dl doom and gloom. Thereisdoom and gloom when
theLord isputting someaspect of our old lifeto desth; but spiritud lifeand joy comeasaresult. Thenthere
is more suffering and death; then more life and joy. It’'s a process which intensifies as we mature.
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Jesus said: “1f any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me”’
(Matt. 16:24); and again: “...whosoever doth not bear hiscross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple’
(Luke 14:27). Hetold His disciplesthat if they wanted to follow Him, if they wanted to be Hisdisciplesin
truth, then they would haveto take up their own crossand deny themselves. Therewasno ambiguity in His
message. Thecrossisaninstrument of suffering and death. So when Jesus said we must take up our own
cross, Heistdling uswe have to embrace alife of suffering. In other words, it's God' swill that we suffer.

That' sright—God wants you and | to suffer because suffering isthe only way Hislife can comeforthin
us. Wedon't comeforthin life by being blessed. It takes suffering to put the old life out of commission.
That’ swhy Paul said thingslike—if we mortify [mortify means put to death] the deeds of the body we
would live spiritualy (Rom 8:13); and we must bear about in our bodies*the dying of the Lord Jesus, that
thelife also of Jesus might be made manifest” in us (1. Cor. 4:10); and that we must partake of theLord's
sufferings and be made conformable unto his death (Phil. 3:10).

Paul knew that the resurrection life of Jesus Christ only comes out of death. Thisiswhy he said he took
pleasureininfirmities, reproaches, necessities, persecutionsand distresses. Herealized thesethingswere
crucifying hislife, and asaresult, God' slife was being released in and through him. It'snot a pleasant
redity, but thetruthis, suffering isthe only thing that transforms usinto theimage of Jesus. Unfortunately,
even those of uswho understand and accept thistruth, don't alwaysredlize that such sufferingisactually
the judgment of God upon us—that is, it’s the judgment of God on our sinful flesh and self will.

So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience
and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: Which
is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:

I1. Thessalonians 1:4-5

Look carefully a what Paul said in thispassage. Heistaking about the “persecutions’ and the “tribulations’
the churches were enduring with patience. Then he said these persecutions and tribulations are: “...a
manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be accounted worthy of the
kingdom...”. What doesthat mean? It meansthat the suffering (ie: persecutions and tribulations) those
saintswere enduring was aclear Sgn, or evidence, that the righteous judgement of God was coming upon
them—noat upon the unsaved world but upon them—in order to make them worthy of the Kingdom of God.
Thejudgment of God onthem was the suffering they were enduring, and it was coming upon their fleshin
order to crucify it and make them worthy to receive the kingdom.

Wedon't usudly view suffering thisway. Instead, we tend to view it as an attack from other people, or
from Satan. We don't think of suffering in terms of God judging our fleshin order to crucify it, so we will
be accounted worthy of the Kingdom of God, or be accounted worthy to be glorified with Jesus, or be
accounted worthy to rule with Him when He returns because we have all been taught error upon error.
We have been taught that God no longer judges His people because Jesus experienced dl of our judgment
for usat the Cross. We are dso taught that we were made worthy of the kingdom when wetrusted in Jesus
asour Savior. Thereisnothing morethat must be done to make usworthy, since we are aready covered
with the worthiness of the Lord Jesus.
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Sorry folks, Jesus death doesn’t automatically make usworthy of the kingdom of God. His death gives
usthe opportunity to be madeworthy of that kingdom. The way we are made worthy isby coming forth
in the image and character of Jesus, which requires suffering, which is God' s judgment upon our flesh!
That’ sthe program, and thereain’t no short cuts! Thisleadsto the second reason why God’ sjudgment
upon usis so necessary. In order to be one of those through whom the judgment of God can flow, we
ourselvesmust first bejudged. God will never alow usto judgethesin and rebellion of othersif we have
not first been cleansed of our own sin and rebellion.

For he that eateth and drinketh [the Lord’ s supper] unworthily, eateth and
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this
cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we
would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged,
we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the
world.

1. Corinthians 11:29-32

Paul said that if we (Christians) would “judge ourselves’, we would not have to be judged by God. But
when we (Christians) are judged by God, we are chastened of the Lord. Now, if Jesustook all of our
judgment at the Cross, then Paul would not betalking about Him judging usif werefuseto judge oursaves.
Nor would Paul be talking about the need for usto judge oursalves. | mean, what' sleft to judgeif Jesus
took ALL the judgment of God on our behalf?

Unfortunately, the sad redlity isthat most of today’ s Christians not only refuse to judge themselves, they
also refuse to accept the fact that they must bejudged at al! Far from being willing to judge themsealves,
or even alowing God to judge them, they boast that they will never have to be judged again because Jesus
was judged for them at Calvary.

Thisisavery subtle deception, and it runs deep in the Evangdical world. It' s not just the bizarre idea of
afew nut-cases outside the Religious System. Y ou would be amazed at how may other-wise solid
Chrigtians, and even Christian leaders, have departed from the actua teaching of Scripture on the point of
God’ s judgment on the believer—and it all stems from a misunder standing of the Cross.

The Crossisthebasisfor everything regarding God' s plan for mankind. It’ s the foundation upon which
everything e seishbuilt. If apersonisconfused or deceived about what Jesus did—and did not do—on the
Cross, then the very foundation upon which that person’ sfaith restsisin jeopardy. If your concept of what
happened at the Cross is wrong, then the gospel you have accepted is probably wrong as well.

Most of God' s peoplewalk in confusion regarding what Jesus accomplished on the Cross because they
have been taught error upon error, and it’ s getting worse. It began with thiswhole false view of God's
(non) judgment of believers. The sheeple are taught that because Jesuswasjudged in our place, weno
longer haveto face the judgment of God, regarding our present and futuresins. They are taught that they
will never be subject to God' s judgment. . .period. . .not in thislife, and not even when we stand before
Him on Judgment Day. Of course, in order to maintain such aview, you must either ignore or explain away
various passages of Scripture, one of whichisin First Corinthians:

Page -3-



For we [including believers] must all appear before the judgment seat of
Chrigt; that every one[including believers] may receive the things donein
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

[1. Corinthians 5:10

Paul said all men—Christian and pagan alike—must appear beforethejudgment seat of Christ to answer
for thethingsthey havedone. Y et, teachers and preachers not only deny thistruth, they deny itinamost
insidious manner. They say that although all people must appear beforethejudgment seat of Christ, there
isadifference betweenwhat isjudged. Supposedly, God isgoing to judge thedeeds of theunsaved (which
will condemnthem all to hell); but only the Christian service or religiousworks of the believer will be
judged (which will only bring reward or loss of reward).

If you doubt meonthis, just look at thefoot notes of any Study Bible out there, regarding this passage.
Although the commentators may use different terms and expressions, they all say basically the same
thing—the“sins’ of the believer will not be judged because they were dready judged on the Cross. For
instance, when explaining the phrase, “the things done in the body” in that verse, the foot note in the
Macarthur Study Bible says the following:

“things done in the body'—Actions which happened during the believers time of earthly
ministry. This does not include sins, since their judgment took place at the Cross.
Paul was referring to all those activities believers do during their lifetimes, which relate to
their eternal reward and praise from God.”

Or, consider the footnote for this verse in the Ryrie Study Bible. Mr. Ryrie says: “...believerswill be
judged in review of their works for the purpose of rewards’. In other words, for the Christian, the
judgment seat of Christ only hasto do with receiving or losing “rewards’. The bdievers®“sins’ (deeds) are
not judged. Or consider the footnote from the New Geneva Study Bible:

“Degrees of reward in heaven are taught in this verse. Though Christians have their
sins forgiven and will never suffer the punishments of Hell, they will, nonetheless, stand
before Christ at the Day of Judgment, to receive various degrees of reward for what
they have done in this life. This judgement will include a disclosure and evaluation of the
motives of our hearts.”

Or consider the footnote from the Scofield Reference Bible:

"The judgment of the believers' works, not sins, is under discussion here. His sins have
been atoned for and are remembered no more forever (Heb. 10:17); but every work
must come into judgment (Matt. 12:36; Rom. 4:12; Gal. 6:7; Eph. 6:8; Col. 3:24). The
result is reward or loss of reward, but he himself shall be saved (I. Cor. 3:11-15). This
judgment occurs at the return of Christ for His Church (I. Cor. 4:5; Il. Tim. 4:8; Rev.
22:12)."
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All thesefootnotes are, at best, mideading. But the worst one by far, is Scofield' s note, which combines
severa erroneous conceptsin order to paint afase picture of the judgement seat of Chrigt. | would like
to review theseerrors before moving on because Mr. Scofidd represents perfectly the position of theentire
Evangelical world. Thisiswhat pastors have been teaching God’ s people for centuries.

Thefirst error isthe“spin” hetriesto put on Hebrews 10:16-17, where the writer, when talking about
the New Covenant, says. “Thisisthe covenant that | will make with them after those days, saith the
Lord, | will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will | write them; And their sinsand
iniquitieswill I remember no more’. Mr. Scofield tries to spin that verse to mean all our present and
future sinswill be remembered no more, whether we confess and turn away from them or not.

Such anationistotaly unscripturd, for the gpostle John said, “...if we confess our sins, He [Jesud] isfaithful
and just to forgive usour snsand cleanse usfrom al unrighteousness’ (John 1:9). If we confessthem we
will beforgiven. If wedo not confessthem wewill not beforgiven. Hebrews 10:17 must be kept in context
with the rest of the teachings of the New Testament or we will go straight into deception.

Thesecond error isthe belief that only the Christian service or the rdigiousworks of the believer will be
judged. Mr. Scofidd lists severd referenceswhen making thisfalse Satement, so let’ stake alook at afew
of those references and see if they actually support what he is teaching:

But | say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall
give account thereof in the day of judgment, For by thy words thou shalt
be judtified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.

Matthew 12:36-37

Jesus warned that we will have to give an account for every idle word we speak. He also said that the
wordswe speak will either condemn usor justify uson that day. Do you believe Jesus meant what He said?
Doyouredly beieveyou will haveto give an account for the“words’ you have spokeninthislife, including
every ideword? Do you think the vast mgority of peoplewho cal themselves Chrigtiansbelievethey will
be “justified” or “condemned” according to the words they have spoken? Not a chance! They don't
believe what Jesus said because they can’t believe it. They can’t believe it because it goes against
everything they have been taught about being “ saved by grace’. Y ou' |l never convince them that they will
be condemned or justified by the words they are now speaking. But that’ s not really my point. My point
is: are the words we speak merely Christian service?

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption [spiritual death]; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting.

Galatians 6:7-8

Here Paul sayswhatever aman sows, the same shall he also reap. If he sowsto hisflesh, he will reap
corruption. If he sowsto the Spirit, hewill reap everlasting life. Please notice that term “ corruption” is
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contrasted with the term “everlasting life” in this passage. That means, corruption is the opposite of
everlagtinglife. Corruptionisspiritua death; it iseterna death. Do you believe Paul really meant what he
said in thispassage? Do you believe aChristian will regp “ eternal death” if he sowsto theflesh? Do you
believe eternad lifeistheresult of something you and | do (ie: sowing to the spirit)? But again, thereal
guestion isthis: is sowing simply areligious work?

Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for
ye serve the Lord Christ. But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the
wrong that he has done: and thereis no respect of persons.

Colossians 3:24-25

“But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong he has done”. Does the term “doeth wrong”
describe deeds (ie: what we do); or doesit describe religiousworks or service? And what shall he that
doeth wrong receive? A loss of reward; or what hiswrong deeds deserve? Look again at what Paul said.
He' staking about “receiving” something. We will either receive something good or bad. A person can
receive areward or not receive areward; aperson can receive areward or lose areward; but aperson
cannot receive aloss of reward! That’s gibberish.

Listen my friends, when the Scripture saysall menwill bejudged according to what they do and say in this
life, it meansexactly that! Works arewhat wedo. God isgoing to judgewhat you and | have said and done
inour lives. Sodon't let yourselves be decelved by people who don't redlly believe the Scripture means
what it says, and who don’'t even understand it half the time—like Dr. Charles Ryrie, who propagatesthis
sameerror throughout his Study Bile. Inthefoot note on John 5:24; where Jesus said al those who hear
Hisword and believe on the Father that sent Him would have everlasting life, and they would not comeinto
condemnation (ie: judgment), but have passed from death unto life, he says:

"Christ's authority is seen in the spheres of resurrection (vv. 21, 25, 26) and judgment (vv.
22-23, 27). God will make Christ the judge in order that the Son may be honored. Those
who believe will escape judgment (v. 24)."

“Thosewho believe will escapejudgment”, saysMr. Ryre. Well, isn’t that good news? Doesn't that just
giveyou thewarmfuzzies? For most people, the answer would be: You bet it does! Thisisexactly thekind
of thing most Christianswant to hear. So when they heer it, they receiveit and believeit, regardless of what
the Scripture actudly says. People who don't want to judge themsalves, and who don’t want God to judge
them either, use verseslike John 5:24 and Hebrews 10:17 asastarting point or aprime axiom. Then they
erect a super-structure of half-truths and errors upon them. The whole thing is based on the rejection of
the whole counsel of Scripture.

For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and
if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel
of God?

|. Peter 4:17
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John 5:24 is one side of aparadox. While it states that the believer will not come into condemnation
(judgment), |. Peter 4:17 statesthat God's divine judgment beginswith us (ie: the house of God). So which
one of these seemingly contradictory versesis more important? Which should we emphasize? Which
should we employ as a prime axiom? Obvioudy we cannot afford to ignore either of them. We must
approach this paradox the same way we approach al the paradoxes of the Scripture—by saying Amen!
to both aspects until God reveals the balance that brings them into harmony.

Actudly, thiscontradiction isan easy oneto solve. John uses the term condemnation or judgment in the
sense of thedivine wrath, which isto be poured out on those who will not repent. Peter uses the same
word in the sense of divine discipline for the redeemed. The two concepts are brought together in the
verse | mentioned earlier: “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we
are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world”.

Thedisciplining judgment of God fals on us so we will escape the condemning judgment which will fal on
an un-repentant world. Thetribulationsand sufferingsthat befall us are thejudgment of Jesus Christ on our
flesh and self will. They are not designed to destroy us but to lead us to repentance and sanctification.
However, if we continually refuseto accept the disciplining judgment of God on our flesh, intheend, we
will beforced to experience His condermning judgment upon theworld. So thisissue of judgment isvery
important. The way we relate to it could very well determine our eternal destinies.

Thethird error Scofield teachesisthat whatever judgment thebedliever will haveto experience, it will not
take place until after thereturn of the Lord. But thisgoesagainst all of the scriptures| pointed out earlier.
What doweimagineis happening to the believer whoisbe ng purged and cleansed through the disciplining
judgment of God today? Ma achi prophesied that when Messiah comes, He would purify His people by
fireso they would walk in righteousness (Mal. 3:3). John prophesied that when M essiah comes, Hewould
baptize His people with fire and purge His floor (Matt. 3:11-12).

Messiah has come, people! He has begun to purify His Church by fire. Judgment has begun at the house
of God. If wearetruly yidding to the work of the Spirit today, then we are already in the process of being
judged. In avery real sense the judgment seat of Christ isin session. Right now, we are being made
manifest beforethe Throne. Right now, our selfishness, our greed, our lust for pleasure, our trust in money,
our desireto manipulate others are being revealed. We are appearing before the Judge and being made
manifest so He can deliver and purge usfrom dl iniquity. If wewill dlow Him to do athorough work of
judging now, then when that awesome event Paul referred to arrives, it will not terrify usbecause we will
go beforethe Judge completely clean. At that point, wewill be WORTHY to receive the kingdom; wewill
be WORTHY to judge the world; we will be WORTHY to rule and reign with Messiah!

Sinceit’ svita that God’ speople understand that He still needsto judgetheir rebellion and salf will, what
would you do if you were God’ senemy, and you wanted to thwart His purposes? Do you think maybe you
might create adoctrine that says we will never have to experience God' s judgment again because Jesus
wasjudged for us at the Cross? Well, that’ s exactly what Satan has been doing for centuries—and those
who accept thisideawill never be completely purged from their sin and rebellion, or their pride, or their
sf will, inthislife because only the judgment of God can deliver usfrom these things. Whether they Smply
missthe goal God hasfor them as Christians, or whether they missthe kingdom atogether, will depend
on how much they reject the need for judgment (ie: suffering).
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Thereisanother major reason why peopleregect what the Scripture teaches about God' sjudgment onthe
believer, and again, it’ stheresult of misunderstanding what Jesus actualy did at the Cross. For you see,
not only are people being taught that Jesus wasjudged for al our sin (past, present and future), they are
also taught that Jesus forgave al our sin (past, present and future).

Theideathat Jesusforgavedl our past, present and future sinsat the Crossisabout asfalseateaching as
thereis. Unfortunately, thiserror isnot only being promoted by pastors and teachersinsdethe Religious
System; it salso being promoted by “Bibleteachers’” outsidethe system. | have never been onewho thinks
people should obtain adegree from aBible colleges or aseminary beforethey takeit upon themsalvesto
become preachers or teachers; but | do believe you should at least know the fundamentals of the Christian
faith before you set yoursalf up asateacher. Fromwhat | have been observing out here, there seemsto
be fewer and fewer who really know the basic doctrines of Christianity.

Those who can't even understand what happened at the Cross need to sit down and shut up because all
they are doing is confusing people and leading them into deception. Jesusdidn’'t “forgive’ anyone ssn at
the Cross—either past, present or future. Y ou cannot provide oneverse from the Biblethat clearly states
Heforgaveanyone ssins(past, present or future) at the Cross. What the Scripture doesteach very clearly
isthat Jesusisthe“propitiation” for al sin; not just the sin of thosewho would believe, but for the sin of
the entire world.

Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that isin Christ
Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sinsthat are past,
through the forbearance of God;

Romans 3:24-25

My little children, these things write | unto you, that ye sin not. And if any
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:
And heisthe propitiation for our sins; and not for oursonly, but also for
the sins of the whole world.

l. John 2:1-2

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent
his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.
Herein islove, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

l. John 4:9-10

Theword propitiation smply means*” sacrifice’. Jesuswasthe sacrificefor thesinsof al mankind. He
didn’'t forgive dl mankind ssins. Hewasthe sacrifice (propitiation) God set forth for al who would repent
and believe. The sacrificeisavailablefor al, but it is not automatically applied to al. In order for the
sacrificeto beof any valueto you and me, we must appropriate theforgivenessand thelifethat isin that
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sacrifice by faith. Believing that Jesusforgave al our past, present and future snshasled to many fase
doctrinesand heresies. | mentioned one of those errorslast week—which isthat we don’t need to ask the
Lordtoforgiveour sins, either a our initial salvation, or any time afterwardsfor that matter, becausethey
were aready forgiven 2000 years ago.

Peoplewho preach thiskind of garbage are just plainignorant of what Jesus accomplished at the Cross.
Once aperson acceptsthiserror, thewholeissue of sn becomesanon-issuefor them and from that point
on, they arein serious spiritua trouble because dl the sinsthat they believe are now anon-issue, just keep
piling up, year after year. They don't redlize that they will haveto give an account for adl thissn when they
stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. Unconfessed sinisunforgiven sin; and unforgiven sinrequires
apayment. Believe me, therewill be great weeping and gnashing of teeth when those who accept thiserror
realize they have to pay the bill for al those unconfessed and un-repented sins. And those who were
teachers of this false doctrine will have to pay an ever greater price (James 3:1).

Last week, Sster Sharon mentioned aminister by the name of Andrew Wommack, who shethought might
be teaching this sameerror as Stella Paterson. So thisweek | took alook at hisweb site and downloaded
someof histeachings. Sure enough, he' s propagating the same garbage, and worse. Inone of hisarticles,
caled, “Redemption”, Mr. Wommack demonstrates his compl ete ignorance of what happened at the
Cross. I’'m going to read you some quotes; but before | start, let metell you that | did an Internet search
for articles about Mr. Wommack or his ministry, and 99% of them were very favorable. Except for one
or two Calvinist web stes, who are againgt him because of hisview of God' s sovereignty, everyone seems
to think heisagreat Bible teacher. That’s pretty depressing when you realizing what he is teaching.
Anyway, he starts this particular article out by saying:

“I'm going to begin this by dropping a bomb: Sin is no longer an issue with God; we are
redeemed! With that statement, you are either rejoicing, shocked, or confused. That is
one radical statement, but one | believe | can back up by the Word of God.

Christians usually cope [with sin] by trying to keep every sin confessed. Let me just put
this bluntly: That's impossible! The Bible says that whatever is not of faith is sin (Rom.
14:23). Do we always walk in faith? James 4:17 reveals that sin isn’t only doing things that
are wrong, but it's not doing what we know is right. Would any claim they are loving God
and others as they know they should?

By these definitions, we all sin through the weakness of our flesh. It's impossible to keep
every sin confessed. Even if it were possible, that puts the burden of salvation on our
backs. There wouldn’t be any peace or rest in our relationship with the Lord if that's the
way it worked (Rom. 5:1).

Most people, including Christians, see the forgiveness of sins as something that God can
do, and continues to do, but not as something He has completed. From that comes the
false concept that we must constantly confess our sins, which makes and keeps us
sin conscious.

The New Testament presents the forgiveness of sins as something that is already
accomplished and that the effect of this redemption is that we are not even to be
conscious of sin (Heb. 10:1-2). Ask yourself, what produced the forgiveness of sins and
when did that happen? Jesus was the Lamb of God that took away the sins of the world
(John 1:29). It was through the shedding of Jesus’ blood that you received redemption,
which is the forgiveness of your sins (Eph. 1.7 and Col. 1:14).
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When did Jesus die and shed His blood for our sins? About 2,000 years ago. He will never
die again (Rom. 6:9-10). He dealt with the sins of the whole human race once, for all time
(Heb. 9:25-28 and 10:10-14). Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins is already an accomplished
work. We don’t have to ask Jesus to forgive our sins; He's already done it. Paul
didn’t tell the Philippian jailor to ask Jesus to forgive him; Paul told him to believe on what
Jesus had already done and he would be saved (Acts 16:31). We confess the Lord Jesus,
not our sins, to receive this gift of salvation (Rom. 10:9).”

It never ceasesto amaze me how people can alow themselvesto get so deceived. Y ou know it hasto be
aseducing spirit that’ stalking to this guy and teaching him about redemption, because asdefrom dl the
unscriptura things heissaying, he' sdoubletaking and contradicting himself. First, hesaysthat Snisno
longer anissue. Why?Because: “...the New Testament presentstheforgivenessof sinsas something that
isalready accomplished”. “ Jesus sacrifice for our sinsisalready an accomplished work” . Therefore, we:
“...don’'t have to ask Jesus to forgive our sins; He' s already doneit”.

So threetimesinafew paragraphs, Mr. Wommack has declared that Jesus has aready forgiventhesins
of mankind. Then he asksthe question: “Does that mean everyone in the whole world is saved?’ His
answver is. “ Certainly not”. Well, my questionis, why not?What issa vation, but having your snsforgiven?
Hegoesonto say that wemust: “...recelveforgivenessby faith (Acts 26:18). The Lord hasaready forgiven
everyone ssains(1 John 2:2). That' sgrace. But we haveto put faith in what God has dready accomplished
by grace to be saved (Eph. 2:8)”.

Ohredlly? Just afew paragraphs back, Mr. Wommack defined redemption as “the forgiveness of sins’.
He said: “It was through the shedding of Jesus' blood that you received redemption, which is the
forgivenessof your Sns’. Redemptionistheforgivenessof your sins. Well, when exactly wereY OUR Sins
forgiven, according to Mr. Wommack? They were forgiven 2000 years ago. So then, if the definition of
redemption is having your sinsforgiven, and Y OUR sinswere forgiven 2000 years ago, what does that
mean? It meansthat you were redeemed 2000 years ago. Thisis the whole reason we don’t have to ask
to beforgiven, isn't it? Because we were dready forgiven, long ago? If your snswere “forgiven” 2000
yearsago, and if redemptionis“theforgivenessof sins’, then you were saved 2000 years ago—and no
amount of double-talk can change that equation.

Mr. Wommack is confusing theidea of Jesusbeing God' s propitiation, or ultimate sacrificefor al sinat
the Cross, and Jesus actudly forgiving al sin at the Cross. If Jesusactualy forgave ALL sin at the Cross,
then al mankind isaready saved, period. But Mr. Wommack, and al the other people who preach this
nonsense, refuse to admit that thisisthe logical outcome of their view of the Cross.

He aso said that Christians try to cope with sin by trying to keep every sin confessed, but that thisis
impossibleto do, and even if we could do it, that would put the responsibility of maintaining our savation
in our own hands. Once again, this shows he doesn’t understand what the apostle John said about
confessing our sin. John said: “...if we walk in the light, as he isin the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfromall sin” (1. John 1:7). In other
words, if wewill walk in the light that God revelsto us, then He will cleanse us from the snswe are
committing that we are not aware of. Then John said: “ If we confess our sins, heisfaithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us fromall unrighteousness’ (1. John 1:9). In other words, when
we become aware of asin we have committed, then al we need do is repent—true repentance includes
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confessthesinassin, (not a“mistake’ or a*“short-coming”), asking God to forgivethat sin, and turning
fromit. If wewill truly repent, then God will forgive usand cleanse usfrom the consequences of that sin,
whichisunrighteousness. Tofurther illustrate that Mr. Wommack does not understand what John was
talking about, consider the following quote from that same article:

“You might say, What about 1 John 1:9?" I'm glad you brought that up. First John 1:9 says,
‘If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness’. We don’t have to confess sin in order to be saved, to
retain, or to maintain our salvation. If | believed that was so, | would kill every person
who came forward for salvation. | might go to hell, but that’s the only way they would ever
get to heaven. We need to confess it, not for the purpose of becoming born again, but
because our flesh gets defiled. That gives Satan a legal right to function in our flesh (Rom.
6:16). Confessing we have sinned means we are coming back into agreement with God and
out of agreement with the devil. That stops Satan from dominating us through that sin and
draws the forgiveness and purity, which is already in our born-again spirits, out into
our flesh.”

Here you have a error, double-talk and blasphemy, al in one short paragraph!

Theerror isthe statement that we don’t have to confess our sinin order to: “...be saved”. So now,
according to Mr. Wommack, we don’'t have to confess our sin or ask forgivenessfor our sinin order to
be saved. My, my, my; salvation is getting easier and easier by the minute with this guy.

Thedouble-talk ishisstatement that confessing asin produces”forgiveness’. But wait aminute! | thought
all our past, present and future sins were already forgiven? Isn’t that why we don’t have to ask for
forgivenessto be saved? Isn't that why we don't have to confess our Snsto be saved? Y ou mean we don't
haveto be confess our sinsor ask forgiveness of our sinsto be saved initialy, but wehaveto confess our
sins after we are saved in order to be forgiven?

Theblagphemy ishis statement that forgiveness—which, according to him, weshouldn’t even haveto be
seeking after in the first place, sinceit’s al been forgiven—actually comes out of “...our born again
Spirits’. Solet’sseeif | havethisright. Sinisno problem because Jesus already forgave ALL sin at the
Cross. Therefore, we should not confessor ask to be forgiven for our sinsin order to be saved. But once
weare saved, if wedo sin (whichisno problem), we should confess and seek forgivenessfor those sins.
However, sincetheforgiveness of God residesinside of us, we can simply forgive our sel veswhenever
we sin. Where are those pesky Pharisees when you need them? | can dmost hear them saying: “Why doth
this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only”? (Mk. 2:7)

In another article, called The War |s Over, he makes more outrages statements. I’ d like to quote fromit,
just so you know what kind of person you are dealing with.

“The truth is, sin isn’'t even an issue with God. . .One of the most misunderstood
doctrines in the Bible is what really happened when Jesus came to earth, fulfilled the Law,
and was sacrificed for our sins. When He said in John 19:30 “It is finished,” everything
changed. Jesus forever changed the way God relates to mankind. Sure, there are
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scriptural examples of God’'s catastrophic judgment on sin. But God’s greatest act of
judgment was when He placed His entire wrath upon Jesus for our sins. This forever
satisfied God’s wrath. Since that time, God hasn’t been judging our sins (2 Cor. 5:19).

Prior to Jesus’ coming, God’s wrath was against man for his sins. It wasn’t total wrath.
Even in the Old Testament, we see God’s mercy and grace. Yet the Old Testament Law
was a ministry of wrath (Rom. 4:15; 2 Cor. 3:7, and 9), and man’s sins were held against
him. But when Jesus came, God quit holding man’s sins against him. This is exactly
what 2 Corinthians 5:19 and 21 say,

“To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word
of reconciliation...For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”

The word ‘reconciliation’ is talking about making peace. God was no longer holding us
accountable. Instead, He imputed our sins to Jesus, making Jesus accountable for our
sins. . .When we say God is still judging us for our sins as individuals or corporately
as a nation, we are saying that the price Jesus paid wasn’t enough. Therefore, a
judgment must again be made and a sentence passed. That would be “double jeopardy,”
and that is not what the Bible teaches.

Some of you may not like this, but it's true. Sin isn’t a problem with God anymore. It's
the church that has made it a major deal. Neither past, present, nor future sins can
separate us from God. The only people who will go to hell are those who have spurned
and rejected the greatest sacrifice that has ever been made. In heaven, we won’t answer
for our individual sins; Jesus already has. We will answer for our acceptance or
rejection of Jesus.

You might now be thinking, You're just giving people a license to sin. Well, it seems to me
that people are doing a pretty good job of that without a license. What I'm saying will not
free you to sin; it will free you from the condemnation and the guilt that comes
when you do sin.”

Thereare so many error inthisquote, | don’t even know whereto begin. | could do awhole chat session
just untwisting al the Scripture thisman hastwisted. Let’ s start with the last few comments, for thisisthe
crux of hisdelusion. Thisiswhat the demons are after. Thisiswhat they would like every one of usto
believe, for anyone who believesit will probably end up in Hell.

He saysthat what he isteaching will not encourage people to sin. Rather, it will free them from the
condemnation and guilt that comeswhen they do sin. And why won't wefeel condemned or guilty when
we sin?lsit because our conscience bothered us and we truly repented, and now we rest in the knowledge
that Jesushasforgiven us? No. That’ snot what Mr. Wommack istalking about. He' ssaying wewill fed
no guilt because we know the neither our present or future sins can separate us from God, and because
know we won't answer for any of our sins because Jesus has already answered for them.

Mr. Wommack’ swhole point in thisarticle is that because Jesus took our place on the Cross and suffered
thewrath of God on our behaf, the war between God and man is over. Mankind has been reconciled to
God. He saysthat Jesus forever changed the way God relates to mankind. Once He judged Jesusin our
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place, thisforever satisfied God’ swrath. Godisno longer angry at mankind, eventhesinners. He says
that when Jesus came, God quit holding man’ ssinsagaingt him. Heisno longer judging anyone ssin—and
thosewho think God istill judging usfor our Snsasindividuasor corporately asanation, are saying that
the price Jesus paid wasn’'t enough.

So God isno longer holding man’ s sins against him? And God' swrath has been appeased? Well, if this
istrue, we better cut the book of John out of our Bibles, for clearly the gpostle John didn’t know what he
wastaking about! Hewas <till under theillusionthat Godisangry at sin, for he spoke about the “ wrath”
abiding on unbelievers. He said: “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:36). You aso
better cut the books of Romans, Ephesians, Colossians and First Thessalonians out of your Biblestoo. For
the men who wrote these books clearly didn’t understand that the “war is over” between God and
mankind. They talk about the coming wrath of God upon the unsaved.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;
Romans 1:18

Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God |leadeth thee to
repentance? But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up
unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God,

Romans 2:4-5

For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous
man, who isan idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
of God. Let no man deceive you with vain words. for because of these
things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.
Ephesians 5:5-6

Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness,
whichisidolatry: For which things sake the wrath of God cometh on the
children of disobedience:

Colossians 3:5-6

And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even
Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.
|. Thessalonians 1:10
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For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus
that are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of
your own countrymen, even as they {did} from the Jews, who both killed
the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing
to God, but hostile to all men, hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles
that they might be saved; with the result that they always fill up the
measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.

|. Thessalonians 2:14-16 NAS

Once again, an ignorance of what Jesusdid, and did not do, on the Cross produces al kind of error and
false concepts. If Jesustook al of God' swrath, like Mr. Wommack saysHe did, then therewould be no
wrath |eft to pour out on the children of disobedience. If Jesustook al of God’ swrath, likeMr. Wommack
says Hedid, then there would be no Day of Wrath in the future. The Day of Wrath aready came and went
2000 years ago.

Y ou seg, thereisabig difference between the ideathat God’ s wrath was temporarily appeased by what
Jesusdid onthe Cross, in order to give men and women achance to repent before that wrath is poured
out on the Day of Wrath; and theideathat God’ s wrath was completely spent on Jesus when He was on
the Cross, and now thereisno morewrath left to pour out. Can you see how subtle the Serpent is? 1’11 bet
this guy deceives 99 out every 100 people who listen to him.

Beforewe move on, | would like to say alittle something about the spin he putson I1. Corinthians 5:19.
Thisversewas brought up last week and it took me by surprise. | didn't really have an answer for it. But
letslook at if for aminute, in context.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God,
who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us
the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling
the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us. we pray
you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.

I1. Corinthians 17-20

First of al, Paul istalking about believersin this passage. He says all things are of God, who has
“reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ”. Then he says that God has given him “the ministry of
reconciliation” and committed to him “the word of reconciliation”. That word of reconciliation isthe
gospdl. It sthat Jesus came into thisworld to reconcile God and man. Thus, Paul reiterates thiswhen he
saysthat “ God wasin Christ reconciling the world to himself, not imputing their trespassesto them”.
Then he endsthis passage by telling the beievers a Corinth that God was beseeching them, through himself
to “be reconciled to God”. So the phrase—" God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not
imputing their trespasses to them”—must be kept in this context. Y ou can't just yank it out of this passage
and hang in out there al by itself. Mr. Wommack is twisting God’' s word.
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He spinsthis phrase to mean that God has once and for dl, reconciled dl mento Himsdlf by the Cross. But
if thisistrue, why did Paul plead with the Corinthiansto “ be reconciled to God” ? Weren't the Corinthians
already reconciled to God 2000 years ago, dong with therest of mankind? Certainly they were reconciled
to God when they became believers. Sowhy isPaul calling them to be re-reconciled? The reason Paul
is calling them to be re-reconciled is because of the spiritual condition they were in.

Anyonewho has done any kind of study on the Corinthian assembly will know that thischurch wasagiant
mess. Y ou had aguy who wasopenly deeping with his step-mother and the church didn’t care; you had
peoplemoving in atotally selfish manner a the Lord' stable; you had factions and church splits; you had
people abusing the gifts; you had people fighting each other and taking each other to secular courts; and
all kinds of stuff that was SIN. Therewas alot of sin operating in that assembly, and as aresult, they
needed to be reconciled to God again. Not saved again; but reconciled again.

All Paul was saying when he said God wasin Chrigt, reconciling the world, was that through the Cross,
God was providing a sacrifice for the world. He was providing the way for man to be reconciled to
Him. Hewas not busy imputing our sinsto mankind at that point. Rather, Hewas busy providing away for
mankind to be reconciled to Him. But only those who appropriate the blood of that sacrifice are actualy
reconciled to God. The only oneswho no longer have their sinsimputed to them are the oneswho place
their faith in that sacrifice. Anyone who has not yet appropriated that sacrifice to themselves through
repentance and faith, has not been reconciled to God, and | can assure you, their sinsand are till being
imputed to them. The unsaved remain the enemies of God and Hiswrath abideson them till. Moreover,
on the Day of Wrath, they will feel the full fury of His anger and hatred.

| havealittle audio clip of Mr. Wommack, where heistalking about thiswholeideathat God isno longer
mad at mankind because al Hiswrath was poured out on Jesus at the Cross. It s only about 3Y2 minutes
long, but it will confirm everything | have been saying.

Any questions?

Thereisno judgment | eft to be poured out becauseit was dl poured out on Jesus. Y ou don't have to worry
about sn because God isautomaticaly imputing dl thesinsyou and | currently commit to Jesus. God' snot
judging thisworld, or our nation, or any individual because of sin, since Jesustook careof ALL sin, past,
present and future, at the Cross. If this stuff isn’t the doctrine of demons, | don’t know what is.

Actuadly, what you have here is Satan’ s doctrine of the Cross. It’s purpose isto permanently close
people’ smindsto thetruth that God is il judging sin, and that Heisespecidly judging sinin the lives of
His own peoplein order to make them worthy of the coming kingdom. Thefact that the vast mgority of
today’ s Chrigtians have accepted Satan’ s doctrine of the Cross, and as aresult, have utterly rejected the
ideathat they must be made worthy of the kingdom through the judgment of God, doesn’t changeredlity.
Their choosing to livein areligious fantasy world won't change God’ smind. He s not going to adjust His
programtofit their delusions. The conditionsthe L ord demands—confession of Sin, true repentance (which
includesasking for forgiveness), and turning away from, or overcoming sn—will bemet. If youand | don't
meet them, otherswill—and we, like Mr. Wommack and all those who teach thiskind of theological trash,
will be the ones who lose out in the end. We are the ones who will miss the kingdom.
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