DEFEATING THE DRAGON

Sincethisisthelast Sunday of 2008, and since |’ ve been talking about the difference between putting the flesh
to desth and overcoming the power of the enemy for the last couple of weeks, | guess|’ll end thisyear on that
same note. As| said the other week, one of the reasons | keep bringing the attention of people back to the
invisible demonic ream is because, for whatever reason, so many ministries outside the Church System are
ignoring or downplaying it. There are certain kinds of attacks and temptationsthat we will face aswe seek to live
avictoriouslife, which no amount of denying the flesh can prepare usfor or deliver usfrom. There are certain
thingswe must learn, which cannot be learned by crucifying our flesh. Thisiswhy | have said again and again over
the last year that denying thefleshin not aglver-bullet cure-al. It' sonly haf the battle; and if you only fight half
the battle, in the end you will lose.

Even though somegivelip serviceto theredity that weareinawar againgt invisible spiritsaswell asour flesh,
intheir hearts, they redly believethat denying thefleshistheonly real battleweface. Deepintheir hearts, they
believetheway to overcomethe enemy isby overcoming theflesh. The apostle James said: “ Submit your selves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). You can't resist the devil by
submittingto God. Y ouresist thedevil by ressting thedevil. Neither can you submit to God by resisting the devil.
Y ou submit to God by submitting to God. Submitting to God representsthe one battlefront of crucifying theflesh.
Resisting the devil represents the other battle front of overcoming the power of the demonic realm.

Another reason | keep bringing the attention of people back to the invisible demonic realm is because the
Scripturewarnsusthat in thelast days, the power of the enemy will increase, and thisincrease of power will
enablehim to overcome believerswho would, under norma circumstances, not be subject to defeat. The prophet
Danid spoke of thistime; Jesus spoke about it; and Paul taught about it. But unfortunately, people don’t want to
livein thiskind of areality because they want to feel safe.

Another reason | keep bringing the attention of people back to theinvisible demonic realm is because we need
to understand that one of God’ sgoasfor His peopleisthat we overcome Satan to such adegreein these days,
that our victory will be the catalyst which dethrones him and once and for all.

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun,
and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. And she
being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. And there
appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having
seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And histail drew
the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the
dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour
her child as soon as it was born. And she brought forth a man child, who was
to rule all nationswith a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and
to his throne. And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and
threescore days. And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not;
neither wastheir place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast
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out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world: hewas cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And
| heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and
the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our
brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. .
.Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters
of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.

Revelation 12:1-10 & 12

Thereisso muchinthisportion of Scriptureto understand and digest. First of all, it tellsusthat thereare at least
3 generd groupsof believerslivinginthelast days—four if you count the starsthat were cast to the earth asfallen
believers Thereis (1) the Woman dothed with the son; (2) the manchild which comes out of her; (3); the remnant
of the Woman'’ s seed; (4) believerswho have been defeated and overcome (the starswhichthe Dragon caststo
the earth). I’ ve discussed this before in more detail in other chat sessions, but | just want to touch onit again
because of how it relatesto what | want to share tonight. Also there may be someone in the room who believes
thetraditiona church view that the woman and the manchild represent naturd |sradl bringing forth the Messiah.
| don’t believe thisisthe case, for severa reasons.

~TheWoman travailsin birth. Wherein Scripture do wefind National Isragl travailing
in pain to bring forth Messiah? The simple truth is, we don’t. In fact, we find that the
Scripture states just the opposite in Isaiah 66:5-7.

~The Woman is clothed the Sun. Thisis symbolic of the Lord Jesus. He Himself is the
sun. Heisthelight of theworld. The sun also standsfor the righteousness of Jesus—andit's
the Church, not Nationd Isradl, which hasbeen clothed with Christ and Hisrighteousness. It's
the Church, not national Israel, which has been given the revelation (light) of Jesus.

~TheWoman standson the Moon. Themoonissymbolic of the Old Testament economy.
Just asthe Moon has no light of its own, but borrowsitslight from the Sun, so the Law and
Prophetswerenot thelight of the New Testament, but amerereflection of it. All thetypesand
shadows of the Law and the Jewish ceremonies are fulfilled in Christ and realized by the
Church. Thelight of the Old Covenant is under the feet of the Woman,; it isin subjection to
her. But she covered with the light of Jesusand the New Covenant. This cannot apply to
Israel, either now at the birth of Jesus.

~ The Woman has a crown of twelve stars. Stars are symbolic of the saints, and the
number twelveisthe number of government. A crownissymbalic of glory, honor, and spiritud
authority. The twelve apostles hold a specia place of honor in the Church, for to them was
given the authority and the power (by Jesus and the Holy Spirit) to establish the Church.

~ The manchild isimmediately caught up to heaven. Thereisno gap here. Jesus Christ
was not caught up to the throne when He was born. There was a considerable interval.
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~TheWoman goesinto thewildernessfor 3Y2years. Thisisaclear referenceto thelast
3Y2years of this present age. Nationa Israel hasbeenin her wildernessfor over 1900 years.

~ Thiswholevision ispart of sixth trumpet. In Revelation 8:13 there are three “woes’
spoken of by theangel. Thesethreewoe sarethelast three trumpets, and the vision of the
Woman and the manchild is part of the sixth trumpet.

~ Theresult of the manchild’ s ascension isthat Satan is dethroned. We know thisis
afuture event because after heis cast out of heaven, the angel says: “ Woe to the inhabiters
of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath,
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time”. That short timeis 3%z years.

Since the Woman represents a corporate body of people, the child she brings forth also represents a corporate
body of people. The two represent two different groups of believersin thelast days. The place of onegroupis
inthe heavenly redlm. The place of the other group isin the wilderness. The ascension of the manchild represents
thefact that at that point, there has come forth in the earth acompany of people who are able and worthy to fill
the spiritua thrones vacated by Satan and hisdemons. There has comeforth in the earth, apeople who have been
tested again and again, who have been scourged, who have suffered tria after trial, who have gone through the
refiner’ sfire, over and over again, until they have been completely broken and purged of al rebellion and self will.
These saints are now ready to rule and reign with Christ from that heavenly realm.

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
Revelation 12:11

| would liketo point out afew things about this passage. First of al, when John said “ they” overcamethe Dragon,
he' staking about the manchild. Hewasn't talking the Woman (who isin the wilderness being fed and protected),
or theremainder of her seed (the outer court, given over to the Gentiles), or to the stars who were cast ro the
ground. Only the manchild actually overcame the Dragon.

Thenext thing | would likeyou to noticeisthat John said they overcame the Dragon. They didn't ignore him; and
they didn’t assume that God would automatically protect them from his power. They didn’t read I. John
5:4—which sayswhatsoever isborn of God overcometh the world—and assume that they had dready overcome
the Dragon becausethey believed in Christ. Theteaching that being a Christian equalsbeing an overcomer isa
doctrineof demons. If you think you are dready an overcomer, then guesswhat? Y ou will seeno needto actudly
overcome thingsin your life.

Also, please notice that John said they overcame the Dragon. The issue is overcoming the Dragon, not
overcoming“theflesh”. What God islooking for in thishour are people who havelearned how to recognizethe
enemy and defeat him. It’ strue, one of the wayswe overcome Satanisby “not loving our lives unto the death”.
But that’ snot the only way. Moreover, thereisadifference between the goal of overcoming the Dragon, and
theway you reach that god . People have madeloving not their lives unto the death the goal without redlizingit.
I’m not just splitting doctrina hairshere. It may not be apparent at thistimewhy it'ssuch abig dedl to keep the
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god, and the way you reach that goal, in their proper context and order, but it will become clear enough, soon
enough. Finally, we see the way they overcame the Dragon. John said they overcame him by:

~ The blood of the Lamb
~ The word of their testimony
~ They loved not their lives unto the death

Thisisnot meant to bean al-inclusvelist. Jamestold uswemust resst the devil; Paul told uswe must put on the
whole armor of God and stand against him; and there are various other instructionsin the New Testament on
how to defeat the enemiespower. But there are somethingsto consider regarding these threethings. Keepin
mind that Johnis not talking about our initial salvation experience. When he saysthisgroup of saintsovercame
the enemy by these three things, he' stalking about more than apast experience. He staking about how believers
overcomethe power of the enemy after they are born again. So let’ s consder the first thing John spesks of—the
blood of the Lamb.

And | said unto him, Sr, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which
came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.

Revelation 7:14

In this passage, we seethat afer becoming a Christian, God's people can wash their robesin the blood of the
Lamb and make them white. Why would Christians have to wash their robesin the blood of the Lamb?Don’'t
our robes stay white and clean automatically? No, they don’t. They can get soiled—and many timesthey do get
soiled. They get soiled when we live and walk in the flesh; they get soiled when wefollow after thethings of this
world; and they get soiled when we involve oursel ves with demon spirits, either directly or though relationships.
Thisiswhy Jesus said what He did to the believersin the church of Sardis:

Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments;
and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.

Revelation 3:4

When we come to Jesus, we receive anew (spiritual) robe that is clean and white. Animportant part of our
Christian walk islearning how to keep that robe clean. When we alow our garmentsto get soiled, we must go
to the Lord afresh, and cleanse them in His blood by confession and repentance. Most of the believesin the
church of Sardis had defiled their garments and were not worthy to walk with Jesusin white. But therewerea
few peopleinthat fellowship who had learned how to keep their garmentsclean. Thisiswhat Johnistalking about
when he saysthey overcame the Dragon by the blood of the Lamb. When our garments get defiled, it’ sthe blood
that washes them clean again.

However, in order to have that blood cleanse our garments when they become defiled, we have to realize they
are defiled—which a so meanswe have to understand and accept thefact that they can be defiled. Did you ever
wonder why the rest of the people in Sardis walked around with defiled garments? Do you think they redized
their garments had been defiled? Do you think they realized they were no longer worthy to walk with Jesus?|
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don't think so. I think they were peoplejust like you and me. They loved the Lord and they were surethey were
tryingto serve Himfaithfully. If they would haverealized the condition they werein, they would have repented.

How isit possibleto wak around, day in and day out, with defiled garments without even redizing it? Well, it's
eader than you think. There aremany doctrines of devilswhich produce defiled garments. One such doctrine says
that your garmentscan't be defiled because Jesus' blood automati cally keepsthem clean. Another one saysthat
all your sns—past, present and future—have aready been forgiven, sothereisnothing to defile your garment.
Another one saysthemost important thing islove; and loveisdefined as having spiritual union with everyone,
regardless of their spiritual condition. The list goes on and on.

L et me pause here and say something about walking free from theinfluence of spirits. Many peoplewho spend
their timemaking surethey are not walking in theflesh, walk under the influence of spiritswithout redizing it. It
fairly easy to come under theinfluence of aspirit through interaction with other people who are themsalves under
the influence of spirits, especidly Christians. Thereisno quicker way to open yoursdlf up to aspirit than to enter
into spiritual union with another person who is walking under some kind of spirit.

When you pray with someone, you are having spiritua union with them. When you wor ship with someone, you
are having spiritua union with them. When you are being ministered to by someone, and you arereceiving it, you
are having spiritua union with them. When you take communion with other believers, you are having spiritual
union with them. Even sharing ameal with someone or entering into casua conversationwith them, canturninto
gpirituad union. And when you have spiritual union with aperson who iswaking under the power or influence of
another spirit, you are opening yourself up to the influence of those same spirits.

| don’t want to delveinto thiswhole areato deeply, but just let me say that when Paul said Jesusis coming back
for aChurch that iswithout spot or wrinkle, he’ swasn't just talking about sin, or worldliness, or theflesh. Hewas
also talking about being free from any influence of demon spirits. If wewant to be ready to meet the Lord when
He comes, we have to be completely free from other spirits. So | encourage everyone in thisroom to start asking
God to giveyouwisdominthisarea, and show you how to stay out from under theinfluence of other spirits, either
in yourself, or in other people. It’s very important, and it’s a huge blind spot in most people’ s lives.

John also said they overcamethe Dragon by “theword of their testimony” . Thisentails much more than smply
sharing their persona testimony of how God saved them. It' s areference to the prophetic message God gives
them, to proclaim to aworld that loves the Dragon and to a church that isfollowing the False Prophet. It s not
your basic sdvation message. It’ snot the kind of testimony that tells people how much God lovesthem, and how
much He wants them to belong to Him, and what agreat plan He hasfor their lives. Rather, it'sthe kind of
testimony we see coming from the Two Witnesses.

And I will give power unto my two withesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand
two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. . .And when they shall
have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit
shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.
Revelation 11:3 & 7
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Theword of their testimony will be something prophetic. Johnisnot talking about giving your testimony of how
you got save. He staking about adeclaration of truth that will exposethelies of the Beast and the False Prophet,
and aso the wickedness of men’s hearts, which cause them to love these two enemies of God. That prophetic
word will cut acrossthe grain of everything being said by theleaders of the world and the leaders of the Harlot
Church. It will be aword that both secular and rdligious people will hate so profoundly, they will rise up and kill
the onewho isgiving the testimony—just asthey will murder the Two Witnesseswhen they havefinished spesking
the word of their testimony.

Thethird way John said these people overcame the Dragon was by loving not their lives unto the death. | have
no doubt this death isboth spiritud and literal. It isspiritud in the sensethat we are required to lay down our sdif
life or our flesh life. But it will also be literal. People will actually be killed.

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service.

Romans 12:1

If wewant to overcome the power of the Dragon in these days, our lives must become asacrifice—either aliving
sacrifice, asPaul spoke of in Romans, or adead one. And let me say againright herethat | believeit isimperative
that we embrace the message of the Cross (death to self) in thishour because God has given Satan the authority
to take hisseat inany vessel who has“sdf” onthethrone. All | have beentryingto say isthatit isjust asimportant
that we learn how to recognize and defeat the enemy, as well as how to dethrone self.

| feel sorry for the oneswho think they don’t need to worry about the enemy aslong asthey are dying to self or
walking in the spirit. Not only is such aview unscriptura, it doesn’t work in real life. Have you ever had an
experience where you were reading the Scripture, and al of a sudden athought comesinto your mind which has
nothing to do with your Bible study and you have ahard time stopping yourself from thinking about that thing?
What do you suppose your condition waswhen that happened? Were you walking in the pirit; or whereyouin
theflesh? Have you ever been meditating on the Word, or just meditating on the thingsof the Lord, and al of a
sudden you redize that you are no longer meditating on the Lord or the Word, but that you have been meditating
on something €l sefor sometime? What do you think your spiritual condition wasat that time? Do you think you
werewaking inthespirit; or in the flesh? How many timeshave you been trying to do somethingintheLord, and
you find al kind of things happen to distract you and take your attention off of what you were doing.

Listenmy friends, | don’t care how spiritua or mature or holy you think you are; and | don’t care how much you
think you are “walking in the spirit”; God has given Satan the authority to shoot thoughts into our minds. We
don’t have to accept them; and we don’t have to continue thinking on them; and we don’t have to act on them.
We havethe power to rgect them. But thereisnothing you and | can do can prevent him from shooting them into
our mindsat times. God has giving usthe authority to overcome them. But he has not given usthe authority to sop
Satan from doing that. We can be walking “in the spirit”—uwe can be singing and praising the Lord, or in deep
prayer, or inthemiddle of aBible study—and the enemy till hasthe ability to shoot thoughtsinto our mindsin
order totry and distract us. And if you are not aware of what ishappening; if you don't understand it’ sthe enemy
doing that and not your flesh, you are going to be very confused.
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Last week | mentioned thefact that when it comesto being kept from deceptionin thishour, theissueisnot God's
ability to protect us; theissueis God' srequirementsfor protecting us. | said the questionisnot: “Can God keep
us? because He certainly can! Thequestionis: “Will God keep us’ ?—and the answer depends on whether or
not we meet the requirements He haslaid out in the New Testament. | also said the reason so many believers
arenot being kept by God in thishour is because they are not doing their part—and the biggest reason they are
not doing their part is because of the many doctrinal errorsthey have learned down through the years. These
errors were specifically designed by seducing spirits to keep them from doing their part.

Y ou al remember the account of Balak, the king of Moab, and Blaam? |srael had just defeated the Amorites
and the Moabites were frightened. So the king of Moab called Balaam to “curse’ |srael so the Moabites could
defeat them in battle. At first Balaam didn’t go because God told him not to. But hisgreed finally got the better
of him and hewent. But when hetried to speak againgt Isradl, dl he could do was blessthem. He did this severd
times, until finally the king of Moab got soangry, Baaam was afraid hewould bekilled. That’ swhen he cameup
with theideato show Balak how to get the | sradlites to defeat themsel ves. Hetold Balak to “ send in the dancing
girls’, soto spesk, because heknew that if themen of 1srael went awhoring after them, and becameinvolved with
their gods, Israel’s God would remove His protection from the nation and it could be defeated.

Now who do youthink gave that kind of wisdom to Balaam? Do you think that kind of wisdom camefrom his
“flesh”?1 don't. | think it came from the spirit realm—and the same spirits that gave that greedy prophet the
wisdom to know how to defeat God' s Old Testament Church, are giving today’ s greedy prophets the wisdom
to know how to defeat God' s New Testament Church. It’ s the same exact trick—only it has been re-packaged
in a21% Century cultural context. Preachers and teachersfill the minds of God' s people with doctrines (of
demons) which cause them to ignore the requirements God haslaid out in the Scripture in order for usto remain
under His protection. Theresult is, multitudes of people who think they are being protected from the power of
the enemy, are not being protected at dl. They are completely deceived; yet they have no ideathey are deceived.
They walk around in a state of delusion, boasting about how safe they are becausethey aretrustingin God's
keeping power. Thisis such a pathetic situation, and you can be sure, Satan is laughing.

| dso said last week that our enemy has many kinds of wiles and Strategiesthat he usesto try and deceive us. He
hasadrategy for every kind of believer, and for every level of spiritual maturity. The more truth we acquire, or
the more understanding we gain of God’ swill and purpaoses, or the more we mature in the Spirit, the more subtle
and dangerousthe enemiestactics become. Thisisaredity that the some people have not cometo gripswith yet.
Mogt of us4till think that the more mature you get in the spirit, the less of athreat Satan becomes. Wdll, I'm here
totell youthat ain't true. | personally know mature men and women who have been deceived. Of course, that's
just my own personal testimony. You don’'t have to accept it or agree with it if you don’t want to.

| dso said last week that the strategies Satan uses on those who are coming to spiritual maturity are not the same
kind of tactics he uses on baby Christian, or on carna Christians. They are much more subtle and deceptive. |
think I’ ve said thisbefore, but | want to say it again becauseit’ s so important for our spiritual survival inthe
coming days—thereisabig difference between darknessand counterfeit light. Darknessisnot light; darknessit’s
theabsenceof light. Counterfeit light isnot darkness. It’ slight—it’ sjust not genuinelight. Genuinelight and
counterfeit light can be compared to thelight that comesfrom the Sun and thelight that comesfrom a60 watt light
bulb. Both kindsof light are“light”. But only oneisgenuine; only one comesfrom God (God created the Sun).
The other light is man-made.
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It sthe samewith spiritua light and spiritual darkness. Spiritual darknessisthe absence of spiritua light. Inthe
realm of doctrine and teaching, spiritual darknessisthe absence of truth. It isfalse doctrine or fal seteaching.
Counterfeit spiritua light ismuch different. Counterfeit light islight. Counterfeit light istruth. However, it’ snot
genuinetruthin so much that it snot coming from God. It s coming from another source. Thisisaconcept that
God' s people areignorant of. We are only accustomed to looking at thingsin black and white. We view what
people say as either true (light) or false (darkness). We judge what ministersteach as either true (light) or false
(darkness). Wehave not yet become skilled at discerning the difference between genuinelight (truth from God)
and counterfeit light (truth from another source).

| have been trying to warn peoplefor aover year now in thischat room that some of the religious spiritswe are
facinginthishour cantell the absolutetruth. They can minister correct doctrine. When areligious spirit speaks
or ministerstruth to us, we are no longer dealing with issues of light and darkness, or truth and untruth. We are
dedling genuinelight verses counterfeit light. In thiskind of aStuation, the yardstick so many of us have been using
all our liveswill fail usmiserably. If your standard of discernment rests solely on whether or not something is
“true’—and thisincludesbeing Scripturally true—I can assureyou that you are headed for trouble. Y ouwill have
no way of judging between genuinetruth and counterfeit truth because they areboth truth. Counterfeit truth isnot
falsehood or error. It istruth! But it’ s truth from the wrong source. That means, we must become skilled at
discerning the source of athing.

| don’t know haw to make it any clearer than to say that there are people out here who are having spiritual
experiences, who are getting spiritual revelations, who are preaching and teachings thingswhich are coming from
the wrong source. But because we are so used to using only the yardstick of true and fase, thefact that much of
their doctrineistrue, blinds usto the fact that the source of that true doctrineis not God. Once | realized what
was happening with these religious spirits, | opped judging things the sameway | used to and | began asking
God to reved the source of thethings| was hearing. When | did, | was even more shocked by what | discovered.
So much of what we accept as coming from God, is actually coming from religious spirits.

| can’'t tell you how many times somebody has sent me an article that they thought was great, and that | would
enjoy, but which had asit’ s source someother spirit. | mean, what are you supposed to do when someone sends
you ateaching that istrue, which has blessed them, but which you know came from apolluted source? Good
grief, people hardly pay any attention to my warningsasit is, even though | am always careful to producethe
evidencethat acertain personisteaching false doctrine. How muchlesswill anyonebelievemeif | try totell them
that a person who is teaching correct doctrine, is getting that correct doctrine from areligious spirit?

In one recent article | read, someone brother was decrying the fact that so many peoplein the churchesaretrying
to livethe Chrigtian lifeintheflesh, and that’ swhy they arefailing. At one point thiswriter giveshisview of why
the Early Church had so much lifeand unity. Hesaid: “...thelives of the early Christians wer e supercharged
with a joyous consciousness of the Presence of their living Lord. Because He was so real to them, all their
thoughts and affections rested in Him”. Then he asks the reader:.

~ Hasthis spiritual Presence of the living Lord become a reality to you?

~ Are you completely occupied with the indwelling life of Christ?

~ Areyou truly satisfied in Him, or do you keep turning back to the natural world for
your source of spiritual sustenance?
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Now thereis nothing wrong with what this brother wrote. Everything he said in the article was true. The only
problemis, hisanswer for dl that is happening right now issimply that people aretrying to serve God out of their
flesh, and not through the pirit, which takesacrucified life. No doubt thisistrue for many people. But thiscannot
account for all the deception we see.

Sometimes | wonder if those who focus on the battle with the “flesh” have any real understanding of what’s
happening right now. Tryingto serve God in the fleshisn’t something that just Started 20 years ago, you know.
Serving God in the flesh has been the main problemin the Church System for hundreds of years! I’ m not trying
to belittlewhat thisbrother wrote becauseit’ scertainly true. What heistalking about isaproblem that needsto
be addressed. But it’ s certainly not the main problem weface. Paul didn’t say: “...in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith because they will beliving in the flesh or trying to serve God out of theflesh”. He said they
would depart from thefaith asaresult of “ giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils (1. Tim4:1).

Whileit' strue, many are trying to serve God without going to the cross, there are just as many, if not more, who
are caught up in something much moreingdiousthan tying to serve God in the flesh. It' stime to wake up and smell
the coffee people! | could point thisbrother to ahalf adozen peoplethat | know personaly, and many morethat
| amvery familiar with, who would answer “Yes’ to hisquestionswithout hesitation—and every oneof themis
as deceived as you can possibly be.

Wearenot s mply dedling with peoplewho are doing Chrigtianity in theflesh, or with peoplewho fed good about
themsalvesbecausethey arerdligious. We arefacing astuation where people are meeting, and establishing avery
deep relationship with, aliving person who they think is Jesus Chrigt! Multitudes arefaling in love with another
jesus. They are serving thisjesusday and night. They eat, drink, and deep thisjesus. They believe they have
turned their backs on “the flesh” and “the world” in order to get more of thisjesus. Their lifewith Himis
everything. They areascommitted to him asanyoneinthisroomisto therea Jesus. Their jesusisjust areal to
them asthetrue Jesusisto you and me. Their jesustaksto them; he leads and guides them; he empowersthem;
he provides for them; he does all the things for them that the real Jesus does for you and me.

Thisissue God' s peoplefacein thelast days goes so much deeper, and is so much more dangerous, than people
failing to put theflesh to death. When | first started this chat room, alady cameinto the room who had been out
of the Church System for many years. She had aso been aone for many years. During those years she had
developed avery deep and strong relationship with a person she believed was Jesus Chrigt. | didn’t know who
shewaswhen she cameinto theroom; but later | found out that she had been on my mailing list for sometime.
In the room that night, | was talking about the fear of the Lord, and how one of the reasons so many are being
deceived right now is becauise they have no fear of God. Doctrines like Eterna Security have destroyed that fear.
Thiswoman got very upset because shefelt she had been delivered from any fear of God long ago, and that no
one should “fear” God. We should only love Him.

| wasvery gentlewith her, but | did ask her afew questionsthat she could not answer; and apparently that made
her even more angry at me. The next day, | got an very sarcastic email from her. She told me who shewasand
informed methat if | feared God, | didn’t know Him. Shedso said | had not yet entered the kingdom of God;
that my writings were just head knowledge; and that she had thrown them all away.

Most people would look at that situation and conclude that thiswoman isabeliever, but that she just needsto
get some of her doctrine straight. But | believeit’ s much more seriousthan that. She has devel oped avery deep
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and strong relationship with afalse jesus over the years; and one of the things that jesus has done istake away
any fear of God from her life. She not only has no fear of God; she hasno fear of being tricked or deceived. In
her email, she made it clear that sheisliving such avictorious life, she doesn’t worry about Satan at all.

Agdefromthebitter attitude she displayed in that email, no onewould ever suspect that anything waswrongwith
her. Shetaked agresat talk; and you could tell by what she said about her relationship with thisjesusthat shewas
totally committed to him. She had no love of theworld in her heart because he was everything to her. The only
problemis, it’ sthewrong jesus—and dl the preachingin theworld about putting the“flesh life” to degth, or about
not “loving theworld”, or about putting God' swill first in her life, won't ever help thiswoman becauselivingin
theflesh and loving theworld and not being ableto choosethewill of her god over her ownwill isn’t the problem.
The problem is, she’s got the wrong jesus!

One of the strategies Satan uses on people who are pressing on towards perfection, isto offer them the very thing
they know God wantsto bring them into, before the God-appointed time, or without paying the God-appointed
price. Thisisone of themost difficult tacticsto ded with because| and otherslikeme, preachthat it ispossible
to “go onto perfection” (Heb. 6:1). We preach that Jesus is coming back for a church that is*without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing” (Eph. 5:27). Now what do you do when you run across someone who claimsto have
reached that point?What do you do when you run across someone who claimsto love God so deeply, or to be
living suchavictoriouslifein the spirit, they smply do not have any desireto sin anymore?\What do you do when
you run across someone who claims they have gone so far in God, they will no longer sin?

Thefirst timel ran acrossthistacticwasinthemid-1980's, when an old family friend and hiswife cameto visit
us, after many yearsof being out of fellowship. Aswediscussed the things of the Lord that evening, heinformed
usthat God had “circumcised hisheart”. | didn’t know what he meant, so | asked for some clarification. He
explained what had happened to himin the context of killing adeer during hunting season. He said the when you
gut adeer, you can seeavery thin layer of film around its heart. Y ou can actudly take that layer of whatever it
is, and separate it completely from the heart. He then told methat thisiswhat God had doneto him. He said that
weall haveaspiritua film around our heartswhich representsthe “ flesh nature’ or the sin nature, and that God
had cut that nature completely off hisheart. Therefore, hewas convinced that hewould never sin again because
he could no longer sin, not having a flesh nature.

Wi, | sarted asking him questionsthat he didn’t like. | dso started bringing up passages of Scripture that flatly
contradicted what he had just said. After awhile he started losing his cool. He was Sitting on our couch and there
wasaglasstablein front of the couch. I got him so frustrated, he went to bang hisfist on the table, but he caught
himsdlf in time and only tapped it with his hand. | said: “Oops; | think | just saw the old man there, brother!”
Soon after that | let the subject drop because | knew it was pointless to keep talking about it. Even if hewould
havetotally lost it and punched meintheface, he would still have walked away believing hisflesh had been
circumcised—that’ s how strong the deception was.

Someyearslater, whilel wasliving in Alaska, the same basic thing happened again. A brother | had met at Art
Kaz scommunity afew yearsprior, had met someguy from Canada. He and hiswife and six kidsmoved inwith
thisguy. Both of them had |eft the church system. The brother who | knew, called me one day and asked meif
| would come out to their house and have some meetingswith them. | prayed about it and eventually felt theLord
released meto go. Four of uswent. Wedroveall theway to the East Coast of Canada, from Alaska, which took
about 6 days.
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| called these guys severa timeswhile on theway out there, and each time | did, | got more uneasy about the
wholething. The brother | knew, told methe guy he wasliving with had aredly intense spiritual experience that
they would tell me about when | got there. Well, we arrived in the town and they met usathelocal gas station,
then wefollowed them back to their house. From the timewewalked into the house, thisother guy that | didn’t
even know told me hiswhole story about how he cameto the Lord, and what they intended to do with the house
there. Finaly he got to thisreligious experience he had while shaving in the bathroom. Assoon ashe started telling
the tory, | knew where he was headed. When it cametimefor the big punch-line, he said: “ And do you know
what God showed methis experience was’? His mouth dropped open when | said rather casudly: “ Qure, | know
what happened. God circumcised your heart”. Then| said, “ And now you can no longer sin, right?” Hewas
alittleirritated that | stole his thunder, but he went right on explaining the experience again.

| had abrother with me who was pretty sharp in the spirit, and together, we had abit of fun, tag-teeming thisguy
into atheologica corner. Wegot him to admit that, according to hisown doctrine, thenext time he sinned, hewill
not be ableto be forgiven and would certainly go to Hell. We did thisto expose this guy’ s delusion to the brother
who wasliving with him, who had invited usthere to begin with. The Story getseven more bizarre, but I'll spare
you. The paint isthat thisguy had avery real religious experience. He said he actualy felt like somebody was
cutting hisheart out. After it wasdl over, the voice he had been following told him that he had just had his heart
circumcised and that he would no longer sin.

Thoseof uswho haveto fight guilt and condemnation on aregular basis becausewe are very aware of our short
comings and problems, will find it difficult to believethat people can get so deluded asto think that they can no
longer sin. But | assure you, they do.

Themessage| am trying to get acrosstonight isthis. If you want to be part of the manchild, then understand that
one of the main requirementsto be part of that group isthat you completely overcome the power of the Dragon
inthesedays. Now, most of hispower isin therealm of deception, and he can eadlly utilizetruth asaavenue of
deception. So | am asking you al to go to God, tonight, and ask Him not just for more discernment in genera,
but more specifically, for the kind of discernment that can detect the SOURCE of the thingsyou hear, or read,
and especialy experience. Many peoplearebeing decelved by truth that’ scoming fromreligious spiritsin these
days. Many are being deceived by experiences that are not coming from God.

Inclosing | would liketo say alittle something about the way | move, because | know more and more people are
getting offended at what | am saying, and the people | am exposing. | am gaining areputation for being anit-
picker and someone who spits doctrinal hairs.

Thesister | wastalking about the last two weeks has aweb site. | went to that to read some of what she had to
say. | was not looking for trouble; | was looking for edification. Thefirst few articles | read were right on,
doctrinaly speaking. But even so, | felt very funny or uneasy after | was done reading them. She al'so had a book
that she had written, and | read through some of that. Again, everything | read wasvery good. But till, that very
uneasy feeling would not go away. After awhile | realized | was feeling the presence of another spirit.

Finally | started reading the articles where she was saying we do not need to ask for forgiveness. Then, | read
almost everything shewrote, in order to get an overal fed of what sheisteaching. When | did, other thingsthat
werewrong became clear aswell. The error | saw smply confirmed what | had dready been shown by the Lord.
Another spirit was writing these things.
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Thepointis, | don't judge whether or not a person isinvolved with spirits by what kind of doctrine they hold.
There are people who disagree with some of my views, and | don't assume they disagree with me because they
are under theinfluence of another spirit. Thisisn't adoctrinal thing. The Spirit of God was checking me about
thissster long before | ever redized she had any error in her teaching. Eveniif | would have found no error, even
if every singlething shewrotewastrue, | would till be convinced that sheiswalking under theinfluence of
another spirit because of what | felt when reading her material.

All I amtrying to doiswarn God' s peoplethat we arein atime where that the measuring line of truth and error
isno longer good enough. We canand should still usethat kind of ameasuring line becausethereisstill plenty
of error and false doctrine being spread around. But we AL SO haveto start DISCERNING THE SOURCE of
ateaching or an experience. When you do, you will be surprised at how many thingsyou assumed were coming
from the Holy Spirit, are actually coming from religious spirits.
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