EXPOSING THE ENEMY

WEll, tonight | would liketo share something that’ s somewhat connected to last weeksmessage, and it
concerns*“ seducing spirits’ and the importance of “loving thetruth”. Y ou may recall that last week, | sad
thereareministers—particularly outs dethe Religious System—who are exposing the current gpostasy; but
who' sfocusisusudly on flesh and blood people. | aso said we need to keep in mind what the apostle Paull
said about thisend-time apostasy. He said, inthelast days. “ ...some shall depart fromthefaith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils’ (1. Tim. 4:1-2).

Seducing spiritstry to decelve usin therealm of teaching. They try to seduce uswith the Scripture. They
will put awrong spin on averse, or bring averseto our mindswhichisout of context, or quote only part
of averse, or quote aparticular verse that they want us to focus on, while blinding us to any opposing
verses. Most of God' s people simply do not understand, or if they do understand, they don’t livein the
redlity that seducing spirits know the Bible better than we do and they are more skilled at mis-using it than
weareat properlyusingit. Soif wedon’t want to end up being deceived, must walk in genuine humility
and rely on the Spirit of God to help us read and understand the Scripture.

The source of the current apostasy isnot al the false doctrinesthat are being taught—those doctrinesare
only the tools seducing spirits use. The source of the current apostasy is not al the fleshly religious
programs, or the worldly entertainment, or the secular business principles that are being used to run the
majority of today’ s churches—all these things are tools of seducing spirits. Thesource of the gpostasy is
not al the bogus spiritua experiences and occult power people are getting—those experiences are only
the tools seducing spirits use. The source of the apostasy isn’t even the fal se gpostles and prophets who
have taken over the entire Church System—these people are only the tool s seducing spirits use. Paul
clearly told us what the source of the last day’ s apostasy would be, but is anybody listening?

Instead of considering carefully what Paul said, instead of realizing how vulnerableweare and | etting the
gravity of thesituation Snk into our hearts, the attitude of many of those who redize we arein the gpostasy
is: “Well of course the enemy is behind what’ s happening right now. Who doesn’t know that”? Then
they continue to talk about the people, the false doctrines, the fleshly religious programs, the worldly
entertainment, the secular busi ness principles, the bogus spiritual experiences, etc. They never st downand
think about how al these people ended up so deceived—and they certainly don’t think they could ever end
up the same way.

Most of us have areason why we are different from those who end up deceived. We are confident that our
relationship with God, or our lovefor God, or God’ slovefor us, or our knowledge of the Bible, or our
sincerity, or our doctrines (like Eternal Security), or our religiouswisdom, putsusin acategory that is
somehow different from al the ones who have ended up deceived. But most of the timethesethingsare
just safety mechanismswe choseto trust in, to keep us from being deceived. One such mechanismis
receiving alove of the truth.

And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whomthe Lord shall consume with
the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:
Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and
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signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousnessin
them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they
might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion,
that they should believe alie: That they all might be damned who believed
not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

[l Thessalonians 2:8-12

Here, Paul saysthat those who do not receive alove of the truth in the last days will be deceived. Since
he said those who do not receive alove of the truth will be decelved, it’s only natural to assume that
receiving alovefor thetruthiswhat it takesto keep from being deceived. The problemwith thisview is
not so much that it' swrong—it’ snot. The problemis, it’ seasy to walk in deception regarding our true
spiritud condition. It’ seasy to think we have alove for the truth when we don’t. What “Christian” doesn't
clamto lovethe truth? Do you know anyone who goes around saying “1 hate the truth”? Many who say
they love the truth, many who are convinced they love the truth, are getting deceived.

Lovingthetruthisindeed one of therequirementsfor living under the protection of God in thishour. But
we haveto lovethat truth above everything and everyone el se—and that’ swherethe problemis. It seasy
to love the truth when that truth doesn’t challenge any of thereligious views or ideaswe hold dear. It's
easy to love the truth when that truth doesn’t interfere with any of the desires, or goals, or relationships
wehold dear. Chrigtianstend to create their own comfort zones, and then assumethey have arrived at the
place of loving the truth; but thefact is, they don't yet love the truth above all else. So the only way the
Lord can get usto do areality check and discover if weredly do lovethetruth abovedl ese, isto bring
usinto Stuationswhere we have to make a choi ce between those thingsthat are very important to us, and
the truth. Thisis one of the purposes of spiritual tests—to show us our true condition.

| persondly know people who have madetheloveof thetruth aspiritua safely mechanism and aretrusting
init for protection. Sincethey believethey love the truth above al ese, they redly don't think they can be
deceived. And the sad part is, afew of them have been deceived and don’t even redlize it.

We end up putting our trust in these different safety mechanisms because we are not strong enough,
emotionally or spiritudly, to livein the kind of tension that’ s necessary to remain under the protection of
God. Peopledon’t want to hear that they must walk every day intheredlity that they areinreal danger of
being deceived. They can’t handleit because they want to feel safe. Why do you think so many people
have swallowed the Eterna Security error. That teaching isadoctrine of demons. Seducing spiritsinvented
it precisely because they know how fearful people are. They know peoplewant to fedl safe. So they offer
them this doctrine, which gives them the feeling of security they want.

Aswewadk every day intheredlity that we arein danger of being deceived, we also haveto believe that
God isableto keep us safe, and that Hewill keep us safe, aslong aswe do our part. ASLONG ASWE
DO OUR PART!! Doing our part isthe key to remaining under the protection of God. Unfortunately, the
unpleasant redlity isthat most of today’ s Christians are not doing their part because of adl the errorsthey
have been taught—errors that come from seducing spirits! For thelast year, | have been exposing those
errorsinthischat room and | intend to expose afew more of them tonight. Thefirst oneistheideathat
we should never “fear” the power of theenemy. Various verses of Scripture are used to substantiate this
idea, but the onethat isused most often isLuke 12:5—But | will forewarn you whomye shall fear: Fear
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him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, | say unto you, Fear him’. The only
problem is, Jesus wasn't talking about Satan in this passage. He was talking about the fear of man. This
can be seen when you read the entire passage:

In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable
multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began
to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. For thereis nothing covered, that shall not
be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known. Therefore whatsoever ye
have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light; and that which ye have
spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. And |
say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them [peopl€] that kill the body,
and after that have no more that they can do. But | will forewarn you
whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to
cast into hell; yea, | say unto you, Fear him. . .And when they [ peopl€]
bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers[that is;
before men], take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or
what ye shall say:

Luke12:1-5& 11

The context of Jesus wordsrevea that Hewas exhorting the disciplesnot to fear religiousand/or secular
rulers. Hewas trying to prepare them for the persecution they were about to face. James would be
beheaded; Stephen would be stoned to death; and many otherswould be beaten and imprisoned. Tradition
tellsusthat al the apostles, except John, died martyr’ sdeaths. Jesus wordswere meant to prepare them
for these things by warning them to have more fear of what God might do to them if they deny the faith
when threstened with deeth, than the suffering men would inflict upon them. Men can only destroy the body;
God can destroy the soul in eterna fire. Consider the words of Paul in the following passages:

But | fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his
subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that isin
Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not
preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or
another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.

[1. Corinthians 11:3

You are observing special days and months and seasons and years! | fear
for you, that somehow | have wasted my efforts on you.
Galatians 4:10-11 NIV

| guess Paul forgot what Jesustaught in Luke 12:5, since he said hefeared the Corinthians hehad won to
the Lord would end up deceived by the Serpent, just asit had deceived Eve. He also feared that the
Gdatianshehad wonto theLord wouldn't remainin thefaith, and that hiseffortstowardsthem would turn
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out to be awaste of time. Now, | wonder what the people who say we shouldn’t have any fear of the
enemy’ spower think when they read these kinds of passages?| wonder if they say to themselves: “ Paul,
where' syour faith in God' s keeping power?’ Those who don’t want to consider the possibility that
God’ s keeping power might be conditional, prefer to read the following kinds of verses:

But the Lord isfaithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the
evil {one.} And we have confidencein the Lord concerning you, that you
are doing and will {continue to} do what we command. And may the Lord
direct your heartsinto the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.

[1.Thessalonians 3:3-5 (NAS

| thank my God upon every remembrance of you, Always in every prayer
of mine for you all making request with joy, For your fellowship in the
gospel from the first day until now; Being confident of this very thing,
that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ:

Philippians 1:3-6

What about these verses? Why would Paul be afraid that the enemy was going to overcomethe believers
in Corinth and Galatia, yet be confident hewould not overcomethe believersin Thessalonicaand Philippi ?
Why didn’t Paul do what so many of today’ s Christians, and Christian ministers do—which is assure
everyone that God will keep them safe from deception or destruction because He loves them?

The answer issmple. The believersin Corinth and Gaatiawere demonstrating how vulnerable they were
to deception and apostasy by how they wereliving. What they were doing revea ed their true spiritua
condition; and that condition was one of spiritual weaknessand carnality. Thosewho walk in acontinual
gtate of carndity, or those who get involved with legalism, are on the fast track to deception, and Paul was
right to fear that the power of Satan would overcome them because it would have, had he not written to
them and warned them, and had they not heeded the warning and changed how they lived.

The peopleinthe congregation of Thessalonicaand Philippi were different. Paul could have confidencein
them being kept because of how they were living. What they were doing revealed what kind of spiritual
condition they were actudly in. They were not carnd, and they were not on the verge of going back under
the Law. They had atrack record of obedience. Inaddition, Paul had awitnessin his spirit that God would
be ableto keep them because they were doing their part. Therefore, he could speak to them with thekind
of confidence he displayed.

Listen friends; theissueisnot God' sability to protect us. Theissueis God' srequirementsfor protecting
us. God iswdll ableto keep every sngle soul He has ever saved from being deceived or from faling away.
But thefact is, many have not been kept by Hispower. Many have been deceived and falen from thefaith
because the question is not: “Can God keep us? He certainly can! The question is: “Will God keep
us’ ?—and the answer to that question depends on whether or not we meet the requirements He has so
clearly laid out in the New Testament. If we meet those requirements, then we will walk under the His
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divine protection. If we don’'t meet them, then thereis no guarantee He will protect usfrom theenemy’s
power. Nowhere doesthe Bible say God will protect disobedient Christians. Nowhere doesthe Bible say
God will protect sinning or self-willed Christians. Nowhere does the Bible say God will protect proud
or arrogant Christians.

Satan has many kinds of wiles and strategies that he uses to try and deceive God' s people. He has a
srategy for every kind of believer and for every leve of spiritua maturity. The moretruth we acquire, or
the more understanding we gain of God’ swill and purposes, or the more we mature in the Spirit, the more
subtle and dangerous the enemies tactics become. Not until the sealing of the mind, spoken of in the book
of Revelaion takesplace, will weever be ableto relax. Until then, we have to be on guard 24/7. We have
to be wary of everything we hear and of everyone we are involved with.

Last week | tried to expose one of the strategies the enemy isusing againgt those of uswho have left the
Religious System, and who are seeking to “go on unto perfection” (Heb. 6: 1). It’snot the normal kind of
tactic he uses on carnal Christians, or baby Christians, or people who are all involved in the Church
System. It’ sthe kind of tactic designed for people who are growing up in Christ, and who are beginning
to pose athreat to hiskingdom. That tacticisto get usto focus on oneimportant truth, to the exclusion of
another important truth.

| said that every day we must fight a*“two-front war”. One front is denying our flesh life; the other front
isstanding againgt the wiles of invisible enemieswho aretrying desperately to destroy us. | pointed out that
many of the ministries| have come across out here are focusing on only one front—the need to deny our
flesh. Asaresult, they are causing other people to do the same thing. That’snot my opinion; it'safact. |
was not accusing all these ministers of being false prophets and false teachers. | was not attacking or
maligning their integrity or their minisiry efforts. | was merely pointing out that they have been tricked into
focusing on only one front of thiswar. | was exposing atactic of the enemy.

One of the reasons ministriesfocus on denying theflesh isbecause that’ sthe only thing they know. They
have no understanding of the whole demonic realm. They have no ideathereisanother front to thiswar,
so they just assume death to self THE battle we must fight.

Another reason they focus on denying the flesh isbecause, even thoughthey redizewearein awar against
evil spiritstoo, they think these spirits can only movethrough our flesh nature. Based on thisunderstanding,
they have concluded that the best way to defeat these spiritsisby denying theflesh. They don’t usually
comeright out and say it in so many words; but that’ sthe implication of what they teach. If putting the
flesh to death automatically closesany door for Satan to move through, then the only natura thing to do
would be to focus on putting the flesh to death. That way you are killing two birds with one stone.

Thisisadangerousway to approach the subject for two reasons. First of all, it'ssmply not true. Evenif
we had no falen sin nature, we would still be vulnerable to attack and possible defeat. Thisisone of the
lessons revealed by the account of the fall in Genesis.

Thiskind of redity doesn't St too well with some people. One person who heard what | shared last week,

wrote meto inform me how wrong | was about Adam and Eve s condition before thefal. The position of
this person was that before the fall, Adam and Eve were not “immune to their flesh”. The underlying
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assumption thereisthat Adam and Eve had “flesh” beforethey fell. Inthisperson’ sview, Eve must have
had “flesh” in order to be deceived, for theonly thing Satan can possibly useto deceiveusisour “flesh”.
What that person didn’t seem toredizeisthat such aview attributes our current fallen condition to Eve
before she fell.

Inthe New Testament, there areonly two basic kinds of flesh referred to. Thefirst kind of “flesh” istalking
about the substance of the physical body, or the body itself—either individualy or corporately (asin, the
human race). Theother kind of “flesh” istalking about the fallen Adamic nature, or what iscommonly
cdled the“sin nature’ that each one of usisborn with. Thissin nature, which isaso caled the “old man”
in the New Testament, is what Paul istalking about when he saysthingslike:

Thereis therefore now no condemnation to themwhich are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. . .That the righteousness
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit. . .For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the
flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. . .Therefore,
brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

Romans 8:1; 4; 5; 12

This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the
flesh. . .Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness.. .For he that soweth to
hisflesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.,

Galatians 5:16; 19 & 6:8

Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by
nature the children of wrath, even as others.

Ephesians 2:3

| don’t want to get into astudy on the difference between the flesh nature and the soul tonight, but just let
mecall your attention to the last verse| read, where Paul talks about the lusts and desiresof “the flesh” and
the desires of “the mind”—uwhich showsthat themind isnot identical to the flesh. When talking about that
invishble, intangible part of the human being, which isfalen and contaminated with sin, Paul clearly refers
to it over and over again as “the flesh”.

In other words, thefleshisour fallen nature. Soif Adam and Evehad “flesh” beforethey fell, then Adam
and Eve werefdlen before they fell—it'sthat smple. Y ou can't adopt a much more unscriptural position
than saying Adam and Evehad “flesh” (ie: aflesh nature) before they fell because there was no such thing
asa“fleshnature’ beforethefall. Theflesh naturewastheresult of thefall! What Adam and Eve had,
which could betempted, was a soul—that'swhat the mind, thewill, and the emotionsare. But their souls
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werepure. Their soulsweresnless. They had nothing which wenow know or identify as“theflesh” before
thefall. To say they did isto directly contradict the Scripture. Thisiswhy | said last week that Satan
doesn’t need our “flesh nature” to talk to us, or tempt us, or overcome us.

Obvioudy, he usesthat sin nature all the time becauseit’s available, and because it is much easier to
deceive usand from within, using that nature. But hewould still be aformidable enemy, evenif wewere
aspure and Snless as Adam and Eve were before thefdl. Thisisthefirst reason it isfoolish to focus only
on denying the flesh.

The second reason is because closing al those doors takestime. Degth to self isboth a processwhich puts
more and more of the “old man” on the cross, in experience, as we grow spiritually, and also, adaily
requirement. Wemust “diedaily”. Each day, aswe grow in Christ, more and more of our old ways and
desiresand habitsdie. But while partsof usarebeing put to death daily, other areasof our sdf liferemain
very much dive, and each of those untouched areasis apossible open door for demonic activity. We need
to be able to recognize and defeat the enemy when he starts moving in one of those areas.

Inaddition, we are not awaysinstantly obedient when it comesto the areas God isworking on, in regard
to our sdf life. Many timesit takes us awhile to turn some desire, or goal, or habit, or possession, or
doctrina sacred cow, or relationship, over to the death of the cross. During that time of resistance to the
leading of the Spirit, the enemy also has an open door to attack us.

I’ m sorry, but there are no spiritual safety mechanismswhich will keep us safe. But someonewill say:
“ Brother Dan, that’s a horrible thing to say! The only thing we need to place our trust inis God”.
WEéll, how many peoplewho have ended up deceived, “ placed their trust in God” ? Do wethink we are
theonly oneswho aretrusting in God for protection? \What makesour trustin God more effective that their
trust in God? Do you think those who have been deceived didn't redlly love God? Do you think none of
them loved the truth? Too many of uswho have not been deceived, tend to think we are in some kind of
specid category that’s different from the ones who have been deceived. We tend to think there is some
kind of fundamental flaw in them that isnot in us. We end up thinking thisway becauseif wedon’t, we
wouldn’t have any assurance that we won't end up like them.

But you see, that’ sthe whole point! God doesn’t want you and | walking inthat kind of assurance. He
wantsuswalkingin theredlity that we can be deceived. Waking inthiskind of redlity keepsushumble.
It keeps us on our toes. It keeps uswatching all the time. It causes usto stay on the wall, to be on our
guard, day and night. It keeps us from coasting, or from slacking off, or from drifting, spiritually.

That’ sthe lesson you seein Gideon’ s 300. The reason those 300 men were chosen out from all the other
thousands of soldiersof |sragl was because they wouldn'’t take their minds off the battle for amoment.
When it cametimeto relax alittle and refresh themsel ves with some cool water, they knelt down by the
water and scooped it to their mouthswith their hands. Taking thewater thisway alowed them to keep their
gye ontheenemy. They were careful not to put themselvesin aposition where the enemy could sneak up
on themwhiletheir atention was on something else. The battle wasthe most important thing. The soldiers
who fell ontheir kneesand stuck their facesin the water to drink were all disqualified because they took
their eye off the enemy. The battle was not the most important thing. At that moment their own pleasure
was more important. They put themselves in a position where the enemy could sneak up on them.

Page -7-



Godiscaling for another Gideon’ s 300 in thishour. Heis caling for a people who will not take their eyes
off theenemy. Heiscaling for apeoplewho will make winning thisbattle thetop priority intheir lives. He
islooking for apeoplewho’ sattention cannot be drawn away from the battle by (thewrong kind of) fear,
or by pleasures, or by responsibilitiesand duties, or by persona desiresand gods, or by anything ese. And
though there are times of refreshing in this walk, there are no vacations; there are no time offs.

Now, it’ sonething to understand the true meaning and typol ogy of Gideon’s300, and to haveadesireto
be part of that kind of aremnant; but it’ s quite another thing to become one of those kinds of soldiers.
Many thousands of people have heard thiskind of aword over the last 50 years and have embraced it. But
inthe end, many of them have became part of that company, represented by the soldiers of Isragl, who
were disqudified from that battle and sent home. Over the years, other things became more important to
them than winning the battle and God sent them home. Helet them make alittle comfort zone, and He
allows them to walk with Him there.

Today, awhole fresh new crop of spiritual Israglites are hearing that call and answering it. People are
leaving the Religious System in droves. But they are no different than al the otherswho have gone before
them. They will haveto prove themsavesworthy to bein that company of sonsthat God will useto defeat
Satan and set creation free. So once again, God istesting, testing, testing, to seewho among uswill befit
to be part of that company.

Oneof thetests God gives us, iswhen He shows usthat someone we admirein the Lord, or someonewe
arevery closeto, iswalking under theinfluence of another spirit, or is promoting major doctrina errors.
It isthen that we have to make a decision. Do we hate the enemy more than we love that person? Or are
wewilling to compromisewith theenemy in order to keep our relationship with that person? If winning the
battleisour first priority, then no matter how much welovethat person, regardless of how much respect
we havefor them, we will confront them about the Situation; and if they refuse to repent or change or seek
deliverance, we will separate from them spiritually.

That' seasy to say, but sometimesit’ sredly, redly hard to do. And when it ishard to do, thefirg thing that
happensisthat your mind triesto rationalize away the need to take any decisveaction. Thoughtswill come
that say: “Weareall worksin progress, aren’'t we? We are all being fashioned on the Potters whesl,
aren’t we? We all have room for growth and improvement don’t we? Snce none of us are perfect
yet, should | be stirring up trouble with this person | have loved. In other words, the temptation will
beto just let thewholething done. | mean, hey, we' redl on the samesidearen’'t we? They aretrying to
serve God just like I am. | don’'t want to end up attacking afellow soldier as enemy.

Thisisadanger for those of uswho have eft the Religious System. We al agree about the errorsin the
system, and about the people who are propagating them. We all see how deceived these big name
evangeistsand prophets and apostles are, and we don'’t give these deceiversinsde the system any dack.
They are preaching false doctrine, and as such, they are to be shunned and exposed—and | agree. They
should be exposed and avoided. But what about those of us outside the system, who start getting into
error, or who get involved with acounterfeit Jesus? Arewe as quick to expose themand separate from
them? Or do we tend to cut them bit more dack, sincethey are“oneof us’ (ie: they are acome-outer; they
are part of theremnant)?| believe we tend to be much morelenient on those outside the system; and you
can be Satan realizes thisand is using it to his advantage.
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Let me ask you some questions. | know some of you have a certain level of trust—or should | say a
cautioustrust?—in thethings| share. | don’t think any of you just accept what | say without question.
What if | started teaching something you knew deep down in your spirit waswrong, even though | had
versesof Scriptureto support it? What if | started teaching something you knew without adoubt wastotally
unscriptura? Do you lovethe truth enough to chalenge me? But thered question | wantto ask isthis: how
far “off” would | haveto be, before you felt like you had challenge meand separate from me? In other
words, what kind of error would you consider to be serious enough, that you could not tolerate it; but
would make you to contact me and say: “Brother Danidl, thisteaching iserror; either you renounce
it or I must stop coming to the chat room”?

What if | said God has been showing me there are fal se gospels being preached right now, and the most
prominent oneisthe one* which sayswemust ask forgivenessfor our snsin order to beborn again”. What
if 1 said “forgiveness cannot place usin Chrit”. What if | said the Jews of the Old Testament “did not ask
Godtoforgivethem—they [simply] offered the blood sacrificeto make atonement; [therefore] sinners
today need not ask forgiveness—they need only to receive the gift of life through faith in Jesus’.

What if | said: “Not once did Jesus say that man must ask for hissinsto beforgiven”. What if | told you
that based on Hebrews 9:26, whereit is said Jesus“ put away sin”; and John 3:4, where sin isdefined as
“the transgression of the law”; and Colossians 2:13-15, whereit issaid that the Law was nailed to the
Cross—I now seethat “al mankind wasreconciled to God through Jesus' death [and] our placeis[smply]
to share the good news that sin is no longer the issue because Jesus put away sin in Himself”.

What if | told you thet the Englishterms*“forgive’ and “forgiveness'—which arefound throughout the New
Testament—come from four different Greek words, and that “none” of those Greek terms “are
synonymouswith forgive’; and that except when talking about usforgiving our fellow humans, thetermis
not to be understood the way we have aways understood it. Whenever you seethe term in relation to God
and man, you should understand that it means*“remission”, and remission is something that has aready been
accomplished on the Cross for us by Jesus. He did it, and we don’t have to ask for it. All we haveto do
isreceiveit by faith.

What if | told you that when the New Testament talks about “ repentance” it has nothing to do with asking
God to forgive usfor our sins. Rather, the term smply means: “to think differently or afterwards, thet is
reconsider”; so that to repent simply meansto “reconsider”.

Maybe after hearing me make such strange statements you would say: “ But what about those peoplewho
aretruly born again and Spirit-filled, who at onetime asked God to forgive their sins? And what if my
answer wasthat God isthe one who chose to save them. So the fact that they asked Him to forgive their
sins, even though they didn’t have to, makes no difference. The words they said makes no difference.
“When it comes to the new birth, forgiveness accomplishes nothing.”

What | have just described isone of severa errors being taught by the same sister | quoted last week. |
hopethat you dl know the Scripture wdl enough, and thet you dl know the basics of the Chridtian faith well
enough, toredlizethat everything | just said regarding us not needing to ask forgivenessfor our sinsiserror.
And | would aso hopethat if | ever started teaching such an error, the next time | opened my chat room
it would be empty!
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Somewho heard last week’ s message, and who happen to know thissister, got very angry with mefor
guoting her—even though | wasvery gracioustowards her in my remarks, and eventhough | didn’t even
mention her name. They just couldn’t understand why | would pick on this poor sister, when thereare so
many other ministers out there who are preaching so many thingsthat are so much more dangerous than
theideathat thefleshisour greatest enemy. Well, I’ m not picking onthispoor Sster. | have nothing against
her personally and I’ m still not going to mention her name. I’ m picking on thedemon spiritsthat have
seduced her into believing and teaching another gospel. She is an example of just how cunning and
deceitful these spirit can be.

Even though these spiritsare very subtle, there are certain “trademarks’ by which you can recognize them,
for one of thethingsthey continualy seek to do ispervert thetrue gospel. The prophet Daniel said that one
of thethingsthe “little horn” would do in the last daysis*take away the daily sacrifice” (Dan.8:11-13).
Taking away thedaily sacrificeisnot areference to someonesitting in arebuilt templein Jerusalem. It's
talking about removing the effectiveness of the gospel by altering it or perverting it. Whenever
somebody deniesthevirgin birth of Jesus, or the physical resurrection, or Hissinlesslife, or thingsof that
nature, they are “taking away the daily sacrifice”. One of the fundamentals of the true gospel is
“repentance’. Repentance is a vital part of the gospel because without it, no one can enter into a
relationship with the Jesus of the Bible, or maintain a relationship with Him.

It’ svery sobering when you redlize that today, multitudes of peopleare being told they can receive Jesus
astheir Savior without true repentance—and al those who aretryingto do so arereceiving afalse Jesus.
Thefact that genuinerepentanceis not being preached in most Evangelical churchesright now isnot just
my own opinion. Brother David Wilkerson has been sounding thissameaarm for years. In 1999, hewrote
the following article, which warns about the danger of offering people Jesus without repentance:

“I wonder: do we evangelicals insist on a biblical ‘godly sorrow’ as evidence of true
repentance? Or are we leading masses of unrepentant people into a false peace? Are
we wrongly instructing them that all God requires of them is to say, ‘I believe in you,
Jesus?’ Have we cut short genuine conviction for sins? Have we jumped in and offered
salvation to those who haven't actually repented, who haven't sorrowed over their
trespasses, who haven't seen the exceeding sinfulness of their sins?...Such people never
experience a deep work of the Holy Spirit. As a result, they never repent, never sorrow over
their sins and never truly believe. Tragically, we've offered them something Jesus Himself
never offered—salvation without repentancel!...

...l once heard a man say, ‘I'm so glad | know New Testament Greek; it translates the word
repent as meaning, ‘to change one's mind.” No—this man doesn't know his Greek! The full,
literal meaning of the word ‘repent’ in the New Testament is, ‘to feel remorse and self-
reproach for one's sins against God; to be contrite, sorry; to want to change
direction.” The difference in meanings here rests on the word ‘want.’ True repentance
includes a desire to change...[and] a sorrow that's without regrets, one that's genuine, one
that ‘sticks’ in the life of the repentant person.”
“Whatever Happened To Repentance*
Times Square Pulpit Series; August 1999

The mgority of today’ s churches teach that the only requirement for aperson to become a Chrigtian isthat
they “ believe’ in Jesus—and most of them define belief as mental assent. But thisiscertainly not thetrue
gospd. In order to understand the Scriptura view of what isrequired to be regenerated, or born again, you
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only need tolook at what John the Baptist, Jesus and the disciples all preached. The Scripture says John
the Baptist preached in the wilderness of Judea, saying: “...repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand” (Matt. 3:1-2). Notice that John didn't tell the Jewsthey had to “believe’ in the coming Messiah, or
place their “faith” in Him. He told them to repent.

What was the message of Jesus? The Bible saysthat after Histemptation: “ Jesus began to preach and
to say, repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17). The Scripture also says Jesus
“...cameinto Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God and saying, the timeis fulfilled
and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:14-15).

Please notice that the Lord called peopleto repent FIRST, then to believe. Speaking of Hismission, Jesus
said: “I amnot cometo call the righteous, but sinnersto repentance’ (Matt. 9:13). Speaking to those
who told him about the Gdileanswho werekilled by Pilate, He said: “1 tell you...except ye repent ye shall
all likewise perish” (Luke13:3). How about when Jesus sent the twel ve disciples out, two by two? What
was their message? They went from village to village and “ preached that men should repent” (Mark
6:12). Peter continued with this same message of repentance after the resurrection. On the Day of
Pentecost, when Jerusdem wasfilled with Jewsfrom dl over the world, he stood up with the other disciples
and testified that Jesus was the Christ.

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made
that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when
they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and
to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost.

Acts 2:36-38

The writer of Actstells usthat the people who heard Peter’ s message that day were “pricked in their
heart”—not their mind but their heart—when they heard Peter’ s words. This is talking about true
conviction of sin. Something much deeper wasgoing on at that point than an apped to believe Jesuswas
|srael’ sMessiah with the brain. When the people were pricked intheir hearts, when they were convicted
of their sin, they asked Peter what they should do, and he said: “ Repent and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins...” (Acts 2:37-38).

Since Peter didn’t even mention the need to believein Jesus or put their faith in Hisatoning work, should
wetakethisverseand useit asaprime axiom to teach people they don’'t need to believein Jesus or have
faithin Himin order to be saved; that all they need to do isrepent and be baptized? No we should not.
Why? Because there are plenty of other passages which tell usthat sorrow for sin, confession, belief, trust
and obediencetoo, areall necessary for salvation. Y et thisis precisaly the kind of thing that isdone dl the
time by these seducing spirits.

What wasthe message of the apostle Paul? Hetold the Atheniansthat although God had winked at their
ignorance in the past, He “ now commandeth all men every whereto repent” (Acts 17:30). When saying
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farewd | to the dders of Ephesus, he recounted histhree-year ministry among them, how that in humility and
with tears he had testified to both Jews and Greeks: “...repentance toward God and faith toward our
Lord JesusChrist” (Acts20:17-21). Later, after hewasarrested, Paul recounted hisministry before King
Agrippa. He said he: “...shewed first unto them of Damascus and at Jerusalem, and throughout all
the coasts of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God.” (Acts
26:19-20).

Pleasenoticethat in adl these verses, and otherslike them, the most important thing is repentance. Thecal
to repent isalways FIRST—repent and have faith; repent and turn to God; repent and believe; repent and
be baptized; and in many cases, people were smply told to repent. The reason repentanceis so vita is
because without it, there can be no forgiveness or justification. Jesus made atonement for all sinonthe
Cross by Hisblood. But no one can receive any of the benefits of that atonement until they personally
repent and believe. Thefirgt stepinturning to Godis repentance. The second step isto believe. Repentance
includesgodly sorrow for sin, confession of sin, and asking forgiveness of sn. When wedo thisour sins
are washed away. We stand before God, forgiven and justified.

Bdievingindudes putting our trust in Christ and obeying Him, not just once, but every day. We bdievewith
the heart aswell asthe mind. Believing with the mind is accepting the truth. Believing with the heart is
obeying thetruth. Both are necessary. When we believe, we receivethe imputed righteousness of Christ
to our account.

Such smpleand fundamental truths, yet they are being attacked night and day by the enemy. Thosewho
come under theinfluence of these seducing spiritstry to pervert the smplicity of the gospdl. Insidethe
Church System, scholars continually try to explain away the need for repentance because they have
become convinced that the only thing that isrequired for salvationisto believe on Jesuswith thebrain. In
an attempt to prove thisunscriptura position, they try to equate belief with mental assent to the facts—thus
establishing mental assent asthe only real requirement for salvation. They also recast repentanceas a
purely mental operation. One famous theol ogian said that when the word repent is used in the Scripture:

“...it brings to the mind of the average individual the thought of sorrow for sin...But there
could be nothing further from the concept of the Word of God than the idea that repentance
means sorrow for sins...we find that the word translated ‘repent’ means ‘a change
of mind.’ It means literally, ‘a turning about.’ not so much a physical turning about as
a mental turning around...our lord and John preached that there was a need for a
change of mind: a change of mind concerning sins, a change of mind concerning
righteousness, a change of mind concerning their need...”

“Things Which Become Sound Doctrine"; pp. 66,67

J. Dwight Pentecost

The Greek word for “repent” smply means “achange of mind”, says Mr. Pentecost. Therefore, the
message of John the Baptist and Jesuswasthat “ therewas aneed for achange of mind” among the people.
They had to change their mind about their snful condition and redlize they needed a Redeemer. They had
to change their mind about the way righteousnessis obtained and cease relying on obedienceto the Law
of Moses to make them righteous and believe in Jesus.

If thisisthe kind of scholars our seminaries are producing...God help us!
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Yes, initsmost narrow and literal sense, metanoeo (met-an-0-eh'-0) meansaturning of themind. Itisa
combination of two Greek words: meta (after) and noeo (to perceive, tothink astheresult of observing).
It meanstothink differently after; an after-thought, different from theformer thought, which bringsabout
achange of mind.

But we must bevery careful when listening to preachers and teachers (and that includes me!) who are
expounding the Greek or Hebrew meanings of aword becauseit’ svery easy to be midead. The Greek
or Hebrew definition of aword must be kept in the overall context of the passageit’ spart of. In the case
of theterm“repent”, many ministers have been deceived (regardless of how smart they are) becausethey
fail tolook at thewhole picturethat isrepresented by thetermin the New Testament. When you read the
entireNew Testament, it immediately becomesclear that the repent was used in amuch wider sensethan
just changing your mind about your need of salvation!

Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him;
and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times
in a day, and seven timesin a day turn again to thee, saying, | repent; thou
shalt forgive him.

Luke 17:3

Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For | perceive that thou art
in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.

Acts 8:22-23

Jesus said if abrother sinsagaingt usand he comesto usand REPENTS, we areto forgive him. Clearly,
the Lord was not talking about the brother smply “changing hismind” about the situation—though a
change of mindis part of the entire process of repentance. Heistaking about the whole person, especidly
the heart of theindividual. Heistaking about the brother having agodly sorrow for the sin he has done,
about him being willing to confessit as sin, and also being willing to ask forgiveness for it.

The same appliesto Simon the Magician, who tried to buy God' s power with money. Peter told him to
repent of hiswickedness and pray for forgiveness. Peter wastelling him to do more than “change his
mind” about hiswickedness. He wastelling him to acknowledge that wickednessin his heart, for that is
wheretheideaof buying God’ s power originated, not hismind. He had to recognize that desireassin,
confessit as sin, and ask God' s forgiveness.

Repentance has to do with aturning about of the entire person. A change of mind isonly one part of the
process. It must also includethe heart if it isto have any eternal val ue because people can accept truth
withthelr brains, yet not et that truth get down into the heart and change them. When the heart of aperson
isaffected by truth, achangeof behavior takes place. That iswhy John told the Phariseesto bring “fruits
meet for repentance’ (Mait. 3:8). What Pentecost and otherstry to do is separate one aspect of the process
of repentance from the rest of the process, and then define that one aspect as the entire process.
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Now | reoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to
repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might
receive damage by usin nothing. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to
salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

I1. Corinthians 7:9-10

Here Paul talks about what it meansto repent. Please notice the chain-reaction, or the process, that takes
place in a person who is brought to a place of true repentance. Truth enters the heart and mind and
produces conviction, or agodly sorrow for sin, which in turn produces true repentance, which inturn
produces sdvation. That iswhy, whenever you see genuine repentancein aperson’slife, youwill dsofind
agodly sorrow for sin. The two should go hand in hand. Technically speaking, godly sorrow and
repentanceare not identical, for Paul said oneleadsto the other. But godly sorrow will always be present
if the repentance is genuine.

Now, the sster who isteaching that we don't have to ask forgivenessfor our sins, but rather, just accept
that forgiveness because dl our sinsare aready forgiven at the Cross, doesthe samething these scholars
do with theterm repentance. She saysthat repentance s mply meansto reconsider with the mind. But the
truth is, repentance is much more than that; and it includes asking for the forgiveness.

She a'so misusesthe Greek definitionsof theterms*“forgive’ and “forgiveness’. For example, oneof the
four Greek termsfor forgive (or forgiveness) inthe KJV, isaphiemi (af-ee-ay-mee)—Strong’ sreference
#863. Strong’ sdefinesthisword as. “to send forth, in various applications’. Aphiemi wastrandated into
the following English wordsin the King James Bible: cry, forgive, forsake, lay asde, leave, let (done, be,
go, have), omit, put (send) away, remit, suffer, yield up.

Concerning aphiemi, this sister gives Strong’ s definition and then says that the many applications used by
the trandators includes Matthew 8:15—" And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she
arose, and ministered unto him.” Then she asks. “How isit possible that a simple word such as ‘| eft’
could be a synonym of ‘forgive’ asis understood today according to the apostate gospel”?

Thisisavery deceptive. She gives ONE reference whereaphiemi istrandated as“|eft”; then she askshow
it spossiblethat this Greek word has cometo mean “forgive’. Thereader isleft (no pun intended) with the
impression aphiem never meansforgive. They walk away thinking that whenever they seeword “forgive’,
they should know that it really doesn’t mean forgive; it means something else. Well, letstest her theory.
Below isashort list of passageswherethe Greek term aphiemi isused int the New Testament. Wherever
you seetheword “forgive’, try inserting theword “left” (or any of the other words Strong listed) and see
how much sense it makes.

And forgive us our debts, aswe forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. For if ye forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
Matthew 6:12-15
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Wherefore | say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be
forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be
forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of
man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the
world to come.

Matthew 12:31-32

And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this
which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?
Luke 5:21

Wherefore | say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she
loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.
Luke 7:47

Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them,; for they know not what they do. And
they parted hisraiment, and cast lots.
Luke 23:34

Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are
covered.
Romans 4:7

And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up;
and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.
James 5:15

If we confess our sins, heis faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
| John 1:9

| think it’ spretty clear that the Greek term, aphiemi, doesindeed mean “forgive” wherethe trandators
rendered it that way. Now, either thissister isvery dick, and she knowsthat sheis misrepresenting these
Greek words, or e sesheisbeing spiritudly enlightened by a“ spirit” that she believesisthe Holy Spirit, but

isin fact a seducing spirit.

Onceagain, | am not trying to attack aflesh and blood person. | have nothing personal against thiswoman.
Shehasnever doneanything to me, so that | am seeking somekind of revenge upon her. Actudly, | have
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no doubt that sheisavery sincere person. | have no doubt that sheisvery committed to God. | am not
against her; | amagainst the spiritsthat deceived her. | hate these spiritswith apassion, and every time
they take down one of my brothers or sgtersin Chrigt, it makes me even more determined to expose them,
and help equip others to recognize and expose them.

Thissster dso hasalot of good truth in her articles. One of the things sheistrying to say isthat the gospe
asitisbeing presented right now does not actually produce genuine believerswho are” new creations’ in
Christ—and that’ s absol utely true. Another thing she saysis that because people don't understand what
it really meansto be“born again” they are being deceived and falling away—and again, thisisvery true.
Shealso bringsout how important it isto dieto self. And she has many other good truths. But she aso
teachesthiserror on forgiveness, aswell asafew othersthat I'm not even going to delveinto at this point.

Thepoint is, she has alot of good truth; yet there is some very serous error mixed in with it. Now,
whenever you face thiskind of asituation, there’ salwaysahard decision to make. Thissister absolutely
believes sheisbeing led by the Holy Spirit. Sheisutterly convinced that sheisexposing afase gospel that
hasinvaded the churches. Sheis convinced that sheis exposing the enemy. She bdieveswith dl her heart
that she is helping God’ s people to see atruth that many are not seeing.

So, the question is, how do you view her?“Is she one of us; or is shein the enemy’scamp?’ Isshea
dear sister who just needsto get some of her doctrine straightened out; or issheavessdl that’ sbeing used
by the enemy? s she on the same path that we are, but just at adifferent spot; or has she been led onto
acompletely different path?

Unfortunately, the redity we arefacing right now isthat these seducing spirits are using people astheir
toolsto deceive. Sometimesthey get so entwined in aperson’slife, itisimpossibleto separate the spirits
from the person—especialy when it comesto thesereligious spiritswho imitate the Holy Spirit. Oncethey
have gained control over a person and that person is convinced they are the Holy Spirit, you can't separate
that person from the spirits. The person isin such close union with them, when you attack and expose
them, the person feels like he/she is being attacked.

When thiskind of situation arises, it's pointless to try and explain to the person that you are not against
them, and that you are not attacking them. It does no good to tell them you are simply exposing and
attacking the spiritsthat hasthem deceived. They can't hear you—and even if they could, they would
never believeyou. Trying to explain thingsto them only makesit worse becausein their minds, you have
not only attacked them personally, now you aretelling them they arefollowing Satan instead of God; that
they arein love with areligious demon instead of Jesus.

Thisisn't somekind of areligiousgameweareplaying. Thisisn't just a“church” outside the system. God
is calling people out to fight awar! But many people don’t realize this, and as aresult, they are being
seduced by these spirits. They are becoming so one with them, it isimpossible to separate them. Thereare
plenty of people out here who are just a deluded as those in the system who follow people like Todd
Bentley and Benny Hinn—thedifference being that those out here are not foll owing famous|eaders, they
arefollowing the demonsdirectly. Thisisaday when we haveto be careful about every little thing: about
the people welisten to, about the books we read, etc. We have to watch everyone around us. We have
to watch everyone we are involved with. We have to watch everyone who ministers to us.

Page -16-



And just in case anyone misunderstands what I’ m saying about fearing the enemy’ s power, | want to say
right hear very clearly that thereisahealthy kind of fear that we should walk in every day; andthereisan
unhealthy kind of fear that we should never walk in. The healthy kind of fear comes from knowing how
vulnerable we are, and what kind of power God has given to the enemy in this hour.

The unhealthy kind of fear isbeing afraid to face these spirits or fight them. The unhedlthy kind of fear is
when weinvent or accept doctrinesthat tell uswe arein no real danger from them, or that we don’t even
haveto pay any attention to them. Thisisthe kind of fear that permeetes Christian churches. God' s people
are afraid to even talk about the demon spirits, let alone fight and overcome them.

Listen friends, we don’t wak in that kind of fear. We are not afraid of the enemy in that way. Whenever
| have achance to expose these spirits, | expose them. Whenever | get an opportunity to help abrother
or asster get freefrom them, | takeiit. | want to see these spirits defested because | hate them. | hate them
because | love my Lord Jesus and they are His enemies—" Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Ps. 97:10).
| hate them because | love God' s people, and | have seen them destroy multitudes of my brethren. | hate
them because | have had to sit by helplesdy and watch them destroy people | loved and walked within
the spirit. So | will continue to do whatever God allows meto do, aslong as He allows meto do it, to
expose them and defeat them, in my own life, in the lives of God’ s people.
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