SEALS, TRUMPETS & HEARING THE SPIRIT

Last week we looked at how seducing spirits can “ compare Scripture with Scripture” in people smindsand lead
them compl etely away from thetruth. The example | used wasa certain Bible teacher who wasgiving hisview
of the“Two Witnesses’ inthe book of Revelation. He sought to expose thetraditional view of these peopleas
the error that it is, but in so doing, he replaced the traditional error with hisown error whichisrooted in a
rejection of severa truths. Oneisthetruth of afirst-fruits of the Church. Another oneisthefact that the Two
Witness ministry will be aunusual ministry of judgement, and that those who take part in that ministry will do
things that most of today’ s believers would view as “un-Christian”.

Therefore, in order to make these peoplefit into his own preconceived doctrind mold, this Bible teacher sought
to changeand deny what John so clearly said about the ministry of the Two Witnesses. Heturned what will clearly
be aharsh ministry of judgment, which will be executed by divine power, into atypica Christian evangelistic
ministry—and he did this by comparing Scripture with Scripture.

Last week, we ended with hisinterpretation of how the Two Witnesseswill do the things John said they would
in Reveation 11:6, which is shut the heavens so it doesn't rain, turn the waters to blood, and smitethe earth with
all plagues, as often asthey will. He compared this passage to Revel ation chapter 8 and the blowing of thefirst
4 trumpets. In thisview, the results of the blowing of the first four trumpets are the fulfilment of the Two
Witnesses turning the water to blood, shutting up heaven, and smiting the earth with plagues.

Sincethe Two Witnesseswill be thewhole* endtime Church” in this Bible teacher’ sview, they will dso haveto
be your typical “Chrigtians’. They cannot possibly day their enemies (directly or indirectly), and they surely will
not be caling down plagues on the earth themselves, or turning the water into blood themsealves, or closing up
the heaven themselves. To do these things themselves would be very un-Christlike. So in order for the Two
Witnesses to be agood Christian witnesses, they will have to be powerless—which is exactly the opposite of
what John said they would be. The only power they will have isthe power to preach the gospel and pray for
deliverance asthey are being trampled under foot. Their prayersfor deliverance ascend into heaven and are
collectedinthe Altar of Incense. At some point known only to God, an angel will takethose prayersand hurl them
back downto earth. The eventsthat follow—which are the trumpets—aretheresult of those prayersbeing cast
back into the earth, and this is how the heavens are shut up, the waters are turned to blood, etc.

| didn’t havetimelast week to go into al that’ swrong with this strange interpretation; but | would liketo mention
afew of them tonight. Inthisteaching, our illustrious Bible teacher is saying that an event whichisclearly said to
take place between the 6 and the 7*" trumpet, is actually taking place beforethe 6" and the 7 trumpet. Also,
heissaying the 3“2 yearsthe Two Witnesses carry out their minidtry isthefirst 3v2years of the 7-year tribulation,
when the text implies strongly that it will be the last 3Y2 years.

| realize that some people believethe Tribulationisonly going to last 32 yearsand | don’'t want to get into a
debate about it. I'll befair though, and explain thetwo views. In Daniel’ sfamous prophesy of the first coming of
theMessah, hetadksin periods of prophetic “weeks’. A prophetic week isaweek of years, not aweeks of days.
So every prophetic “week” represents a 7-year period. Seventy weekstota are mentioned in the prophesy. There
were 69 “weeks’ until Messiah came, and then Hewas* cut off”. Then thereisa 2000 year gap; and then there
isafinal “week”and that week will also be aweek of 7 years, like al the other weekswere weeks of 7 years.
However, thereisan dternative view of those 70 weeks. Some bdievethefirst 32 years of that last 7-year week
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was basically the 3%z year ministry of the Lord Jesus before Hewas* cut off”. Thus, the only time period that
remainsto befulfilled isthelast 3¥2 years of that last prophetic week. In other words, in this view, the 2000 year
gap fdlsinthemiddle of Daniel’s 70" week, not at the beginning of it. If the gap falsin the middie of that week,
then the Great Tribulation will only last 3v2years. If the gap falls at the beginning of that week, then the Great
Tribulation will be 7 years. At this point, | still hold to the 7-year view, and you’'ll see why shortly.

Asl saidlast week, we must be careful when interpreting thebook of Revelation becauseit’ sfilled with symbolic
language and word pictures, and a so, in many placesit folds back into itself and zoomsin on a specific aspect
of someevent John hasjust seen and described. Some portions of Revelation are chronological in order and other
portions of it are not. But there are some things you can be sure of, just by virtue of reading thetext, asfar as
timing is concerned. Y ou can be sure the seven trumpets do not blow befor e the seventh seal has been opened
because it is clear from the text itself that the seven trumpets make up the seventh seal.

And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the
space of half an hour. And | saw the seven angels which stood before God; and
to them were given seven trumpets. And another angel came and stood at the
altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that
he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was
before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of
the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand. And the angel took
the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there
were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake. And the_ seven
angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themsel ves to sound.
Revelation 8:1-6

Regardless of what al the seals and the trumpets symbolize, the text makesit clear that the seven trumpetsare
all part of the seventh sedl. Indeed, the seven trumpets ARE the seventh sedl. They comprise the seventh sedl.
When the last or the seventh trumpet sounds, thisiswhat is said:

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying,
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders,
which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and wor shipped God,
Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art
to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.
And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead,
that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy
servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and
great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. And the temple of God
was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament:
and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and
great hail.

Revelation 11:15-19
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And the angel whom | saw standing on the sea and on the land lifted up his right
hand to heaven,and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created
heaven and the thingsin it, and the earth and the thingsin it, and the sea and the
thingsin it, that there shall be delay no longer, but in the days of the voice of
the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is
finished, as He preached to His servants the prophets.

Revelation 10:5-7

The seventh trumpet of Revelation chapter elevenis, | believe, the same trumpet Paul referred to when he said
“at the sound of thelast trump” the dead in Christ would rise (1. Cor. 15:52). | believe the seventh trumpet isalso
the trumpet Jesustalked about in Matthew 24:31, where He said He would send His angel swith the * sound of
aloud trumpet” in order to “ gather together His elect from the four winds and from one end of heaven to
the other” . When the seventh angel blows the seventh trumpet, the Lord will return. The mystery of God will be
finished. There will be no more delay.

So when you read this portion of Reveation, you can be sure of afew things. First of al, the trumpets and the
sealsare not different descriptions of the same events. The sealsrepresent one set of events, and the trumpets
represent acompletely different set of events. Second, the events of the trumpetsfollow the events of the seals.
So regardiess of how long aperiod dl these eventsentall, this particular portion of Reveationisin chronological
order. Let’sread what John says about the seven trumpets.

And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to
sound. The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with
blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt
up, and all green grass was burnt up.

And the second angel sounded, and asit were a great mountain burning with fire
was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; And the third
part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part
of the ships were destroyed.

And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning
as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the
fountains of waters, And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third
part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because
they were made bitter.

And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the
third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so asthe third part of them
was dar kened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.
And | beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with
aloud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other
voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!

Revelation 8:6-13
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Again, I’'mnot trying to interpret what al these symbols mean at thispoint. We re merely looking at what the text
actualy says. What | want you to noticeiswhat the angd saysat the end of thefourth trumpet. Hesay's. “...woe,
woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels
which are yet to sound”. So the last three trumpets—numbers 5, 6 and 7—are dso caled the “woes’ The“three
woes’ = the last three trumpets.

Remember, this Bibleteacher said thefirst four trumpetsare theresult of the prayers and the prophesy of the
Two Witnessesbeing answered. In order for thisto betrue, it would have to mean that the Two Witnesseswent
forth and began their ministry beforethefirst trumpet sounded. Sincethefirst trumpet isat thebeginning of the
seventh seal, what thismeansis, the Two Witnesses went forth as part of the sixth seal—or at the very least,
between the end of the sixth seal and the very beginning of the seventh sedl. Thisis utterly impossible according
to the timing of thetext itself because the seals and the trumpets are different sets of events, and they arein
chronological order. Moreover, as we shall seein afew minutes, according to thetext itself, the ministry of the
Two Witnesses takes place during the sixth trumpet, not the sixth seal!

And the fifth angel sounded, and | saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth:
and to himwas given the key of the bottomless pit. And he opened the bottomless
pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and
the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. And there
came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power,
as the scorpions of the earth have power. And it was commanded them that they
should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree;
but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. And to
them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be
tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when
he striketh a man. And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it;
and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.

And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on
their heads were asit were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of
men. And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth
of lions. And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound
of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. And
they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their
power was to hurt men five months. And they had a king over them, which isthe
angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in
the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.

Revelation 9:1-11

Thefirst “woe’—which is dso the 5" trumpet—results in the bottomless pit being opened and the locust-like
creatures ascending up out of that pit. These creatureswill be given the power to torment everyone who has not
been sealed by God. Since you and | will be on the earth at thistime, you better hope that the ones who are
“seded” arenot drictly “ Jews’ from thetwelvetribes—like most of the Church teaches—becauseif they are, you
will be tormented by these creatures along with everyone else who does not have that seal of protection!
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And the sixth angel sounded, and | heard a voice from the four horns of the
golden altar which is before God, Saying to the sixth angel which had the
trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. And
the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a
month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. And the number of the army
of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and | heard the number
of them. And thus | saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them,
having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the
horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke
and brimstone. By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by
the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. For their
power isin their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents,
and had heads, and with them they do hurt. And the rest of the men which were
not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they
should not wor ship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and
of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: either repented they of their
murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.
Revelation 9:13-21

The second “woe’—which isaso the sixth trumpet—starts off with theinvasion of agreat army in the Middle East
which daysmultitudes of people. But thisisnot thetotdity of the eventswhich make up the sixth trumpet. All of
the next chapter (chapter 10) and most of chapter e even comprisethe sixth trumpet. The next chapter tellsabout
theangel who hasthelittle book that John must eat and then prophesy from. It isthisangel who declaresthat in
the days of the seventh angel, there will be no more delay. Then we come to chapter eleven.

And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise,
and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that wor ship therein. But
the court which iswithout the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given
unto the Gentiles. and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two
months.

And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand
two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive
trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. And if any
man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their
enemies. and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. These
have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and
have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all
plagues, as often as they will.

And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out
of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and
kill them. And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.
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And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead
bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in
graves. And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make
merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented
them that dwelt on the earth.

And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them,
and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.
And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither.
And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. And
the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell,
and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were
affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. The second woe is past; and,
behold, the third woe cometh quickly.

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying,
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.

Revelation 11:1-15

Now, | want to point afew thingsout that should be obvious, but may not be. First of dl, youwill notice that after
the Two Witnesses have finished their ministry and they have been killed by the beast, after they have lainin the
streets unburied, God raises them up and they ascend into heaven in the sight of the very people who were
celebrating their death. At that point, the angel says. “ The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe
cometh quickly” . Thisisthe same as saying: “The sixth trumpet is past and the seventh trumpet cometh
quickly”. The*“second woe” isthe sixth trumpet. The “third woe’, the one which isto quickly follow, isthe
seventh, or the last trumpet.

So theministry, death and resurrection of the Two Witnesses dl take place during the sixth trumpet or the second
woe. That means, the sixth trumpet isat least 32 yearslong. It' s probably morethan 3%z years|ong because the
athird of mankind isalso killed during the sixth trumpet—and this happens before the Two Witnesses are sent
forth. Thisisthe another reason | till hold to the 7-year tribulation view. The sixth trumpet aloneissaid to be 3%2
yearsin length.

But the point | want to highlight hereisthat, according to what the text itself sates, the events of the first four
trumpets cannot possibly be the result of the prayers and the prophesies of the Two Witnesses because they
don’'t even start their ministry until the SIXTH trumpet! Even if those trumpets were blown one minute after the
other, or at the same exact time, that wholeideastill wouldn’t work. Thereisno way thefirst four trumpets can
be the result of the prayers, or the prophesy, or the ministry of the Two Witnesses.

Also, in stark contrast to the clams of our esteemed Bible teacher; the ministry of the Two Witnesses obvioudy
takes place during the second 3v2 years of the tribulation period, not thefirst 3¥2 years because at the end of their
ministry comes the seventh trumpet and the resurrection of the dead. Remember, we haven’'t done any
“interpreting” of the symbolsyet. We have only looked at what thetext actually stateswith regard thetiming of
these events. But that in and of itself will go along way in helping you to separate truth from error.
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I”’m certainly open to betaught by othersregarding Revelation. Therearealot of thingsin that book that | don’t
understand and can’t figure out. | would bevery happy if someone could explain them to me! Whenever someone
saystheHoly Spirit hasreved ed something from the book of Reveationtothem, I’ musudly interested in hearing
what itis. But of course, whenthey say the Holy Spirit has showed them thingswhich blatantly contradict the clear
meaning of the written text, I’ m not interested in that. WWhen someone like this Bible teacher says God showed
him the result of the ministry of the Two Witnesses takes place before they even begintheir ministry, 1 know he's
following another spirit.

The problem with peoplelikethisguy is, they aremuch too confident in their own ability to study the Scripture.
That confidence comesfrom accepting variousfa se doctrineswhich makethem blind to theredlity that we can
eadly beled in our Biblestudy by other spirits. Most of today’ s Christians have no idea that demon spirits can
lead them to compare the wrong scripture with scripture. But what' seven worseisthat when you try towarn
them about this possibility, they reject it out of hand and immediaey begin to give you al kinds of reasonswhy
suchathingisn't possible. The problemis, al the reasonsthey are giving you are based on false doctrine. They
are based on afalse interpretation of certain passages of Scripture!

Y ou need to get the absurdity of thissituation clear in your minds. In the Church System, you still haveabig
divison over what it meansto be“led by the Spirit”. Thisdivison started way back in 1906, with the event of the
Azuza S. Revivd. From the beginning of the Reformation inthe 1700's, till the outbreak of that revival, 95% of
thoseinthe Church Systemwerebasically Fundamentalists—and just like the Fundamentalists (and defacto
Fundamentalists) of today, they taught that the only way God speaksto usisthrough the Scripture. What the
Azua Street Revival did wasto bring back or restore the experience of hearing the Spirit directly and being led
by the Spirit directly. Fromthat point in history until thisvery hour, agreat battle has been raging between these
two main wings of Christianity—the Pentecostal/Charismatic wing and the Fundamentalist wing.

The question which has been at the center of this raging theological battleis how the Holy Spirits leads us.
Everyone agreesthat we should beled by “the Spirit” and not by our own reasoning, or our ownlogic, or our
own human wisdom, or our own flesh. But how are we to be led by the Spirit? Can the Spirit lead us directly;
or can Heonly lead usindirectly, through the Bible? Can the Spirit speak to us directly; or can He only speak
to us through the Scripture?

Thereaction of the Fundamentaist’ sto Azuza Street wasto not only to say it wasdl of thedevil, and that al these
new Pentecostd’ swere being decelved and following another Jesus; they actually declared a(verba) religious
holy war on Pentecostalism which haslasted to thisvery day. To thisday, Fundamentalist’ s accuse Pentecostd’ s
of serving Satan. Tothisday, they claim that speaking in tonguesis not agift from God, but instead, ademonic
deception. Tothisday, whenever you tell them God can lead you and guide you and speak to you directly, they
will say you are living very dangerously and you are heading for deception.

Y et, when you look at the doctrine and the theology of the today’ s Fundamentalist’s, if you have any spiritua
discernment at al, you will seethat much of that doctrineisabsolutely false and directly contradictsthe very
Scripturethey place so much trust in. So, you have a situation where people who trust implicitly in Bible study
to receivethetruth and be kept from error, and who militantly claim that God will only speak to usthrough the
Scripture, are themsdlvesfilled with erro—error which they got from reading and studying the Bible! Moreover,
they aretotally blind regarding any Christian experiencethat isdeeper than your basic salvation experience and
once again, this blindness came from their interpretation of the Bible!
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Y et, when you tell them you can beled by the Spirit directly, or hear the voice of God directly, or get awitness
to thetruth or error of something directly, or get aspiritua checking about something or get supernatura wisdom
or discernment on asituation directly, they refuseto accept, or even consider, such apossibility. And right away
they will warn you of the danger you are in of being deceived!

They actudly have the audacity to stand therein their blindness, decelved and steeped in false doctrine, and warn
youthat if you don't livelikethem and do what they do, you will end up deceived! Can you seethe picture yet?
Can you gppreciate the pathetic irony of it? They are blind and deceived—and they got that way through BIBLE
STUDY !'—yet they stand there and warn you that if you try to be led by God any other way than through the
Bible study, you will end up deceived!

Asblind as these Fundamentaist’ s are, they are not near as blind or dangerous as pseudo-Pentecostal’ s or
“defacto” Fundamentdigts. True Fundamentaist’ sarewhat they arebecause of their (fal se) doctrine—which they
got from studying the Bible. Defacto Fundamentalists are much more dangerous because they clamto believe
that we can be led by the Spirit in a Pentecostal way, yet they turn right around and say just what the
Fundamentalist’ s do regarding the danger of being led by anything other than the Bible. They talk out of both
sides of their mouths and they confuse God' s people. Some of these kinds of people have now |eft the System
and are ministering their confusion out here. | will probably be exposing one of them by namein the coming
weeks. (No; it's not our illustrious Bible teacher).

Thisisall part of the deception God isturning His people over to because they will not receive alovefor the
truth aboveadl dse. Yes, dl Christians say they love the truth. But they only love thetruth aslong asit doesn't
interferewith their life. Assoon asthetruth interfereswith their desires, or their gods, or their job, or their sports
and entertainment, or their relationships, they rgect it because they lovethislife and thethingsof thislifemore
than they love God or Histruth. That'scaled idolatry and the pendty for idolatry isreligious ddusion. God turns
them over to seducing spirits and they don’t even redlize it. They have no idea they have been deceived. They
continueto walk around confident that God is protecting them and they continueto assumethat they are safe
because they continue to study their Bible. Y et, God Himself has turned them over to Satan.

Satan has succeeded in pitting hearing God through the Scripture, againgt hearing God directly through our own
Spirits, hearts, or minds. However, thereisno such conflict inthe Scriptureitsdf. Thereisno war between hearing
God directly, and hearing God through the Scripture, in the Scriptureitself. That distinctionisan artificid oneand
it was created by Satan for a specific purpose. That purposeisto keep usfrom being fully conformed to the
image of Chrigt. It'sintended to keep us from coming to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.
Nobody will ever reach these goals without a being led directly by the Spirit.

For those who try to usethe Bibleto prove that we must be led by the Bible—I suggest that you giveit up! You
are wasting your time and you are a so demonstrating your ignorance of the Scripture because the Bible never
instructs us to be led by the Bible. Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow
me” (In.10:27). TheLord' s sheep hear (present tense) HIS voice and they follow HIM. Thisistaking about
hearing God' s voice directly.

Thefactis, many of today’ sministersare hypocrites. They talk about being conformed to theimage of Jesus, and

they talk about coming to the measure of the stature of thefullness of Christ, but then they turn around and say
we can’'t actually be like Jesus, and we can’t actually walk like He walked!
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| say, quit double-talking. Quit trying to play both sides of the fence. Either we can belike Jesusin thislife or we
can't belikeHiminthislife. If you believe we can belike Him, then quit saying we can’t beled directly by the
Spirit becausethe Lord Jesuswas definitely “led by the Spirit” when Hewaked among us. If you don't believe
we can be like Jesus in thislife, then be honest and say so. Stop being a hypocrite!

The discipleis not above his master, nor the servant above hislord. It is enough
for the disciple that he be as hismaster, and the servant as hislord. If they have
called the master of the house Beel zebub, how much more shall they call them of
his household?

Matthew 10:24-25

In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on
the day of judgment, because in thisworld we are like him.
| John 4:17 NIV

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Romans 8:29

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the
Lord.

[1. Corinthians 3:18

Those who want to deny that we are to be like Jesus and walk like Jesusin thislife are welcome to do so. But
they do so in contradiction of thevery Scripture they look to for truth and protection. Sorry my friends, but you
can't belike Jesus or be conformed to Hisimage without having the same kind of relationship with Him that He
had with the Father when Hewalked on thisearth. Y ou can’t possibly go throughout the day doing only thethings
Jesus wants done and saying only the things Jesus wants said, without being led directly by Him and hearing His
voicedirectly. A big part of the character and ministry of Jesuswas hisability to hear HisFather’ svoice and be
led by the Spirit in avery direct way.

I’m till shocked at times, regarding the ignorance of Christians when it comesto the work of the Holy Spirit.
JesussadtheHoly Spirit will “teach usal things’ (dn. 14:26). Hedidn't say the Biblewill teach usall things. When
John talked about those who | ft the congregations because they were not realy genuine believers, heaso said:
“But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things’ (Jn. 2:20). He didn’t say we know all
things because we study the Bible. He said we know all things because of the unction from God.

But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need
not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all
things, and istruth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide
in him.

| John 2:27
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John saidif you are agenuine believer, then you have an anointing that abideswithin you. That anointing teaches
usof al things. It' sthe anointing inside of you that bearswitnessto the truth when you heear it. It’ sthe anointing
ingde of you that teachesyou of dl things. Johnisn't saying that if we are a Christian, we never haveto be taught
anything by other believers. He' s saying that because of the anointing that resideswithin us, we have the ability
to bear witness or not bear witness to what those men are saying.

If you are dwaysbeing led by the Bible, then when somebody teaches you something that can be backed up by
versesintheBible, you will automatically accept it, evenif it' san error. But if you arelearning to be”led by the
Spirit”, youwill check your inner witness before accepting ateaching that seemsto be Biblically based because
thefact is, many people have been deceived by Bible verses. Many people are waking in deception right now
because they don’t know how to listen to theinner witness. They don’t know how to follow the anointing that
abideswithin them—and one of the biggest reasonsthey never learned how to follow that inner witnessisbecause
deluded religious leader tell them day and night that it’s too dangerous to do so. Thus, they remain baby
Chrigtianswho can easily be swayed by Bible passages; and they swallow anything they aretaught, just aslong
as someone can provide a couple of Bible verses to support it.

The peoplewho say we should only beled by the Bible claim they warn usnot to try and be led by anything other
than the Scripture because they arelooking out for our souls. But thefact is, abig reason they fear hearing directly
from God is because thiskind of hearing givesus accessto things Bible study could never provide. Hearing the
voice of God directly, helpsusdiscernthingsin red time. When you have the ability to hear God' svoice, Hecan
reveal secrets to you that the Bible can never reveal. He can reveal the wicked motives of a person to
you—motivesthat only God can see. He can reveal awrong spirit that’s moving in aperson; and again, that's
something only He can see. Through the anointing that abides within us, He can let usknow when someoneislying
to us. He can reved theidolsof their heartsto us. He an let us now exactly where they are spiritudly, and he can
tell us precisely what their spiritua problems are stemming from.

But you see, people don’t like theidea of that kind of information being made available to other men. They can
ded with theideathat God knows the secret things of their life—I mean, after all, God isinvisible and we can
eadly ignoreaninvisible God. But theideathat God would share those secret detaillswith you or me—now that's
awholedifferent story! Thisbecomesared threet to them. So they try to keep us chained to Bible study because
you'll never be shown any of their secrets, or their motives asaresult of Bible study! Only the voice of Godin
real time situations can reveal s those kinds of thingsto us.

If ther efore the whole church should assemble together and all speak in tongues,
and ungifted men or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are mad? But
if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted by
all, heis called to account by all; the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so
he will fall on hisface and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among
you.

I. Corinthians 14:23-25 NAS
Notice carefully what one of the benefitsof the gift of prophesy is. Paul saidif al prophesy, when an unbeliever
comesinto the room hewill be convicted because the“ secrets of hisheart are disclosed”. That means, through
the gift of prophesy, the Lord will expose the secrets of hisheart. A person who has never seen him before will
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speak the word of the Lord in aprophesy and that prophesy will contain details that only God and that person
knows. In other words, God shows one person the secrets of another person’ sheart. Ouch! Thisisakind of
“Chrigtianity” most of today’ schurch-goerswant nothing to dowith! They don’'t mindit aslong aswedl consider
ourselvesinthe sameboat—that is, we dl walk around confessing that we are weak and sinful people. Some of
them can even handle being corrected, aslong asit’sin adoctrinal framework. But when God uses you to
exposetheir secret things—secret motives, secret sins, some secret idolatry or somedemon sprit they arewalking
under; then thewhole story changes! All of asudden they bare their teeth and they say who are you to judge me?
How do you know thisthing isanidol inmy life?Who told you? Where do you get off telling me my motivewas
wrong for saying or doing that? How can you possibly know my motives?

Y ou see, when we have the ability to hear the voice of God directly, and be led by the Holy Spirit directly, we
also havethe ability to betold secret things. God will tell us secret things about other peoplein order to protect
us, and sometimesin order to help them. But many of those who professto be Chrigtiansarein fact, very wicked
people, and they don't likethe idea of God telling you and me secret things about them. So they have come up
with doctrineswhich say it’ snot possiblefor usto know the secret things of others. The only problemis, those
doctrines contradict what iswritten in the Scripture. The Scripture saysthat we are to be like Jesusin thisworld.
It also says we are to be conformed to Hisimage in thislife.

WEell. . .behold the image we are to be conformed to!

And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and
Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy
sins be forgiven thee. And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themsel ves,
This man blasphemeth. And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think
yeevil inyour hearts? or whether iseasier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or
to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power
on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy
bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to his house.
Matthew 9:2-7

And an argument arose among them as to which of them might be the greatest.
But Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their heart, took a child and
stood him by His side, and said to them, "Whoever receivesthis child in My name
receives Me; and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for hewho is
least among you, thisisthe onewho is great.”

Luke 9:46-48 NAS

And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to pass, when the
devil was gone out, the dumb spake; and the people wondered. But some of them
said, He casteth out devils through Beelzebub the chief of the devils. And others,
tempting him, sought of him a sign from heaven. But he, knowing their thoughts,
said unto them, Every kingdom divided againgt itself is brought to desolation; and
a house divided against a house falleth. If Satan also be divided against himself,
how shall his kingdom stand? because ye say that | cast out devils through
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Bedlzebub. And if | by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them
out? therefore shall they be your judges. But if | with the finger of God cast out
devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you.

Luke 11:14-20

Jesus had the ability to know the thought of peopl€’ s hearts. Where did that ability comefrom? It camefrom His
ability to hear the Spirit directly and beled by the Spirit directly. The Holy Spirit knew what these people were
thinking intheir hearts. He knew the secret things, and He often reved ed those secret thingsto Jesus. Jesusdidn’t
cometo know the thoughts of peopl€e' shearts by reading and studying the Torah! He could only know them as
theHoly Spirit revealed themto Him, directly. And | say again: most of God' s peopletoday HATE thiskind of
Christianity because they don’'t want to be exposed like that.

Aslong asyou walk beside these kindsof peopleand say: “ Oh yesbrother, I’'ma sinner just like you”—they
will put up with you. But when you cometo them like Nathan the prophet did to King David and you say: “ Thou
art theman; repent of this secret wickedness’ —that’ sadifferent story! Y ou ingtantly become the bad guy and
they turn onyou likerabid dogs. Y ou are ingtantly accused of being an unloving, judgmenta person who isgticking
your nose in where it doesn’t belong.

When you try and tell them that it wasthe Holy Spirit that showed you that secret thing in their life, and that it
needsto be dedt with, and that you are only trying to hel p them; they say you' re crazy because God doesn't do
things like that. They say God would never show you my secret sins and problems. But | have news for
you—God doesdo thingslike that dl the time. He shows usthe secret thingsin order to protect usfromliarsand
hypocrites and those who are deceived but don't realize it. He a so shows us the secrets things of men's hearts
so they can receive deliverance and come forth in Christ.

Not only isit hypocritical to say we should strive to be like Jesus, but then turn around and say we can’'t beled
by the Spirit like Jesus was, it's even worse to tell uswe can’'t even walk as other men in the New Testament.

And when they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they found
a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet whose name was Bar-Jesus, who was
with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence. This man summoned
Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. But Elymas the
magician (for thus his name is trandated) was opposing them, seeking to turn the
proconsul away from the faith. But Saul, who was also {known as} Paul, filled
with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze upon him, and said, "You who are full of all
deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not
cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord? "And now, behold, the
hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and not see the sun for a
time." And immediately a mist and a darkness fell upon him, and he went about
seeking those who would lead him by the hand.

Acts 13:6-11 NAS

Tell me: which Bible verse did Paul read in order to know how to handle that situation? Did he whip out his
“Pocket Torah” and try to find some verse that would be relevant to the Situation? No! The writer of Actssaid
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hewas“filled withthe Holy Spirit”. It wasthe Holy Sprit whotold Paul what to do! God talked directly to Paul
at that moment. That’s what it means to be “led by the Spirit”!

And at Lystra there was sitting a certain man, without strength in his feet, lame
from his mother's womb, who had never walked. This man was listening to Paul
as he spoke, who, when he had fixed his gaze upon him, and had seen that he had
faith to be made well, said with a loud voice, "Sand upright on your feet." And
he leaped up and {began} to walk.

Acts 14:8-10 NAS

Again, what verse of the Bible did Paul read that enabled him to know the man had the faith to be healed. Did
hewhip out his*Pocket Torah” and try to find some verse that would be relevant to the sStuation? No! The Holy
Spirit let him know that one man, out of the many that were present, had the faith to be healed.

When Peter announced the sudden death of Ananas because helied to the Holy Spirit, which verse of the Bible
was Peter quoting from? Which passage was he getting his direction from? He wasn't getting his direction from
the Scripture. He was getting it directly from the Holy Spirit.

Friends, in order for God to work through usto accomplish Hiswill, we need to learn how to beled by the Spirit.
And | don't just mean being led by the Spirit on magor issues. | mean being led by the Spirit on each and every
decisonwemake. Even assmall aswhat clotheswewear, and what gas station we stop in. That's how involved
God wants to becomein our lives.

The problem is not that peoplecan’t learn how to beled by the Spirit thisway. The problemisthey don’t want
to learn how to beled by the Spirit thisway because after al, what if the Spirit asksthem to do thingsthey don't
want to do?What if the Spirit asksthem to do thingsthat are strangein the average person’ seyes?If they redlly
learn to be led by the Spirit, He will take them out of their comfort zone—and they don’t want that!

Thefact is, many of today’ s Christiansdon’t want to know the truth. They don’t want to learn how to beled by
the Spirit because of what it might cost them. So God givesthem what they want. He givesthem agood excuse
to not learnto beled by the Spirit. He gives them religious|eaders who think they know everything because they
study the Bible; and those leaderstell them day and night that being led by the Spirit, the way the apostleswere
led by the Spirit, isn't redlly possible anymore—and even if it was, it would be much too dangerous of awalk
to pursue becauseit’ sso easy to hear thewrong voice. They tell them it’ smuch safer tojust stick with Bible study
because God will speak to you through the Bible.

Y es, God may continue to speak to you through the Scripture. But unless you learn how to be “led by the Spirit”

intruth and not just in talk, you will never befully conformed to theimage of Jesus Christ. Y ou will never reach
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ in thislife.
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