SEDUCING SPIRITS CAN COMPARE
SCRIPTURE WITH SCRIPTURE

Last week | listened to amessage from a Bible teacher on the “ Two Witnesses® in the book of Revelation. He
was exposing thetraditional view of the these people asthe error that it is. Unfortunately, as he so often does,
he replaced thetraditiona error of thiswhole chapter with his own error. Since Revelation isabook that isfilled
with symboliclanguage and word pictures, | usualy try to be generouswith those |l disagreewithinthisareaof
interpretation. But the combination of this guy’ s attitude—which was that he knows he' s right because he has
compared Scripture with Scripture—and the fact that some of the things he was saying were so patently false,
even according to the passages themselves, | didn’t know whether to laugh, or cry, or be angry.

Sincel didn’t have anything on my heart to share thisweek, | decided to expose thisteacher’ s blindness and
arrogance. My intention tonight is not so much to straighten out hisend-time doctrine asit isto demonstrate how
whacked-out aperson’ sinterpretation can get without them even realizing it; and to show how easy it isfor
seducing spiritsto deceive uswith the Bible. Y ou know, Jesus once confronted the religious leaders of Hisday
and told them that they were placing too much trust in their ability to study the Scripture. He said:

If | bear witness of myself, my witnessis not true. There isanother that beareth
witness of me; and | know that the witness which he witnesseth of meistrue. Ye
sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. But | receive not testimony
from man: but these things | say, that ye might be saved. He was a burning and
a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rgjoice in hislight. But | have
greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me
to finish, the same works that | do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent
me. And the Father himsalf, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye
have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. And ye have not his
word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. Search the
scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which
testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.

John 5:31-40

Thisisaninteresting passage. First of al, Jesustalks about those who bear witnessthat He has come from God
and is, therefore, Isragl’ s Messiah. According to he Law, it takes at |east two witnesses to establish afact,
especialy with regardsto aguilty verdict which resultsin death. A man could not be hauled before ajudge and
convicted and killed, based on the testimony of only onewitness. There had to be at least two witnessesto any
capita crime. That’swhy the Pharisees had to bribe severd peopleto bear afalse witness against Jesus at His
trial. They wanted a death sentence, and it takes at |east two witness to allow a death sentence.

When it cameto establishing Jesus' claim to be the Son of God and Israel’ sMessiah, thistoo would require at
least two witnesses; but Jesus actually had three witness. He had the testimony of John the Baptist; He had the
testimony of themiracles (ie: “works”) the Father gave Him to do; and He the witness of the Father Himself.
Unfortunately, the vast mgjority of Isradl’ sreligious leadersrejected all three of these witnesses. They rejected
John’ stestimony and they accused Jesus of doing miracles by the power of Satan. But how did they reject the
testimony of the Father? Jesus said they had never heard the Father’ s voice or seen His face.

Page -1-



The answer is, the Father testified of Jesusin the Scripture. Much of the Old Testament elther directly spesks of,
or in some way represents, or in some way points usto, Jesus. Y et the religious leaders of Israel could not
recogni ze the Person whom they continually read about in their Bible, when He came among them.

Jesustold theserdigious|eadersthey didn’t believe on Him because they did not have the Father’ sword abiding
inthem. Thisisinteresting because therdligious|eaders of sradl studied the Scripture day and night. Their whole
liveswere consumed with what we would cdl “Bible Study”. They poured over the only Bible they had—which
was the Old Testament—until they could quote entire portionsof it from memory. Y et Jesus said God’ sword
did not abideinthem. He said: “You search and investigate and pore over the Scripturesdiligently, because
you suppose and trust that you have eternal life through them. And these [very Scriptures] testify about
Me” I (Amplified Version)

The same appliesto many peopletoday, though maybe on adightly different level. Today, many people search
and investigate and pore over the Scriptures diligently because they think there issafety from deceptionin this.
They assumethat if they will just continueto search the Scripturediligently, God will keep them grounded intruth
and they will beimmuneto both doctrinal and experientia deception. Thisisthe samebasic error the leaders of
Isradl walkedin. | cantdll you that thereare many peoplein thisworld who study the Bible day and night, but who
arejust asfar from thetruth asyou can possibly be. Salvation comes from the Person of Jesus Christ, not from
theBible. Likewise, security comesfrom the Person of Jesus Chrigt, not from studying the Bible. Asamatter of
fact, theideathat “ comparing Scripture with Scripture” will keep us out of deception came from Satan, not from
God. The apostle Paul said we areto be “led by the Spirit” every day—not by the Bible (Rom. 8:14). Moreover,
God never saidthe Bible givesus*“dl thingsthat pertain unto life and godliness’. He said our knowledge of Him
gives us all things that pertain unto life and godliness.

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of
Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath
called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that isin the world through lust.

[l. Peter 1:2-4

Peopleread this passage every day and missit’ s message because they have been brainwashed by Fundamentdist
or Pentecostal defacto Fundamentalists preacherswho arebeing led by the Bibleinstead of the Spirit. Thefount
of al thingswhich pertaintolifeand godliness, according to this passage, isnot the Bible! It’ sthe*knowledge”
of God and of Jesus. Not knowledge about them, but knowledge of them. In other words, knowing them
intimately. Having spiritual unionwith them. Peter said that according to God' spower, Hehasgiven usal things
that pertain to life and godliness, THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM who has caled us. Not through
the knowledge of Bible Study; not through the knowledge of Bible Colleges or Theological Seminaries; but
through the knowledge of Him. Thisis a clear reference to our personal relationship with God.

Now, the Fundamentalist (and Pentecostal defacto Fundamentalists) will tell you that the only way you can

“know” God isthrough Bible Study. God only speaksto usthrough the Scripture, they say. And | say, oh redly?
How did Abraham know God? Which Bible did he study? The King Jamesor the New International Version?
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How about Noah? How did Noah know God?Which Bible did he study? These peoplerefer to Abraham dl the
time as an example of walking by faith, yet they continually miss one of the most extraordinary things about
Abraham’s walk—he had no Bible! He was led directly by the Spirit. God talked directly to him.

Y et hereweare, 4000 yearslater, and our relationship with God isbeing confined to hearing Him and being led
by Him through the Bible. Hearing God directly and being led by the Spirit directly, isabig no-no in the minds
of today’ sFundamentalist religious|eaders. When you tell them God has spoken to you (but not through the
Bible) and told you to go somewhere or do something (but not through the Bible), they look at you likeyou are
C. Peter Wagner, or Rick Joyner, or some other false prophet. They instantly suspect you of being deceived and
of beingled by afasevoice. So you tell me—are peoplelike thisgoing or forward or backward in the things of
the Spirit? Are they really walking in the faith of Abraham?

When we do read and study the Scripture, we need to understand that we can be led or guided in that study by
three different possible sources. We can beled by our own human, mental capabilities aone; or those human
capabilitiescan beinfluenced by theHoly Spirit, or they can beinfluenced by demon spirits. We must use our own
“mind” to study the Scriptures. Y ou can’t just turn off your mind and ask Jesusto be your mind for you. That's
what Eastern Religionsdo. It’ scalled passvity, and it san openinvitation for demoninfestation. Wemust use our
mindswhen we study the Bible—thereis no question about that. Thereal questionis. Arewe going to use our
minds alone; are we going to alow the Holy Spirit to illuminate them; or are we going to let another spirit
illuminate them?

Of course, if you areone of today’ s Christians, you won'’t even consider the possibility of another spirit guiding
your Bible Study and illuminating your mind during that study. Such athought goes directly against the deeply
ingrained assumption that God isresponsibleto protect usfromall such things. Very few believersstop to pray
before they pick up the Bible to study it, and ask God to keegp them from receiving any illumination or revelation
from another spirit. They just plungeright in, confident that the Holy Spirit istheonly onewhowill speak to them
as they read and study the Scripture.

When you combinethearrogant assumption that God isthe only onewho will ever speak to you when you read
the Bible, with the equally arrogant assumption that * comparing Scripturewith Scripture” will not only dwaysgive
you the correct interpretation of apassage, but will dso keep you out of doctrinal and experientia deception, you
are headed for spiritual trouble because seducing spirits can compare Scripture with Scripture very easily. In
fact, they are much better at comparing Scripture with Scripture than you and | are becausethey know the Bible
better than we do, and they are much smarter than we are.

Listen my friends: entirefal setheological systems—Iike Jehovah' s Witness, Mormonism, and Seventh Day
Adventism—have been extracted from the Christian Bible precisdy by comparing Scripture with Scripture! The
whole Theologicd System of Calvin, which isone of the grossest errors ever propagated in the name of Jesus,
wasextracted from the Christian Bible precisely by comparing Scripturewith Scripture! Theall-pervasiveerror
of Dispensationalism, which isa Theologica System, was extracted from the Christian Bible precisely by
comparing Scripture with Scripture! Therefore, anyone who talks about comparing Scripture with Scripture like
it' safool-proof way of getting aproper interpretation, or that studying the Bible thisway guaranteeswewon'’t
end up deceived, isalready deceived. Thefact is, seducing spirits can easily compare Scripture with Scripture
for you and in so doing, lead you completely away from the truth. We' re going to look at an example of this
tonight. Our Illustrious Bible teacher begins his study/expose in Revelation chapter eleven.
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And | will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand
two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.
Revelation 11:3-4

Thefirst thing he doesistry and change the whole meaning of this passage by replacing the term * power” with
theterm “equip”. He saysthe word power was added to the original text by the trandators. Thus, we should
understand the phrase: “ And | will give power unto my two witnesses’ to really mean: “ | will equip my two
witnesses’. Why doeshe say this? He saysit to water down the very point Johnistrying to bring out—whichis
that at a certain point in time, somebody called the Two Witnesses are going to be give aspecia anointing, or
specid power to do something which cannot be stopped by Satan, or any man, or any government. It’ sthe power
these people are given that enablesthem to carry out thisspeciad ministry. That power will be greater than any
power that’s raised against them in order to stop them.

Y ou see, Mr. Bibleteacher doesn't like theideathat these Two Witnesseswill havethe power to directly perform
destructive, supernaturd acts. Heespecidly reectsthewholeideathat they will directly destroy their enemieswith
this power because thisgoes al his concepts of “Christianity”. Turn the other cheek; lay down your life; don't
returnevil for evil—al| these preceptswould beviolatedin Mr. Bibleteacher’ seyes, if the Two Witnessesactudly
end up doing what John said they will do. So he tries to replace the term * power” with the idea of “being
equipped” because being equipped can have awhole range of less threatening implications.

But maybe—just maybe the trandators had a reason for adding the term “power” to that verse, instead of
something more mellow, like theterm “equip”. Do you think that’s a possibility? I’ [| guarantee you, such a
possibility never occurred to any of the people who are under thisteacher’ sspdll. If he saystheterm “power”
should be*“equip”, they will blindly accept what he says asthe gospel truth because they are no different than the
peoplewho follow Benny Hinn, or Todd Bentley, or any other false teacher. They have set thisguy up asanidal
and they aretrusting in himto keep them out of deception. So God has turned them over to be deceived by the
very idol they aretrusting in. Their inability to recognizethat heis preaching al kinds of error, and that heis
walking under the influence of seducing spirits, is God’ s judgment upon their idolatry.

These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy:
and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with
all plagues, as often as they will.

Revelation 11:6

Wil let’ stalk about comparing Scripture with Scripture for aminute. Y ou don’'t haveto go too far in order to
do what Mr. Bible teacher claims he has done in his study of the Two Witnesses, in order to see why the
trandatorschooseto insert theword * power” instead of another term, like* equip”. Just threeverseslater, John
said these Two Witnesses“ have power” to do supernatural things. They have power to shut heaven and they
have power to turn the watersinto blood. Y ou see, we can be “equipped” to do any number of things, or carry
out variouskindsof ministry for God, without necessarily being given supernatura power to call down destructive
plagues upon the earth. Mr. Bible teacher seeks to de-emphasize the power aspect of this ministry, and instead
emphasi ze the preaching aspect of it, because thisfitshisview of Christianity better. He smorethan willing to
bend the Scripture to support his own errors.
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Thenext point heraisesisthat the Two Witnessesare dressed in“ sackcloth”. In hisview, thismeansthey areis
agtate of mourning and repentance becausethisiswhat ‘ sackcloth” represents. So a ong with theideathat these
peoplewill be equipped to preach the gospdl, istheideathat they will dso bein mourning and repenting. This
givesyou agenerd picturethat isexactly the reverse of what John wastrying to get across. Mr. Bibleteacher’s
view of the Two Witnessesis that they are equipped to preach the gospel, and they will do so in a state of
mourning and repentance. But again, what if hisinterpretation of the symbolism of sackcloth iswrong.

And it shall come to passin that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed every
one of his vision, when he hath prophesied; neither shall they wear a rough
garment to deceive:

Zechariah 13:4

Oneof thesignsthat you were an Old Testament prophet wasthetype of garment you wore. The prophetswore
rough garments, much like sackcloth. It' strue that sackcl oth represents deep mourning throughout the Scripture.
But when you combine the symbolism of sackcloth in this chapter with the other symbolism in this same
chapter—that is, when you compare Scripture with Scripture—when you see the stopping of therain (Elijah),
turning thewater to blood (M 0ses), smiting theearthwith al manner of plagues(Maoses), and killing their enemies
(Elijah), adifferent picture emerges than the one Mr. Bible teacher is so desperately trying to paint.

All thissymbolism pointsvery dearly toaminigry likethe Old Testament prophet. Thisiswhy thetraditiond view
of the Two Witnesses has always been that they actualy aretwo Old Testament prophets who have been sent
back to earth. The symbolism of the ministry of Old Testament prophets, and particularly thejudgement aspect
of that ministry, isso strong, it’ sinescapable—inescapableto everyone but our illustrious Bible teacher, that is.
He rgects this symbolism and tries to replace it with one he is more “ Christian” one.

From the very beginning of hismessage, hetriesto deny the truth Revel ation €l even reved s about the ministry of
the Two Witnesses. Hetriesto turn aminigtry that clearly hasto do with pronouncing coming judgement, which
isdestructivein nature, which will demonstrate great power, and which will be carried out in the samerough
manner asthe prophetsof old; into atypically “ Christian” ministry which isall about being persecuted while
preaching the gospel onelast time. You’'ll see this even more clearly alittle later in his message.

Next, by “comparing Scripturewith Scripture’, he identifies the Two Witnesses. I'll cut to the chase at this point
and tell youwhoitis. In hisview, the Two Witnesses are the whole church. That is, the whole end-time Church.
He' staking specificaly about those who have left the Religious System. If you are agenuine Christian at this
point, then you will be part of the Two Witnesses. All true believerswill be part of the Two Witnesses, and these
believersare symbolized by the Church of Philadd phiaand Smyrna. They arethe”two lampstands’ andthe“two
olivetrees’. W€ Il look at how he comesto this conclusion later. First, | want to show you how he not only
distorts the Scripture, but totally mutilates it, in order to make it fit his own false views.

You aredll aware of thefact that the traditional teaching of the Church System isthat thetrue Churchisone
group of people, and that dl these people get basicaly the same rewardsin heaven. When | talk about aremnant
of believerswho will beactua overcommers, or whowill actudly attainthe”prize’ of theHigh Caling, I'mtaking
about aremnant within the true Church. I'm not saying therewill bea®remnant” of people who gain complete
victory over sin, self and Satan, and all the rest of the people go to Hell.
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But the vast mgority of today’ s Christians do not accept such a concept. In their minds, the remnant isthetrue
church. Either you arealost snner whois part of theworld, Egypt and Babylon; or you are abeliever whois part
of “theremnant”. We retaking about two completely different concepts. One concept isthat thereisa* remnant”
of overcommers who are part of the true Church, but the rest of the true church does not attain that level of
Spiritud victory. Thisdoesn't meanthey arelost. It Imply meansthey did not get complete victory over thethings
that hindered them. Inthisview, theremnant isadigtinct part of the Church. The other concept isthat the remnant
is the true Church. Either you are saved and part of the remnant or you are lost. That’siit.

Mr. Bible teacher has been presented with the true meaning of the term “remnant”—which is aremnant of
overcoming believerswithin the true Church—and he hasrg ected it. He has rgected any idea or doctrine which
dividesthetrue Church into different groups. Hetried to St on the fence for awhile, so he could please everyone
and not hinder the growth of his congregation; but eventually he had to make a choice and he made the wrong
one. Once hergected the truth, he had to publicly repudiate his own teaching on the Manchild in Reveation 12.
He publically renounced everything he had taught in that message and removed it from hisweb site. It was his
rglection of thistruth that caused him to eventualy go completely into the error of Calvinism. It washisrgection
of thistruth that caused him to eventually adopt the “it’s all of God and none of you” error.

Having rejected thetruth, heis now faced with apassagethat clearly impliesadivision of thetrue Church. The
divison isbetween believerswho are found worthy to be part of the Two Witness ministry, and believerswho
arenot found worthy to take part inthat ministry. Thisdivisonisseeninwhat issaid about the Tabernaclein very
beginning of Revelation eleven. Since he hasrgjected the truth of aremnant within the true church, he hasto find
away to get around what John says because thisis exactly what John is talking about.

And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise,
and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.
But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it
is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and
two months.

Revelation 11:1-2

Anyone who knows anything about the Tabernacle and its symbolism, knows that the Tabernacle was divided
into three parts and these three different parts represent three different kinds of experiencein Christ. The Outer
Court is part of the Tabernacle, and it represents the experience of what we would call of Fundamentalist
believers. These brethren have been to the Brazen Altar, which representsinitial or basic sdvation; but they have
not yet entered the Holy Place, which representsthe Baptism of the Spirit and a Spirit-filledlife. The Brazen Alter
representsthe Crossbecauseit isat the Brazen Altar that the sin offering ismade. Symbolicaly, Jesuswasdain
at theBrazen Altar. Symbolicaly, wereceive salvation at this Altar, when we accept Hisblood as an atonement
for our sin.

Also, standing in the Outer Court isthe Brazen Laver, where the priests washed their hands and feet during their
ministry of daying the sacrifices. The Outer Court symbolizes basic salvation, so we' re talking about the
symbolism of evangelismand redemption. Our sinsareforgiven at the Brazen Altar. The Brazen Laver speaks
symbalically of usbeing washed by the water of the Word, which isthe Scripture, after we have been born again
and have become a child of God.
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The Laver wasmade of copper mirrorsthat thewomen brought with them out of Egypt. Soit functioned asagiant
looking glassaswell asacleansing agent. Thisisabig part of what the Scripture does. Asweread it, we seethe
truth, and we see our own condition and how far we are from the perfection of Christ.

Everything donein the Outer Court was done by God' s holy priests, under the natural light of the Sun because
it wasn't covered, likethe Holy Place and the Holy of Holieswere. It was open space. Y et it was surrounded
by the same 7-foot linen fence which surrounded the Sanctuary itself. Thismadeit part of the Tabernacle. So
it' snot like the Tabernacle only consisted of the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. The Outer Court was just
asmuch apart of the Tabernacle aswasthe Holy Place and the Holy of Halies. If you are partaking of the Outer
Court, you areachild of God. Y ou have been forgiven of sinsthat are past and you have been regenerated. No
unsaved (or apostate) personis, or has ever been, part of the Outer Court. The Outer Court does not, and never
has, represented Gentiles, apostate Jews, or apostate Christians.

Y et thisis exactly what our illustrious Bible would have us believe. He says the Outer Court represents apostate
Chrigtians (or unregenerate, religious people). Thisiswhy the Outer Court isnot measured. I’m going to quote
him at this point becauseit will be hard for some of those who hear thisto believe that someone who claimsto
be a*“Bible teacher” can be so utterly ignorant of the typology of the Tabernacle.

Of course, it seasy for meto believe he' sthat ignorant. | was the onewho had to correct him afew years back,
when hesaid in oneof hisstudiesthat the priests sacrificed animalsin the Holy Place—something which never
happened. Hewasusing thiserror to validate some point hewastrying to make at thetime. Becauseit wassuch
acentra part of hismessage, and because he said over and over again that the priests sacrificed animalsin the
Holy Place, he had to remove that whole lesson from his web site because there was no way to salvageit.
Apparently he’ sjust asignorant today regarding the symbolism of the Tabernacle as he was back then. After
reading Revelation 11:1-3, he says:

“Now, there’s a definite connection here between what's being measured, or included, verses
what isn’t. Alright? And let me explain what this is. First of all, he says rise and measure the
temple of God, the altar and those who worship there. Well, this word temple here, is the word
“naos”, which we talked about this last week. Naos includes the Holy Place and the Holy of
Holies. The Holy Place where the priests went; and the holy of Holies where only the High Priest
went once a year, on the day of atonement. The alter, of course, is where the priests went
to sacrifice.

In our New Covenant, our sacrifice is Christ. In the Old Covenant, the priests would sacrifice daily
on the altar, the burnt offering, and they would actually partake of that altar . Okay? They would
eat of the meat of that altar. Well in the same way, we partake of our sacrifice, which is Christ.
He said you must eat of my flesh and drink of my blood”; become one with me. Alright? In other
words. . .the temple, the word Temple here means “naos”—the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.
Now, symbolically, what it stands for is the spiritual temple, which consists of all the saints,
joined together by and in Christ. Okay? And the alter here—he refers to the altar—now again
that’s where were the burnt offerings were done in the old temple.

But in our new temple, symbolically this refers to the Cross. This refers to the Cross, where Christ
suffered His death, and it refers to all of those who appropriate Christ’'s death, ah, appropriate to
yourself the fruit of Christ's death for your life. Okay? In other words, if you are crucified with
Christ; buried with Him in baptism, raised with him in newness of life, you are partaking of the
altar.
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So what he’s saying here is; what | want you to measure, separate, okay—measure out and
separate those who worship at the altar, and in the Holy of Holy. Those who are priests. And the
Outer Court is given to the Gentiles.; and they will tread the Holy City under foot for 42 months.
Now | want to say this: | believe what this is saying is, those who are in the temple of God—the
Holy Place and the Holy of Holies—those who are partaking of the altar; this is the entire
body of Christ. This is not some separate group, this is not some distinct group within the
body, this is the entire body.

The reason | say that is because, in the Outer Court, the people in the Outer Court are
referred to as Gentiles. Gentiles always refer to those who are outside the covenant of God.
Alright? Are you following me? So those who are in the temple, in the actual temple—the Holy
Place and the Holy of Holies—worshiping at the altar, acting as priests; we are priests in the New
Covenant are we not? We partake of the altar; we have a sacrifice, a daily sacrifice, where
we sacrifice our own lives, our own will. We lay ourselves down on that altar daily. If you are
partaking of that; if you are doing that, you are a priest unto the Lord in this New Covenant. If you
are not doing that, then you are not partaking of Christ. You are not laying down your will. You're
not taking up your cross and following him.

So the distinction here is between those who partake of the altar, and worship in the Holy
Place and are allowed to enter into the Holy of Holies; verses those who are outside, in
the Outer Court—who he refers to as Gentiles. Now, | want to tell you that these are people
that believe they’re God’s people but they’'ve never entered in to that place of sacrifice. You see,
they remain of the fringes. They remain on the outside. Oh, they make a show of being God’s
people; they show up in church every week; they're there and they probably do some good work;
they do a lot of things in His name. But they never enter into that place of sacrifice; that place of
the altar. Do you see the difference? And God refers to them as Gentiles. They’'re outside the
covenant.

So who's he referring to here? He's referring to His true people. They’re the ones who sacrifice
at the altar, who worship at the altar, and are in the Holy Place, and are allowed to go into the
Holy of Holies, where that veil of the temple was torn from top to bottom. Everyone else is on the
outside. Those who are on the out skirts, on the fringes, those who refuse to enter in. Oh, they’re
in the temple complex. They think they're in. They've probably been given some false
assurance that, well, we’ll let you into the Outer Court, and that’s good enough. But they're
excluded. They're excluded from this Two Witness group.

And so what this tells me is that, there’s no division within the body. There’s no elite
group...now there’s people teaching today that this Two Witness company is some elite, special,
spiritually prepared group within the body of Christ, and they’re going to rule over other
Christians. Well, that's not what this is saying. Okay. He measures out those who are in the
temple, in the Holy Place, at the altar, worshiping at the altar; and those who are outside of that
are referred to as Gentiles.”

| don’t know how many of you recognizejust how convoluted thisguy’ sandogy is. First of dl, he' s<till confused
because he’ snot drawing his symbolism from the Tabernaclein the Wilderness. He sdrawing it from Herod' s
Temple, whichisthe Templethat stood in the days of Jesus. Thisiswhy he mentionsthetemple® complex’. This
iswhy he saysthe Outer Court ismade up of “Gentiles’. The original Tabernacle had no “complex” and the
Outer Court was only for God' sholy priests. No Gentile ever entered it, except those Gentileswho had joined
themselvesto I sradl, and who brought asacrificeto the priests at the Outer Court. Whenever God talks about
the Templesymbalicaly inRevelation, He snot talking about Herod’ sTemple; He stalking about the Tabernacle
because only the Tabernaclewas made after the* pattern” of the heavenly sanctuary. All succeeding Temples

were made after the pattern of the Tabernacle, with various additions.
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For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests
that offer gifts according to the law: Who serve unto the example and shadow of
heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make
the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the
pattern shewed to thee in the mount.

Hebrews 8:4-5

And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of
blood is no remission. It was therefore necessary that the patterns of thingsin
the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves
with better sacrifices than these. For Christ is not entered into the holy places
made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God for us:

Hebrews 9:22-24

The earthly Tabernaclein the Wildernesswasanaturd picture, or an earthly pattern, of the heavenly Temple. It's
the Tabernaclein the Wildernessthat reved sthe true Temple in heaven. The Outer Court of the Tabernacle was
called the “tent of the congregation” (Ex. 39:32) because not only was this where the Hebrews brought their
sacrifices, it's also where the Lord spoke to them.

This shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD: where | will meet you, to
speak there unto thee. And there | will meet with the children of Israel, and the
tabernacle shall be sanctified by my glory.

Exodus 29:42-43

Intheorigina pattern of heavenly Temple, intheorigina earthly picture of the heavenly Temple; therewereonly
the three sections—Outer Court, Inner Court, and Holy of Holies—and none of those three sections had anything
to do with Gentiles or apostates. Only the holy priests could move and minister in the Outer Court.

In the case of Herod' stemple, many additions were made to the Outer Court. All theses additions made up what
was caled the* Temple Complex”. Therewerevariousdifferent “ courts’ and buildings. There were aso rows
of living quartersfor the priests. One of the things that was added to the origind pattern of the heavenly Temple
was acourt for women. It was cdled the “Woman's Court”. Therewas dso avery large court added, which was
called the “ Court of the Gentiles’. However, none of these additions had anything to do with the original

Tabernacle desgn. The only symbolism that countsis the symbolism of the original pattern, which wasgivento
Moses on Mount Sinai.

Our illustriousBibleteacher thinksthe* Court of the Gentiles” in Herod' s Temple, issynonymouswith the” Outer
Court” of the Tabernacle, where the Brazen Altar and the Brazen Laver stood. Thisiswhy he said apostate
Christians, whom God considers to be Gentiles, and who make up the Outer Court, are “in the temple
complex’. Thisiswhy he saysentering the Temple* complex” isviewed by many peopletoday asbeing the same
asentering thetempleitsdf, whichit’ snot. HE sthinks the Temple Complex, which issmply abunch of additions
to the original Tabernacle pattern, represent the Outer Court of the Tabernacle.
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Herods Temple
Illustration

| have provided an historical sketch of Herod's Templefor you to examine (in my notes). Y ou can seethat the
“Court of the Gentiles’ isnot only not part of the Outer Court, it has nothing to do with the Outer Court. The
Temple complex meansnothing symbolically. Only theactua Temple carries symbolic meaning. Y ou can see
that regardless of all the trappings that have been added, the actual Templeis still laid out like the original
Tabernacle. Y ou havethe Sructure, which ismade up of the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. And immediatdy
outside of the structure, thereisthe Outer Court, with the Brazen Altar and the Brazen Laver. Thisportion of
Herod' s Templeisthe only portion that means anything. So Mr. Bible teacher is confusing the Court of the
Gentiles with the Outer Court.

Onething you dl should have noticed, which should have jumped out a you as| read it, ishisclaim (three times)
that peoplein the Outer Court of the Temple arereferred to as Gentiles. He said: “the peoplein the Outer Court
arereferred to as Gentiles’ . Then he said: “ So the distinction here is between those who partake of the
altar, and worship in the Holy Place and are allowed to enter into the Holy of Holies; verses those who
are outside, in the Outer Court—who he refers to as Gentiles’ . He also said: “ God refers to them as
Gentiles’ .

Wéll, Mr. Bibleteacher, you' realiar—and you arelistening to the father of lies, not the God of the Bible. God
never refersto those in the Outer Court as Gentiles, apostates, or unregenerated religious people. The only
peoplewho wereever dlowed into the Outer Court, or allowed to mingter there, were His sanctified priests. No
where doesthe Scripture say the Outer Court was made up of Gentiles, or that isrepresents Gentiles. The Outer
Court representsinitial salvation—and fact that you do not understand thisfundamental truth revealsjust how
ignorant you redlly are. Y ou would do yourself and God' s people agreat service by shutting you demon-inspired
mouth. Theangel didn’t say the Outer Court wasn't part of the Temple. He smply told John not to measure it
becauseit is destined to be handed over TO the Gentiles, and the Gentileswill trampleit under foot for 3Y2years.
Let'sread it again, just so you know I’ m not trying to put my own spin on this passage.
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And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise,
and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that wor ship therein. But
the court which is without the temple leave out, and measureit not; for it is given
unto the Gentiles. and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two
months

Now, forget about what al thissymbolic language meansfor amoment, and just look at what has actually been
written. According to what John wrote, what isit that’ sgiven unto the Gentiles? The answer is—the Outer Court.
Andwhat will the Gentilesdo to the Outer Court? The answer is—they will tramplethe Outer Court under foot
for 32 years. Right? | think thisis pretty clear—don’t you?

WEéll, what if | said that’s not what John really meant at all? What if | said he really meant something quite
different? What if | said he meant the Gentilesarethe Outer Court and the Outer Court (those Gentiles) will
tramplethe Temple under foot for 3¥2 years? Would you swalow that? Thisis precisaly what Mr. Bible teachers
saysthis verse means. He said the Outer Court is comprised of unregenerate religious people or apostate
Chrigtians, and it will bethese gpostate Christianswho will tramplethetemple (ie: the Two Witnesses) under foot
for 3¥2years, while they preach the gospel to the whole world, onelast time. And remember, he comesto this
conclusion by “comparing Scripture with Scripture’. What kind of spirit would lead thisman to turn that verse
completey upside down, so that it meansthe exact opposite of what John actualy wrote? Theanswer is, seducing
spirits. He' s being taught from the Bible by seducing spirits.

Anther areaof confusion isseen inwhat he says about “the atar”. Y ou will notice this confusion at the very
beginning of the quote. In the actud passage, Johnistold by the angd to measurethe people who are worshiping
at the“dtar”—that is, the Golden Altar of Incense, inthe Holy Place. First our illustrious Bibleteacher saysthe
Greek word that istrandated “templée’ inthis passageis*naos’, which specificaly meansthe Holy Placeand the
Holy of Holies. Then he says: “ The alter, of course, iswhere the priests went to sacrifice.” Excuse me? In
other words, he thinks the “altar” John wastold to measure is the Brazen Altar, where the priests went to
sacrifice. Well, guesswhat folks? That “ dtar” isin the Outer Court! So apparently Mr. (extremely confused) Bible
teacher thinksthe angel told John to measurethe Brazen Altar in the Outer Court, and then turned right around
and told him not to measure the Outer Court itself!

Next, he givesadetailed explanation of how the priests*“ partook of the meet” that wassacrificed onthedtar, and
how that representsus partaking of Christ. Hetalks repeatedly about those who “partake” of the dtar. Well,
guesswhat? The dtar where you and | partake of Christ islocated in the Outer Court! That altar isthe Brazen
Altar. Thisisthe ONLY dtar wherewe“partake” of Christ likethisguy istalking about. The other altar, which
islocated inthe Holy Place, iscalled the Golden Alter of Incense, and the only thing that was ever sacrificed on
that altar was incense.

So not only is he confusing the two altars and their proper functions, he’ susing that confusion to advance a
symbolic situation that isutterly impossible. The Outer Court ispart of our salvation experience! Did you ever
receive the forgiveness of sn and regeneration? Well, that was done in the Outer Court, not in the Holy Place
or theHoly of Holies. AsGod' spriests, wedon't stay in the Outer Court al thetime, but we frequently visit the
Outer Courtinour wak. Did you ever allow the Scripture to wash and cleanse you? Well, that must be done
a the Brazen Laver, which isin the Outer Court. Areyou apriest? Do you want to partake of the body and blood
of Christ? Well, you’ re going to have to go to the Brazen Altar, in the Outer Court, to get the meat from the
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sacrifice! Y ou can take the meat into the Holy Place and et it if you like; but you have to go out to the Brazen
Altar to get it. So you better hopethat John isn’t told to measure the temple while you' rein the Outer Court
getting your meat some day. If he does, you' |l be considered an apostate Christian and a Gentile!

Mr. Bibleteacher’ sanalogy of the temple and what it representsis so screwed up, it' shard for meto believe
anyoneredlly takes him serioudy. But they do—which meansthey arejust asignorant asheis. The Outer Court,
which John was not to measure because it will be give over to the Gentiles, is made up of believers. It smade
up of believers whose only experience is what the Outer Court represents, which is basic salvation.

Sometimes| wonder if peopleredly usetheir mindswhen they are being taught something. | hopeyou will use
your mindstonight. The point of Mr. Bible teacher hereisthat when God says“ measure’, He really means
“separate’ . Separatethe Outer Court—whichisfilled with Christian apostates—from thetrue Church, whichis
the Temple. But what did the angel actualy tell John to do?

John said: “ And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure
the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein”. Now think. Regardless of what the Outer
Court represents, why was John told to measure the peoplein the temple? What is there to measure? Everyone
whoispart of the Templewill be part of the Two Witnesses, right?What was John measuring? Why wasthere
aneed to measure anything?

M easuring the peoplewho worship insidethe Temple, at the Golden Altar of Incense, has nothing to do with
separating them from the Outer Court! The Outer Court was already separated from thetemplejust by virtue of
not being included inthe measuring. What all thissymbolic languageistelling usisthat not only will therebea
division between believerswhaose only experienceisthe Outer Court and believer swhose experienceincludes
theHoly Place; it' sal so letting usknow that therewill be afurther division between al the believerswho are
walking in the Holy Place realm or experience. If everyone inside the temple was going to be automatically
included in the Two Witness ministry, therewould be no need to measure THEM! Thoseinside the holy Place
are being measured because not dl of them areready and prepared to partake of that ministry. Only the oneswho
worshiping at the Golden Altar of Incense, just before the Vell, will be worthy to partake of it.

Thiskind of truth irritates Mr. Bible teacher to no end. He despisestheideathat some Christianswill be found
more worthy than others—especidly if they are found moreworthy because of anythingthey havedone. That's
double heresy. Do you know why he hasrejected the truth of a remnant within the true Church. 1t' sbecause he
is'twilling to pay the pricethat’ srequired to bepart of that remnant. So instead of being honest with himself and
with God, he spends his time twisting any passage which speaks about, or represents, such adivision.

Next, based on acomparison of Scripturewith Scripture, he explainswhy the ministry of the Two Witnesseswill
not be what John saysit will be. First he reads the appropriate passage, which is Revelation 11:5-6:

And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth
their enemies. and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.
These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy:
and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with
all plagues, as often as they will.
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Inorder to water down the obvious harshness of thisministry, he begins by asking how many think thosewho are
part of this Two Witnessministry are going to literally walk up to people and have literd fire pour fromtheir
mouths and destroy them. And of course, he' sright. Thiswholeideais absurd. People aren’t gong to be breathing
literal fire. So he comparesthis scripture with ascripturein Jeremiah that has similar wording, in order to arrive
at the correct interpretation of what John is saying. God is speaking about the false prophets who were
contradicting the prophesies of destruction through Jeremiah, and He says:

Wher efore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold,
I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall

devour them.
Jeremiah 5:14

So, by comparing Scripturewith Scripture, Mr. Bibleteacher concludesthat the way the Two Witnesses will
devour their enemiesisnot by any kind of direct, supernatural power. Rather, the Two Witnesseswill smply be
preaching the gospel. Asthey proclaim thetruth, sooner or later their preaching and their prophesy will bring
destruction to thosewho opposethem. But again, that destruction will not be coming directly from them, and they
won’'t even have any idea when this destruction will come. Thiswhole concept is drawn from the scripturein
Jeremiah. Jeremiah prophesied the destruction of Jerusalem for over 40 years, yet he had no ideaexactly when
that destruction would come. Also, he wasn’t the one who actually fulfilled the prophesy. He didn’t destroy
anything himsalf. Hejust announced the coming destruction. And finally, he was persecuted (trodden under foot)
the whole time he prophesied that destruction.

So, from this scripture, Mr. Bibleteacher drawsthe conclusionthat thisis exactly how the Two Witnesseswill
carry out their ministry. They will be preaching the gospel and prophesying the coming judgment upontheworld.
But they personaly will not have the power to destroy anyone. And they will not know when or how thewords
they are speaking, will be made a“fire’ by God and he sendsthat fire to earth to devour their enemies. Until He
does so, they must carry out their ministry while being persecuted by those who oppose them.

Next, he seeksto change the entire meaning of what John is saying when he saysthe Two Witnesses have power
to shut heaven so it doesn't rain, that they have power to turn the waters to blood, and that they have power to
smite the earth with all plagues. First he read the passage:

These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy:
and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with
all plagues, as often as they will.

Revelation 11:6

Hisinterpretation osthis passageis one of the most bizarrethings| have ever heard. But before| go throughiit,
| want you to notice what John says about the ability these Two Witnesses have to exercise the power they are
given. He saysthey can turn thewater to blood, or shut the heavens, or smite the earth with al kinds of plagues,
ASOFTEN ASTHEY WILL. That means, they not only have the power to do these things, they can do them
whenever THEY want todoit. The power iscompletely in their handsand under their control. Thisiswhy only
asmall portion of the Church will be found worthy to partake of this kind of ministry.
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Godisnot gongto givethiskind of power and the control of thiskind of power to just anyone. Theonly people
whowill receiveit arethe oneswho have been brought the place of spiritual maturity and complete submission
to thewill of God. Thiscompany of believerswill be like Jesusin this sense. Jesus had the power to do anything
Hewanted. God didn’t just give Him the correct dose of power He needed for each task, just before thetime
cameto useit. Jesus had unlimited power ALL THE TIME. He could have done what Hewanted, when He
wanted with the power Hewas given. He had all power, and he had control of that power, regarding when and
whereto useit. However, he voluntarily yielded control of that power back to His Father on adaily basis, so that
even though He could have done what he wanted, when He wanted, He chose not to.

Thisiskind of what it will be like for the Two Witness ministry. These people will be given power; real,
supernatura power, and it will betheir power. They will have control over it. But their willswill besointunewith
thewill of God, they will only usethat power when they should. Thisisaconcept that Mr. Bibleteacher will never
even be ableto understand, let a one accept, because of al the other theological error he has accepted. God is
going to givethiskind of power to agroup of saintsat the end of thisage. But they bedisciplined beyond the
wildest dreams of most of today’ s Chrigtians. The standard God demands of this group is higher than most of us
can even imagine. And you can be sure that Mr. Bible teacher will never be part of this company.

After reading this passage, he saysthat there have been al kindsof fanciful interpretations of how thisthese
peoplewill do thesethings. But heisgoing to show the people what God redlly means by comparing Scripture
with Scripture. And which scripture does he compare with thisone to get the proper interpretation? Well, he
comparesit to Revel ation chapter 8 and the blowing of theseven last trumpets; or to be more precise, the blowing
of thefirst 4 trumpets. In hisview, theresults of the blowing of thefirst four trumpets are the fulfilment of the
Two Witnesses turning the water to blood, shutting up heaven, and smiting the earth with plagues.

| don't havetimetonight to go into dl that’ swrong with thisvery strange interpretation. But I'll tell you that just
before these seven angel sbegin to sound, an angel comes and takes fire from off the Altar of Incense, and casts
it unto the earth. Then thefirst angel blows histrumpet, then the second, and sofourth. What Mr. Bible teacher
issaying isthat thefire from the Altar of Incense, which was cast to earth, are the prayers of the Two Witnesses.
The Two Witnesses go forth throughout the earth, preaching the gospel once last time. While they are preaching
the gospel, they will be trampled under foot by the Outer Court, which supposedly represents gpostate Chrigtians.

Sincethe Two Witnessesare“ Chrigtians’, they cannot possibly day their enemies, directly or indirectly. Since
they are good “ Chrigtians’, they will not be able to actually call down plagues on the earth themselves, or turn
thewater into blood themsel ves, or close up the heaven themselves. To do so would be very un-Christ-likein
themind of Mr. Bibleteacher. Inhismind, in order for the Two Witnessesstobe agood “ Christian” witness, they
must be basi cally powerless—whichisexactly the opposite of what John said. Theonly power they will haveis
the power ro forgive and repent and pray as they are being trampled under foot.

Sothey pray for ddiverancefrom the gpostates of the Outer Court who aretrampling them under their feet. Those
prayers ascend into heaven and are collected in the Altar of Incense. At some point known only to God, an angel
will take those prayersfor deliveranceand hurl them back down to earth. The events of thefirst four trumpetsare
the result of those prayers being cast back into the earth.

I”’m going to continue thisnext week. But beforeclosing, | would like usto read the actual passagesagain, without
all the demonic spin this deluded teacher has placed on it.
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And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise,
and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that wor ship therein. But
the court which iswithout the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given
unto the Gentiles. and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two
months. And | will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a
thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the
two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.
And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth
their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.
These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy:
and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with
all plagues, as often as they will. And when they shall have finished their
testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war
against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.

Revelation 11:1-7

Now, doesthis sound to you like the picture being painted by our illustrious Bibleteacher? Inredlity, Johnis
painting apicturethat is precisely the opposite of what thisteacher is painting. What you have hereisapicture
of aministry who cannot be touched by their enemies, whoever they may be, until they have finished their
testimony. What you have hereisapicture of aministry who has the negative ministry of destruction. What you
have hereisapicture of arough ministry, liketherough ministries of the Old Testament prophets, whodid call
down firefrom heaven, who did shut up the heavens, who did bring al manner of plagues upon the earth, and so
forth. What you have here, my friendsis not apicture of a“ Christrian” ministry in the sense that we are al
accustomed to; but aministry that isdesigned for aparticular time and aparticular purpose—which isjudgement
and destruction. It may not be very “Christian” in the eyesof Mr. Bibleteacher. But it'swill be as” Christrian”
as Christ Himself because these people will be filled with God’ s Spirit, anointed with His power, and fully
conformed to Hisimage at this point.

In fact, the Two Witness company will be aperfect representation of the Lord who is about to return because
Jesus Christ isnot coming back to this earth asthe “baby” Jesusin aManger; or asthe “ Good Shepherd” who
caresfor theflock; or asthe Suffering Lamb who goesquietly to Hisdeath; or even asthe Risen Lord who calls
al mento salvation. He' scoming back asthe absol ute King and Master of thisplanet, and He' scoming back to
JUDGE thisworld. He's coming back to carry out the Father’ SWRATH on al rebellion and disobedience,
including Christian rebellion and disobedience.

S0 you see, the people who despise and regject the picture John paints of the Two Witnesses, are redly despising
and rejecting that aspect of the Lord Himself. If they hate what the Two Witnesses stand for, they also hate part
of what Jesus Christ Himsealf standsfor, becausethe Two Witnesseswill be manifesting the nature of Jesusand
carrying out Hiswill at that point.

By hisown admission, theview Mr. Bibleteacher now propagatesregarding the Two Witnessesistheresult of
hisfervent Bible study and comparing Scripture with Scripture. How pathetic and sad! All hisstudy isworthless
becauseit’ sleading him further and further away from the truth. 1t would be better for him to stop reading his
Bible altogether, than to keep reading it under the influence of seducing spirits!
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