PERFECTING GOD’S CHAMPIONS

This charge | commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies
which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;
[. Timothy 1:18

Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man
that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may
please himwho hath chosen him to be a soldier.

[1. Timothy 2:3-4

I’ ve been talking the last month about doctrines that keep people from becoming the kind of spiritual
warriors God desiresthem to be. Thereisawar in progress between God and Satan, in the spirit realm,
and very few Christiansunderstand what thiswar is about because they have been taught error upon error.
Thisisnot awar of supremacy. It' snot thekind of battle that’ sfought to determinewho isstronger or who
is more powerful. It's not being fought to determine who will control the universe.

That battle already took place, agesago, when Lucifer rebelled, and it probably only lasted for about 5
minutes. Satan wasimmediately defeated because heisoneof God' scregtions, just likedl the other angdlic
beings. So there’ sno question asto who ismore powerful, or who rulesthisuniverse. Neverthel ess, there
isstill awar going on. It' sabattle for the souls and the destinies of men. And becausethisisareal war,
the Scripture talks about being good soldiers and waging a good warfare.

Does Jesus really need soldiers? If so, then why would He need them?We al know that according to
Scripture, Jesus“ spoiled principaitiesand powers’ and “ made ashew of them openly, triumphing over
them...” at the Cross (Cal. 2:15). We also know that when God raised Him from the dead, He “ set him at
hisown right hand in the heavenly places, far above dl principality, and power, and might, and dominion,
and every namethat is named, not only in thisworld, but also in that which isto come: And hath put all
thingsunder hisfeet...” (Eph. 1:20-22). Jesus hasaready personally defeated every one of Hisenemies,
both natural and spiritual, including the last enemy, which is death.

But you see, that was Jesus. We have not defeated God' senemiesyet—and if today’ s preachers have their
way, wewill never defeat them because today’ s preachers are convinced we have already defeated them
“by grace”. They will tell you over and over again that if you have been saved, God’ s enemies can’t
possibly hurt you or overcome you because Jesus defeated al of them for you at Calvary. Just asthey
transfer thereward of Jesusto our account by grace, so they transfer thevictory of Jesus over Satan to
our account by grace.

Of course, this makes amockery of what Paul said in Ephesians. “For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of thisworld,
against spiritual wickednessin high places’ (6:12). Principalities, powers, rulers, al these things are
invisible spiritual creatures, and we are supposed to be wrestling againgt them and overcoming them as
good soldiers of Jesus Christ.
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Another thing | often hear, whichisjust areligiousclichefor most people, isthat we don’t haveto worry
about Satan aslong aswe“ abidein Chrigt”. Theideaisthat if we can just get to the place where we are
continually abiding in Christ, somehow, we won'’t even have to deal with Satan or hisdemons. Thus,
abiding in Christ becomes areplacement for “warring agood warfare’. Again, this makes amockery of
what the gpostles said because they warned us over and over again to watch, to be on guard, to fight, resst
and overcome evil, and be good soldiers of the Lord. Y es, the enemy hasinvented dl kinds of “ Christian”
teachings to hide the truth that we are supposed to be fighting a war!

Jesus didn't defeat God' s enemies so we would never have to defeat them ourselves. That's crazy talk!
He paved theway for usto defeat them. He defeated him first, so He could then enable usto defeat them.
TheLord svictory over Satan hasnot, and will never be, “imputed” to anyone. The only peoplewho will
be able to say they defeated Satan, are those who have actualy defeated him—and thisis God' swill for
all of us. It sHiswill that we, asgood His soldiers, live and walk in the Spirit (or abide in Christ), sowe
will be able to war a good warfare and personally defeat God' s enemies, just like Jesus did.

We must defeat the enemy if we want to receive the rewards God hasfor us. But there isanother reason
God wants usto get the victory over Satan—andit’ skind of like the back side of the same coin. Jesusis
the King of avery red kingdom; and just asahuman king will choose men to be hissoldiers, in order to
defend the kingdom, and defend the name and the honor of the king, so it iswith the Lord. Heiscalling
forth soldiers to defend His name and His honor. He has calling people to be His champions

For this cause | Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye
have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to
you-ward: How that by revelation he [God] made known unto me the
mystery; (as | wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may
understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men, asit is now revealed unto his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be
fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promisein Christ
by the gospel: Whereof | was made a minister, according to the gift of the
grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. Unto
me, who amlessthan the least of all saints, isthisgracegiven, that | should
preach among the Gentiles the unsear chable riches of Christ; And to make
all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by
Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powersin
heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of
God, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus
our Lord:

Ephesians 3:1-11
There salot of revelation packed into this passage. Paul speaks of two chosen peoples—National Israel
and the Church—being made onein Messiah asa“ mystery” that was not revealed in other ages, but has
now been revealed “by the Spirit” to the apostles. He said this mystery, this spiritual union of Gentile
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believersto Messiah, and through Messiah, to I sradl, isfor the purpose of revealing God' swisdom to the
principalities and powers of heaven. Take afew moments and ponder this because it’sreally quite
awesome when you think about it. Part of God' seternd planisthat Hiswisdom, inal itsvariety, would
be manifested and made known to thewicked principalitiesand powers of the air, through the church. In
other words, God is making us Hischampions. Heis going to use the body of Christ to demonstrate His
wisdom to all the angels who rebelled with Lucifer.

Of course, | redizethat Satan and his demons have already seen the wisdom of Godin Hiscreation, and
inhow He exercises His sovereignty over that creation. They also saw God' swisdom at the Cross. This
iswhy Paul saidif the* princesof theworld” (ie: the demonic princes of thisworld) would have known that
murdering Jesuswould bring their utter defeat, they would have never had Him crucified. (1. Cor. 2:7-8) So
inthissense, God does not need any one else to show forth Hiswisdom. Jesus dready gave Satan and his
demons the ultimate demonstration of God’ swisdom at the Cross. Nevertheless, according to brother
Paul, God intends to use the Church to reveal His wisdom to His enemies.

Did you ever hear the expression: “Don’'t rub it in”? When two people have a disagreement over
something, and one of them turns out to be right, sometimesthe onewho wasright will “rubitin”. Hewill
remind the one who was wrong that he was wrong, and hewill do it in such away that it humiliates the
person. Eventually the guy who was wrong will say: “Come on man, don't rubitin”. In other words,
“Don’t keep humiliating me by reminding me of how wrong | was”.

WEell, that’ swhat Paul istalking about in Ephesians. God doesn’t need anything, but He does want
something. Hewantsto give Satan and hisdemonsonefina humiliation. He wantsto use victorious saints
to“rubitin” that Satan has been defeated—not by an all-powerful omnipotent God; not even by the
God/Man, Jesus of Nazareth; but by vessels of clay; thesame kind of vessels Satan once defeated and
humiliated in the Garden. God not only wants Satan defeated by His soldiers; He wants Satan humiliated
by them. A divine*“rub” isin storefor Satan, and God intends to use weak and worthless“dust” likeyou
and me as that rub. He is going raise up vessels of clay to be His champions!

Unfortunately, thiskind of thinking doesn’t exist in Christianity because today’ s Christian message has
become “it’ s-all-about-me”. 1t’'s all about what God can do for me, spiritually, naturally, or both.
Chrigtiansdon’t think in terms of what they can do for God, and most of them don't pay any attention to
God' s enemies anyway, since they assume they have already defeated them by grace.

Evenintheream of deliverance, when God senemiesare actually confrontedin spiritua battle, many
times, the only reason people enter into that battle is because they are being tormented by those spirits,
ether physcally, mentaly, or emotiondly. They want to get free from the thing that’ s causing them pain or
suffering. But far too often, those same people don’t have any desireto get free from the spiritsthat give
them thingsthey like, or thingsthat make them fedl good. Thisrevedsthat their desrefor ddliverance has
nothing to do with the honor and glory of God’ sname. Their desireis simply to avoid pain and torment.

Wil I’'mheretotell you that God islooking for apeoplewho will be His champions, who have adesire
to completely overcome Satan and all hisdemons, not for their own selfish purposes, but solely for the
glory and honor of their King. I’m also hereto tell you that one of these days, God is going to have a
people like that, and when He does, He' s going to use them to give Satan one final humiliation.

Page -3-



If you want to see an example of God using avessd of clay to humiliate His spiritua enemy, dl you have
to dois read the book of Job. Job contains four great truths—all of which have been missed by the vast
mgority of Christians, Sncethey assume (or have been taught) that Job was self righteous, and that’ swhy
God allowed Satan to attack him. Sdlf righteousnesscertainly was a problem in the book of Job; but that
self righteousness wasn't in Job; it was in his three friends. The book of Job reveals that:

(2) Job was God' s champion, and God used him to humiliate Satan.

(2) Hisorded was aso meant to perfect him. The story of Job isnot the story of a self-righteous man who
needed to be broken through a Satanic attack, in order to finally repent and seek true righteousness. It's
the story of arighteous man being made perfect.

(3) Even though the righteous suffer in thislife, they do not always suffer because of their own sins.
Sometimes they suffer for purposes known only to God.

(4) Job wasatypeof Christ. Although he certainly wasn't sinless, neverthel ess, Job did not suffer for any
sins he had committed. Like the Lord Jesus, he suffered because he was righteous.

I’m not even going to ask how many of you have been taught Job was self righteous because unlessyou
arearare exception, | aready know the answer. But let me ask how many of you have been taught that
Elihu, the young man who speaks to Job at the end of the book, was talking for God?

Thereason | ask this question is because every sermon | have ever heard on Job, has presented Elihu as
gpeaking for God. Many peoplethink Elihu was speaking directly by the Holy Spirit, and some even think
hewas somekind of manifestation of Christ. But none of thisistrue. Elihu was more arrogant than all of
Job’ sfriends. Though he claimed to beinspired by God, hefasdly accused Job of bringing dl the disasters
he was experiencing upon himsdf though sin; he misquoted Job severd times, accusing him of saying things
he didn’t even say; and at one point, he said he wished Job would be punished even more severdly than
he was already being punished. Sorry folks, that wasn't the Spirit of God talking!

Although Job was arighteous man, hewaslacking in some areas. When you read Job, you will noticehe
never cond dersthe possibility that Satan isbehind his calamities—not even once. Why didn’t it ever occur
to Job that Satan could be causing his suffering? Well, for one thing, Job’ swhole experience had been his
relationship with God. Eventhough he knew Satan existed, Satan wasnever areal part of hisexperience.

Job had served God faithfully dl hislife. In return, God rewarded Job, not only by blessing him abundantly
and making him wise, but also by protecting him. God placed a supernatural hedge around Job. If some
spirit ever tried to hurt or destroy him, God prevented it. So the only kind of relationship Job ever
experienced with God was the kind where God blesses and protects hisfaithful servants. Job had noframe
of reference for what was happening to him. It smply did not compute. Everything he had ever learned
and believed about how God deals with the righteous, was turned on its head in a matter of days.

Another thing Job didn’ t understand—and thisis quiteironic—wasthe sovereignty of God. Job believed

God was sovereign over hislife, so he assumed that it was God who killed his children; that it was God
who destroyed hiswedth and reputation; and that it was God who struck him down with an gppalling and
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painful disease. It’ sironic because Job' swrong view of God' s sovereignty caused him to do the very thing
so many of today’ s Christians do—blame God for what Satan isdoing! When Satan suggested that God
put forth His hand and touch all that Job possessed, what he was really suggesting was that God
withdraw His hand of protection from Job, so he himself could bring destruction to Job's property.
Allowing something to happen is not the same thing ascausing something to happen. Satanin theonewho
causestheactua happenings of accidents, sickness, disease, and calamity. Then he causes mento accuse
God of doing all these things, since He is “ sovereign over His creation”.

Many peoplewrongly use Job asan example of God' ssovereignty. They say that becausethisistheway
it happened with Job, thisisthe way it happens with everyone who belongsto God. They say this because
they don’t understand what kind of man Job redlly was, and they don’t understand what God was doing
with Job. They view Job asaman with asin problem, and thisishow God had to get to hissin and deliver
him—Dby letting Satan destroy him. They don’t understand that Job was aman who had already proven
himself aworthy soldier. He wasn't the equivalent of aNew Testament “baby” Christian or “carnal”
Christian who walks in sin half the time. He was the equivalent of a New Testament man like Paul.

The reason Satan had to get permission from God to attack Job was because Job was living arighteous
life. Satan had nolegal right to attack him. Thisisnot alwaysthe case with God' s people. Whenwesin,
that sin gives Satan the legal right to attack. He doesn’t have to go before the Throne every timewe sin
and ask God' s permission to attack us. The sin we commit grants him that permission. Thisisone of the
reasonsso many Chrigtianslive under continua demonic attack. They arewakingin somekind of iniquity,
and it’ sthat iniquity that gives Satan the legal right to attack them.

God isdill sovereign over dl this, but not in theway most people assume. HE s sovereign in the sense that
HeawayshasHiseye on Hischildren. He ssovereignisthe sense that He knows exactly what we are
going through and why we are going through it. He' s sovereignin the sense that He will not et Satan go
any further than islegally permissible, according to the situation and according to the choiceswe are
currently making. HE ssovereign in the sense that Heisadwaysinvolved in our lives, even whenwesin or
go adiray; and He congtantly triesto spesk to us and show us how to get back under His divine protection.
But in the end, it will be our choices that determine how much damage Satan can do to us.

But you see, Job was under the divine protection of God—thisis clearly stated. That’ s how we know he
wasnot wakingin self righteousness, but intruerighteousness. Saf righteousnessissin becauseitisrooted
inreligious pride. Had Job been self righteous (like everyone accuse him of), he would not have been
enjoying the Lord' sblessing and protection. Job shunned evil in truth; he feared God in truth. Hislife was
pleasing to the Lord and it brought him divine protection. If Job would have been self righteous, Satan
wouldn'’t have needed to get permission to attack him. That salf righteousnessitself would have provided
thelegal right he needed. The whol e reason Satan had no legal authority to attack Job was because Job
walked in righteousness. He wasn't self righteous; he wasn’t proud; and he wasn’t a secret sinner.

Thebook of Jobisavery interesting book. Except for the first eleven chapters of Genes's, it’ sthe oldest
book in the Bible. It contains more references to cresation, the flood, and primeva events than any other
book (except Gened's), and it provides moreinsght into the age-long conflict between God and Satan than
amogt any other book. Also, it contains more modern scientific insightsthan any other book. Most scholars
believe Job lived around the time of Abraham because thereisno mention of the Levitica priesthood, the
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Tabernacle, the Temple, or the Law of Moses. And, unlike Israglite law, wherethe family inheritance was
passed to daughters only in the absence of sons (Num. 27:1-11; 36:1-13), Job gave his daughters “an
inheritance among their brothers’ (Job 42:15).

Other cluesshow that Job lived during thetime of the patriarchs. Like other patriarchsof that period (Gen.
8:20; 12:7-8; 31:54), Job, as the head of hisfamily, offered sacrificesto God (Job 1:5). His wealth was
measured in livestock, not money (Job 1:3; 42:12), which ismore characteritic of patriarchal times. Hislife-
gpan was a so more comparable to the lives of the patriarchs. He lived long enough to marry, have 10
children who were old enough to have their own homes when they were killed, and aso become the
greatest of al the men in the east before his orded began. Then, after losing dl his children, Job lived 140
more years. So he probably lived into his 200's.

The Septuagint says he died at the age of 240, which is an age more comparable to the ancestors of
Abraham. Serug, Abraham'’s great grand-father, lived to be 230 years old (Gen. 11:22-23). So | tend to
think Job lived before Abraham because Abraham wasvery great; yet God said Job wasthe greatest man
on earth. That would make him greater than Abraham, if they had lived at the same time.

The book of Job begins with the author’ s description of Job, hisfamily, hiswealth, and his spiritual
condition, of which he says: “ There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man
was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil” (Job 1:1).

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves
before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. And the LORD said
unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and
said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in
it. And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job,
that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man,
one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?

Job 1:6-8

Please notice that God say's the same thing about Job asthe author of the book: Job isaperfect and upright
man who fears God and escheweth (shuns) evil. But God added one more description of Job: “Thereis
none like himin the earth”. None like him in the earth!

Now, do you really think God would hold up aself righteous man as an exampl e of athemost upright
person on the earth? And have you ever stiopped to consider what it would mean if Job was self righteous?
If themost upright man on the planet (according to God) was self righteous, what doesthat say about the
rest of theinhabitants of the earth at that time? It says that nobody on the planet was walking in actual
righteousness. Moreover, if Job was sef righteous, don’t you think God would have been aware of that
fact? And don’t you think Satan would also know it? Do you redly think God would put Job out there as
His champion, knowing that he had such a major flaw?

Weall know that Satan’ snamemeans* accuser”, right? Accusing God' s peopleishisspeciaty. Sowhen
God asked him if he had ever considered the life of Job, if Job would have had a problem with self
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righteousness, you can be sure this would have been thefirst thing Satan would have accused him of
before God. But Satan didn’t say anything about Job’ s self righteousness.

Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?
Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about
all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and
his substanceisincreased in the land. But put forth thine hand now, and
touch all that he hath, and he will curse theeto thy face. And the LORD
said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself
put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the
LORD.

Job 1:9-12

When God asked Satan if he had considered Job, Satan didn't say: “Yes, but you and | both know he
is self righteous; so you better pick yourself a better champion or thiswon’t even be a contest”. The
fact is, Job was righteous, and Satan knew it. Job was upright, and Satan knew it. He knew that he could
not accuse Job of any wrong doing or even secret sin before God. If he could have, you better believe he
would have! Theonly thing Satan could accuse Job of before God was having awrong motivefor serving
Him—that of persona gain. And of course, God knew better than that because he knew Job’ s heart. So
he gave Satan permission to take Job’ s possessions and his wealth.

And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and
drinking winein their eldest brother's house: And there came a messenger
unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside
them: And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have
slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and | only am escaped alone
to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said,
The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and
the servants, and consumed them; and | only am escaped alone to tell thee.
While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The
Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have
carried them away, yea, and dain the servants with the edge of the sword;
and | only am escaped aloneto tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there
came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and
drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: And, behold, there came a
great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house,
and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and | only am escaped
alone to tell thee. Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his
head, and fell down upon the ground, and wor shipped, And said, Naked
came | out of my mother's womb, and naked shall | return thither: the
LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
LORD. In all thisJob sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.

Job 1:13-22
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Noticethat Satan tried to completely overwhelm Job by destroying everything he had in amatter of hours.
Indeed, in less than an hour, Job found out that he had gone from being the richest man in the Eagt, to one
who had nothing. Then, while hewas being told that al hiswedth had just been taken from him, the news
of the death of al his children came.

Remember that Job’ swealth wasn’t apile of cashinabank that could go “poof” through an economic
crash. It was hislivestock and his crops; and he had livestock dl over the place. The chances of having dll
hislivestock stolen or wiped out at the same time was astronomica. Again, the chancesof all hischildren
being killed at the sametime, and by afreak wind storm to boot, was astronomical. Job had to redlize that
something supernatural was happening to him.

If Job wasredly self righteous, | guarantee you it would have come to the surface right then and there. |
don’t know many Christianswho would have been asfaithful as Job wasat thispoint. Think about it. What
if the samething that happened to you? We get dl bent out of shape if something small happensto us, like
losingfifty dollars, or having to pay an extrabill at the end of the month, or getting alittle head cold. What
if someone came and told you that you just lost your career, al you money, and that al your children had
just been killed in afreak accident. How would you react?

The Scripturesaysindl thisJob“sinned not, nor charged God foolishly”. Wow! Could we go through what
Job did and not charge God with fooli shness? Could we go through something likethat, knowing thet it had
to be supernaturd, without even questioning God?I'll tell you, Job' swords must have sounded like music
in God' sears. When hefell down and worshiped, that prayer must have smelled like sweet incense before
the Throne. Listen to it again: “ Naked came | out of my mother's womb, and naked shall | return
thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord”. God's
champion had won the first round!

Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves
before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself
before the LORD. And the LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest
thou? And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Fromgoingto and froin
the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And the LORD said unto
Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him
in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou
movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.

Job 2:1-3

After being beaten by Job in round #1, Satan iseven more determined to defeat him. So he comesto God
again, wanting asecond shot a Job. God knows why Satan has come back, so He asks him asecond time
if he has considered His servant Job. (You know by now, Satan’s not only “ considering” Job, he's
obsessed with his defeat because Job has just humiliated him!) And God says of Job, a second time:
“..thereisnonelike himin the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth
evil”. Then, asif torubitin, Headded: “...and ill he holdeth fast hisintegrity”. In other words, he was
saying: “You lost round one, Satan: my servant Job is has remained loyal to me” .
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It should be obvious that the term, “holdeth fast hisintegrity” isacomplement. Job holding fast to his
integrity doesnot equa waking in sdf righteousness. If it did, God would never have commended Job for
doingit. Neither would He have used Job’ sintegrity to humiliate Satan. Y ou can't humiliate the king of
pride with some the pride of some one else. That doesn’t work, folks!

Also, noticethat God said Satan moved Him to destroy Job “without cause’. That means, for no reason.
In other words, Job didn’t do anything to deserve what was happening to him. This stlatement alone should
make people understand that there was no secret sin—including self righteousness, which iscertainly a
sinl—in Job’slife.

And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man
hath will he give for hislife. But put forth thine hand now, and touch his
bone and hisflesh, and he will curse theeto thy face. And the LORD said
unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. So went Satan
forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from
the sole of hisfoot unto his crown. And he took him a potsherd to scrape
himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes.

Job 2:4-8

Y ou have to understand that Satan hated Job with asupernatural hatred. So you can be sure that once
he got permission to attack Job’ sbody, he put the most painful and disgusting disease on him that was
humanly possible, in order to overwhelm himand get him to curse God. The scene of Job, losing adl his
wealth and hischildren, and then being stricken with such ahorrible plague, sitting alone on the ash heap
outside the city, defies description. Job was grief-stricken to adegree that probably no one elsein the
human family has ever experienced, except for the Lord Jesus. His physical appearance was so foul, he
was no longer welcome in the city where he had formerly been its chief citizen. He had become so
deformed, hisfriends didn’t even recognize him when they arrived at the city dump to comfort him (2:12).
To everyone around him, it looked as if the God Job had served for so long, had utterly forsaken and
cursed him. Hereis a short description of his situation:

~ He had sore boils over hisentire body (2:7)

~Hewasin such misery, he cursed the day he was born (3:1-13, 20)
~ Hewas bitter in soul (3:20; 7:11; 10:1)

~ Helonged for death (3:21-23; 7:15)

~ He poured out sighing and roaring like waters (3:24)

~ Hisgrief and calamity were heavier than the sands of the sea (6:1-3)
~ Helonged for God to destroy him

~He couldn't sleep at night (7:4)

~ Hisflesh was clothed with worms and clods of dust (7:5)

~ His flesh was broken and loathsome

~Hewasterrified by dreams and visions (7: 14)

~ He would choose strangling and death over life (7:15)

~ He was a burden to himself (7:16)

~ It was hard for himto breath
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~ He could not hold his tongue from crying out in pain (13:19)
~ Hisflesh was as a rotten thing, consumed as a moth-eaten garment (13:28)
~ He wasfilled with wrinkles (16:8)

~ His gall was poured out on the ground (16:13)

~ Hisface is foul with weeping (16:16)

~ The shadow of death was on his eye lids (16:18)

~ His breath was corrupt (17:1)

~ His bones cleaved to his skin (19:20)

~ His bowels boiled and rested not (30:27)

~ His skin was black upon me (30:30)

~ His bones were burned with heat

Tothisdescription of hisphysical situation must be added all the emotional pain that resulted from his
friends and family abandoning him. Listen to what Job says of his friends and family:

~ | have no pity from my friends (6 : 14)

~ My brethren have deceived me (6:15)

~ My friends have reproached me 10 times (19: 3)

~ My brethren and acquaintances are estranged from me (19:13)

~ My kinfolk have failed me (19:14)

~ My close friends have forgotten me

~ My household maids and servants count me a stranger (19:15-16)
~ My wifeisa stranger (19:17)

~ Children despise me (19:18)

~ My inward friends and those who loved me have turned against me (19:19)
~ No man has pity on me (19:21)

~ My friends persecute me (19:22)

God gave Satan permissiontotakeall of Job’ swedlth, tokill dl hischildren, to plaguehisbody mercilesdy,
to destroy hisreputation, and to make what was | eft of hisfamily, and al of hisfriends, abandon him. But
Job remained faithful to God through all these attacks. Listen to what the Scripture says about this
incredible servant of God:

Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse
God, and die. But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish
women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and
shall we not receive evil? In all thisdid not Job sin with hislips.

Job 2:9-10

Job didn’t even redlize hewasin acontest with Satan, but he beat him any way becausein dl that he had
suffered up to that point, heretained hisintegrity and did not turn on God. Hedidn't “sinwith hislips’. He
didn’t question God and he did not accuse God. Instead, hetrusted God and wasfaithful to Him. Job's
attitude towards everything he was going throughwasthis: “....shall we receive good at the hand of God,
and shall we not receive evil” ?
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Friends, Job was not a self righteous man—and arrogant American Christians need to repent for al the
thingsthey have spoken againgt him because they have noideahow strong thisman’ sfaith was. They have
no ideahow much heloved and feared God. Job’ sloydty to God putsthe wholeworthlesslot of American
Chrigtiansto shame. It iswe who are salf righteous. It iswe who read his story and never understand the
truths it was meant to teach us.

In Job 7:3, Job is speaking about his suffering and he says. “ So am| made to possess months of vanity,
and wearisome nights are appointed to me”. In other words, Job had lost everything, had been struck
down with bails, and had been deeping at the city dump for months without aword of complaint towards
God. Satan had done everything he and God had agreed upon, in order to test Job’ sloyalty, and Job had
remained loyal to God. Satan said if Job lost dl hiswedth, his possessions, and hisfamily, hewould curse
God—but hedidn’'t. Satan said if Job was struck down with ahorrible plague, he would curse God—but
hedidn’t. Inal hishumiliation, pain, and misery, Job remained loyd to God! He won the contest and that
should have been the end of the story.

But you see, Satan’ s not only the biggest liar in the universe, he' s aso the biggest ego-maniac; and that
makesfor aredly bad loser! Instead of admitting that Job had beaten him, Satan started chesting. It'skind
of like one of those old cowboy flicks, wherethe good guy and the bad guy square off and dukeit out. The
good guy thrashesthe bad guy, fair and square, and then turnsto walk away. But as he does, the bad guy
garts playing dirty. He gets up off the floor, grabsachair, and hitsthe good guy over the head with it, from
behind, without any warning. That’ swhat Satan did to Job. Job had a ready won the contest months ago.
But Satan just couldn’t stand being defeated and humiliated by avessel of clay, so he started cheating.
Since there was no time limit agreed upon between Satan and God regarding Job’ s test, instead of
acknowledging that Job had won, he just keeps on throwing stuff at him—and the stuff hethrowsat him
next, comesin the form of cruel and fal se accusations from those who claimed to be his friends.

Try to imagine the pain and frustration Job has gone through up to this point. Asfar as he knows, the God
who had aways protected and blessed him has suddenly turned on him for no apparent reason. He asks
God to show him what he hasdone so he can makeit right, but there is no answer. God has destroyed him
and forsaken him, but He refusesto finish him off. Instead, He kegps Job dive to suffer unimaginable pain
and grief. Everyone e se has forsaken him too. For months he has been living at the city dump. Night after
night heisinmenta, emotiona and physica anguish. Helivesin continua fear and hasfrequent nightmares.
Heis going through a humiliating and terrifying experience all alone.

The only thing Job desires at this point (besides degath) is to have someone, anyone, listen to him and
understand what heis going through, and maybe give him aword of encouragement or comfort. Jobisat
hisweskest gate, spiritualy, whenfindly, it lookslike someoneisactualy going to comeand comfort him.
But das, instead of comforting Job, they beginto accuse him of al kindsof wickednessand they tell him
he deserves all the things that are happening to him.

Can anyone recognize the hand of Satan here? When Job’ sfaith was at it weakest, three self righteous
clownscometo torment him mercilessly. They keep telling him to confessthe truth and repent. But what
truth is he supposed to admit? What wickednessis he supposed to confess? He doesn’t know of aany
gpecific snshe has committed. He acknowledgesthat hisisnot sinless, but asfar as he knows, he has been
walking uprightly. There is nothing to repent of; yet he is being told again and again to repent!!
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Haveyou ever been falsaly accused? Have you ever been falsely accused by someone who should know
better? Have you ever had someone you love, turn on you because they believed someliethey weretold
about you? Try to put yoursalf in Job’ s place for aminute. Try to imagine how galling, how utterly
outrageous, all these accusations would sound to a person who wastruly righteous? It would feel like
someonewasripping your gutsout! Having to listen to the fal se accusations of these idiots was probably
aworsetrid than al of Job's other sufferings combined! At one point he criesout: “ How long will you
torment me, and crush me with words’? (Job 19:2).

From chapter four of the book of Job, till God starts speaking in chapter thirty-eight, Job is attacked and
falsely accused of many things by histhree friends, and aso by young Elihu. And athough many of the
things these four men say about how God dedl s with the wicked and the righteous are true, when it comes
to thereason for Job’ s suffering, none of what they said istrue because Job wasnot awicked man. So
every accusation they threw at him was false. Below are some of the things they accused him of:

~ he was reaping what he had sowed (4:5-11)

~ he was not innocent (4:7)

~ he was not righteous (4:8)

~ he had been sowing iniquity (4:8)

~ he was being corrected by God (5:17)

~ he had committed more than 7 sins or he would not be judged (5:19)
~ hiswords were like strong winds (8:2)

~ he was being judged by God (8:3)

~ his children were killed because of their sin (8:4)

~ he was not pure, or else God would hear his prayers and prosper him (8:6-7)
~ he had forgotten God (8:13)

~ he was a hypocrite, or else his hope would not have perished

~ he was an evil doer, that’s why God had cast him away (8:20)

~ he sought to justify himself (11:2)

~hewasaliar (11:3)

~ he was a mocker

~ he was reaping less than he deserved (11:6)

~ he uttered vain knowledge (15:2)

~ his mouth uttered iniquity (15:5)

~ he had a crafty tongue

~ heused wisdomto cover sin (8:15)

~ hewinked at sin and turned his spirit against God (15:12-13)

~ he drank iniquity like water (15:16)

~ he was suffering the doom of the wicked, so he must be wicked (18:5-21)
~ he thought his claim to righteousness and perfection would profit God (22:3)
~ his wickedness was great (22:5)

~ hisiniquities areinfinite

~ he had taken pledges and stripped the naked of his clothing (22:6)

~ he had withheld drink from the thirsty (22:7)

~ he had kept food from the hungry

~ he had sent widows away empty (22:9)
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~ he had broken the arms of the fatherless

~ hetried to hide his sins from God (22: 13)

~ he had not taken a lesson from the ways of the wicked (22:15-16)

~ he drank scorning like water (34:7)

~ he kept company with workers of iniquity and walk with the wicked (34:8)
~ he added rebellion to sin (34:37)

~ he claimed his righteousness to be more than God's (35:2)

~ he had refused to cleanse himself of sin (35:3)

~ he was wicked (35:8)

Asthey would take turnsfasdy accusing Job of al these sns, hewould respond by declaring hisinnocense
Henever said hewas sinless; he never said he was more righteous than God. All he said wasthat he had
not committed any of the snshewas being accused of. His continual pleawasthat he had not committed
the kind of wickednessthat would bring thiskind of disaster upon him—and he was speaking the truth.
But hisfriends could not hear the truth because of the theological viewsthey held. Those views convinced
them that God would never let something this terrible happen to a righteous man.

Sincethat wastheir fundamental view, they weretotal ly convinced that God wasjudging some secret Sin
or wickedness of Job—and thisisthething they kept pounding him with, over and over again, in various
ways, for 34 chapters. The gist of what they all said was: “ Job, God only doesthis sort of thing to people
who are wicked. Snce thisis has happening to you, it's proof that you are wicked. We don’t care
how righteous you think you are; we don’t care how innocent you say you are; we don’t care how
many good works you have done; we don’t care how pious your life appears to be on the outside;
we know (because our theology can’t possibly be wrong!!) that you are guilty of some hidden
wickedness because of what is happening to you. So the quicker you admit the truth and repent
before God for your secret sins, the quicker He will forgive you and heal you”.

Finally, Job passes the breaking point and he begins to snap. He starts accusing God of treating him
unjustly. Hedoesn't curse God, but he doesbeginto sinwith hislips. Hedid this partially out of the need
to defend hislife, which was one of shunning evil, but which was being vicioudy dandered by these three
fools. It wasaso partidly dueto thefact it wasthelogica outcomeof hisview of thewholestuation. He
was convinced that God was doing all thisto him because God is sovereign. But he was also convinced
that he did not deserve what was happening to him, and in this he was correct. The only answer to the
dilemma he faced was that God had wrongly turned on him for some reason.

Thefact that Job finally did sin with hislips does not mean he wasalways self righteous. And | wonder
how many of today’ s Christians, who have the benefit of the Scripture and hind sight, and the indwelling
Holy Spirit, would react in that same Situation? | wonder how many of uswould have performed any better
than Job? Quitefrankly, | think alot of today’ s Christianswould have cursed God after round #1; and the
vast mgjority of them would certainly have cursed Him after round #2. Job’ s problem was not self
righteousness. Nor wasit that he was serving God out of self interest. His problemwas that he did not
understand God’ s sovereignty; and he did understand God’ s desire to have a champion who could
humiliate Hisenemy. If Job would have ever thought for asecond that Satan was responsiblefor what was
happening to him, or that hewas actually agood spiritua soldier who was being used to humiliate God' s
enemy, he would have never said any of the things he did about God treating him unjustly.
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But thefact is, he didn’t understand these things and as aresult, he eventualy did sin with hislips. Of
course, this gave his friends something concrete to charge him with. So they bombarded him even harder
with the charge of snning and desarving what had happened to him. But even though Job was blaming God
for thework of Satan, and even though he was saying God was treating him unjustly—both of which were
wrong—he till was not turning on God or cursing Him as Satan had predicted he would. Moreover, Job
knew that hewasinnocent of al thethingshisthreefriendshad originally charged himwith. It wastill true
that Job did nothing to deserve what was happening to him.

But nothing Job said could persuade hisfriendsto believe that he was not wicked. In their self righteous
pride, they just kept taking turns, accusing him over and over again until finally, Job giveshislast response
and defense. It beginsin chapter 27 and goesto the end of chapter 31. Job begins hisfinal answer to al
the accusations he has been charged with by saying: “ As surely asGod lives, who has denied mejustice,
the Almighty, who has made my life bitter, for while my spirit is still in me, and the breath from God
isin my nostrils, my lips will not speak wickedness, and my tongue will whisper no deceit. | will
never declare that you three arein theright; until | die, I will not set aside my integrity! | will
maintain my righteousness and never let it go; my conscience will not reproach me for aslong as
| live” (27: 2-6). After some more speaking, in chapter 31, he attempts one last time to vindicate himsealf
by calling curses down upon himself if he was guilty of the things he was being accused of .

Now, there are two possible ways you can view this chapter. Y ou can see it as the attempt of avery
stubborn and proud man to protect hisown (salf) righteousness; or you can view it adesperate pleaof an
upright man who has been completely crushed and abandoned, and who isin deep sorrow and anguish,
to convince histormentorsthat heisnot guilty of dl the thingsthey areaccusing him of. Persondly, | believe
thelatter isthecase. Moreover, | believeitisthesdlf righteousness of Christians, and theignorance of
Christians regarding the subject of righteousness, which makes them seein this chapter, asdlf righteous
man seeking to justify hisself righteousness! But bethat asit may, thisresponse of Job silenced histhree
friends once and for all. After he was done, they have nothing more to say.

Itisat thispoint that young Elihu spesks. Elihu was considerably younger than Job and histhreefriends (ws
32:4,6). No one knows where he came from, but some scholars speculate that he heard of what had
happened to Job, and he came to observe the situation because of its theological interest.

Apparently he camefrom apiousfamily, for hisname seemsto mean “ Jehovah isGod”, and Hisfather's
name, “Barachd”, means, “Blessed be God”. Thiswould a so make sense consdering that from very sart
of his speech, he claimed that his words were divinely inspired. His wordy exposition of the whole
Stuation, asdefrom boasting about how right and perfect he was, was s mply arehash of the same charges
made by Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. Since these accusation and argumentswere clearly wrong, it was
absurdfor Elihuto claim that hischargeswereinspired by God. And it’ sjust asabsurd that religious|eaders
have accepted his boast as fact.

In order to understand Elihu, you need to understand alittle bit about the culture of Job’sday. That culture
had some very strict social rules; and one of those ruleswasthat the oldest or the greatest would speak
firgt. If you'll look closdly a what happensin the book of Job, that’ sthe socid custom or rulethat isbeing
followed. Thethreefriendswho cameto Job sat in silencefor seven dayswith him, partly because of the
seriousness of the Situation, but partly because of established cultura norms. Nobody would dare to spesk
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before Job because he was the greatest man in the East. Nobody would speak before Job because it was
Job’ sright to speak first. Then, after the greatest speaks, the otherstake their turn according to custom.
SinceEliphaz istheeldest, he goesfirst. Then Job isgiven achanceto reply. Then, because he' sthe next
inline, according to age or greatness, Bildad takes histurn. Then Jobisgiven achancetoreply. Then, the
last guy to speak is Zophar. Now Zophar doesn’t go last because his name startswitha“Z”, okay. He
goeslast because he' sthe youngest of the oneswho came to speak to Job. Then Job isgiven achanceto
reply. Thenthecyclebeginsal over again. Thiscyclerepeatsitsaf threetimes. Job speaks, then Eliphaz;
then Job, then Bildad; then Job, then Zophar—except the last time around, Zophar runs out of steam. He
doesn’t take histurn.

Thesearefour “chiefs’ dtting around, talking. They arefour of the greatest men of the East. And thething
they arediscussingis*“theology” . They aretaking about how God dedl swith the righteous and the wicked.
And Job has been saying that al these calamities should not be happening to him because he has not done
anything so wicked asto deserve them. At one point heactudly takeswhat’ scalled an* oath of innocence’.
He calsdown curses upon himself if heisguilty of any of the things heisbeing accused of. It' shisfina
declaration of, “I aminnocent”. He now waits for God to answer.

But God doesn’'t have a chance to answer because Elihu jumpsin and starts talking. He starts talking
because he doesn't expect God to answer Job because in his view, Job had not yet repented! Job is till
being stubborn. Job istill holding onto hisintegrity. Soin Elihu’ smind, Job doesn't deserveto have God
speak to him—and he was sure God would not speak to him, since he refused to renounce his sin.

So Elihu satshimsdlf up as God' s representative. He stepsin to spesk on God' s behalf. The only problem
is, hedoesn’t redlly speak for God at all. He speaksfor himself. Actualy, he speaksfor Satan because he
isspeaking from same salf righteous“ spirit of accusation” that Job’ sthree friends spokefrom. The only
differenceis, hewas more arrogant and more salf righteous (ie: angry) than them. Thefirst thing he does
is charge Job of sinning. Some of Elihu’s false charges against Job were:

~ he drinks us scorning (blasphemy) like water (34:7)

~ he goes in company with workers of iniquity and walks with wicked men (34:8)
~ he says, it profits nothing that | should delight in God (34:9)

~he addsrebellion to hissin (34:37)

~ he claims that his righteousness is more than God’s (35:2)

~ he has said, what profit shall | haveif | be cleansed frommy sin (35:3)

~ he multiplies words without knowledge (35: 16)

~ he has chosen the way of iniquity, rather than affliction (36:21)

Remember now, thisguy is supposed to betaking for God. At one point he makes astatement that should
show everyone what kind of “spirit” he was actually operating in. He says. “Job speaks without
knowledge, His words are without wisdom. Oh, that Job were tried to the utmost, Because his
answers are like those of wicked men! For he adds rebellion to his sin; He claps his hands among
us, And multiplies hiswords against God” (Job 34:35-37). Y ou see, since Elihu presumed to be speaking
for God, and since Job didn’t fal down and repent at hisfeet when hefadsely accused him, he becameeven
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morefurious. Hisattitude was. “how dare you refuseto submit to my counsdl”! He becomes so enraged
he can’t contain himsalf and he wishes out loud that God would “try” Job “to the uttermost”. When Elihu
said he wanted God to try Job to the uttermost, what he was saying was that he wished God punish Job
even more than he was already being punished!

Thereligious pridethat caused Elihu to ook at poor Job, and instead of having compassion on him, wish
even moreevil upon him, isincredible! 1n Job 35:2-3, Elihu proceeds to mis-quote Job. He said: “ Thinkest
thou thisto beright, that thou saidst, My righteousness is more than God's? For thou saidst, What
advantage will it be unto thee? and, What profit shall | have, if | be cleansed frommy sin”? But Job
had said no suchthing. In another place, Elihu attributes what Job said the wicked say about God, to Job
himself. Speaking of the wicked, back in chapter 21, Job said the following:

Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in power?
Their seed isestablished in their sight with them, and their offspring before
their eyes. Their houses are safe from fear, neither isthe rod of God upon
them. Their bull gendereth, and faileth not; their cow calveth, and casteth
not her calf. They send forth their little oneslike a flock, and their children
dance. They take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the sound of the
organ. They spend their days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the
grave. Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the
knowledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty, that we should serve him?
and what profit should we have, if we pray unto him?

Job 21:7-15

Job was clearly describing the wicked in this passage; but Elihu ascribes these words to Job himself. He
says of Job: “What manis like Job, who drinketh up scorning like water? Which goeth in company
with the workers of iniquity, and walketh with wicked men. For he hath said, It profiteth a man
nothing that he should delight himself with God” (vrs. 34:7-9).

Now why would Elihu ascribe Job' s description of the wicked to Job? Did Elihu not hear Job correctly
when he madethe origind statement?Not likely. Thereason was, in hisheart, Elihu believed Job wasaso
wicked because of dl the calamity hewas experiencing. So hejust naturaly included Job in the group Job
was referring to back in chapter 21. Findly, after Elihu is done, God Himsdlf comes on the scene. You dl
know the story. He asks Job aton of questions that Job could never answer in athousand years. After
seeing the mgjesty of the Lord, and hearing His voice, Jobs repents of the sin he has committed with his
lips. Then God turns to Job’ s friends and rebukes them:

And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the
LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath iskindled against thee, and
against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is
right, as my servant Job hath. Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks
and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a
burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you: for himwill | accept:
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lest | deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the
thing which isright, like my servant Job.
Job 42:7-8

| want to call your attention to something that many people overlook in thefina chaptersof Job. When God
comes on the scene and talks to Job, He rebukes him and challenges him, but He never saysHeisangry
with him. Do you know why? Because God issimply correcting His champion. Heis expanding His
champion’sunderstanding of Himsdlf. Job didn’t go through the test with flying colors, but he did makeit
through. Don't think that God wasn't aware of everything Job had been through. God couldn’t look at Job
and say, “ Well done my good and faithful servant” because Job did sinwith hislips. But Hedidn't tell
Job hewas angry at him, and He didn’t say that Job failed the test either. Asamatter of fact, He said Job
had “ spoken of methethingwhichisright”! Listento it again: Job had spoken of Me“thethingwhichis
right”! That was God' s view of this soldier who had been through such afierce spiritual battle.

Now compare theway God talksto Job with theway Hetalksto Job’' sthreefriends. He says. “ My wrath
is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that
isright, as my servant Job hath...for himwill | accept: lest | deal with you after your folly”.

Y ou see, Job was God' s man. And even though hefaltered abit during the hottest part of the battle; he
didn’'t fail. He didn’t lose the fight. Overall, he defended the honor of God’ s name. Histhree friends,
however, were agents of Satan. They were Job’s ACCUSERS. They were afunctioning arm of the
“accuser of the brethren”. Satan used them to torment Job to death, after he had already been crushed
beyond al human imagination. Because they accused God’ s man without mercy, they had to repent and
submit to hisrighteousness, as he prayed for them. That wasthe perfect justice of God, my friends, for
they were forced to acknowledge that Job was righteous after al!

And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the
accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God
day and night.

Revelation 12:10

In one of John’svisions, he said he heard “a loud voice saying in heaven. . .the accuser of our brethren
is cast down, which accused them before God day and night”. Who do you think the voice in heaven
isreferring to when it says, “our brethren”? And who do you think it is that’ s speaking in heaven?

Wéll, | believetheterm “our brethren” refersto the saints of God who areliving on earth. If thisbetrue,
thenthevoicein heavenisthevoiceof other saints(angelswouldn’t cal humans* our brethren”). What you
have then isapicture of the saintsin heaven watching Satan come before God to accuse their fellow
saints on earth.

Inthelast days, God will have soldierswho will completely overcome Satan, and when that day arrives,
he the enemy will be cast out of heaven, onceand for al. Then, dl the saintswho arein heaven, who have
had to watch him accusetheir earthly brethren day and night, will rejoice. And | believethat one of the
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saintswho will be regjoicing the most on that day will be brother Job. For you see, Satan is still speaking
through the lips of ignorant Chrigtiansand accusing him of sn! The Churchisfilled with peoplelike Eliphaz,
Bildad, Zophar and Elihu, who continue to accuse Job of self-righteousness.

Well, I will never be one of those kinds of Christians. In my view, Job was aspiritua giant. Hewasa
vess of clay that God knew He could send into battle to defeat and humiliate His enemies. Job wasaman
whom God knew would defend Hishonor and Hisname—and | pray that | will beasfaithful inthe coming
days ashewasto our Lord. | want to be agood soldier of my King, so He can use me to defeat and
humiliate His enemies.

God bless you, brother Job.
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