THE DANGER OF UNCLEAN SPIRITS
CONCLUSION

Tonight I’m going to end thisseriesby looking at religious spirits. Thereisareason you don’t hear any teaching
on“religious’ spiritstoday, asde from al the other reasons we have already looked at, and it’ sbecause at first
glance, thereredly doesn’t seem to be much information about these spiritsin the Scripture. Indeed, much of what
we have learned about them has been learned by experience.

Over theyears, aswe hel ped people get delivered from various types of bondage, we began running up against
this spirit before we had any ideawhat it was. It wasn’t a case where we read about religious spiritsin some
“deliverance manud” or heard some minister teach on the subject and we became curiousto find out more about
them. | don’t havethat kind of curiogity. | have never sought understanding of the demonic kingdom just because
it fascinates me or because | want to stuff more religiousknowledgeinto my brain. Thethingswe have learned
about unclean spirits, including religious spirits, we have learned out of desperation as we sought God for
answersto the problems people who cameto us for help, were facing. | believe God showed us many of the
things He did ssmply because we were trying to help His people get free from the enemy’ s grip.

The Lord was ableto show ustruth in this area because we were open to it. Our minds were not filled with all
the garbage that preventsthe average Christian from understanding how unclean spiritsmove and operate. The
Holy Spirit had already been teaching how to recognize and overcome spiritsfor years, prior to learning about
thisparticular type of demon. But at acertain point, He began to lead usinto Situationswhere we ran up against
these particular spirits again and again. At that time, we had no idea what it was we were deding with. All we
knew wasthat it was ademon, and it was different from the other spiritswe had dedlt with, and it dways had the
person it was moving through deeply involved with thethings of Chritianity. Once God got our attention and we
began earnestly seeking Him about it, He was able to show uswhat these spiritsareand Heinstilled in usthe
ability to recognize them.

What I’ m talking about now is strictly an issue of spiritual discernment—which means it’s a subjective
experience. Most of you are probably aware by now that al subjective experiencesare null and void asfar as
Fundamentalist (and Pentecostal defacto Fundamentalists) are concerned. If you can't provide achapter and
versefor something you believe or have experienced, theninther eyes, you areinvolved in “extra-biblicd” error.
When | talk about not having a* chapter and verse”’, I’ m not talking about accepting thingsthat are against the
Scripture. I'm talking about thingsthat are not specifically mentioned in Scripture. So, I’ m letting everyone know
right up front that our knowledge and experience with these kinds of spiritsissubjective. Wedidn't get it from
the Scripture. We got it by direct revelation from the Spirit, as we sought God for answers.

Having said that, | would also liketo say that so far in this series, we have been looking at objective truth. We
have been looking at “ chapter and verse’ regarding the points |’ ve covered. What | have shared so far has not
been my persona opinion—it's been what the Scripture clearly teaches. So when it comesto what | have shared
so far, my attitudeis different. I don't just think these things are true—I know they are true. Anyonewho hasa
problem with them, has a problem because their minds are bound and held captive by these spirits. They can't
receive the truth, even when it’s comes straight from the Word of God.

In order to ded correctly with what wearefacing in thishour, with regardsto theserdigious spirits, | believethere
are four basic truths we must get grounded in.
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Thefirst truth we need to be grounded inisthe fact that there are all kinds of religious spirits. Religious spirits
have been around since L ucifer fell. Indeed, Satanisthemost religious spirit you will ever runup against. Inthe
Old Testament, when you read descriptionsof how different civilizationsor empires—likefor example, Egypt,
Babylon, Assyriaor Canaan—had different gods and templestypes of religiousrituas, you are reading about the
work of religious spirits among men.

Rdigious spirits spoke to those people and taught them how to worship their various detiesand idols. Therewere
many different kinds* priesthood’s” inthe Old Testament. Each cultureand religion had it’ sown. Of course, there
were only two priesthood’ sthat were ordained of God, and thus, were not demonic in nature—the L evitical
priesthood and the Méel chizedek priesthood. But there were other priesthood’ sin existence in the Old Testament
and dl those other priesthood’ s had priestly offices, rdigiousrituds, and sacrifices, both anima and human. All
thiselaborate worship didn’t just come from those people’ s“flesh”. They were being lead and guided in that
worship by religious spirits.

Inthe New Testament period, you had Greek and Roman gods being worshiped. There weretemplesfor these
gods, sacrifices and specific rituals, and also a priesthood for each one of them. Again, al this elaborate worship
didn’t just comefrom those people s“flesh”. They werebeing lead and guided in that worship by religious spirits.
Many timesthe people who prayed to these god' sand idols got their prayers answered by the unclean spiritswho
were behind all this false worship.

Thosewho think fseworshipisjust awork of man’s*“flesh” would say: “Hey Daniel; how do you know anyone
ever got their prayers answered by the demonswho were behind al thisfalse worship?” My answer would be:
| know they did becausethey till do today. Peoplein China(who pray to a statue of Buddha) testify to answered
prayer. Peoplein India (who pray to Ganeshaor Kali, or any of the 300,000 Hindu gods) testify to answered
prayer. Peoplein the southern half of Africa (who pray to trees and to nature itself) testify to answered prayer.

Peoplein Haiti and in sections of South America practice Voodoo and they testify to answered prayer. People
in Americaand Europe (who pray to astatue of Mary) testify to answered prayer. The Mormons, who pray to
afase”Christian” god, not only testify to answered prayer, many of them will tell you they had avery red
supernatural experiencecalled “aburning inthebosom” whenthey first accepted Mormonism. All these people
testify not only to having their prayersanswered by thevarious*gods’ they serve, they testify that those“gods”
speak to them and communicate with them as well.

If demons communicate with, and answer the prayersof idolaterstoday, what makes usthink they haven’t been
doing so dl dong?Why do you think people follow fase reigions anyway? Do you redly think millions of people
would serve “gods’ who never did anything for them? How long would you serve your God if he never
communicated with you inany way, if henever let you know Hewasred and that hewascaring for you, and if
he never answered a single prayer you prayed? The fact is, all false worship involves religious spirts.

Of course, thosewho say dl faseworshipisawork of “theflesh”will cal al thosewho say their godstalk to them
and answer thar prayers, liars. They will continueto proclaim that people who arenot serving the true God never
get any of their prayers answered (how can “flesh” answer prayer?), and that people who are not serving the true
God never hear any kind of communication from those gods because they are not redl. But that kind of talk only
showsthat how ignorant we can be. It a so showsthat some peoplewould rather believe aliethat keepstheir
false theology (that everything' s the “flesh”) intact, than accept the truth which destroys that theology.
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The second truth we need to be grounded in isthe fact that even though religious demons have been around from
the beginning, something unusual happensin thelast days that enables them to seduce alarge portion of the
Church of Jesus Christ: (1) the power that has been restraining Satan over thelast 2000 yearsisremoved & this
time; and (2) ademonic princeis et loose from the bottomless pit, which specificaly goes after the Christian
Churchinorder to decaiveit. Speaking of theentity that will St inthetempleof God inthelast days, whoiscaled
“that Wicked” and the “man of sin”, Paul said:

Do you not remember that while | was still with you, | was telling you these
things? And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he may be
revealed. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now
restrains {will do so} until he is taken out of the way. And then that lawless one
will be revealed whomthe Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring
to an end by the appearance of His coming;

[I. Thessalonians 2:5-8 NAS

It svery clear that thelast daysaredifferent fromany other period of timein the history of thisplanet. Themystery
of iniquity (ie: lawlessness), which has been working since Paul’ s day, has been restrained by something and that
restraint has prevented “that lawless one” from being revealed. However, in the last days, that restraint is
removed. Thisisatime-specific event. It will only happen oncein the entire history of mankind and it will only
happen in the last days.

At the sametimetherestraint is being removed from the lawless one, a powerful demonic prince arisesfrom the
bottomless pit. But in order to understand who and what this prince is, we first need to understand something
about the bottomless pit. In Revelation 9:2-4 & 10-11, John saw the “bottomless pit” opened. What came out
of that pit were supernatural creatures, called locusts. He said the leader of these spiritual creatureswas another
supernatura creature—an angel named Abaddon or Apollyon. In Revelation 20:1-3, John described how an
angd who had the key to the“ bottomless pit”, came down from heaven with agreat chain in his hand and bound
Satan and cast him into that pit for athousand years.

In Luke 8:31, when Jesus cast 2000 demons out of the Gaderene man, it saysthose spirits asked the Lord not
to “command them to go out into the deep”. The Greek term that’ strandated “the deep” in that passageis
“abussos’ (ab'-us-s0s), and it’ sthe same Greek term that istrandated “ bottomless pit” throughout the book of
Reveation. So when those 2000 demons asked Jesus not to send them into “the deep” they were asking Him not
to send them into the “ bottomless pit”.

Thus, theinformation we have concerning the bottomless pit showsthat it is a place where spiritua creaturesare
held prisoner. All thecreaturesthat are associated with the bottomless pit in Scripture arespiritual crestures—the
locusts, angels, demons, and Satan. World governments do not dwell in the bottomless pit. World religious
organizations do not dwell in the bottomless pit. Human beings do not dwell in the bottomless pit. Only spiritua
creatures dwell in that pit.

Thisisvery important to understand because twicein the book of Revelation, John said “the beast”—whichis

theentity amogt al Chrigtiansrefer to as*the Antichrist—ascends out of the bottomless pit. Thismeansthat what
comes up out of that pit in the last daysisfirst and foremost, some kind of spirit
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And when they [the two witnesses] shall have finished their testimony, the beast
that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall
overcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the
great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was
crucified.

Revelation 11:7-8

The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall
wonder, whose names wer e not written in the book of life from the foundation of
the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
Revelation 17:8

Thecreature, whoislet out of the bottomlesspit, isthefirst beast of Revelation chapter 13—the onewith seven
heads and ten horns, which John saw rising up out of the*sea”—and it issimply called “the beast” . John never
cdlsitthe Antichrist. Heonly referstoit as*the beast”. The second beast in that same chapter, which comesup
out of the “earth”, does have aname, and it’s name is “the False Prophet”.

Thevery term “fa se prophet” tellsusthisisal about worship. And when you read Revelation chapter 13, sure
enough, you find that thefirst beast wantsto be worshiped and in fact demands worship. The False Prophet,
through ademondtration of miracles, causesthose who dwell on the earth to worship thefirst beast. Y ou see, this
isdl about fasereigion. It sal about worship! The Dragon and thefirst beast want to be worshiped by the entire
planet. Yes, therewill be a Global Police State, represented by the seven heads and the ten horns of thefirst
beadt. Y es, eventually therewill beanindividua |eader of that Globa Police State, who will be oneof the* horns’
on the head of the beast. But the purpose of all thisisto force or seduce the entire population of the planet to
worship the beast and the Dragon.

I’ simportant to know that “the beast” isfirst and foremost aninvisible demon spirit. Long beforethisbeast is
manifested through the Global Police State or thefinal human leader of that State, it goes after the Christian
Church, asademon spirit, in order to seduceit. | call thisentity a“demonic prince’ becausethat’ swhat it is.
Demon spiritswho rule over aworld empires, like Persaand Greece, arecalled “princes’ in the Scripture (Dan.
10:20). Just astherewas an invisible spirit called the “ prince of Persa’—who ruled Persathrough it’s human
head; andjust astherewasaninvisgble pirit called the* prince of Grecia’—who ruled Greecethroughit’ shuman
heed; so this spirit will be the onewho rulesthefina world empire though its human head. First through the“ten
kings’ (human leaders), and then through one king. It’ sthis demonic prince that has been let |oose from the
bottomless pit in our day, and it’s this demonic prince who is wrecking havoc in today’ s churches.

Likethestuationwiththereveding of “that lawlessone’ inll. Thessalonians 2, so the Situation with thisdemonic
prince beinglet out of the bottomless pit isatime-specific event. It will only happen oncein theentire history of
mankind and it will only happenin thelast days. I’m not sure when the actual reign of this prince over thefjna
globa government will begin, but it’sreignisclearly said to last for 42 months: “...and power was given unto
himto continue forty and two months” (Rev. 13:5). At the end of that time, he will be defeated in battle by the
Lord and the armiesfrom heaven, and along with the Fal se Prophet, he will be cast into the Lake of Fire (Rev
19:20). What thistells usisthat we are facing something no other generation of believers has ever had to face.
Only the last generation of saintswill ever have to face the Beast and the False Prophet.
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But of course, theredlity of what we are facing never even comes close to sinking into the hearts and minds of
most of today’ s Christians because of al the garbage they have been taught. First of dl, most of them are till
waiting for the pre-tribulation “rapture’. They don’t think they will ever have to face these two beasts because
they assumethey will be safdly tucked away in heaven before either of them comes on the scene. Also, they have
no ideathese two beasts areinvisible spirits. They have beentaught that they are human politica and religious
leaders/ They have no idea these two demon sprits have already come on the scene.

Thethird truth we need to be grounded in isthe fact themain object of the two beastsin Revelation chapter 13
isnot just to set up aGloba Police State and reduce the population of the planet to amanagegble level so people
can be made daves of the new socia order. The main object of all thisisto bring the entire world into beast
worship and Satan worship. The Global Police State and the OneWorld Religion arejust the means or thetools
thesetwo beastswill useto introduce beast worship and Satan worship al over thisplanet. Satan worshipisthe
end result and the goal.

Since establishing the worship of Satan al over the planet isthe goal of everything these beastsdo, it should
comeas no surprisethat thisiswhat Paul istalking about in Second Thessalonians 2, when he said “that lawless
one” will atin“thetempleof God” inthelast days. | gave somereasonslast week why | believe Paul wastaking
about the church and not alitera building when he said thisentity would sitin God' stemple. Thefirst reasonis
because Paul received areveation regarding God' s ultimate purposein having a“temple’ to begin with and that
purposeisto haveatempleof “living” stones, not one of literad stones. Tomake alitera building the temple of
God, after He has completed the real temple, comprised of His people, would be to go backwards.

The second reason | gavewasthat if aliterd “ Third Temple’ isever built, it will besubsidized by the Final Global
Government—which meansit will be subsidized by Antichrist. It will be built by Christ-hating Jews and will
involve animd sacrifices, which will beamockery of the once-and-for-all sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. Also,
theonewho sitsin that templewill not be Messiah but Messiah’ senemy, the Antichrait. If you think the apostle
Paul would ever cal abuilding that was subsidized by Antichrist, built by Chrigt-hating Jewswith restored anima
sacrifices that deny and mock the sacrifice of Jesus, which will be occupied by Antichrist, the “temple of
God”—you need to have your head examined!

Understanding what Paul meant when he said that lawlessonewill St in God' stempleisvery important because
if that templeisChrigtiansand not alitera building over in Jerusdem, then you have THE explanation for what's
happening right now in the churches. Speaking of this lawless one, Paul said:

And then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the
breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; {that
is,} the one whose coming isin accord with the activity of Satan, with all power
and signs and false wonders,

[l Thessalonians 2:8-9 NAS

When Paul said the*coming” of the lawless oneiswith al power and signsand lying wonders, he wastalking
about thisentity coming to God' stemple. Thisishow thelawlessonewill enter thetemple, take hisseat in that
temple, and exalt himself abovedl that is caled God—through supernatura power. By signsand lying wonders,
the lawless one will convince many of the living stones of the temple of God that he is God.
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If it weren’t such aseriousissue, it would be funny listening to today’ s ministers say: “ Satan has no power,
except what we give him”; or “ Satan can’t do any real miracles’. They talk about his power likeit’sno big
ded, likeit’ snothing agenuine believer needsto worry about. Thisisincredible to me because not only doesthe
Scripture say that by thetime Jesusreturns, only beasmall remnant of people onthisentire planet will not have
been decelved by Satan; dl you haveto doislook around and you will see the carnage and the destruction this
falen cherub iscausing right now among the saints! He' s already managed to destroy thousands, if not tens of
thousands of once-genuine believers and the deceptions are only going to get stronger.

Thefactis, ministerswho makelight of Satan’ s power to deceive, or who claim he hasnoreal power, areliars.
Either they areintentionally refusing to seethetruth becauseit would destroy their preciousdoctrine concerning
“theflesh”, or else demon spirits have seduced them and blinded them to the truth. If what you are seeing all
around you doesn’t produce a sobernessin you, and arealization that you need to walk very carefully in these
days or you will end up deceived too, then you are already walking in religious delusion.

| pointed out in asession some months back that the Greek term that’ strandated “dl”—asin all power and Signs
and lying wondersin the KJV version of this passage—isthe same Greek term Jesus used when He said “al”
power and authority was given to Him in heaven and on earth (Matt. 28:18-19) It is the Greek word “pas*
(Strong’ s#3956). It has severa different meanings, but one of them signifies “the highest degree” or “the
maximum” of what isbeing referred to. Not that Paul issaying Satan will be as powerful as Jesus. But heissaying
Satan will be given incredible power inthelast days, and that power will be used to deceive many of theliving
stones who make of the “temple of god.

Also, last week we saw how three unclean spirits are sent to decelve the kings of the earth by working miracles,
and the Greek word for “miracles’ thereisthe same Greek word that’ s used when describing the miracles of
Jesus. | also quoted afew passage from John, which used that same word with regardsto the miracles of Jesus,
and pointed out that if John thought the miraclesof those unclean spiritsin Revelation werejust amagician’ strick
and not genuine miracles, he would have found a different Greek term to use to describe them.

...and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did
not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. And for this reason God will
send upon them a deluding influence so that they might believe what isfalse, in
order that they all may be judged (KJV “ damned] who did not believe the truth,
but took pleasure in wickedness.

[l Thessalonians 2:10-12 NAS

Asidefromthe pre-tribulation rapture error and thefalse notion that the two beasts of Revelation chapter 13 are
only humans or organizations, another reason most of today’ s Christianswill never even consder the possibility
that Paul wastalking about Christians and not aliteral building in this passage is because he said those who
succumb to the lawless one will “perish”. The NAS saysthey will aso be “judged”. The King James says
“damned. Of course, we al know a Christian can never possibly end up damned, right? In order for aChristian
to " perish” and end up “damned”, the doctrine of Eterna Security would haveto bealie. Sotoowould alot of
other doctrines which form the basic theology of most of today’ s Christians. So most ministers bend over
backwards trying to prove that the oneswho perish and end up damned were al unbelieversto begin with. They
can’'t see how foolish it isto teach that God is going to send a strong delusion upon the unsaved.
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Hello? The unsaved are dready walking in astrong deluson. The unsaved dready believe the lie and they are
dready damned. Satan isn't trying to damn the damned, or deceive the deceived—that’ s asinine. HE snot going
to and fro, seeking to devour the unsaved. He has aready devoured the unsaved! He' sgoing to and fro, seeking
to deceive and devour the Christian. He' s after God’ s temple!

When Paul talked about peoplerefusing to receivealovefor “thetruth” that they might be* saved”, he' swasn't
talking about the unsaved refusing to accept the gospel wheniit’ s presented to them. If he wastalking about the
unsaved regj ecting the gospel message, hewould have used theterm “gospel” (or one of itsequivaents)—but he
didn’t. He said these peopledidn’t receive alovefor “thetruth”. He stalking about Christianswho refuseto
receivealovefor thetruth. We don’t normally think of Christians having to receive alove of thetruth, do we?
| mean, hey, how many Christians do you know who walk around saying they “hate” the truth? Probably zero.
All Christians say they love the truth; yet many of those Christians are getting deceived right now.

Why? Onereason isbecauseit’ svery easy to walk in deception regarding our true spiritual condition. I’ svery
easy tothink we havealovefor the truth when we don’t. Loving the truth isindeed one of the requirementsfor
living under the protection of God in thishour. But we haveto love that truth above everything and everyone
else—and that’ swhere the problem lies. It seasy to love the truth when that truth doesn’t challenge any of the
religiousviewsor ideaswehold dear. It’ seasy to lovethetruth when that truth doesn'’ t interferewith any of the
desires, or goals, or relationships we hold dear.

Chrigtians perish because they won't receive alove of the truth regarding the absolute need to dieto salf. They
perish becausethey won't receive aloveof thetruth regarding the absolute necessity of walking in holiness. They
perish because they won't receive alove of the truth regarding many of the issues of salvation and redemption
| have talked about in thisroom for the past two years. They perish because they won't receive alove of thetruth
regarding thair rel ationships and they won't et God deliver them from theidol atry they walk in. Also, they perish
because they won't receive alove of the truth regarding their adversary and his power.

| persondly know people who have made the love of the truth a spiritua safely mechanism and they aretrusting
init for protection. Since they believe they love the truth above al el se, they really don’t think they can be
deceived. And the sad part is, afew of them have already been deceived and don’'t even redize it.

Listen, my friends: Paul was not talking the unsaved perishing in that passage. He was talking about believers
perishing. Hewastalking about us. It' swewho need to be“saved” from the power of deception that isbeing
unleashed right now. Hewas saying that in thefinal hours of thisage, many Christianswill no longer havealove
for thetruth because of al the doctrind error (doctrines of demons) they will have been taught. Since they will
not love and follow the truth, they will have no other place to go but into the arms of Satan.

Thefourth truth we need to be grounded in isthe fact that the last-days “fdling avay” isnot afdling avay from
all the externd trappings of Christianity. The oneswho are being seduced and falling away are not returning to
the world and becoming murders and drunks and dope addicts again. The great end-timefaling away isafaling
away from, or adeparture from, the truth—not from the Chrigtian religion. It' sadeparting from true Chrigtianity
to afalse Chritianity; from the true Holy Spirit to another spirit; from the true Jesusto another Jesus. The ones
who arefaling away till read their Bibles, till pray, still listen to Christian music, still go to church, till titheand
gl do dl the other things agenuine believer do. If we think the end time apogtasy is about falling away from dl
things religious and Christian, we will never understand what’ s happening right now.
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Thelawlessone doesn’'t goto al thetrouble of convincing theliving stones of God' stemplethat heistheir God,
only to have them return to their former pagan lifestyles! That would defeat the whole purpose of the charade.
Antichrist wantsto take his seat in the temple so the stones of that temple worship and follow him! Thisisthe
whole point. Religious spirits cometo us posing asthe Holy Spirit, and they have been granted the power to do
amost all the things the Holy Spirit can do in our lives.

Sowearefacing two very dangeroussituationsright now. Firgtly, aswegrow spiritually, our adversary changes
histactics. Thewilesand the devices Satan uses on those who are coming to spiritual maturity are not the same
ones he uses on baby Chrigtian, or on carna Christians. We would recognize those kinds of tricksright away. As
wemature, hiswilesbecome much more subtle and deceptive. Secondly, thetimewearenow livinginisthemost
dangeroustime (spiritualy speaking) in the history of this planet. Y ou’ ve got a situation where Satan isbeing
allowedto do things—especidly intherealm of counterfeiting thethings of God—that hewasnever alowedto
do before.

Addtothisdl theerror most of ushave been taught that makes us utterly blind to the possibility of religious spirits
speaking to us and moving through us, and you'’ ve got a certain recipe for disaster among today’ s average
Christian. They don’'t take any of the precautions the Scripture requires of us, if we are to remain under the
protection of God. Instead, they walk around in arrogant pride, thinking they are eterndly secure; thinking Satan
can'’t possible touch them or hurt them; and walking in false faith and false grace. Since they are walking
completely blind (spiritualy spesking), they openthemsavesupto theserdigiousspiritsand eventually they begin
to follow them. Thisisthe beginning of the lawless one taking his seat in the temple of God because heis
beginning to take his seat in the lives of the living stones that comprise that temple.

Thefactis, in our day, Christians can easily end up following religious spiritsas God. We can pray to them as
God and have our prayers answered by them. We can worshiping them as God and think we fedl the presence
of God aswe do. We can receive spiritua revelationsfrom them, either directly or through the study of Scripture.
Wecanrecelvedreamsand visonsfromthem, dongwithinterpretations. We canrecelved | kindsof supernatura
giftsfrom them. We can receive hedling from them. We can even experience achanged life by them. Any kind
of interaction we can havewith God, wecan also have with religious spirits. They will communicate with us, just
likethe Holy Spirits communicateswith us. They will lead and guide us, just like the Holy Spirit leadsand guides
us. They will answer prayers, just God answers prayers.

So aswe seek God for wisdom regarding these spirits, the first thing He shows usisthat they religious—very
religious. | know thissoundselementary, but it’ snot. When | say religious, | mean* Christian”. These spiritsare
not afraid of Chrigtianity. For example, very few of today’ s Christianswould ever question the desire to read the
Bible. I can promise you that for about 99% of the Christian population today, when they have adesireto read
the Bible, they automaticaly assume that desireis coming from God. The possibility that such adesre might be
coming from a unclean spirit that is religious demon will never, ever cross their minds.

Such apossibility may trouble you and you might say: “Brother Dan; why in the world would ademon give
meadesretoread my Bible?” Theanswer is: So it can give you afase or twisted revelation as you read that
Bible. But of coursg, if you are like the vast mgjority of today’ s believers, you won't think such athingiseven
possible. And evenif | could convinceyou that it was, it still wouldn’t phase you because you have been taught
that God lovesyou too much to ever let anything like that happen. Y ou have been taught that because God is
sovereign, He cannot let anything like that happen to you—else His sovereignty would be compromised.
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We are dso used to being told that since the battle we face is between our flesh and spirit, one of the wayswe
can win thisbattle isto occupy ourselves with spiritual things and keep our minds on heavenly things. If we
occupy oursalveswith heavenly things, that will keep usfromwalking in theflesh. Thisistrue. | say much thesame
thing. | encourage peopleto “mind” heavenly things set their affections on things above. However, we also need
to make surethat the spiritual things we are occupying ourselves with are coming fromthe Holy Spirit and not
religious spirits. The sad redlity is, many of today’ s Christiansare very spiritua. Indeed, the only thing you ever
hear them talking about are spiritud things. They are very occupied with spiritud things. But the problemis, they
are entangled with religious spirits and all that spirituality is hurting them, not helping them.

So thefirst thing we need to beaware of isthe fact that religious spirits arereligiousin aChristian sense. They
aren’'t going to tempt you to go out and drink a beer, or play thelottery, or degp with your neighbor’ swife. They
aregoingtotry and involveyou with thingsthat are Christian in nature. They will give you thoughtsand desires
which are not only Christian, but which match your particular Christian experience.

The next thing we need to know is that they are not primarily purveyors of spiritua darkness but rather, of
counterfeit light. Inthe natural redm, thereisabig difference between darkness, genuinelight, and counterfeit light.
Darknessistheabsenceof light. On the other hand, counterfeit light isnot darkness. Counterfeit lightislight—it's
just not genuine light. Genuinelight and counterfeit light can be compared to the light that comes from the Sun and
the light that comesfrom a 60 watt light bulb. Both kinds of light are“light”. But only oneis genuinelight. Only
one comes from God—God created the Sun. The other light is man-made.

It sthe samewith spiritual darkness, light, and counterfeit light. Spiritual darknessistheabsence of spiritua light.
In the realm of doctrine and teaching, spiritual darkness isthe absence of truth. It isfalse doctrine or false
teaching. Counterfeit spiritua lightismuch different. Counterfeit lightislight; itistruth. However, it’ snot genuine
truthinthat it’ snot coming from God. It’ struth which iscoming from another source. Thisisaconcept that God's
peopleare dill ignorant of. Most of usare only accustomed to looking at thingsin the context truth and error. We
view what peoplesay aseither true (light) or false (darkness). We judge what ministersteach asether true (light)
or fal se (darkness). We have not yet become skilled at discerning the difference between genuinelight (ie: truth
from God) and counterfeit light (ie truth from another source).

| have been trying to warn peoplefor yearsthat the religious spiritswe are facing in thishour can tell the absolute
truth and minister correct doctrine. When areligious spirit peaks or ministerstruth to us through someone else,
or directly from the spirit realm, we are no longer dealing with issuesof truth and error. We are dealing genuine
light verses counterfeit light. We are dedling with truth from the correct source and truth from acorrupted source.
Inthiskind of agtuation, the yardstick so many of us have been using dl our liveswill fail usmiserably. If your
standard of discernment rests solely on whether or not something is “true’—and thisincludes being Scripturally
true—I can assure you that you are headed for trouble. Y ou will have no way of judging between genuinetruth
and counterfeit truth because they are both truth. Counterfeit truth is not falsehood or error.

Multitudesof today’ s Christiansare having spiritual experiencesand getting spiritual revelations and preaching
things which are coming from thewrong source. But because we areso used to using the yardstick of truth and
error, thefact that much of their doctrineistrue, blinds usto the fact that the source of it iswrong. Onceyou
redize what these spirits are capable of doing, you will do more than judge everything with a“true or fase” yard
stick. You will start asking God to show you the source of things. So much of what we accept from preachers
and teachers as coming from God, is actually coming from religious spirits.
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Many times someone has sent me an article they thought was great, and assumed | would think was greet, but
which had asit’ s source some other spirit. | mean, what are you supposed to do when someone sendsyou a
teaching that’ sbasicdly true, which has blessed them, but which you know came from a polluted source? Good
grief! people hardly pay any attention to my warnings asit is, even though | am always careful to produce the
evidencethat a certain personisteaching fal sedoctrine. How much lesswill anyone believe meif | tell thema
person who is teaching basically correct doctrine is getting that correct doctrine from areligious spirit?

That kind of thing just doesn’t compute in most peopl€ s brains. They can't believe that Satan or any of his
demonswould ever tell the truth. They don't think Satan iseven capable of speaking the truth. They get thisfdse
idea form a mis-interpretation of what Jesus said, when talkig to the Pharisees. He said:

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for heisaliar, and
the father of it.

John 8:44

Please notice that Jesus didn’t say Satan can't possible “ speak” the truth. He said thereis no truth “in” Satan. All
that meansisthat Satan hasbeen completely corrupted on theinside. He sno longer capable of believing the
truth, or abiding in thetruth, or walking in thetruth, or of bringing forth truth from insde of hisown being. But if
you think it’s not possible for Satan to speak the truth in order to deceive someone, you're very foolish.

Y ou may bewondering how you open yoursdlf up to thesereligious spirits? There are different ways. Oneisby
|etting someonewho iswalking under theinfluence of these spiritslay handsonyou and pray for you. That results
in adirect transference of those spiritsinto your life. Even praying casually with someone who is under the
influence of these spirits can open you up to them. Any kind of spiritual union with them, viaunion with people
who are walking under them, can open you up to them. So be careful who you pray with, who you study the
Scripture with, who you take communion with, and who you are spiritually intimate with.

Just being part of achurch, areligious group, or amovement that is under the power or influence of these spirits
can open you up to them. That was the case with brother Jim Jones—if you remember histestimony. When he
had that fal se experience, he was attending aschool of ministry that was birthed by the spirit of Antichrist. Mike
Bickle, who hasthat school, was part of the origind Kansas City Prophets and they were dl deeply involved with
not only religiousspirits, but with spiritsof theoccult and of divination aswell. Jm had to submit to their authority
and spiritua covering in order to attend that school, and when he did, he also submitted himself to thereligious
spiritswho started that whole mess. I’ m thankful that the Lord wasfaithful to him, and aso that he had a heart
that continued to seek the truth, even when the truth hurt.

Out of one of them came ancther horn, which started small but grew in power to
the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land. It grew until it reached
the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth
and trampled on them. It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the hogt; it
took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was
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brought low. Because of rebellion, the host [of the saints] and the daily
sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was
thrown to the ground.

Daniel 8:9-12 NIV

Another thing that opens the door to these religious spiritsisrebellion. Danid describestherise of thelittle horn,
which most people agreeisthe Antichrist. At thetime Antichrist risesto power, it' ssaid that thehost of the saints
aregiveninto hishand because of “rebelion”. It' sdangerousto rebel againgt the known will of God inthese days
my friends. Rebellion will open you up to these spirits.

Asaresult of our own persona experience, | would also say that pride and arrogance will open you up to these
spiritsvery quickly. I’ ve watched people who had aproblem with pride dowly come under their influence and
they are still walking under these spirits to this day.

Carelessnesswill dso openyou up tothem. Thisiswhy | rant and rave so much againgt thelie of Eterna Security
and dl the other errorsthat put peoplein astate of fal se security. Once you alow yourself to get in that kind of
a state, your life become very careless and you walk in religious presumption, not true faith.

The next question youwill be asking ishow do we recogni ze these spirits? That’ s not easy to answer. Much of
the ability to recognize them comes only through spiritual discernment. That’ swhy | am alwaysencouraging
peopleto ask God to give them aspecid gift of discernment regarding these spirits. They are very hard to spot
sometimes because they are such good imitators of the Holy Spirit. They talk all theright Christian lingo; they
know how to quote the Scripture to lead us away from the truth. They can sings songs about Jesus, they can Sit
in a church and speak in false tongues; they can prophesy fal se propheciesin the name of Jesus.

They can makeyou fed a* presence’ that you think isthe presence of God. They are especialy good at working
miraclesto deceive us. I’ m not talking about big miraclesyou might seein areviva. I'm talking about the small
thingsinyour lifethat you recognize asworking of the Holy Spirit; likein Jm’ stestimony. The Lord hasaway
of confirming thingsin our livesthat are of Him. These are little miracles.

For instance, you might get arevelation and while you are wondering if that revelation was from God, another
brother or sister will call you and tell you that God just showed them the same thing. These are supernatural
workings by which God lets us know heis speaking to us. But once you come under the influence of these
religious spirits, they can do the samething. They can bring forth miracles, which serve as confirmationsto the
things they are telling us, which will then lead you away from the true Spirit of God.

These are the kinds of signs and lying wonders that the lawless one will use to take his seat in your temple.
Thousands of peoplewho were once solid Chrigtians have dlowed another spirit to takeitsseat intheir lives. This
iswhy Rick Joyner and all those guy’ swill never be delivered from the delusion they arein. Every day, the
demonswho are talking to them are confirming the thingsthey aretelling them through miracles. Every day, they
areexperiencing the power of these demons. They have become so attuned to them nothing you say would ever
convince them they are following another spirit. The lawless one has shown himself to be God in their lives
through power, sgnsand lying wonders. Hey, once you have Jesusand Michad thearch-angleviditing you every
couple of days, and you are seeing 3-D, technicolor visonsevery day, and you are moving in redl spiritual power
every day, that kind of deception isvirtually impossible to break free from.
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Of course, we have found that these religious spirits do have asome traits that you can spot. One of themis
confusion. Confusion usualy accompanies these spirits. When dealing with people who were walking under the
power of religious spirits, we could actualy fed religious confusion. Soif you suspect someoneyou arededling
with may be walking under these kind of spirits, seeif you fed confused when you arein their presence or when
you are talking to them.

Another trait we often encountered in people who were under theinfluence of these spiritsisthat they have away
of turning thethingsyou say around, so that it soundslike you are saying the exact opposite of what you areredly
saying. In other words, thereisaoften acommunication problem. Y ou are saying onething, whichiscoming from
the Spirit of God, but they are only hearing what those spirits areletting them hear. Many times, what they hear
issomething completely different than what you said. So when they repeat what you said back to you, it' sjust
the opposite of what you redlly said. Therefore, if you are dealing with someone and you find that thereisa
consistent communication problem, it’s possible you are dealing with one of these spirits.

Another thing you find when someoneis walking under the influence of these spiritsisthat often they will do
grange thingsand say the Lord told them to doit. They will also receive strange, and even bizarre, interpretations
of certain passages of Scripture, but to them, it will sound perfectly normal and reasonable.

Asamatter of fact, many timeswe will meet people who seem alittle“ strange” or “off” and we automatically
assumethey have some persondity quirk or maybeamenta problem, wheninfact they areactually walking under
the power of religious spirits, and it’ s those spirits that are making them strange.

Asfar asfinding out whether or not we have any of these spiritsworking in our own loves, the only thing | can
say it that it sapossibility for all of us. None of us are so far advanced that we can’t come under the influence
of these sprits—especidly if we becomeinvolved with other peoplewho havethem. Just go to God with an open
heart and tell Him you know you are not above being deceived by thesespiritsand if they have any part in your
life right now, you want Him to show you so you can get free from them.

If we have adesireto know the truth, God is more than willing to show us the truth and deliver usif we are
involved with them at all. Ask God to give you aspecial dose of discernment when it comesto these spiritsin
particular becausethey are so dangerous. Then believe that God will hear your prayer—and start watching and
listening. If we really want to know the truth, God will show us the truth. That’s all | can say.
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