THE DANGER OF UNCLEAN SPIRITS
PART SIX

Let me begin tonight by saying that | tried to reduce everything | had on my heart to share this week into one
message, but | just couldn’t doit. Thereistoo much ground to cover. So thisisgoing to be atwo-parter. | believe
oneof themain burden’ sof the Spiritinthishour, if not themain one, isthat God’ s people learn the truth about
the danger demon spirits poseto them. Unfortunately, Church World is divided between those who don’ t want
to even talk about the Devil or what heis capable of doing; and those who have been deceived by the Devil, and
arerunning around teaching dl kinds of things about him and his kingdom that are not true. It' svery hard to find
anyone who has any kind of balance regarding thiswhole area of truth. Oh, and the same Situation can be found
outside the Religious System aswell; so leaving the churcheswon’t do you any good when it comesto this
particular issue. There’ sjust as much confusion over the subject out here as there is inside the system.

Asdefrom thisbeing one of the main burdens of the Spirit in this hour, there are plenty of other reesonswhy we
should learn how to recognize and defeat Satan and these unclean spirits. Thefirst reason is simply one of
survival. We have an enemy whois determined to destroy us, and thisenemy can destroy usif wegive himthe
opportunity to do so. If you don’t know how to recognize and defeat an enemy who isout to destroy you, then
the chances are pretty good that he will destroy you.

Thisiswhy Satan hasinvested so much time and energy polluting the churcheswith al kinds of doctrineswhich
precludethe possibility of him being ever being ableto destroy us. He has perverted the Scriptura teachings of
God' slove, sovereignty and faithful ness, of eection and predestination, of grace and faith, and of Biblical security
inorder to blind usto theredlity that it spossiblefor aChristian to end up lost asaresult of being overcome by
theseinvisible creatures. In my opinion, most of today’ s Christians are sdlfish, spoiled brats who would rather
believe alie that make them feel secure, than the truth.

The second reason we need to learn how to recognize and defeat these spirits hasto do with rewards. God has
caled usto obtain acertain destiny and rewards, but we don’t automeatically obtain thesethingsjust by virtue of
being bornagain. The Scriptureteachesvery clearly and in various placesthat we must be spiritudly purein order
to obtain them—and you will never be pureif you arelistening to, and acting upon, the thoughts, desires, and
feelings of unclean spiritsevery day. Thetruthis, multitudes of Christians are obeying unclean spiritsand having
spiritua union with them every day because deluded preachers and Bible teacherstell them Satan can’t touch
them. Sincethisiswhat they aretold and thisiswhat they believe, they have no ideathese spiritscan givethem
thoughts, desiresand feelings, and they arelistening to them all thetime. I’ m not saying all these Chrigtianswill
end up in Hell. But they certainly will not receive the full inheritance.

Again, thisis precisaly why Satan hasinvested so much time and energy polluting the churcheswith al kinds of
errorswhich precludethe possibility of unclean spiritsbeing ableto really hurt us. We have no ideajust how
damaging these errorsredlly are. For example, one of the biggest errors being propagated right now, insde the
Church System, istheisthedoctrine of sdvation by gracealone. Thisdoctrine came straight from the pit of Hell.
It was conceived inthe mind of Satan, yet it' s being taught in the vast majority of today’ s churches. One of the
things this error does is destroy the whole concept of victory and defeat in the minds of believers. Oh Yes,
Chrigtians still talk about victory and defeat. But for most of them, it’s just religious verbiage because the
fundamental doctrinesregarding salvation which they have been taught, and when they have accepted, cancels
out the whole concept of victory and defeat.
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The*savation by grace alone’ heresy that is being propagate al over this planet is presented to people asa
“package ded” . Religious leaders present salvation asan “al or nothing” proposition. Either you are saved by
graceand that grace getsyou the whol e package—which includes al therewardsand al the glory mentionedin
the Scripture—or you get nothing.

Will, if we get thewhole packageby grace, and if we can't lose any part of that package because of grace, then
how do you define victory and defeat? The only possible way to be defeated in this kind of atheological
framework would beto lose the whol e package—and of course, that’ snot possibleif you are agenuine Christian
becauseto |ose the whole package would be the same aslosing your salvation. Supposedly, once we have been
saved by grace, that grace keeps us saved, regardless of what we do or how welive. Therefore, when you get
right downtoit, thereisn't any room for the concept of “defeat” in today’ s Evangdlical theology because victory
isby gracealone. Victory doesnot come asthe result of anythingyou or | do or fail to do. In short, grace makes
defeat impossible! Thisisaliethat is specifically designed to make uslose our rewards (at the very least), and
even our very salvation (at the most).

Thethird reason we need to learn how to recognize and defeat these unclean spiritsisbecause they areevil, and
those who love the Lord should hate evil—* Ye that love the LORD, hate evil” (Ps. 97:10)—said King David.
If welovethe Lord, we should have adesire to confront and overcomeevil, especially within our own lives,
whether it’ sthe evil of thisworld, the evil of our own flesh, or the evil of unclean spirits. Listen to the heart of
David as he describes his love for God:

Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody
men. For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in
vain. Do not | hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not | grieved with
those that rise up against thee? | hate them with perfect hatred: | count them
mine enemies. Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting.

Psalms 39:19-24

David said he hated God enemies with aperfect hatred. Perfect hatred isagood hatred. It' s arighteous hatred
and it pleases God. Did you know thereis such asthing as perfect hatred; or are you like the masses of today’ s
Chrigtians who have been brainwashed to believethat all hatred isevil and un-Christian? Do you know it’ sgood
to hate some things; or do you just assumethat if you are a Christian, you will never hate anything? If your view
of Chrigtianity isthe same asthe mgjority, please explain theLord’ s commendation of the Ephesian church for
“hating” the “deeds’ of false teachers. “But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans,
which | also hate” (Rev. 2:6). Notice that Jesusdidn’t say the “false doctrines’ of the Nicolaitans. He said the
deeds of the Nicolaitans. Do werealizeit’s not wrong to hate the things God hates!

David' slovefor God caused him to hate God' senemies. Hislove for God caused him to defend God' s holiness,
and God' s honor, and God' s name. In that passage he' ssaying: “ | love God; and my love for God is so strong,
| hate anybody who does anything wrong to my God”. He hated those who hated God. He was grieved with
anyone who rose up against God. He hated them with a perfect hatred and we should be the same way. There
should be something that rises up in us when people blaspheme the name of God or mock Him.
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W, someone might say, you haveto be careful about thiskind of thing becauseit’ seasy to become ahypocrite.
It seasy to hatethe evil of other people but not our own. True. But after David proclaimed his hatred for God's
enemies, heturned around and asked God to search him and seeiif there was any thing in him that would make
him an enemy of God. In effect, he said: “| hate themthat hate Thee, oh Lord; | count them as my enemy.
Now try me and search me and show me if there’ s anything in me that would make me your enemy. | want
to hate anything that’s in me that might cause me to be against you”. As long as we keep that kind of
attitude, and aslong waswekeep alowing God to show usthose thingswhich we do that makes us Hisenemies,
thenwewon't beguilty of wakingin hypocrisy. Wewill be ableto hate evil with aperfect hatred. Wewill beable
to hate God' s enemies, especially these unclean spirits.

But of course, most Christianswould never pray that kind of a prayer anyway because they don't believe God
would or could ever become their enemy asaresult of anything they do or fail to do. Y ou see, they have been
taught that it doesn’t really matter what they do or fail to do—it’ sall by grace. If you could do anything to make
God your enemy, then salvation would not be by grace alone, would it?

Thefourth reason we need to learn how to recognize and defeat these spiritsisbecauseit’ sanorma part of the
Christian walk. Warring against the demonic kingdom isn’t the job of a special class of Christian called
“Deliverance Ministries’. Every Christian should alow God to lead them into this kind of warfare.

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, againgt the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.

Ephesians 6:11-12

| would liketo take afew minutes and highlight three pointsin this passage. First of al, Paul said we wrestle not
againg flesh and blood, but against the demonic kingdom—that is, againgt principalities, against powers, against
therulers of the darkness of thisworld, against spiritual wickednessin high places. People read this and say
“Amen’. Then they turn right around and focus on flesh and blood. Whenever | try to highlight thefact that the
current gpodtasy isthe result of Christians being seduced by the enemy, the attitudeis: “Well of course the enemy
is behind what’ s happening today. Who doesn’t know that” ? Y et, they continue to talk about everything but
the enemy! They expose everything but the seducing spirits and devils who are causing all this havoc.

They talk about al thefd sedoctrinethat isbeing accepted by the churches. They talk about dl thefleshly rdigious
programsthat are being incorporated into the churches. They talk about al the worldly entertainment that has
invaded the churches. They talk about the secular business principlesthat are being used to run the churches. They
talk non-stop about the result of today’ s churches being seduced by demons, but they absolutely refuseto talk
about the demons themselves!

Infact, not only do they refuseto talk about what demons are doing to Christians, they refuse to even talk about
what demons do theunsaved! Except in the case of obvious demon possess on—whichisusually associated with
witchceraft and out-right Satan worship—most of today’ s ministers emphasize “the flesh” when talking about the
unsaved, just likethey emphasize“theflesh” when they aretalking about believerd It' sincredible. Listen to what
Paul said about the unsaved, and see if you can find a minister today who says the same thing.
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And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in
time past ye walked according to the course of thisworld, according to the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by
nature the children of wrath, even as others.

Ephesians 2:1-3

Paul said the unsaved walk “according to the course of thisworld”. They also walk “ according to the prince of
the power of theair’—whichisthe“ spirit” that worksin them. He dso said they have their conversation “in the
lust of theflesh” and they fulfill the* desires of theflesh and of themind”. Whenever you hear mingterstalk about
theunsaved, all you ever hear them referring to isthe last two parts of that passage. When wasthelast timeyou
heard a preacher or a Bible teacher expound on the redlities of the phrase: “...according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience? I'll bet that for most of you,
you can't remember ever hearing asermon on that part of this passage because ministersjust don't talk about the
unsaved in those terms.

Doyouthink it’ sacoincidencethat most religiousleaders, both inside and outside the Church System, not only
refuseto talk about unclean spiritsin relation to Christians, but in relation to theunsaved aswell? Do you think
it smerely acoincidencethat wherever you turn, whether they are talking about the saved or theunsaved, today’ s
preachers and Bible teachers focus exclusively on “the flesh”?

| don't! | think thisis exactly what Satan wants. | think thisisthe purpose of al the doctrines he hasinvented,
which are being taught in the churches, which hide and obscure his capabilities. Satan has done agood job of
masking himsdf and hiding behind “theflesh”. He has blinded the minds of the vast mgority of God' s peopleto
thefact that he and hisunclean spiritsare directly responsible for many thingswe assumeto be“theflesh”. It's
his plan to stay hidden in the background because as long as he does, he is unhindered in his work.

Paul didn’t say it' stheflesh that “worketh in” the unsaved. He said it isthe prince of the power of theair who
worksin the unsaved. It’ sthe spirit of that prince that worksin the unsaved. Theflesh and the desires of the mind
arejudt thetools or the means by which Satan endaves the unsaved and has them doing hiswill. He usestheir
flesh; he usesthe desires of their minds; but HE isthe onewho isworking inthem. It' sHIS spirit that indwells
them. Thereis no way Christian ministers should be ignoring this reality—but they do.

Even when faced with the obvious supernaturd power that isbeing manifested in al these“revivad” churches, even
intheface of the obvioudy demonic power that was on display for months during the Lakeland revival; most of
today’ sreligious leaders still refuse to acknowledge the rise of Satan’s power within the churches and they
continue to focus on “the flesh”!

Earlier thisyear | mentioned aguy who wrote an articlein which hewaslamenting the fact that so many people
aretryingto livethe Chrigtian life®in theflesh” and that’ swhy they arefailing so miserably. | mentionthisagain
becauseit’ saperfect example of what I' m talking about. Like the vast mgjority of today’ s preachersand Bible
teachers, thisguy’ sview of what’ s happening isthat it’s happening because people are trying to serve God in the
flesh. But thefact is, people have been trying to serve God in the flesh for thousands of years. If trying to serve
God in the flesh caused the apostasy, why didn’t the apostasy start 75, or 150, for 250 years ago?

Page -4-



| repeat—Paul didn't say inthefina apostasy would happen because people weretrying to serve God in theflesh.
He said it would happen because Chrigtianswill depart from the faith asaresult of accepting (ie: giving heed to)
seducing spiritsand the doctrines of devils. I’ smy opinion that many of these doctrines of devils have actualy
become fundamentd teachings (or what' s called “ orthodox beliefs’) of Chrigtianity and these* orthodox” beliefs
are designed to hide the reality of what unclean spirits can do to people.

Atonepointinthethisguy’ saticle, he gave hisview of why the Early Church had so much spiritud life and unity.
Hesaid: “...thelives of the early Christians wer e supercharged with a joyous consci ousness of the Presence
of their living Lord. Because He was so real to them, all their thoughts and affectionsrested in Him”. Then
he asks the reader some questions:

~ Hasthis spiritual Presence of the living Lord become a reality to you?

~ Are you completely occupied with the indwelling life of Christ?

~ Areyou truly satisfied in Him, or do you keep turning back to the natural world for
your source of spiritual sustenance?

Whileit' strue, many of today’ s Christians are trying to serve God without going to the cross (in theflesh), that's
not the main problem we face; and that’ s not the cause of the great apostasy either. People are being caught up
in something much moreingdiousthan tying to serve God in theflesh. | could point thisguy to haf adozen people
that | know personally, and many morethat | am familiar with, who would answer “ Yes’ to all his questions
without hesitation and every one of them are as decelved as you can possibly be because they are following
another Jesus and another spirit.

The current gpostasy isnot the result of people trying to serve God in the flesh! We' re dealing with something
that goes much deeper than that. People are meeting, and establishing avery deep reationship with, aliving being
who they think is Jesus Christ. Multitudes of people arefaling inlove with another Jesus and receiving another
spirit which isnot the Holy Spirit. These people eat, drink, and sleep this Jesus. They believe they have turned
their backson “theflesh” and “theworld” in order to get closer to this Jesus. Their lifewith thisJesusisjust as
red tothemasyour lifewith therea Jesusisto you. Ther jesusiseverything to them. They become ascommitted
to him asanyone in thisroom isto the real Jesus. Their jesus talks to them; he leads and guides them; he
empowersthem; heprovidesfor them. Thisjesuseven demonstrateshis power publicly inhealingrevivas. Y et
our focusis continually turned to “the flesh” and the flesh is said to be the cause of the apostasy!

| don’t think it’ sacoincidencethat thisguy—and many religiousleaderslike him—refuseto acknowledgetherole
unclean spiritsare playing in the destruction of the Church. | don’t think it’ sa.coincidencethat they refuseto even
acknowledge the role these spirits play in the lives of unbdievers. | think we are deding with a deliberate cover-
up. Thevery people who should be exposing these devils and seducing spirits are the ones who are protecting
their identity and covering for them.

Secondly, Paul didn’t say we might haveto wrestle against wicked spiritua powers. Hedidn't say we should
wrestle against them. He said: “For we wrestle.” It was an assumed fact. He assumed every Christian was
wrestling against them. It’ s shameful that Christians have to be convinced they need to wrestle against these
powers. It’ sdisgusting that they need to be urged to wrestle against them. It sadisgrace that God hastoraise
up peopleto sound anaarm and blow atrumpet regarding the need to learn how to recognize and defeat these
spirits because this should be something that comes naturally to every child of God—just like prayer, Bible
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reading, worship, and assembling together comes naturally to them. The reason God’ s people have to be
convinced and persuaded to wrestle against these unclean spiritsis because they have accepted theliesthey are
being taught by religious leaders who are themsel ves nothing but agents of Satan.

Thirdly, weneed to take particular notice of theterm“wrestle” in this passage because wrestling isavery peculiar
kind of contest. Evenin our day, when for the most part wrestling has become a staged show, you can still get
aglimpse of what Paul had in mind when he usedwrestling to il lustrate our warfare with these unclean spirits. He
used thiskind of contest to emphasize certain things, such astheintendty of the struggle, theindividuaity of the
contestants, and the close proximity of the conflict.

Wrestling isaoneto one contest. One opponent singles out another and entersthe arenawith him. Each wrestler
exerts hiswhole force and strength against the other. Each contestant is the sole object of his chalenger’ sfury
anditiscontinuoushand to hand combat. Wrestlers man-handle each other. They don't fight from adistance. And
when your opponent actually has a hold of you, when he’ s got you in his grip, you only have two choices:
surrender or fight back. Y ou can’t run and regroup. Y ou can’t hide and hope he goes away. Neither can you
invent atheology that sayshe can’t hurt you. The confrontation will continue until either you have conquered him
or he has conquered you. That’ s the kind of warfare Paul is talking about.

Whether welikeit or not, eventually we are going to have tolearn how to wrestle and defeat these spirits, if we
want to survive spiritudly, because they will never stop harassing usand trying to deceive and destroy us. They
will never settlefor defeat and they will never relinquish any territory inour liveswhich they hold without afight.
Wewill haveto learn how to wrestle and defeat them if we want to gain the inheritance and the destiny God has
ordained us to recelve—it’ s that ssimple.

Now, whenever | try to highlight what Paul said about the need to wrestle against the power of the demonic
kingdom, I’'m usualy met with an attitude of indifference at best. Many times| am accused of teaching heresy
and of exating Satan’ s power abovethe power of God. The attitude of many of today’ s Christians seemsto be:
“Why bother? Satan can’t hurt us and we don’t want to give himany glory”.

WEéll, | wonder if these people ever consider just how much glory they are giving to Satan as aresult of their
defeat at his hands? How much glory does God get when the people who have been the power to defeat the
enemy, areinstead defeated by him? The Christian who refusesto learn the wiles and devises of these unclean
spirits, and who refuses to wrestle against them and gain the victory over them, is destined to be defeated and
ruled by them—and believe me, that brings great dishonor to God.

Of course, most Chrigtiansdon’t even redlizethey areglorifying Satan and bringing dishonor to the nameof the
Lord because they havenoidea they are being defeated by Satan. It’ sfairly easy to be defeated without even
reglizing it. There are multitudes of Chrigtianswalking around right now who have no ideathey have been seduced
by Satan. That’ swhy it’ scalled “ deception” people. There are many Christianswalking around right now who
have been completely overcome by seducing spiritsand they have no ideawhat has happened. In their deluded
state, they proclaim Satan can't touch them. They are convinced that Jesus defeated Satan for them 2000 years
ago, so they don’t have to worry about him. They are convinced that they are eternally secure. They are
convinced that al they have to do to be brought to glory is“believe’” God has everything under control, and
“believe’ that Hewill protect them, and “believe’ Heisfaithful tofulfill Hispromises—they cal this“waking by
faith”. They have already been seduced but thisis how they walk. It’struly a pathetic situation.

Page -6-



Therearedl kinds of waysyou can end up following another Jesus and another spirit. But most of the people
who have gotten themselvesinto thiskind of a situation have no idea such athing has happened to them. They
have no ideathey have been seduced. They have no ideathey have been overcome. They have no ideathey have
been defeated. They have no ideathey are bringing glory to Satan and dishonor to God.

Peoplesay: “How issuch asituation possible’? My answer is: How can you possibly avoid such asituation when
your mind isfilled with so much error”? How can you avoid being deceived when you wak around thinking you
can’t be deceived? That very attitude opens the door for spirits to deceive you. How can you avoid being
deceived when you believe Satan can' t touch you becauseyou area” Chrigtian” ? That very attitudeisaninvitation
for spiritsto come and deceive you. How can you avoid being deceived when you accept today’ s perverted view
of God' s sovereignty? If you walk around convinced that because God is sovereign, you cannot possibly be
deceived (or that you “won’'t” be deceived, which is the same thing), you are asking for trouble.

And let me ask al those who believe this perverted view of God’ s sovereignty a question: Why didn’t the
sovereignty of God didn't protect your Christian neighbor down the street? Why didn’t the sovereignty of God
protect thousandsof blood-washed beieverswho are now waking intotal deception? If any of you have bought
into theliethat because God is sovereign, you cannot be seduced, overcome or lost, you need to repent because
it's pride that made you susceptible to that lie. It s our pride that’ s aways trying to convince us that we are
“specia” and that regardless of what has already happened to multitudesof other truly regenerated people (who
servethesame“ sovereign” God we do), somehow we are different. It’ s pride that makes usfed that somehow
we know what happened to them will never happen to us.

Another reason Chrigtiansend up glorifying Satan instead of God isbecausethey aretaught that everythingwrong
intheir livesis“theflesh”. They are never presented with the possibility that unclean spirits may be the source
of some of their hang-ups, personality quirks, and strange habits. Well, some of our problems stem from the fact
that unclean spirits have entwined themselvesin our personalities before we were even saved. They not only
entwined themsealvesin our desiresand in our ways of seeing and doing things, they may have actualy formed
someof our habits. Thisis possible becauseif you obey the thoughts or desires of unclean spiritsagain and again,
ahabit or apersonality trait isthe result. Some of our persondlity traits were actualy formed by unclean spirits
as we began making our own choicesin life.

Moreover, not all of these habits or characteristics are ugly or wicked. Some of then may seem very normal to
us. Some of them may give uscomfort or security. Some of them may giveus pleasure. We may havealot of our
identity or ego tied up inthem. In caseslikethat, it’ svery hard to put these aspects of our person on the Cross.
Thisiswhy being “changed” from theimage of Adam to theimage of Christ isso vitdl. We don't know just how
much of our persondity has been formed by unclean spirits. We don't know just how many of our habits, or how
many of our ways, have been shaped and influenced by unclean spirits. Thiskind of redlity smply doesnot exist
inthe minds of today’ s Christians because they are taught that everything is“the flesh”. Did you have awrong
thought today? Well, that wrong thought came from your flesh. Did you have awrong desire today? Well, that
wrong desire came from your flesh.

This constant over-emphasison “theflesh” not only blindsGod' s peopleto theredity and the work of unclean
spiritsintheir own lives, it blindsthem to the redlity that all false worship directly involves unclean spirts. The
Scriptureisclear regarding therole unclean spirits play infalseworship, not just inthelast days, but from thevery
beginning. Anyone who ignoresthis and triesto keep all the focus on “the flesh” is doing so because they are
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walking under the power of these spirits. In the end, we will be shocked to see just how many of today’s
preachers, scholars, theologians and Bible teachers are being led by these devilsinstead of the Holy Spirit.

What say | then? that theidol isany thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice to
idols is any thing? But | say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they
sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and | would not that ye should have
fellowship with devils.

Corinthians 10:19-20

Noticewhat Paul said about the nationswho sacrificethingsto falsegods. He said thethingsthe gentiles sacrifice,
they sacrificeto devils. It doesn’t matter what kind of idol they have made—whether it’ sarepresentation of an
animal, arepresentation of ahuman, or just atree stump—behind that idol there is an unclean spirit who is
listening to the prayers of the people who are praying to that idol. The people may think they are praying to
whatever idol they have made for themselves, or to whatever deity that idol represents, but in truth, they are
praying to demon spirits and many times those spirits will speak to them and answer their prayers.

WEe re not used to seeing thiskind of thing so much herein the West because that kind of idolatry is practiced
mostly inthe East. However, | can assure you, there are still peoplein theworld who serve god' s of wood and
stone. There are still people on this planet who pray to literal idols and many times they get their prayers
answered, just likeyou and | get our prayers answered becausethey are praying to spiritua creatureswho have
the ability to answer many of those prayers.

|dolatry comesin dl forms. Many peoplein western nations pray to the God of the Bible, but they are not genuine
believers because they have never repented and received the blood atonement. Then there are the Roman
Catholics, who pray to Mary. Despiteal their protestations against such accusations, thetruthisthey do pray to
Mary. They dso pray to dead saints; and many timesthey get their prayersanswered when they do. That’ swhy,
sometimes you will see testimonies in the local paper about someone who praying to this saint or that
saint—particularly St. Jude—and they got their prayersanswered. Well, my questionis: who doyouthink itis
that’ sanswering those prayers. It’ s certainly not the God of the Bible! Either Satan himself is answering them,
or one of these unclean spirits are answering them.

Other people who pray to the“ Christian” God, but who have no rel ationship with Jesus Christ and are not true
believers, would be the Mormons and the Jehovah' s Witnesses. These are religious cultswho use the terms of
Chrigtianity but they are not Christian because of their view of salvation and/or who Jesus Christ is. But millions
of these people attend religious services several timesaweek. They sings songsto the Christian God and they
pray to the Christian God. Moreover, many of them can testify that they have gotten their prayers answered.
Again, | ask: who do you think it isthat’s answering the prayers of these people?

Don't ever think that idolatry—in whatever formit takes—isastagnant religion becauseit’ snot. It involvesthe
worship of, and interaction with, living, invisible creatures who have supernatural power. When peoplewho
practice idolatry pray to their idols, whatever those idols may be, the unclean spirits behind those idols are
listening to those prayers, and they establish avery real relationship with these people. These spiritstalk to them;
they guidethem; they protect them; they givethem dreamsand visions; they givethem supernatural wisdom; they
give them many of the things God gives us.
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Thisisoneof the reasons some people are so hard to win to Christ. They are convinced that they already have
ardationshipwith God becausetheir religiousexperienceisred. It may beacounterfeit and it may betaking them
to Hell—but it'sreal.

And the priest shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar of the LORD at the door of
the tabernacle of the congregation, and burn the fat for a sweet savour unto the
LORD. And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after whom
they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout
their generations.

Leviticus 17:6-7

But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick,
thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly
esteemed the Rock of his salvation. They provoked him to jealousy with strange
gods, with abominations provoked they him to anger. They sacrificed unto
devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up,
whom your fathers feared not.

Deuteronomy 32:15-17

They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the LORD commanded them:
But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their works. And they served
their idols: which were a snare unto them. Yea, they sacrificed their sons and
their daughters unto devils,

Psalms 106:34-37

The Scripturemakesit clear that when you areinvolved infa seworship, you areinvolving yoursalf with * devil s’
or unclean spirits. It’ snot just the pagan nations who were worshiping devils through idolatry. Israel, God's
chosen people, were al'so guilty of devil worship. Asamatter of fact, devil worship in Isragl wasacommon
problem from thetimethey left EQypt becausethey had been infected with Egypt’ sidolatry. Many of them brought
that fal se worship with them into the wilderness. Israel wasinfected with thiskind of idolatry until God finally
judged them and scattered them among the nations. Oncethey returned from Babylonian captivity, that kind of
idolatry was no longer a problem. But until then it was. Listen to how Stephen describesiit:

Thisisthat Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord
your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; himshall ye hear. This
is he, that was in the church in the wilder ness with the angel which spake to him
in the mount Sna, and with our fathers. who received the lively oracles to give
unto us: To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from them, and in
their_hearts turned back again into EQypt, Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to
go before us:. for asfor this Moses, which brought us out of the land of Egypt, we
wot not what is become of him. And they made a calf in those days, and offered
sacrifice unto theidol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands. Then God
turned, and gave them up to worship the host of heaven; as it is written in the
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book of the prophets, O ye house of Israel, have ye offered to me dain beasts and
sacrifices by the space of forty years in the wilderness? Yea, ye took up the
tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of your god Remphan, figureswhich ye made
to worship them: and | will carry you away beyond Babylon.

Acts 7:37-43

Thefirst mgor incident of idolatry and false worship that transpired among |srael took place just afew months
after they left Egypt. That’ swhen they made the Golden Calf. After that, God gave many of them over to the
idiolatry that wasin their hearts. Thewhole 40 yearsthat they wondered through the desert, they now only carried
the Tabernacle of God, they also carried a tent for Molech worship and for the worship of the star-god
Remphan—which were Egyptian gods.

Thereisavery unpleasant redlity that we as God' s people must face up to. We have along history of making idols
which represent the true God and worshiping them instead of Him. Thisgoesall the way back to when our
gpiritud forefatherswereddivered from theland of Egypt. Inthat society, the Old Testament Church (ie: Nationd
|srael) madeliterd idolsthat represented the God of 1sradl. When they did, they wereworshiping devils, not the
God of heaven. They prayed to those idolswhile claiming to be the Chosen People and the same thing isbeing
done today by the New Testament Church.

I’m not talking now about Roman Catholics, who worship statues of Mary and pray to Mary. Thistoo isfase
worship, and the Mary they are praying toisa*“devil”. Nor am | talking about the “jesus’ of the Jehovah’'s
Witnesses and the Mormon’s, which isalso adevil. I’m talking about many of today’ s Fundamentalist and
Pentecostal church leaderswho have created afalseimage of Jesusin the minds of many of today’ s Christians.
These religious leaders have redefined the Jesus of the Bible over and over again until He has become a
completely different Jesus. They hate the true Jesus; so they have created an “idol”—aMENTAL idol of aJesus
who ismoreto their own liking. They pray tothis Jesus, they worship this Jesus, and they servethis Jesus, and
the " devil” behind this Jesustalks to them, answerstheir prayers, givesthem dreams and visions, and many of
thethingsfor them that thereal Jesusdoesfor you and me. They don't redizeit, but the* Jesus’ they areloving,
serving and worshiping is nothing more than a demon spirit.

My point in going through al thisisto try and make the spirit relm alittle more red to usthan it hasbeen up to
thispoint. We need towak inthe redity that thisisaspiritua world weareliving in, not anatura one. Thisnatura
world we you see around us isjust window dressing. It’sjust afront that conceals the REAL world.

It salso important to understand just how deluded the vast mgority of today’ sreligiousleadersarewhen it comes
tothisworld. They congtantly focuson flesh and blood. They lay dl theblamefor the current apostasy ontheflesh
and blood. Thisissuch alie. Multitudesof Christiansare being seduced right and left and by “devils’. They are
being seduced by the thousands into accepting, serving, and living for a“jesus’ who isin fact an unclean spirit.
The mgjority of today’ s religious leaders have themsel ves been deceived, and they have been seduced by
devils—not by thetheir flesh. Moreover, those same devilsare constantly speaking through theseleadersin
order to deceive all the gullible “ sheeple” who blindly follow them.

Now, beforemoving on, | want to look at one more important error many of these leaders propagate in their
effortsto minimize the power Satan has and the danger he poses. They tell usthat Satan cannot really perform
genuine miracles, that all he can do is perform magicians tricks that look like miracles.
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And | saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon,
and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For
they arethe spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of
the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day
of God Almighty.

Revelation 16:13-14

John said he saw three unclean spirits come out of the mouth of the Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet.
These unclean spiritswere sent to decelve the kings of the earth, to gather them together to battle. Theway these
will deceivetheleadersof theworld isby “working miracles’. The Greek word that’ strandated “miracles’ isthe
same Greek word that’ s used when describing the miracles of Jesus. The word is* semeion” (say-mi'-on);
Strong’'s# 4592; and it’ s trandated as “miracle, “sign”, “token”, and “wonder” in the New Testament.

Some examples of where semeion was trandated into the English word “miracles’” arelisted below. By the way,
al thesereferences are from the Gospel of John—the same John who wrotethe book of Revedation. I'm sure that
if John thought the“miracles’ of those unclean spiritsin Revelation were just some amagician’ strick and not
genuine miracles, you can be sure he would have found a different Greek term to describe the work of those
devils. But he didn’t. He uses the same exact Greek term.

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed
in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. But Jesus did not commit
himself unto them, because he knew all men, And needed not that any should
testify of man: for he knew what was in man.

John 2:23-25

After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which isthe sea of Tiberias.
And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did
on them that were diseased. And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat
with his disciples.

John 6:1-3

But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things
Jesus had done. Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and
said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. If we let him thus alone, all
men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our
place and nation.

John 11:46-48

The people therefore that was with him when he called Lazarus out of his grave,
and raised him from the dead, bare record. For this cause the people also met
him, for that they heard that he had done this miracle. The Pharisees therefore
said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, the world
is gone after him.

John 12:17-19
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It' simportant to know that Satan can perform real miracles becauseit’ sthrough real miraclesthat Antichrist will
gain entrance into the “temple of God” inthelast days. In order to understand what’ s happening right now, we
must have a proper understanding of what Paul was talking about when he made that statement.

Let no man deceive you by any means. for that day shall not come, except there
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;
Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
wor shipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself
that he is God...Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all
power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the
truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Il Thessalonians 2:3-4 & 9-12

You aredl familiar with the traditional interpretation of this passage. The Jews are going to rebuild the Third
Temple, after which apolitical leader will step up and claimto belsragl’ sMessiah. The Jewswill accept him as
their Messiah and he will take his seet in that rebuilt temple for 32 years. Then, he will show himself to be of
Satan and will start murdering all the Jews.

Asyou dl know, | don’t believethisiswhat Paul istalking about at al. And becauseit isextremely important that
we get delivered of thiswholeideaso we can understand what God wasreally warning us about, through Paull,
I’m going to take a few minutes and try to show you why this cannot be areference to aliteral templein
Jerusalem, and what it really means to have the man of sin sitting in God’ s temple.

In order to understand what Paul istalking about, you must remember that he was a Jew. He was thoroughly
immersed in the history of the Hebrew race and their relationship with God, and the Law. When God saved him
He gave Paul areveation of what He was doing. He showed Paul that His plan isto make the eect Jaws and the
elect Gentiles“onenew man” in Christ. Thisnew manisreferred to throughout the New Testament by Paul as
God' stemple. Paul began caling peoplethe " temple of God” because the Spirit showed him what all the types
and shadows of the Old Testament really meant, especially the Tabernacle in the Wilderness and the Temples.
He saw that God’ s final and ultimate “temple” would be made of people, not of stone.

And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the
man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he
shall build the temple of the LORD.

Zechariah 6:12

Hundreds of years before Paul received his revelation, God spoke of the building of thisfina templeto the
prophet Zechariah. The* Branch” Zechariah referstois Jesus. God has ordained from the very beginning that He
would betheoneto build thetruetemple. Thisfinal templewould not be atemple of stone. Neither would it be
made by the hands of man. It will be built by God Himself (Jesus), through the Spirit.
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Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy thistemple, and in three days | will

raiseit up. Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building,

and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But he spake of the temple of his body.
John 2:19-21

Jesuswas THE temple of God on earth while he was here. He manifested the glory of God among men. When
people cameto Him and asked for healing, help, advice, eternd life or anything el se, He had the power to grant
that request because Hewastheliving temple of God on earth. Hewasthefullnessof God dwelling inman. When
the Lord said, “ Destroy thistemple’, He was|etting the religious leaders of Isragl know (in asubtle way) that the
wholeideaof God dwelling in abuilding was changing. He was | etting them know that God's ultimate goal is
to dwell in man, and that God had already begun building that new temple, and that He (Jesus) wasthefirst and
foremost living stone of that new temple. Jesus was the corner stone.

Whereforealsoitis contained in the scripture, Behold, | lay in Son achief corner
stone, elect, precious. and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.
|. Peter 2:6

According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder,
| have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take
heed how he buildeth thereupon.

I. Corinthians 3:10

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house [temple], an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
|. Peter 2:5

Jesusis both the Chief Corner Stone and the Foundation of God'sfinal temple. Thisiswhy Paul said: "For no
other foundation can anyone lay than that which islaid, which is Jesus Christ” (1. Cor. 3:11 NKJV). After
Hisdeath and resurrection, the L ord sent His apostles out to lay the foundation of the new temple. Theway they
laid that foundation was by presenting Jesusto al men astheir Lord and Savior. Those who accepted the gospel
were brought into arelationship with God and thus becameliving stonesinthe Lord’ final temple. For the past
2000 years God has been building thistemple with lively stones. When it’ sfinaly completed, Hewill dwdl init
forever. It will be His habitation.

It's important that we understand THIS is the revelation God gave Paul. The Lord showed him that the
Tabernaclein the Wildernessand Solomon's Templewere only temporary accommodations until thereal temple
could start being built. Paul saw already understood that it’ s the presence of God—and the presence of God
alone—that makes a building or a person the temple of God, and that once His presenceis gone, that thing or
personisno longer Histemple. He saw that God’ s ultimate goal has always been to have aliving, breathing
temple, through which He could manifest dl thefacets of His Divine naturein the earth—and he saw thet the Body
of Christ was destined to be that temple.

Thisiswhy he said: “ Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you
(1. Cor. 3:16)? Hewould still be asking that question today if he were dive because 2000 yearslater, God' s people
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dill don't havethisal-important reve ation about what God is doing. Whenever anyone says, “the temple of God”,
thefirst thing everyonethinksof isaliteral Temple over in Jerusalem. Thiswasnot the way the apostle Paul
thought, once God gave Him therevelation of thetrue and find temple. That revelation wasburnedinto hismind
and heart. So you can be surethat when someone said, “thetempleof God”, hedidn’t think...building. When
someone said “the temple of God”, he thought...Church because in his mind there was no other temple. There
isonly ONE temple of God in the New Testament and that temple is the body of Christ.

Wearethetempleof God! Onthe Day of Pentecost the Church wasborn and it officialy becamethe temple of
God. Atthat point the Templeat Jerusalem ceased being God' stemple. Never again will God dwell inabuilding.
Never again will abuilding function as, or be called, the temple of God. We are the onesthe spirit of Antichrist
wants to sit in. We are the temple he wants to defile. Thisiswhat we must remember when we read Paul’ s
warning in Second Thessalonians or we will never really understand what he was saying.

Because of the revelation Paul was given, hewould never again consider any kind of building to be the temple
of God. How much lesswould he view an edifice that was subsdized by Antichrist and built by unbdieving Jews
the temple of God? Maybe the unbelieving Jewswho built such atemplewould cal it thetemple of God; maybe
dumb Gentiles and Gentile Christianswould cdl it the temple of God; but the apostle Paul would never cal such
an abomination thetemple of God. Never! To do sowould beto deny the very revelaion God gave him. It would
contradict everything he taught.

Not only doesPaul tell usrepeatedly that we are now the temple of God, the few times he does mention the then-
present Temple at Jerusalem, he never callsit the temple of God. He smply referstoit as“"thetemple’™ (Acts
22:17; 24:12& 18; 25:8; 26:21; 1. Cor. 9:13). Unfortunately, because our heads are filled with the traditions of men
we can't grasp the smple meaning of what Paul wrote. The sobering ramificationsof what he said never redlly
penetrates our understanding. Hewassaying that inthe last days, God is going to remove the restraint that’ sbeen
on Satan for over 6000 years. God will let him do things he has never been alowed to do before.

What thismeansisthat Satanwill bealowed to duplicate and counterfeit thethings of God so perfectly inthelast
days, even thedect will be deceived if possble. Those of uswho living now, areliving in the most dangeroustime
in higtory. We arefacing astuation that no other generation of believers has ever had to face, and we are the least
prepared of any generaion to faceit! Thelast generation of saints were destined from the very beginning to face
the darkest hour in the history of thisplanet. But at the sametime, that generation aso hasthe grestest opportunity
inhistory to overcome and glorify God. Listento what the Lord saysto the church of Laodicea, whichisthelast
generation:

To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne, even as| also
overcame, and am set down with my Father in histhrone. He that hath an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Revelation 3:20-22
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