THE DANGER OF UNCLEAN SPIRITS
PART FOUR

Wher efore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor: for we
are members one of another. Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down
upon your wrath: Neither give place to the devil.

Ephesians 4:25-27

I” m going to continue with thisseries on the danger of unclean spirits. Let me start by directing your attention to
thefact that the apostle Paul warned usnot to “ give placeto” the devil. | believe the vast mgjority of today’ s
Chrigtianshave absolutdly noideahow easy itisto givetheenemy aplaceinther lives. Heck, most of them don't
even think it’ spossible to give Satan aplace in their lives, despite thiswarning. They ignore what Paul said
becausethey hatethetruth. Thisis one of the reasons so many of them are being decelved. They refuseto receive
alovefor thetruth regarding theissue of spiritsand asaresult, they do things every day which givethese spirits
aplaceinthelr lives. Of course, they reject thisreality and they will continueto reject it until the day they die
becauseinthislife, God doesn’t force anyone to accept the truth. But two seconds after they are dead, they will
be forced to acknowledge the truth—and they will be acknowledging that truth for all eternity.

Last week we began looking at the five mgjor avenuesthese spirits use to involve themselvesin our lives. We
made it to avenue number three, which is people. But before we begin looking at thisone, | want to takeafew
minutes and ook at how they can usefeelingsto deceive us. | mentioned feelings last week, when we were
talking about how they can plant thoughtsand desiresin our mind. But | didn’t elaborate on thisline of attack like
| should have. So | want to make sure | cover it tonight, before moving on.

Unfortunately, it' snot just theissue of recelving feelingsfrom unclean spiritsthat’ smis-understood by so many
believerstoday, theissue of fedings period ismis-understood. When it comesto fedlings, the mgjority of today’ s
believersfall into one of two groups, both of which arewrong. Thefirst group would be the Fundamentalists
(including defacto Fundamentalists). These peoplereject theideathat we can beguided by feglings. They have
various reasons for this. One reason is because they assume feelings originate in the heart—and of course,
everyone's heart is deceitful above all things, so nothing that comes from the heart can ever be trusted.

Another reason they rgject being guided by fedingsis because they really don't believe we can beled directly
by theHoly Spirit. Fundamentalist areled indirectly by the Spirit, through the Bible. They often deceive people
with their words because they walk around saying we should al be*led by the Spirit” and they claim they are
being led by the Spirit but the fact is, they believe the way we are led by the Spirit isby reading, studying, and
applying the teachings of the Bibleto our lives. Thisishow the Holy Spiritsleads us. They don’t believe we can
be led by the Spirit directly. They don’t believe God would ever speak to you and me like He spoke to the
apostle Paul, or to Peter, or to James, or to Timothy. Thisis one of the main reasons they reject the baptism of
the Holy Spirit experience. Through spiritual gifts, God speaks to us and guides us directly.

So the Fundamentalist doesn’t accept the possibility of God ever guiding us by feelings because he believes
feelings come from the flesh or awicked heart and they can never betrusted. He dso believesthat if God were
to guide us by feelings, that would be direct guidance—and direct guidance is a big no-no. Ever since the
beginning of the Protestant Reformation, the position of Fundamentaist’ shas been * Sola Scriptura’ —meaning,
being led by the Scripture alone.
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Thisiswhy the Church split into Fundamentalist and Pentecostal campsin 1906. In 1906 abig segment of the
Church started being led by the Spirit directly. They started being led by the gifts of the Spirit, through visions
and dreams, through persona wordsand by hearing thevoice of Godinther heartsor minds. The Pentecostal’s
retained ahigh view of Scripture and sound doctrine. They still read and studied the Scripture and applied the
teachings of Scriptureto their lives. They didn't rgject being led by Scripturein favor of being led directly by the
Spirit. They smply yielded to God as He began to expand their Christian experience. They moved beyond the
place of being led by the Spirit indirectly, through the Scripture alone.

In the 50's and 60's, the Charismatic Movement began to sweep through the mainline churches who had rgjected
Pentecostalism. One of the unfortunate hallmarks of this movement wasthat it exalted spiritua experiencefar
above the written Word. Thesepeople basically started leaving the Bible behind and they focused primarily on
experience. Thisiswhy thereissuch adifference between the origina Pentecostal movement (in 1906) and the
Charismatic Movement. Theoriginad Pentecostal’ sheld the Scripturein high esteem and they continued to believe
doctrine isvery important. They believed that if your experience wasn’t supported by the Scripture, it wasa
counterfeit. Pentecostalism has never been an “anything goes’ movement. Generdly spesking, they have dways
sought to walk in holiness and have upheld the importance of sound doctrine.

The Charismatic Movement was just the opposite. From it’ sinception it was an * anything-goes-forget-about-
doctrine” movement. Spiritual experiencewascrowned king. Naturally, spiritual feeings—whicharevaid part
of the true Christian experience—were also exalted far above the Scripture. So you had a situation where a
segment of the Church began to be led only by feglings, by dreams and visions, by persona words, and by the
inner voice of the Spirit. If the Scripture agreed with their experience, that wasfine. They would quotethe Bible
to prove they wereright. But if the Bible didn’t agree with their experience, they couldn’t have cared less.
Experience became everything. They had moved from Sola Scriptura to Sola Experience.

Bdow isaquote from a person who representsthe typica Fundamentaistsview of being guided by fedlings. She
isdiscussing fedingsthat are presumed to be coming from God. Theissueis usbeing ableto fedl the presence
of God in achurch, or thinking we can know whether or not we are pleasing God by how wefed. Theideais
that since feelings come from the heart, they are never to be trusted.

“Now, the bible says in Jer. 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:
who can know it? It also says in Pro. 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death...Back to the teacher's question: ‘...he feels he gets
spiritual life there; ...he feels the presence of God there’...The problem here is that we cannot
know that we are pleasing to God by our feelings. So how can we know that we are doing
things that are pleasing to God? The answer is found in God’s word...”

It' sasad day when God'’ s people think they can’t know when they are feeling God' s presence. It' sasad day
when people have cometo the place wherethey believe they can’t know if they are pleasing or displeasing God
by theway they fed. It' sasad day when Chrigtianswon't allow themselvesto fed things or beguided inany way
by feelings becausethey believethelr heartsare wicked and feelingsmust come from that wicked heart. This
woman’ s spiritual mentor hasthe same attitude and preaches the same kind of garbage. Hemocks anyone who
thinksthey can actualy fed the Lord' spresencein achurch service and refersto al such experiencesashaving
the “holy ghost goose bumps’—and thisguy clamsto be a Pentecosta! People like thisareto be pitied because
they are missing a big part of the new creation lifethat is available in Christ.
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Hasanyoneinthisroom ever gotten aspiritud “ checking” fromthe Lord? All of asudden, you start feeling bad
when you are about to do something or go somewhere; or maybe you feel bad after you have done or said
something? Well, spiritual checkings are FEELINGS, my friends—spiritual feelings.

Didyou ever recaeivea“blessng” when you did something you knew the Lord wastelling you to do, or after you
won the victory over some temptation or struggle, or when you took persecution calmly and quietly? Well, guess
what? Those blessings are FEELINGS—spiritual feelings.

Haveyou ever been“grieved”’ when you redlized someoneyou loved was being deceived? Have you ever grieved
over the condition of your family? Have you ever grieved over the condition of the Church? Well, guesswhat?
That grieving isa FEELING—a spiritual feeling.

How about “ peace’. Everyone knows Peaceisafruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). But how many of usredlize peace
is more than fruit because you can lose your peace when you go somewhere, or do something, or talk to
somebody. Peace is a FEELING—a spiritual feeling.

| could go on, but | think you get the point. All these fedings are spiritual feelings. They don’t comefrom your
flesh and they don’t come from adesperately wicked heart. They come from the Holy Spirit, who livesin your
regenerated human spirit.

Spiritua fedings areimportant avenues God usesto spesk to His people and guide them every day! They are not
to be avoided but embraced. Just aswe can’t really know God without knowing HisWord, in like manner, we
cannot redly know Himwithout spiritua experience—and spiritua experienceincludesawholerangeof spiritua
fedings. Anyone who saysthat because people get deceived and walk in their own ways, that meanswe can't
ever know weare pleasing or displeasing God by fedings—iswalking in deception. These kinds of people“ have
a form of Godliness but deny the power thereof” (11. Tim. 3:5).

It'snot wrong to have a healthy fear of receiving the wrong kinds of feelings because we can receive feglings
from different places. We can receivefedings from our flesh; we can receive them from the Spirit of God; and
we can a o receive them from unclean spirits. Thefear peoplewalk in regarding being deceived by fedingsisnot
completely without merit. However, for most of them, it’sthewrong kind of fear. It' snot ahealthy fear. When
we have ahedthy fear of being deceived by fedings, wewill seek God diligently in order to learn the difference
between fedingswhich comefromtheflesh, spiritua fedingswhich comefrom God, and spiritud fedingswhich
are acounterfeit, which comefrom unclean spirits. When we have an unhedthy fear of fedings, wewill avoid the
whole issue and stick with being led by the Bible.

The problem with fedingsisthat regardless of wherethey come from, many timesthey use the samefunctions
of the human soul. For example, spiritua joy and fleshly happinessarevery different kindsof fedingsbecauseone
proceeds from our inner man and the other one proceeds from our falen flesh nature. Happiness comes and goes
very rapidly, depending on externd circumstances. People are happy aslong asthey have or are doing the things
that make them happy. But assoon asthey no longer have those things or are doing those things, the happiness
vanishes. Joy ismore stablebecauseitisaspiritud feding. It’ snot affected so easily by externa circumstances.
Indeed, we can have joy in very unpleasant externa circumstances. We can have joy, even when we are being
denied the thingsthat make us happy in theflesh. But thefact is, both joy and happiness utilize, and arefelt by,
afunction of the soul called the emotions.
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When you have spiritual joy, you fedl that joy in your emotions, aswell asin your spirit. When you fedl natural
happiness, you fed that happinessin your emotions, aswell asinyour flesh. So we haveto learn the difference
between joy and happinessthrough persond experience, and by exercising our spiritua senses, like discernment.
If we don’t, wewill become unbalanced Christians—especialy if we alow ourselvesto be guided by fedlings.
If wearebeing guided by fedingsand we don't know the difference, we could easily end up following the dictates
of our flesh—for example, happiness and unhappiness—instead of the leading of the Spirit.

Another example of thiscan be seen in the difference between the checking of the Holy Spirit, the conviction
of Holy Spirit, and the condemnation that comesfrom theenemy. At times, al these things can fedl the sameto
aperson—especialy whenthey arejust learning how to tell the difference between them. When God givesusa
spiritua checking, or when He convictsusof something we have done wrong, wefed bad, and at timeswefed
guilty. We can asolose our peace. When the enemy condemns us or triesto stop usfrom obeying God—guess
what? We fedl bad, and at times we even feel guilty, and we can also lose our peace.

When we actually do or say something that isdispleasing to the Lord and He convictsus, wefed bad. When God
isgiving usaspiritua checking, in order to keep usfrom doing or saying something wrong, or in order to warn
usnot to go somewhere or get involved with something, wefed bad. When the enemy condemns us, wefed bad.
Also, to make things even more complicated, when our flesh does't get it's own way, wefed bad too. All these
feelings can be so smilar you can't tell them apart at first and it may take awhileto figure out exactly what's
happening. Now, you can take the easy and the spiritually lazy way out of this predicament and just repressal
bad fedingswhen you get them. In so doing, you havea50/50 chance of repressing fedingsthat are coming from
your flesh or the enemy. But the problem is, when you approach the issue like that you are d'so missing avery
important avenue through which the Holy Spirit guides us.

| cantell you that especialy when you are dealing with other peoplein the things of the Lord, being guided by
spiritua checking' sisvery important. When we have adesireto help other people, it' s o easy to get involved
with them too deeply, or on the wrong level. Many timesthe Lord has kept me from getting into spiritua trouble
by “checking” mewhen | was getting too involved with someone or dedling with them the wrong way. The more
you deal with unclean spiritsin other people, the more important it isthat you be able to recognize spiritual
checking's. We dso need strong spiritua discernment inthese kindsof situations. But being ableto recognize and
follow the checking's of the Lord fulfills afunction that not even discernment can provide.

My point isnot to give an in-depth teaching on feeings tonight. My point isto bring out the truth that unclean
spirits can producefedingsin usjust like the Spirit of God can produce fedingsin us, and just like our flesh can
produce feelings in us. When the flesh produces bad feelings, it s usually because it’s not getting it’s own
way—judt likeit’ shappy when you giveit what it desires. But as | said last week, theflesh isnot aliving entity
with supernaturd intelligencethat’ s constantly plotting your downfal. It' sanature. Just like dogs bark because
it spart of their nature, so our flesh fed's happy, or sad, or mad, or hurt when it does or doesn't get what it wants.
Thesituationismuch different when unclean spiritsintentionally give you feelingsthat are designed to confuse
you and get you to think God ismaking you fed that way for some reason. Thiskind of thing isan act of war by
aliving, persona enemy who is out to destroy you.

Let me give you just one example of this. You probably remember that last week, my mother shared afew

thoughts at the end of the chat session. Well, after it was al over, shefelt bad about something. Since she had
agood day inthe Lord, and since we couldn’t discern anything out of the ordinary (spiritudly) that had happened
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during the chat session, she eventually cameto the conclusion that it wasn't the Lord she shared what she did and
the Lord was convicting her. Persondlly, | didn't fedl shedid or said anything out of line, but | couldn’t say for
surethat what shewas feeling wasn’t coming from the Lord. Shewent to bed that night, repenting for anything
wrong she might have said, and even repenting for saying anything at dl, if the Lord wasn't leading her to share.
Thenext morning, shetill felt bad. After talking and praying with sister Erma, sherealized that it wasan attack
from Satan. God doesn't keep “ convicting” you of something you have done wrong after you have confessed
it and truly repented of it. So she prayed against that spirit and it left.

Thepointis, she couldn’t tell right away whether what she wasfeding was conviction coming from the Holy Spirit
or condemnation coming from another spirit becausedl she could tell wasthat shefelt bad. But thefact is, aspirit
was attacking her, not because shewaswalking in somekind of sin but because she obeyed the Lord. What she
shared that night was a spiritual encouraged to one or two people in the room. Whenever God uses you to
encourage the brethren or help them in some way in the spirit, don’t be surprised if Satan triesto take revenge
on you because that’ s the kind of creature we are dealing with.

Wheredo wethink the desirefor revenge originated? 1t certainly didn’t originate with Adam and Evel Thedesire
for revenge—aswell asevery other evil attitude and desire mankind experiences—was transmitted to Adam and
Eve through the fall. Revenge originated with Lucifer, the covering cherub. As a mater of fact, the whole
temptation of Eve and Adam in the Garden was an act of revenge against God by L ucifer. Thefallen nature of
mankind IS the nature of Satan. So evenif Satan isnot directly responsible or directly involved in al the murder
and mayhem that takes place every minute on this planet, he still bears respongbility for it becauseit’ shis nature
that’ s being manifested in all those wicked deeds.

Satan not only trieshisbest to stop usfromwalking in truth and life, he also trieshisbest to keep usfrom being
of any red spiritud help to others. When we manage to not only thwart his purposes with regardsto our life, but
also thwart his purposesin thelivesof other people, he become furious and seeksrevenge. And let mewarn
you—if he can’t take hisrevenge out on you for somereason, he'll takeit out on the onesyou love. Makeno
mistake: he views people who know how to war in the spirit and set people free as an extremely dangerous
individuals, and hewill focusalot of attention and expend alot of hisresourcesto bringthat kind of aChristian
down. That’ swhy so many peoplewho started off asgenuine deliverance ministershavefallen, or have been
destroyed, or have been deceived and have becomeinvolved in counterfeit deliverance. Satan doesn’t take you
invading histerritory lightly!

Okay. Let’ sexamine how these spirits use other peopleto deceive and defeet us. Thisisavery unpleasant subject
but only the truth can set usfree and keep usfree. If what | shareistoo hard for you to accept or live with, try
not to shoot the messenger. I’'m only trying to help the saints get compl ete victory over dl the thingsthat would
hinder them. Thekingdom of Godwill befilled with dl kindsof Chrigtians—baby Chrigtians, spiritud childrenand
teenagers, Christians who have been wounded and are spiritually handicapped, Christians who were deceived
insome areg, but till kept the faith—all kinds of Christians. However, that kingdom will only be ruled by those
who overcome as Jesus overcame (Rev. 3:21)—and He overcame everything (not just most things) that stood in
the way of compete victory.

In order not to be defeated by unclean spirits which work through people who are around us, we have to get

ddivered of alot of false doctrines we have been taught in the Church System. Thefirst error we must get free
fromistheideathat it swrong to adopt agenera attitude of suspicion regarding other people. We aso need to
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reject theideathat it's wrong to suspect other believers of trying to deceive us without aton of irrefutable
evidence and proof. We are also going to have to renounce the very common teaching that it’ swrong to view
other Chrigtians as our spiritua enemies. I’ m not talking about hating peoplein theflesh. I'm talking about being
ableto cope with the redlity that other Christians do become our spiritua enemies—many times without them even
realizing it—because of the teachings or the “spirit” they have embraced and are following.

Paul said to “watch in all things’ (11. Tim. 4:3-5) and a s, to “be on your guard” (1. Cor. 16:13 NIV). He didn’t
say things like that for no reason. We must watch everyone who isin our lives. Y ou have to watch those who
minister to you—including me. I’ m not above being deceived. Y ou have to watch your co-workers on thejob.
Y ou haveto watch other Christiansyou fellowship with. Y ou haveto watch your own loved ones (that’ sahard
one). Finaly, you have to watch yoursaves. The reason we have to watch everyone and walk in agodly spiritua
suspicionisbecause everyoneinyour lifeisapotential enemy. At any time, any personinyour lifecan beginto
listen to these unclean spirits without even realizing it, and those spirit can begin to use them against you..

I’'m sorry, but it’ sjust not possibleto watch and be on guard against the wiles and the devices of your adversary
if you areafraid to suspect other people, including friends, relatives and even other Chrigtians, of being used by
that adversary againgt you. It' savery unpleasant redlity to liveand walk in, | know. But the truth isn’'t dways
pleasant. Thefact is, many times the enemy uses other people to seduce us. We can either face thisredlity and
learn how to walk accordingly; or we can turn avay from it because it’ stoo hard and hide our headsin the sand.
Peoplewho chooseto stick their headsin the sand won't necessarily end up demon possessed or in Hell. But they
will never be overcomers because overcomers get complete victory over everything that seeksto keep them
from victory.

If wewant to walk in complete victory over the demonic kingdom, we' re going to have to watch and be on our
guard towards every single personin our lives. Waking thiskind of wak does not mean you can't have any red
fellowship with them. It does’t mean you can't spend time with them. Aslong asthey are not being used by the
enemy to seduce you or draw you away from God, we can have a“normal” kind of relationship with them,
whether it be aspiritua or anatural relationship. But we must stay on guard and watch, just in case the enemy
tricks them and starts moving through themto get to us. When that happens, you must act accordingly. You
can’'t continue on with things as usual because if you do, you will end up deceived.

When someoneyou areinvolved with gets deceived and starts being used by the enemy to get to you, things have
to changein your relationship. | don't carewho it isor what kind of relationship you have with them, you must
confront them with the truth and try to explain what' s going on so they can get out of aposition of being used
againgt you. If they cannot seethetruth or they will not accept the truth, then the must be aspiritual separation
from them—and that spiritual separationwill haveto be maintained until they accept thetruth and stop being used
by the enemy. The degree of separation depends on the degree of spiritual danger that person posesto you.

Now, consider just thisonefact with regardsto the errorsthat are being taught to God’ s people. They arebeing
taught that Satan can’t touch them or hurt them because Jesus defeated him at the Cross. They are being taught
all manner of false doctrineswhich are specifically designed to produce afa se sense of security inthem, so that
they can’t possibly believethey could ever be destroyed. Can you imaginethegrip Satanisableto get onthe
lives of peoplewho walk around assuming he can’t touch them; who walk around assuming that God istotally
responsible to keep them safe; who walk around assuming that because God is sovereign and he choseto save
them, nothing can stop His plan for them from being fulfilled?
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Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against_the wiles of the
devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of thisworld, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.

Ephesians 6:10-12

As| have said many times, wearein atwo-front war. One battlefront is putting our flesh to death (dying daily).
The other front is overcoming thewiles and devices of our adversary. The problem | find, everywherel turn
outsidethe Church System, isthat peoplewant to believeit’ sonly aone-front war. They want to believe that
if we"diedaly” wewon't haveto worry about that whole other front. They may spinit in different ways, but the
doctrineisawaysthesameinthe end. Dying to self isthe answer to everythingin our lives—at least internally.
Sure, the enemy may try to attack usexternally at times, through persecution and things like that. But we don’t
have to worry about facing him and defeating him when it comes to our internal problems if we die to self
becauseyou see, dl our internal problemsstem from “theflesh”. Wrong desires, wrong thoughts, wrong fedings,
bad attitudes, Sin, fleshly lustsand so forth, areal problems of theflesh. Soif you will just put that flesh to deeth,
al theinternal problems you face every day will be taken care of.

Please notice that the reason Paul admonishes usto put on the full armor of God has very little to do with the
battle against the flesh. He very specifically sayswe are to put that armor on so we will: “...be able to stand
againgt thewiles of the devil”. The“wiles of the devil are not restricted to externa persecution from unbelievers.
Thewilesof the devil aredl thetricks he usesto deceive us. The wiles of the devil arethethings he usesto try
and get usto give him aplacein our lives. When Paul said we are to avoid doing thingsthat give placeto Satan,
hewasn't talking about Satan finding an external placein our lives. Satan and these unclean spiritsarelooking
for away to entwinethemselvesIN our lives. They arelooking for waysto become PART OF our lives, so that
in the end, we are being guided by them and doing their will instead of God' s will.

Wedon't put the armor of God onto stand againgt “theflesh” or to “diedaily”. Thearmor of God isnot for the
purpose of battling fleshand blood. It’ sspecifically associated with battling invisible beings—principalities,
powers, and the rulers of the darkness of thisworld. If our only battle (or our only real battle) was against “the
flesh” asso many preachersand Bible teachers out here claim, then there would be no need for the armor of God.
If Satan and his unclean spirits could not touch us or infiltrate our lives aslong aswe dieto self, therewould be
no need for armor. Y ou only need the armor when you are battling invisible creatures.

Many of the peoplewho have set themsalvesup a“teachers’ outside the Religious System have been deceived
and are being used by Satan to convince usto spend al of our timedying to self. These ministerskeep God' s
peopleignorant of Satan’ s capabilitiesand hisdevicesand eventually we end up just asdeceived asthey are. So
the first group of people we need to be wary of and keep a close eye on are Bible teachers and ministers,
especially the ones who frequently minister to us.

Now the Spirit speaketh expresdly, that in the latter times some shall depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils, Speaking lies
in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron...

|. Timothy 4:1-2
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It sdwaysinteresting tolisten to peopletal k about the current apostasy becausein most cases, it showsyou just
how blind they areto theworkings of the whole spirit reelm. They do exactly the opposite of what Paul said we
should do in Ephesus 6:11—they continualy rail against flesh and blood. They are constantly talking about this
falseteacher and that fal se prophet. They are completely focused on the men who are leading the church down
the path of destruction. They never expose the spiritsbehind it all. When isthelast time you heard someone
exposethe spiritsbehind peoplelike Benny Hinn, or Todd Bentley, or Rick Warren, or Janet Myers, or C. Peter
Wagner, or Joel Osteen?

Y ou see, thisis one of the reasons people hate me so much. | don’t focus on flesh and blood. | expose the spirits
that are moving in and through the ones who are propagating these destructive errors. Nobody gets mad at you
if you get behind amic and say: “| disagree with pastor so-and-so’sview”. They won't even get mad at youif you
sy “| believe brother so-and-soiswrong inthisarea’. However, they get furious when you say: “ This man has
been seduced by a religious spirit and Satan isusing him (or her) to seduce others’. When you expose the
spirit behind someone, that’ sawhole different story! The unclean spirit that’s moving through that minister gets
enraged becauseit’ sbeing exposed; and the person usudly allowsthat spirit to vent it’ srage because their own
pride hasbeen hurt. Aslong asweall “ agreeto disagree” and we don’t expose the spiritual reality behind the
errorsthat are being taught, peoplewill put up with you. What they won't put up with iswhen you start reveding
the role these spirits play in their wrong teaching.

Look closdly at what Paul said when hetalked about the last days apostasy. He said this apostasy would come
about asareault of God' s people—not the pagans, not “professing” Chrigtians, but genuine believers—listening
to “seducing spirits’ and the “ doctrines of devils’. Inthis particular passage he didn’t say God' s people would
depart from thefath in thelast days because they were following men. He didn’t say they would depart from the
faith because they werefollowing flesh and blood. He said they would be drawn away fromthefaith because they
begintolistento SEDUCING SPIRITSand the DOCTRINES OF DEVILS. Now it’ strue, in other places Paul
talked about believersbeing deceived by men. But here, heisexposing theredlity behind themen. Heisreveding
the truth behind the flesh and blood.

Why did Paul call these spirits* seducing” spirits? He called them seducing spirits because they havethe power
to seduce the mind. They cometo usand try to wrongly dividethe Scripture in our minds; or they try to impart
falseideasor revelationsto the mind. Once aperson acceptstheideas or revelations of a seducing spirit, two
things happen: (1) Their minds become endaved to the power that gave them theidea or revelation; and (2) they
become vessal sthrough which these spirits can freely operate. They go forth and spread theteachingsand ideas
of these spiritsamong the people of God; and the same spiritsthat seduced them are present with them when they
teach, in order to seduce the minds of those who are listening.

Didyou ever talk to somebody and you knew the anointing of God was on those words, and you could seethey
had areal affect on the person you weretalking to? Did you ever witnessto anyone and you knew the words
coming out of your mouth were not your own words but were the words of the Holy Spirit? Well, those who are
deceived by seducing spirits do exactly the same thing. They spesk wordsthat are not their own. Also, they have
an anointing on them. They have real, supernatural power.

When someoneiswaking under theinfluence of seducing spirits, they are doing the samething for Satan through

the power of those spiritsthat you and | do for God when we spesk under the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Many
preachers, and Bibleteachers, and writers, and bloggers, and regular folkslike you and me—both inside and
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outs de the system—are moving and speaking under an anointing that isnot God’ sanointing. When they stand
behind a pulpit or get behind amic, they are not the oneswho are talking. Rather, seducing spirits are speaking
through them and when they speak, supernatural powers are being unleashed over the audience.

Whether seducing spiritstry to talk to usdirectly, or whether they are talking to us through the voices of other
people, thefactis, THEY arethe oneswho aretalking! THEY are the oneswho deceiving Chrigtians right now.
It'sSTHEY who are drawing multitudesaway fromthefaith. THEY arethe cause of the apostasy we are now
witnessing. The peopl e (flesh and blood) they are speaking and manifesting themseal vesthrough are nothing but
puppets. Without the power of these spiritsbehind them, they would be nobody’ s. It’ sthe power of these spirits
that makes them what they are and draws people to them. So whenever you read about false prophets and
teachers, remember you are not degling with flesh and blood. Y ou are dedling with invisible spiritua powersthat
have deceived them and are using them to deceive multitudes of others. Thisiswhy John said:

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh
is of God:

[. John 4:1-2

Why is John talking about spirits when warning against “fal se prophets’ ? Why, when talking about judging
whether aprophet istrue or false, doeshe say “try the spirits’?Why didn't hesay: “try the doctring’ of thosewho
claim to be prophets? Why did he say “believe not every spirit” instead of “believe not every doctring”? Could
it be that John wastrying to let usknow that we re not smply dealing with flesh and blood? Isit possible hewas
gpeaking of thingsasthey really arein the spirit world? It’ s not flesh and blood who istalking when afalse
prophet speaks. It’ s the spirit that person walks under who is talking.

Contrary to what most of us assume or have been taught, doctrinal error isnot harmless because in many cases
the doctrines we are being taught are not just human opinions. They are the “doctrines of demons’. These
doctrineswere not conceived in the mind of man. They were conceived in the minds of supernatural creatures
and planted (or inserted) into the minds of man. Since many of these doctrines have come from the minds of
supernatural creatures, they contain supernatural power.

Thosewho think doctrineisn’t important, and who remain confident that God will lead them to glory regardiess
of what they believe, arenot moving in faith: they areliving in unredity. Theway God leads usto glory isby giving
usHis Spirit—the Spirit of Truth—in order to exposeand deliver usfrom everything (including fal se doctrines)
which keep us from attaining that glory. This operation is the faithfulness of God.

Many Christianstoday are making the same mistake |srael made. Most of the peopleof Isragl paid no attention
to the instruction or teaching of Moses and the prophets, whose ministry were but atype and shadow of the
ministry of theHoly Spirit under the New Covenant. Doctrine, obedience, faithful ness; they cast al thesethings
behind their backs. Y et they continued to assume God would fulfill the promises He made to them anyway. The
supremeaccomplishment of the Old Testament Church wasto tie God’ shands and makeit impossiblefor Him
to give them what He had prepared for them. Thisiswhy King David said they: "...limited the Holy One of
Israel" (Ps. 78:41).
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But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to
one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge
by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of
healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues,
to another the interpretation of tongues:

I. Corinthians 12:7-10

One of thethings| find interesting is that many of the same Pentecostal people who believe and preach the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, have atendency toignore oneof those giftsin particular. They don't ever teach God' s
people about the gift of “discerning of spirits’. Of course, the reason for thisis obvious. Many of these
Pentecodtds, likeal Fundamentaist’s, deny the possibility of unclean spiritsmoving or speaking through genuine
believers. If you redlize demons can move through you and speak through you, then your wak will bedifferent
than the vast mgjority of today’s Christians.

Please noticethat Paul said the giftslisted in First Corinthians 12—including the discerning of spirits—arefor the
edification of the church. He said: “But the manifestation of the Spirit isgiven to every manto profit withal”
(ws7). Thegift of discerning of spiritsisfor the edification of local believers. It hasnothing to do with exposing
unclean spiritsin the unsaved. God givesthis particular gift to usso we can identify wrong spiritsthat beginto
move in the brethren—especialy during agathering where people are free to move in the spirit and do things
like prophesy, work miracles, produce hedlings, give messagesin tongues, and bring forth words of wisdom and
revelation knowledge.

In Paul’ sday, when thelocal body cametogether, it was nothing like we understand a* church” serviceto be
inour day. There were no “pastors’ as we know them. There was no clergy/laity system, no platforms or
podiums. Therewas no set order or program. Nobody came week after week to listen to one man. When the
brethren cametogether, everyone—including the s stersl—werefreeto not only participate and share, but dso
to move supernaturally in the gifts of the Spirit. Therefore, it wasimperativethat someonein that gathering had
the gift of the discerning of spiritsto safe-guard the rest of the brethren in that kind of atmosphere.

Theignorance of God' s people, even His Pentecostal peopl e, regarding the workingsof the supernatural realm
isincredible. Wherever you find people who are open to the moving of the Spirit in ared, supernaturd way, you
will also find Satanismoving thereaswell. Indeed, one of theeasiest placesfor Satan and these unclean spirits
to actudly manifest themselves as* angels of light” isinalocal gathering, or in ahome where the saints are open
to supernatural experiencesand are used to partaking of them. It’ sthesekinds of placesand situationswherewe
must be on guard the most because Satan tries to imitate the moving of the Spirit.

Most Chrigtiansreally have no ideahow easy it isto yield to the wrong spirit in the setting of aloca assembly.
I’ ve been in gatherings where a person prophesied under awrong spirit and nobody in that fellowship had any
ideawhat was going on. Nobody! They just sat there and said Amen! like abunch of idiots! Do you know why
thiskind of thing happens?It’ sbecause most Christiansdon’t believe demons can move through them or speak
through them, especidly in achurch service. So ardigious demon made utter fools of those people. Do you know
these piritstake great ddight in doing stuff like that? Do you know they love making fools of us? They comeright
into our fellowships and they sing about Jesus, and they pray and prophesy, and they stand behind the pul pit and
preach error after error because it shows just what kind of ignorant fools we are!
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I"ll tell you alittle story about awonderful sster | knew persondly, who ended upinthe ddiverance ministry after
being ddlivered herself of many, many demons. She was a Baptist and she had accepted Jesus as her Savior as
alittlegirl. Through aseries of eventsthat | won't go into here, she ended up basicaly possessed and in amentd
ingtitution. Through another set of circumstances, aman who had just received the baptism of the Holy Spirit and
was being led into deliverance himsalf, was introduced to her and was asked if he could help her. He did. The
short story isthat she was set free from all those spirits and became a powerful minister.

Sheremained under the covering of the man God used to deliver her. After the peoplein that church prayed for
her to befilled with the Holy Spirit, she began to prophesy in the meetings (in that church the women werefree
to share and prophesy). After about ayear of prophesying, the man who was used to deliver her and the elders
of that church called her into ameeting and they showed her alist of al the prophesies she had given over that
past year. They weredividedinto two columns. One column contained the prophesiesthat were coming from the
Holy Spirit. The other column contained the prophesies that were coming from another spirit. She said was
crushed; but she said she dso knew in her heart that she would be making amgjor decison that would affect her
life for yearsto come.

She could haveyielded to the pride and the saif pity that waswelling up inside of her, or she could haveyielded
to the Spirit of God as He moved through those men who loved her enough to try and hel p here recogni ze the
way that other spirit was moving through her. She submitted to their counsel and after that, she began to recognize
hersalf when that other spirit wastrying to prophesy through her. It wasat that point that the Lord began to use
her to help deliver other people who were in serious bondage to demons.

| don’t share these kinds of experiences very often because | have no intention of casting my pearls before swine
(blind & deluded Chrigtians). But I’ m sharing thiswith you tonight in order to highlight thefact that unclean spirits
can move through usin any situation, even when we are seeking to move in the Spirit and worship Godina
church service. Thisisone reason God gives people the gift of the discerning of spirits. This gift isfor the
edification of the body. It' s given to help us recognize when another spirit is beginning to move through us as
wemovein the ream of the supernatural. Mogt of today’ s Christians are smply too proud and/or too afraid to
embracethiskind of gift becausethey aretoo proud and/or too afraid to acknowledge theredlity that unclean
spirits could ever move through THEM or speak through THEM!

Another avenue these spirits use with regards to people are people we don’t even know. I’ll give you one
illustration that should makethispoint clear. A brother who worked for afeed mill, and who was asking the Lord
to show him the truth regarding these spirits and what they are capable of doing, had an experience that really
opened hiseyestotheredlity of how they canwork, even through peoplewe don’t know. Hereishistestimony,
as he himself recounted it:

“How can the enemy use thoughts against you, after God has told you to do something and you
have decided to do it? Since the following incident happened, | have seen the enemy work
repeatedly in situations where God has told someone to do something only to have circum-
stances change to keep that person from obeying.

I'll let this experience speak for itself. It was revealed to a friend and my wife that we were to go
to Oklahoma. Since the Lord had not indicated the purpose, | had very little interest in going
because | was very carnal-minded at that time. Well, time passed and finally my wife and friend
convinced me to go. We made plans and | arranged to be gone from work.
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Then the Lord revealed to me in the night that the enemy would try to stop me from going. He also
revealed that this would occur at my place of work. As | recall the events of that week, before our
departure, | had no idea how the enemy would attempt to stop me. | was, as you could
understand, more alert and even wondered if something were going to fall on me. | didn't know
what to expect. | was operating a feed mill at a grain elevator and there were many things that
could happen in one of those places. | had to deal with many people and a variety of situations.

The week started normally, but about half way through it we started getting an unusually large,
I should say overwhelming, number of orders. This sparked a concern by the manager since | was
planning to leave. If he hadn't known the Lord had told us to go, he would have told me | couldn't
go. | wound up in his office to talk about it as it was apparent that we were overloaded. That kind
of lets you know the picture of the situation.

On top of that, about a day before it was time to leave, the person who was to replace me came
and said that | couldn't go because we were too busy and he wouldn't be able to handle it. My jaw
must have nearly fallen to the floor. | couldn't believe my ears. You see, this young man was a
workaholic. He would go home from work and farm until two or three in the morning, day in and
day out. He loved any work that was a challenge. (To tell you of his capabilities, soon after this
incident, at a very young age, he started managing a branch elevator and feed mill.) Normally, he'd
tell you he could handle anything and was the type that would tackle anything! This was
completely out of character for him!

I reminded him of the time he was going to Wyoming and was worried about being away, leaving
me with more responsibility. | had told him not to worry about the place because | would make
sure everything was done,’l could handle it.” As | was reminding him of this, He suddenly got this
funny look on his face and told me to go ahead, ‘He could handle it.” Then he turned around and
walked away. | was left standing there thinking, ‘That was really strange; what in the world is
going on!’

The orders kept coming in, so | decided to stay after hours and work a little harder, still
wondering how the enemy would try to stop me. Then it came out! | never will forget it. While
| was talking with a farmer as | loaded his pickup, he said to me, ‘I really don't need this feed.’
| said, What do you mean, you don't need this feed?’ He indicated to me that he had enough feed
to last way into the next month. He had just decided (entertained the idea) to get some more
feed now because he wasn't sure what was going to happen next month. It was then that |
realized the enemy or spirits were putting thoughts into people's minds, which was causing
the overload on me and the mill.

Remembering where the Bible says Eve was beguiled in her mind, | began to understand the ‘out
of character’ performance, and the funny look of the young man who was to replace me while |
was gone. | asked the very next customer if she was getting her feed a little early? She said,
‘Yes.” | didn't pursue the subject any further with her. There was no reason to. With this feed mill
incident, God was showing me how simply, in every day life, a spirit and/or the enemy can give
simple thoughts to people to come against God's plan.”

Of course, Christians who are blind to the reality and the work of unclean spirits would think thiskind of a
testimony isbizarre. They would say thisguy’ sjust a Charismaniac who sees demons under every rock and
blames demonsfor everything that goeswrong in hislife. They would say: “Come on Daniel! Doyou really
expect us to believe that every time someone’'s business picks up unexpectedly, demons are behind it?
That' s the way things go in the business world! Businesses slow down and businesses pick up” My answer
isNo, | don’'t think every time abusiness picks up, demons are behind it. But when something out of the ordinary
happens in the business world that ends up keeping a Christian from doing God’ s will—then Yes, it'svery

possible demons are involved in that situation and only afool would discount such a possibility!
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I’'m sorry if peopledon’t likeit that | keep saying many of today’ s Christiansarefoolsbut it’ sthe truth. I’ m not
saying that because | hate them. The errorsthey are taught makes them fools. Eveniif | could convince them that
thisguy’ stestimony istrue, and that spirits can work through people we don’t even know like that in order to
keep usfrom doing God' swill, they still wouldn't get it because in the back of their minds they’ re thinking God
will aways protect them and override the wiles of the devil. They think that because God loves them, because
God isfaithful, because they have been saved by grace, and because God is sovereign, Satan’ sdeviseswon't
ever work on them. Theliesthey are taught puts them in astate of spiritual unreality and asaresult, they walk
in pride and presumption regarding the demonic kingdom.

Another important avenue these spirits use with regards to people are those who are and integral part of our
lives—family members, closefriendsand fellow believers. Thisisthe most unpleasant aspect of thiswholeissue.
Weall know that apart from any spiritual considerations, it’ svery easy to come under theinfluence of someone
inabad way inthe natura. Every parent knows which kidsin the neighborhood are bad for their children to play
with and which onesare okay for them to play with. When Johnny playswith thewrong kind of kids, he comes
home manifesting things you don’t want to seein him.

Paul said: “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners’ (1. Cor. 15:33). The writer of
Proverbs said: “He that walketh with wise men shall bewise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed”
(Prov13:20). Eveninthe natura realm, we are easily influenced by the people we keep company with sowe are
admonished not to hang around peoplewho are evil, or peoplewho arefoals. Well, how much more do you think
thisis the case when dealing with unclean spirits?

Most of uslivein ardigiousworld that isso far removed from thetruth, it would be comicd if it wasn't sotragic.
Peoplewak around convinced that God is protecting them from thewilesand the devices of Satanwheninredity
He snot. They are decelved and they have given Satan many “places’ inther livesbecause they refuseto do thelr
part. They refuse to face the truth and do the things the Lord requires of them in order to walk under His
protection. They presume Satan can't touch them when the truthis, he has done much more than touch them. He
has found many places in them to move and operates.

When it comesto relaionships, it’ svery easy to come under the influence of the people around us. And what do
you suppose happens when you come under the influence of a person who iswalking under the influence of
unclean spirits? Y ou come under the influence of those same spirits. So God hasto teach us how to walk with
people who are close to us, when they are walking under the influence of these spirits.

If you ever spent any time flowing with our little group herein Pennsylvania, you would hear us talking about
“coming under” this or that spirit. What we are talking about is coming under the influence of different
Spirits—either directly or through other peoplewho are waking under them. Y ou see, Satan istrying to bring us
under hisinfluence 24/7, any way he can. Many timeshismost successful avenueisthe people around us because
he knowswe are not willing to have our relationships disrupted or ruined. He knowswhen we arein aplace
spiritualy where we would rather compromise and do thingswe know aren’t of God in order to keep peace with
the ones we love; and he knows exactly how to use that kind of situation against us.

So before we close tonight, | want to quickly mention some of the ways we can come under other people,
particularly other believers. We can easily come under thewrong spiritsother believerswalk under whenwedo
certain religious activitieswith them that congtitute having spiritual union with them. Spiritua union takes place
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between people when they lay hands on one another or pray for one another. Just praying together with someone
about something can bring you under awrong spirit they arewalking in. Taking communion together isaform of
spiritua union. Worshiping together isaform of spiritual union. Studying the Bible with someoneisaform of
gpiritual union. Even having diner with someone can be afrom of spiritual union if you are having spiritual
fellowship during that meal. Now, having spiritual unionwith other believerscan beagood thingif they are not
walking under the influence of other spirits. But it'sa bad thing when they are walking under the influence of
unclean spirits because that opens you up to those same spirits.

Thisiswhy lot’ sof interaction with other Christians can actualy be harmful to youinstead of helpful. Thisiswhy
| rgject thewhole* can’ t-we-all-just-get-along” attitudethat pervades Christendom. No! Wecan't all just get
along becausein order to do that, I'll have to open mysalf up to al the crazy spiritsyou walk under. In order to
get dong, I [l haveto pray with you and enter into spiritual union with all the spiritsyou walk under. In order to
get along, I'll have to listen to your religious teachings—teachings that are coming from seducing spirits.

Theattitudethat saysweshouldn’tlet our petty individua opinions, or non-essentia doctrind differences, separate
usfrom one another isaclever deception that’ s designed to bring you under the influence of many spiritsthat are
operatingintoday’ s Christians. Y ou know how it goes. One day you realizethat your best friend hasrecently
accepted avery strange doctrine and is pushing in on everyone. Y ou tell your friend you disagree with thisnew
teaching and you give your reasonswhy. Then your friends says. “ That' s okay. It'sno big deal. It’s nothing
to separate over and besides, we agree on so many other important issues’.

But what if that strange new doctrine came from aseducing spirit? And what if believing and propagating that
doctrine opened your friend up to that spiritin aredly big way?What if you seethat spirit gaining more and more
control over your friend?Isit abig deal or not? Isit something to separate over or not? In asituation like that,
if you* agreeto disagree’” and stay infellowship with your friend, you are opening yourself up to the same spirit
that seduced them. Inafew weeks, both of you will be waking under the influence of that spirit. Many timesthe
pleato agree to disagree and maintain fellowship with someone is a devise of Satan.

And | looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their
foreheads. And | heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as
the voice of a great thunder: and | heard the voice of harpers harping with their
harps. And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the
four beasts, and the elders. and no man could learn that song but the hundred
and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. These are
they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from
among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth
was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.
Revelation 14:1-5

We velooked at this passage severd timesand from severd different angles over the last year but | want to look
a it again from the stlandpoint of walking free from any influence of unclean spirits. When John said thisgroup of
santsare“virgins’ who had not been “ defiled withwomen”, hewas't spesking literdly and carndly. Hewasn't
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saying these people will be male virgins who have never touched awoman. The term “women” is being used
metaphorically. It may represent Babylon (the great Harlot and al her harlot daughters)—which includes not only
the big denominationd systems, but also the small ones people set up out here. It could be areferenceto theflesh
or it could be representing something else. Whatever the term women represents, the idea John wastrying to get
acrossis clear—thisgroup will be utterly faithful to the Lamb. They will refuse to have spiritual unionwith
anything or anyone that can defile them or make them unfit to walk with the Lamb on Mt. Zion.

Brethren, thereisaheavy priceto pay if you want to be to be one of those 144,000. Waking with the Lambin
the high places, on spiritual Mt. Zion, isn't part of the package dedl of Chritianity. Y ou don't get to walk on Mt.
Zion with the Lamb simply by accepting Jesus asyour Savior. Y ou don’t get to walk on Mt. Zion just because
you have been judtified and received the imputed righteousness of Jesus. Y ou don’t get to walk on Mt. Zion just
because you have atended afelowship of somekind or havefaithfully read your Bible your wholelife. Walking
on Mt. Zionwiththe Lamb isareward for those who have been fanatical about remaining pure—and we can’t
possibly remain pureif we are walking under the influence of unclean spirits every day.

If we want to be one of those 144,000, we' |l haveto ignore the demand to keep having spiritud union with other
Christiansregardless of what spiritsthey walk under. We' Il havetoignorethe Pied Piper when he startssinging
“Can’t We All Just Get Along?” We' Il haveto be able to see through this very subtle deception that saysthat
sncewe redl on the same path but just at different places, it' snot right to isolate oursel ves from other people
who are on that same path, just because they aren’t at the same place we are. People who talk that kind of
gibberish are deluded. I’ ve got news for you—we renot al on the same path. Many of my brethren have been
deceived and they are on acompletely different path than the one I’ m on! We' Il al'so haveto get to the place
whereit no longer bothers uswhen people say we are Phariseesand a“ holier-than-thou” types because we refuse
to enter into spiritual union with anyone and everyone who calls themselves a Christian.

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without
blemish.

Ephesians 5:25-27

When Paul said Jesusis coming back for aChurchthat isholy, without blemish, without spot or wrinkle or any
such thing, hewasn't just talking about peoplewho will bewalking freefrom sin and worldlinessand the flesh.
Hewasa o talking about peoplewho will bewalking freefrom theinfluence of al unclean spirits. Sinceit’ svery
easy to come under the influence of these spirits through interaction with other people who are themselves under
their influence, we should be asking the Lord to show us how to walk carefully with others.

To Be Continued Next Week
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