THE DANGER OF UNCLEAN SPIRITS
PART THREE

I”’m going to continue with this series on the danger of unclean spiritstonight. But before| begin, let mesharea
few thoughtsin relation to thiswhole subject that | fed areimportant for usto understand. First of dl, Chrigtianity
isnot areligion, muchlessareligionthat’ sdesigned to produce happiness. Theideathat happinessinthislifeis
what beingaChristianisal about isaperversion of thegospd . Chrigtianity, inthislife, isatraining ground and
awar. If wefail to orient ourselvesto thisreality, we will missthe primary purpose of redemption because
salvationisn’t about being saved fromHell. It sabout becoming anew creationinthislife—acreationwhichis
radically, radically different from the one we were before we were born again.

We must become anew creature now, in every areaof our lives, except the body. The body will not becomea
new creature until theresurrection. Our spiritsbecame anew creation the moment we were regenerated. Our
bodieswill become anew creation at the resurrection. Theissue right now is the soul. Our souls must become
anew creation today (not after we die) because our future rewards and destiny in God' s kingdom—including
what kind of body we get—will bein direct proportion to how much of anew creature we have become.

One of the greatest deceptions the Church has ever embraced isthe ideathat believing in Jesus guarantees we
will become everything God has ordained us to become, and that we will receive all the rewards God has
ordained usto receive. Such anotionisamonumental lie, straight out of the pit of Hell. It sone of Satan’ smost
successful devices, which he usesto keep God' s people from reaching the goal of redemption. The Scripture
teachesvery clearly that we haveto overcomeall the resistance weface from our own sin nature, and aso, from
the demonic kingdom, in order to actudly become everything we were destined to become and gain the rewards
we were destined to receive.

Thisiswhy, when God calls usto salvation, He snot calling usto alife of self-fulfillment and happiness. He's
actually drafting usinto Hisarmy. He' s calling usto be asoldier. He s calling us to learn how to resist and
overcome sin, salf, Satan and theworld. Satan and his unclean spiritsin particular, will do everything they canto
stop usfrom attaining our destiny. Thisiswhy the apostle Paul said: “For though wewalk in the flesh, we do
not war after the flesh” (1. Cor. 10:3). Thisiswhy he talked about soldiers and warfare:

Thischarge | commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which
went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;
[. Timothy 1:18

Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that
warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him
who hath chosen himto be a soldier.

[1. Timothy 2:3-4

Whether welikeit or not, wearein aspiritua war that isevery bit asred asany literd war. Wearein awar, not
only againgt our own sin and the entanglements of thisworld, but againgt invisble beingswho are very powerful,
who hatesuswith asupernatural hatred, who are determined to destroy us and who plot our destruction day and
night. If thisisn’t areality to you, then ask God to make it aredlity.
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Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, asaroaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing
that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

|. Peter 5:8-9

The apostle Peter warned usto watch and be sober because“ your adversary” isgoing to and fro, seeking whom
hemay devour. Thefirst thing we need to redlizeisthat Satan isn’t some intangible force that roamsthe earth,
influencing the unsaved. He syour adversary. He s pecificdly after you. Heisseeking to not only keep you from
becoming anew creature today—uwhich will keep you from attaining the rewards and reaching the destiny God
has for youtomorrow—nhe is actively seeking your complete and total destruction.

One of the reasons peopl e get so confused when they hear thiskind of teaching is because there are passagesin
the Scripturewhich seem toimply the Christian life should be ajoyful and pleasant walk with God. Fal seteachers
have extracted and separated these passages from the rest of the New Testament and in so doing, they have
created a“happy” religionwhereeverything islove and joy, where God does everything for us, where God fulfills
all of our desires, where God protects us from any possible harm, etc. But the reason those kinds of verses are
intheBibleisbecausethe Bibleis't written just for spiritually mature believers. The Bibleiswritten for believers
of all spiritual ages. It contains “milk” for baby Christians and “meat” for mature Christians.

Both Peter and Paul, as well asthe writer of the book of Hebrews, talked about spiritual babies and their need
for milk. Paul said the Corinthianswerecarnal believers, not spiritual believers. He said they were il “babes
in Chrigt” and he had to feed them “with milk and not with meet” becausethey couldn’t handle mest (1. Cor.3:1-2).
Peter said “newborn babes’ areto “desire the sncere milk of theword” so they will grow spiritudly (1. Pet. 2:1-2).
Thewriter of Hebrews said the Christians he was writing to had * become such as have need of milk, and not of
strong meat” . Hedso said “ every onethat useth milk isunskilful inthe word of righteousness: for heisababe.
But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age” (Heb. 5:12-14).

| write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's
sake. | write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the
beginning. | write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked
one. | write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father. | have
written unto you, fathers, because ye have known himthat is from the beginning.
| have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and_the word of God
abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.

|. John 2:12-14

The apostle John talked about spiritual children, young men and fathers. The Bible makesit clear there are
different spiritual ages. Just asinanaturd family, there arebabies, children, young men and fathers, soitisinthe
family of God. When we are born again, we aren't born spiritua adults any more than anatural baby isborna
natura adult. Weareborn spiritual babies—and just asnatural babiesmust befed milk, so spiritual babiesmust
befed the milk of the Word. Wedon't try to feed mest to natural babiesand in like manner, we shouldn’t try to
feed spiritud meat to spiritua babies. God isaFather, and being aFather, He knew exactly what Hewas doing
when He inspired the writers of the Scripture to write what they did because the Bible contains both milk and
meat. It contains food for Christians of all spiritual ages.
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Themilk of the Word teaches us about God’ slove and faithfulness. It teaches us about the many blessings of
Chrigtianity, including divine healing. It teaches us about walking by faith. It teaches us about thelove of the
brethren, about spiritua fellowship, and about the gifts of the Spirit. Themeat of the Bible deals with issues of
adult spiritual life. Meat hasto do with coming to the place where we willingly do only the things the Father
instructs usto do and say only those things the Father instructsusto say. Jesus said: “My meat isto do the will
of him that sent me, and to finish his work” (Jn. 4:34). Finishing the work God has ordained for us is
meat—and meat isfor spiritua adults. Meat also hasto do with learning how to defeat our enemies. We come
tothe placewherewearewilling to battle anything that’ shindering usfrom attai ning the destiny God has prepared
for us. Meat has to do with strict and full obedience to God, and aso, with spiritual warfare.

By theway, did you notice the attributes John associated with spiritual young men?Y oung men are srong inthe
spirit, they have the word of God abiding in them, and they have overcome the enemy. So not only arethere
different ages in the spirit, there’ s a certain age group that is associated with defeating the enemy.

When we are spiritua babies, God dedls with us differently than He does when we become spiritual children.
Whenweare piritud children, God deal swith usdifferently than He doeswhen we become spiritua young men.
Whenweare spiritud young men, God dedlswith us differently than He doeswhen we become spiritud fathers.
One of the areasthat changes aswe grow isthe level of protection we receive from battle. Just likein anatural
family, thefather isresponsibleto protect his new-born infant, so God protects His new-born children. Heis
never totally responsible for our protection because even spiritua babies haveto do their part. However, their
part isvery smdl. The point is, the degree of responsibility God carriesfor our protection changes as we grow
from a baby to a child, from a child to a young man, and from a young man to afather.

In other words, when we are babies, God fights all our battlesfor us. When the enemy attacks us, theLord is
ingtantly thereto run interference and protect us. Most of thetimewe don’t even redlize an attack hastaken place.
But God' sgoal for usisthat we eventudly learn how to fight the enemy and overcome him ourselves. When we
are babiesthisisn't possible. However, the more we grow, the more God alows usto begin fighting our own
battles. When | say fight “ our own” battles, I’ m not talking about fighting them in our own strength. I’ mtalking
about us engaging in that battle, as opposed to having God do dl thefighting for us. We will dwaysneed God's
wisdom and power to win. Wewill never be ableto win by our own strength done. But when we are babies, we
don’'t even realize there’'sawar going on because God is doing all the fighting for us.

Aswe grow spiritudly, we notice that when trouble starts, God doesn’t dways show up ingtantly, like He did
before. Asamater of fact, He beginsto gently lead usinto the realm of warfare, whether itswarfare against our
own flesh or warfare against the demonic kingdom. At first, Heonly leadsusinto small battlesin order to build
our faithand our spiritua stamina. Slowly, He beginsto open our understanding regarding theforcesweare up
againgt. By the time we become young men in the spirit, we are ready to carry the full weight of the battle, and
more importantly, we are prepared to win. Also, we are ready to help others understand this war.

The problem with today’ s Chrigtiansisthat the vast mgority of today’ sreligious |leadersthink theway God dedls
with usasbabies, isthe way He should (and will) always ded with us. They don't redlize that our relationship with
God changes as we grow and the demands upon us become greater. So they encourage believersto keep
relaingto God asspiritual babiesor children their wholelives. Thisisoneof the reasons so many Christiansnever
grow up. After 40 or 50 yearsof attending church services, they are still babies or little children in the spirit.
Rdigiousleadersdon’t teach the peoplewhat it meansto grow up inthe spirit because they themsel veshave never
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grown up inthe spirit! How can they teach others something they know nothing about? Thus, the Stuationin the
Religious Systemisonewhere spiritual babiesor children who have never grown up, continueto produce more
and more spiritual babies who will never grow up.

Thisisoneof thereasonsmost Chrigtiansflip out when you try to tel them thereisawar going on and they must
joininthe battleif they want to gain the inheritance God has prepared for them. That’ s not the kind of redlity
spiritua babiesand children understand! All they understand iswhat they’ ve been taught, and what they have
experienced with God, which isthe kind of relationship ababy or alittle child experiences. God doesn't place
alot of spiritua responsibility on babies and young children. He doesn’t make babies and children go towar. He
treats them just like babies and children need to be treated.

Sincethisistheonly kind of treatment most Christians have ever experienced from God, and sincethey assume
thisistheway it should dways be, when you start talking to them about the issues of adult spiritua lifethey go
banana s. They smply go banana d They start accusing you of teaching fasedoctrine. They say you don’t believe
inthe sovereignty of God. They say you don’t believein thefinished work of the Cross. They say you'retrying
to be saved by worksinstead of “by grace’. They say you' re exalting Satan’ s power above God' s power, and
all kinds of stupid things. Well, my answer to dl that nonsenseisthis: “Excuse me! It'stime to grow up now!
Please read First Peter 5:8-9 because it shows that many of your sacred-cow doctrines are lies!”

Thefirst doctrine it exposes as alie isthe idea that since Jesus defeated Satan at Calvary, we don’t have to
actualy defeat him ourselves. If that were true, Peter would never have said what hedid! Y ou don’'t havebeon
guard againgt an enemy who has dready been defeated for you. Y ou don't haveto “resst sedfast” an enemy that
isno longer any threat to you.

The second doctrine it exposesistheideathat God isthe one who istotaly responsible to protect us and keep
us spiritualy safe. If that were the case, then we would not have to watch, we would not have to be sober, and
we would not have to resist this creature who is seeking to devour us—God would do all that for us.

Thethird doctrineit exposes asalieisthewhole Eterna Security delusion. If Christianswere eternally secure,
then there would be no need to warn them against being “ devoured” by Satan because it wouldn’t be possible
for usto be devoured by Satan. Theterm devour meansto completdly destroy something—sowe retaking about
the possibility of aChristian being totally destroyed by Satan. If Peter didn’t think such athing waspossible, he
would have never given that kind of awarning to us.

Thefourth doctrine it exposesasalieistheideathat “the flesh” isour only real enemy. I've said thisbefore and
I’ll say it again: Thefleshiscertainly an enemy. Wearetold in the New Testament to not live after theflesh, or
walk according to the flesh, or walk in the flesh, or mind the things of the flesh, because if we do, we will die
spiritualy. We are dso told to deny our flesh, make no provision for our flesh, and put it to death for the same
reason: “For if you live after the flesh you shall die”, said Paul (Rom. 8:13).

However, thefact is, when it comesto specifically naming the enemy of God' s people, it's not the flesh that’s
named. In Scripture, Satan isthe onewho is specificaly referred to asthe enemy of the believer. Thereason for
thisistwofold. First of al, Satanisour original enemy; therefore heisour greatest enemy. Second, the flesh,
though it can be deadly, isnot aliving creature. It’s not a personal entity that has supernatural power and
intelligence and lays plans for our destruction.
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But Satan and hisdemonsare all these things. They areliving creatureswho possess not only intelligence, but
supernaturd intelligenceand power. They are persons—invisible, angelic, personswho plan our destruction. The
fleshissmply our fallen human nature. It' saninanimatetool theseinvisble beingsuse againgt us. Y es, theflesh
isour enemy. But Satan is also our enemy and he’ s much more dangerous than our flesh.

Most of uscan’t really fathom the kind of hatred this creature hasfor us. His primary goa isto make you as
miserable as he can, for no particular reason, other than the fact that you are human being and you have the
potential to becomeachild of God. He seeksto destroy usany way he can—mentaly, emotiondly, financialy,
physicaly, and especidly spiritualy becausewhen he destroys someone spiritualy, he destroysthem eternally.
Heisthe ultimate opportunist. He' |l take whatever he can get. If he can't totally destroy you, he'll settle for
partialy destroying you. If hecan’t do that, he'll settlefor causing youto missyour destiny. If hecan't accomplish
eventhat, then he'll settlefor just making you as miserable aspossibleinthislife. Hewill do anything he canto
hurt us as much as he can because he loves to make the lives of human beings miserable.

And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto himall sick people
that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were
possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the
palsy; and he healed them.

Matthew 4:24

Theignorancethat surrounds the subject of Satan and unclean spiritsis mind-boggling. But thisignoranceisnot
theresult of alack of information in the Scripture. The Bibletells us much about Satan, about hiskingdom and
how it operates, and about what he can do to human beings. So the ignorance people walk inis self-induced and
deliberate. They don’t want to know thetruth. After defeating Satan in the wilderness, Jesus spent the next 3%2
yearsddivering God' s peoplefrom hispower. It wasthe greatest “ dliverance ministry” theworld had ever seen,
or ever has seen.

Please notice what the Scripture says these unclean spirits are capable of doing to people—and remember, these
were God's covenant people. Spiritsare not only responsiblefor dl kinds of physical illnesses (diverse diseases,
thepasy), they ared so the cause of variousemotional problems (torments) and mental problems (lunatic). The
Lord reveded that unclean spirits are the root cause of many physical, emotiona and menta problems people
face. He pulled back the vell that separatesthe realm of the flesh and spirit and showed usthe truth. But most
of today’ s Christians have missed that truth and they continueto view al of mankind’ sproblemsas mere“human
conditions’” which can be managed through various medi cations, psychol ogica counsding, 12-step programsand
so on. They continue to blame everything on the flesh.

Obvioudy, many of those people had unclean spiritsdwellinginsde of them because Jesus had to cast them ouit.
Thespiritsweredwellingingdethe r bodies, andinsdetheir mindsand emotions. However, tonight I’ m not going
to betalking about unclean spiritsindwelling us. | know peopleareinterested in that kind of thing, but what |
want to focus ontonight islearning how to stop these spiritsbefore they becomeastronghold in our livesand end
up inddeof us. As| have said before, unclean spirits are dangerous even from the outside. Y ou don’t need to be
“demon possessed’ or “haveademon” indwelling you before they can deceive you and ruin your life. The best
medicineis preventative medicine. The best medicineisto learn how to recognize when thefirst beginto move
and defeat them at that point, so they don’t have a chance to get inside.
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There are five mgjor avenues Satan and these unclean spirits use to entangle themsalvesin our lives. Thefirst
avenueisthe mind. They can plant thoughts or ideasin our minds, and they can do it in such away that we think
those thoughts or ideas are coming from ourselves.

The second avenue arethe desires (good or evil) that already residein us. They have the ability to stir up bad
desiresand inflame them to the point wherewe can’t stop thinking about them and we are driven to fulfil them.
But their work inthisareaisnot restricted to just stirring up evil desressowewill “sin”. They aredso very silled
at using good desiresto hinder us. They know how to timetheir attacksjust right, using good desiresto lead us
off in adirection that causes us to miss something God has for us.

Thethird avenue they useis people—all kinds of people. People you know; people you don't know; people you
work with; peopleyou livewith; peopleyou fellowship and worship with. Everything they are capable of doing
inyour life, they are capable of doing in thelives of other people. So the more people you know and areinvolved
with, the more chances these spirits have to attack you.

Thefourth avenuethey useiscircumstances. They are magtersat arranging circumstancesto tempt us, or interfere
withthingswe aredoingintheLord (or are planning to do). They can a so use any number of thingsto frustrate
our livesin general to make us miserable.

Thefifth avenuethey useisthe sdf-life. That’ swhy “deathto self” issuch animportant message. Theonly reason
| don’t talk about thismoreisbecauseit’ s continualy over-emphasized and presented asasiver bullet for al our
problems by many ministers outside the Religious System. But thefact is, wermust “diedaily” if wewant towalk
invictory. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they becamelike Satan intheir character and their personalities,
with respect to salf will and sdlfishness because they wereinfected with the same self-centered nature he has. The
fact is, the nature of Satan and the nature of man are identical in these areas.

Wereally needto let thistruth sink down into our hearts because the person who livesto please himself isdoing
exactly what Satanisdoing. Sdlfishnessbelongsto Satan. It samanifestationsof hisnature—no lessthan murder,
rape, fornication, alcoholism, drug-addiction and so on. A Chrigtian can livefor sdlf just aseasily asapagan can
livefor sdf. Indeed, it isvery easy to be asdfish Chrigtian. Just look around you! Theworld isfull of them. Sdlf
will isthe sameway. When we do our own will, we areliving just like Satan lives. SAf will isamanifestation of
Satan’ s nature because that’ s were it originally came from.

Chrigtiansdon’t understand how easy itisfor Satan to become entwined intheir lives. He doesn’t haveto possess
usor indwell us. He doesn’'t even haveto get usto “sin”. All he hasto do is encourage us to stop focusing our
liveson God and start focusing them on ourselves. That aloneis enough to make us usalessto God' skingdom.
The most worthless Christian on the planet isthe onewho is selfish and livesaself -willed life. Focusing on
ourselves or living for ourselvesis enough to cause us to miss the destiny God has prepared for us.

Let'slook at thefirst avenue these spirits use. The Bible revea s that Satan has an incredible amount of access
to the whole panorama of mankind’ s mental experience. Persondly, | don't believe he can read our minds, but
that’ s probably about the only thing he can’t do. He can plant thoughtsin the minds of people; he can steal
thoughts from the minds (and hearts) of people; he can know whether or not people under stand something
they’ ve heard; and he can blind the minds of peopleto thetruth. That’ sapretty impressivelist of things he can
do to with regards to your mind.
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Peopledon’t redize Satan hasthe kind of accessto our mindsthat he doesfor variousreasons. Thefirst reason
they don’t want to understand it. They arelikelittle children who livein amake-believe world. They believe
whatever they want to believe. Another reason they don't understand it is becausethey arelisteningto thefa se
teachingsof religiousleaderslike John MacArthur instead of the Scripture. When asked if hethought Satan can
put thoughts in our minds, Mr. MacArthur said:

“If you are living a godly and a righteous life, and thinking on things that are pure and lovely and
honest and so forth, and if your life is pure, then you have that protection of the helmet of the
hope of salvation and the breastplate of righteousness. But if you’re sinful, | believe that there
are ways in which Satan can activate your thinking processes towards sin. . .

When you think a sinful thought, that may have absolutely nothing to do with the devil. If it's any
encouragement to you, you could live your whole life from birth to death, and the devil
never bother you once in your entire life. He’s not omnipresent. He’s fast, but he is not
omnipresent. . .You say, ‘Where do those thoughts come from?’ I'll tell you where they come
from. It's very clear; you don’t have to expect the devil to do that. Listen. It comes right out of
your own heart. That's the sad reality of it. ‘Lust,” when it conceives, says James, ‘brings forth
sin.” So, it comes right out of your flesh. . .Your flesh will conjure those thoughts up.”
Bible Questions and Answers
Taped Message #GC 70-10

Remember what | said thelast two weeks about ministerswho try to minimizethe work of unclean spiritsby
saying everything’ stheflesh or our own lusts—and how they mis-gpply the words of Jamesto do it? Like many
ministersout here, MacArthur blames everything on theflesh. He steaching acombination of errors. Firsthe's
teaching that the only real problem is our wicked hearts or our flesh. He begrudgingly admitsthat it ispossible
for Satan to put thoughtsin our minds; but only if we are” sinful”. He saysif weareliving agodly and arighteous
life, and thinking on things that are pure and lovely and honest and so forth, and if your lifeis pure, then Satan
can’t reach our minds becausethey are protected by the helmet of salvation”. In other words, he' ssaying if we
walk in the spirit, Satan can’'t touch our minds. Only if we are “sinning” can he touch them.

Wi, that' s more than most preachers will admit. Most of them claim Satan has no power to touch our minds at
all, regardiess of how welive. But MacArthur istill far from the truth. My questionis: why isit possibleto
receive thoughts from our flesh when we' re not sinning, but not possible to receive thoughts from spiritswhen
we' re not snning? Are the thoughts of our flesh more powerful than the thoughts of spirits? On what basisishe
saying the thoughts of our heart can breach the helmet of salvation but the thoughts of spirits can’t?

After admitting (begrudgingly) that Satan can put thoughtsin your mind—>but only if you' re Snful—he strongly
emphasizesthe fact that thoughts come from our own hearts and our own flesh. He seeksto minimize therole
unclean spiritsplay in al thisby saying: “ When you think a sinful thought, that may have absolutely nothing
to do with the devil...you could live your whole life from birth to death, and the devil never bother you
oncein your entirelife’

Excuse me?

Anyonewho even thinks, let a one teaches publicly, that agenuine Christian can live hiswhole life without ever
being bothered by the enemy iswalking in total deception. Thefact is, MacArthur, like so many of today’ s
religious leaders, is deceived and he' s being used like a puppet by Satan to deceive multitudes.
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Last week we saw that it’ spossblefor the enemy to plant thoughtsin our minds when we looked &t the Stuation
with Peter, where Satan actually spoke through Peter and rebuked Jesus. Sotell me, Mr. MacArthur, was Peter
“dnning” the evening that happened? Was he walking in sometype of sin just before Jesustold the disciplesHe
was going to die? Is that why Satan could “ activate his thinking process’?

When ministerslike MacArthur tell their congregations week in and week out that their hearts are desperately
wicked, and that any sinful thoughtsthey recelve comefrom that wicked heart, that givesthese unclean spiritsfree
reignto tempt, harassand eventually stumble God' speople—and I’ [l tell you one of thewaysthey doit. A very
common tactic these spirits use isto bombard our minds with thoughts (or one specific thought), or desires or
feelings, until we yield to them.

Many times people get discouraged and give in when this happens—and it’ s because of thisfalse doctrine that
our heartsare, and will forever remain, desperately wicked. If an unclean spirit bombards you with evil thoughts
or fedings, and you believe thosethings are coming from your own wicked heart, then after awhile, you will give
in to them because in the back of your mind, you' re saying to yoursdf: “Well, my heart is decealtfully wicked and
it will always be wicked. So there' s no chance these thoughts or feelingswill ever stop coming. I’ mwicked,
and those things are in my own heart, so I must really want to be thinking and feeling them—that’ s why
I’m having them”.

Brethren, thisis crazy! ThisisINSANITY!!

That’ s just what those spirits want you to believe because aslong as do, you' | never get victory over your
thought life. Unclean spiritswill continueto play you likeafiddle. Thisiswhy I ve been teaching some of thethings
| have been teaching the last few months. Do you remember what | said about “ reckoning ourselves alive unto
God” and “identifying with thenew man” instead of the old man? Do you remember what | said about our hearts
not being desperately wicked if we have been born again; and how God ismaking us (not just “ Christin us”)
righteous? Well, right here is one of the reasons these truths are so important.

Let meclarify something about the heart. The heart isSNOT identica to our fallen sin nature (ie: “theflesh”). The
heart, liked| therest of the functions of the soul—the mind, the will, and the emotions—can beinfluenced by the
flesh or it caninfluenced by the Holy Spirit. When the heart isbeing influenced by theflesh, then it’ saswicked
asthedegree of influenceit’ smoving under. When it’ s being influenced by the Holy Spirit, then it’ s asrighteous
asthe degree of influenceit’ swaking under. The ONLY part of you that is permanently and desperately wicked
isyour falen sin nature, which isaso called “theflesh” in Scripture. Y ou are not permanently and desperately
wicked, and neither isyour heart! The peoplewho keep telling you thistrash don’t know what they aretalking
about. They do not know how to rightly divide the word of truth.

One of most successful tactics unclean spiritsuseis, they giveusevil thoughts (or desires or fedlings) insucha
way asto make usthink thesethingsare coming from us. They just love it when we go through lifeassuming that
everything evil wethink or feel must be coming from our own flesh or our wicked hearts because aslong as
that’ s how we view the Situation, their activity will remain hidden and they themselveswill remain totally un-
detected. The reason most of us never discern we are under attack from an external enemy is because these
spiritshavethe ability to make usfed asthough these things are coming from theinside. Sinceit feeslikethey
arecoming fromtheinside, wejust assumeit’ s our own wickednessthat keeps popping up. Thiswholeideais
then reinforced and confirmed by preachers who continually tell us precisely the same thing.
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They tell usour heartsremain desperately wicked. They tell uswe can never berighteous—only “ Christinus’
will ever berighteous. Every week they tell uswe arewicked, wicked, wicked. Well, if you continudly tell people
they arewicked and their heartsare wicked—guesswhat? They will walk away convinced that everything they
thing or feel that iswrong, must be coming their our own wickedness.

Theonly “help” theseworthless ministers can offer people who are under spiritud attack isto tell them they need
to dieto salf more. “ You're problemis, you' re not putting you flesh to death enough”—they will say. “ Quit
walking in the flesh and start walking in the spirit”—they will say. The person who is being bombarded by
these ritsis probably putting hisflesh to deeth asmuch as he knows how and it snot helping him. But he'll listen
to his pastor anyway, and try to put hisflesh to death even more. However, sincethefleshisn't the problem, al
hiseffortsat dying to self morewon’t do squat! And again, wherever heturnsfor help, the only answer he' Il get
from all these ministers who in the palm of Satan’s hand is. “ You just need to die to self more”!

What do you think will happen to this guy? Eventually, he' I get worn out and beat down, and he'll give up
becausehe' snot fighting theright enemy. He' Il wear himself out fighting against hisown fleshand hiswicked old
heart. Then, after hehas given in and acted upon those desires or fedings or thoughts, those same spiritswill turn
right around and accuse him and heap condemnation on him. The whole process becomes avicious cycle, and
people goaround that same mountain, again and again, until eventudly they just giveup. They finaly cometothe
conclusion they aretoo wicked for God to help—and preacherslike John MacArthur are responsible for their
defeat because of all the theological garbage they are teaching.

When God opensyour eyes and you see how theserdigious|eaders areteaching thingsthat came straight from
Satan, which are designed to dis-arm God' s people and keep them ignorant of the enemy’ s capabilities and
tactics, and how they areactually hel ping Satan to defeat the saints—it will make you sick. When theredlity of
what’ shappening actudly hitsyou, you' |l weep hitter tears. The moreyou understand how these spiritsdeceive
and torment God' s people, the more of ahatred you will havefor them. In addition, you'll loseall your tolerance
for the ministerswho are helping Satan do what heisdoing. Thefact is, anyonewho triesto minimize thework
or the danger these spiritspose to God’ s peopleis an enemy of God' s kingdom, and heismy enemy aswell
because he is helping Satan win the war he has declared on my brethren.

When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart.
Thisis he which received seed by the way side.

Matthew 13:19

Here, Jesustellsusthat under certain circumstances, Satan can steal thoughts the are sown in peopl€e’ s hearts.
Since we must hear things with our mind aswell as our heart, thiswould include the mind. The Lord said that
when a person hearsthe Word but doesnot understand it, Satan comes and snatches that word out of his heart,
and by implication, hismind too. Now think about that for aminute. How much access does someone haveto
have to your mental experiencein order to know whether or not you under stand something? Oh, | can hear the
skeptics now. They’ll say Satan can’t possibly have that kind of accessto our minds. He must watch what the
people do and say. That the way he can figure out if they understood what they heard or not. Oh realy? Well,
let’s seeif that idea holds true regarding the parallel account of this same teaching in Mark.
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And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have
heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in
their hearts.

Mark 4:15

Inthisaccount of the sameteaching, the L ord said Satan comesIMMEDIATELY and takes away theword that
wasjust sown in the person’ s heart who didn’t understand it. He doesn’t have to hang around the person for a
few hours or afew days and listen to what that person says or watch what that person doesin order tofigure
out whether or not they understood wheét they heard. He knowsimmediately whether or not they understand what
they just heard—and if they didn’t understand what they just heard, then he has the power to snatch that word
right out of their mind and heart.

Of course, in thisteaching, Jesusiswas talking about the unsaved hearing the gospel and not understanding it.
Thereal questionis. Does Satan have the power to snatch thoughts out of the minds of believers?1 can’t find any
Scripture that says he can. But based on personal experience, | believe he can. In any case, if he can do
something likethat to themind of an unbeliever, why couldn’t hedo it to themind of abeliever?BeingaChrigtian
doesn’t stop him from being able to plant thoughts in our minds.

Have you ever lost your thoughts? Have you ever been in the middle of saying something very important to
someone about the Lord, or about their spiritual condition, and al of asudden you completely forgot something
you were going to say? Have you ever beenin asituation where you are trying to show somebody they arein
error from the Scripture and al of asudden, youtotally forget the argument you just had in your mind or theverse
of Scripture you were just about to share with them?

What makes us assume that when we |ose an important thought at an important moment likethat, it' sjust a
natural malfunction of our brains? Why do we never even consider the possibility that such athing could bean
attack from theenemy?1’ll tel you why we don’ t—because our minds have been filled fa se doctrines; doctrines
that arebeing taught by men who deny the redity and the danger of unclean spirits; doctrineswhich comefrom
seducing spirits, which are being taught to us by ministerswho have themselves been seduced. These ministers
are being used by Satan to deceive God’s people.

Did you ever lose an important thought, and then stop what you are doing and pray, asking God to bring that
thought back? And after you prayed, did the thought ever come back? If you have ever experienced something
likethat, thenit’ svery possible you were engaged in spiritua warfarewithout evenredizingit. It' spossiblethe
enemy stole that thought and the Holy Spirit returned it to you after praying.

But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

[1. Corinthians 4:3& 4

Notice that according to what Paul said in this passage, Satan a so hasthe ability to keep the minds of people
blinded, so they can't receive thetruth. Of course, he' stalking about Satan keeping unbelieversfrom receiving
the gospd. But having your mind blinded to the truth is certainly not something that’ srestricted to unbelievers. |
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know quite afew Christianswhose minds are blinded to some Scriptural truth. I'm sure every onein thisroom
knows someone who has had their mind blinded by the enemy regarding some of the truthsyou have been shown
by the Spirit. We aso saw last week that Paul was afraid Satan would blind the minds of born again believers
inthe Corinthian church. Hewas afraid the same people who had already received the truth, would turn around
and receive error which would blind their minds to the original truth they had received.

Another reason people don’t understand Satan has this kind of access to our minds is because we don’t
understand what it meansto beasupernatura creature, living inthe supernatura reallm. Wedon't even understand
what the term supernatural really means. Whenever most of ushear the term “ supernaturd”, the only thing we
usudly think of ismiraclesor theinvisible realm. And even though that’ strue, it’ snot the whole truth. Theword
supernatura isreally supra-natural. “ Supra’ isaL atin term which means “above’. Thus, supra-natural means
“abovethenatura”. The supra-natural reAlmisnot only invisible, it sabove the natural realm—not so much
directiondly (like up and down)—but more so in power. The supra-natural realm is much more powerful than
the natural relm. That’ swhy the acts of that relm arecaled miracles. Satan and these unclean spiritsdon’'t have
the power they do smply because they areinvisible. They have the power they do because they supra-natural
creatures and they dwell in aream that is above the natural realm in power and capability.

Becausethey are supra-natural creatures, and because they have the kind of accessthey do to our minds, the
Scripture saysalot about themind. It tellsusto renew the mind (Rom. 12:12; Eph. 4:23). It tellsusto gird up the
loinsof themind (1. Pet. 1:13). It dso tellsusto cast down dl vain imaginations of the mind, and take every thought
of the mind captive to the obedience of Christ (I1. Cor. 10:5). In order to take every thought captive, we must
judge every thought. Judge every thought? Try doing that for aday. Try arresting and scrutinizing every thought
and every imagination that you are not actively thinking, but which just comes into your mind.

Themindisapowerful force. It' sonly anaturd force; but it’ s still apowerful one. The power of the mind over
how anindividual behaves and what kind of person he becomesis so strong, the Bible says: “...asa man thinketh
inhisheart, soishe’ (Prov. 23:7). If Satan can control your mind, he can control you—Christian or not, it makes
no difference. He doesn't haveto indwell you or possessyouin order to control you through your mental process.
Thisiswhy it’ simperative that we recognize spirits are thoughts. That’ s one of the ways we can recognize when
aspirit istalking to us. We judge the thoughts that are coming into our minds.

Now, pleasedon’t misunderstand what I’ m saying. I’'m not sayingall thoughtsare spirits. I’ mjust saying thoughts
arespirits. Someof the thoughtswe receive during the day are bound to come from spirits. If we don’t know how
to judge our thoughts, we can easily receive those thoughtsand act upon them. We need to wake up to the redlity
that we have an enemy who isinvisible and who is seeking to destroy us. We have an enemy who can plant
thoughtsin our minds, stedl thoughts from our minds, blind parts of our minds, and aso know what we understand.
We have an enemy who knows how to customize histemptationsto perfectly match our wesknesses. Heisavery
dangerous enemy, and only afool would take his power lightly.

Satan isn't someforcethat dwells up in the atmosphere. Through ahighly devel oped kingdom and ahierarchy
of unclean spirits, he can bein our home, in our car and al around us. The spiritsthat are under his control try
to speak to usthroughout theday, elther directly or indirectly, through friends, family, co-workers, and even other
Chrigtians. Satan isdive, and heknows you. He knowsall about you. Through hisspiritshe canlisten to every
word you speak and watch every move you make. He knows your weaknesses. He has intimate knowledge of
all your problems and hang-ups. He knows al the times you have fallen and exactly what you have falen for.
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Heknowsexactly what kind of temptation and desireto stir upin you to makeyoufall. Y ou have atrack record
and heknowsthat track record inside and out. Every minute of every day, he’'s scheming, scheming, scheming,
to deceive us and eventually destroy us.

These unclean spiritsnever deep; they never take abreak. Every minute of every day they arewatching for that
open door, watching to seeif you will listen to their voice, watching to seeif you will accept any of thethoughts
or imaginationsthey shoot into your mind, watching to seeif you will yield to any of the desiresthey aretrying to
continually stir up in you.

Thisisprecisely why Peter warned us to watch and be sober. The power to deceive, which Satan still has, is
certainly a sobering subject. Peter was no fool. He spent over three years walking the length and breadth of
Isradl, watching Jesus cast unclean spirits out of multitudes of people. Indeed, he cast many of those spirits out
of God' s people himself. He saw first hand what these spirits can do to the minds, emotions, and bodies of
people. He also knew first hand what it was like to have Satan fill his mind with thoughts that were directly
opposed to God s will. He knew first hand what is was like to be used by Satan.

Because of dl thethings he experienced first hand regarding these unclean spirits, he could warn God' s people
with deep conviction to “be sober and vigilant”—meaning, watch earnestly for the wiles and tricks of the
adversary. Because there was atime when he hadn't resisted the enemy strong enough and fell asaresult, he
could warn usin al sincerity to “resst stedfast” the one who is seeking to devour us. Peter knew exactly what
he was saying when he wrote those words because he knew what the adversary is capable of doing.

Whenever | teach thiskind of unpleasant redlity, there' s always someone who contacts me afterwards and
accuses me of exalting Satan’ s power above the power of God. They will say: “Come on Danid! If Satan had
the kind of power you' re saying he does, most of the Christiansin the world be walking under hisinfluence
right now! Where's the power of God in all this? Is Satan stronger than God?’

S0, just in case anyoneisthinking that, let me answer you right here and now with my own question—How do
you know mogt of today’ s Chrigtians aren’t walking under the influence of Satan? Like | said, I’'m not talking
about Chrigtiansbeing “ demon possessed”. I’'m not even talking about Christians* havingademon” at thispoint.
I’m still talking about what these spirits are capable of doing to usfrom the outside. I' m talking about Christians
walking under the influence of Satan or unclean spirits, ether directly, though hisinfluence upon their minds, or
indirectly, through the influence of other people who are walking under his influence.

I"'m talking about Chrigtians, for instance, who are safish. Do you know any selfish Christians?If you do, then
you know Christians who are walking under the influence of Satan. I’'m talking about people who listen to
preachers like John MacArthur and as aresult, don’'t even bother to check their thoughts because they just
assumether thoughts are coming from God because they are a Chrigtian. Do you know anybody like thet? If you
do, then you know Christians who are walking under the influence of Satan.

Of course Satanisn't stronger than God. Satan was created by God. Through Jesus, even we have the power
to defeat him. Him being too powerful isn’t the problem. The problem isgetting Christiansto accept the truth that
thereisawar going on, and that they have an enemy who can actually kill them. We have dready been given
the power to win. The problem isn’t alack of power—the problem is, God’ s people hate the truth!
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Therefore, the unpleasant redlity is—Y es—most of today’ s Christians are waking under the influence of Satan
to some degree. They don’t realize they are because they don’t think such athingiseven possible. They aso
don't realize they are because walking under Satan’ s influence isn’t necessarily the same as being “demon
possessed” or even “having ademon”. It can be very subtle—and also very comfortable. That’ sright! Many
Chrigtiansare comfortablewaking under theinfluence of these spirits becauseit seems perfectly normal to them.
It'swhat they are used to.

That doesn’'t mean they aren’t genuine believers. It doesn’t mean they’ re ontheir way to Hell. What it does mean
is, they will never walk in complete victory unlessthey havetheir eyes opened and they change the way they
walk. What it doesmeanis, they will never be overcomer s unlessthey accept thetruth of what’ s happening, get
into the battle, and start defeating their enemies.

Okay, let’ slook at the second avenue these spirits use—our desires, both good and evil. Unclean spiritscan stir
up evil desiresthat are already present in us. Thereisabig difference between when adesire of our flesh rises
up in us, and when that same desireis being inflamed by aspirit. Though the desires of the flesh can be very
strong, when aspirit isinflaming them, they becomes so strong you can’t ignore them. Either you will fight them
until they have subsided, or you will give into them.

Many timesthese spiritswill stir up adesire that you have had a problem with in the past, but have managed to
overcome and have been walking in victory over. They liketo stir up these kinds of desiresfor two reasons. First
of dl, they know that you are more proneto fal for that particular desire than some other one. Second, they know
that when they do this, we tend to get discouraged—sometimes very discouraged—and that’ s exactly what they
want. They are always trying to get usto the place where we ready to give in and give up.

The discouragement comes because we thought we had conquered that particular issue, and now, hereitisagain,
after al thesemonths (or years), rasingit’ sugly head and tempting us so strongly that we' reready to giveintoit
again. If you are a Christian who' s trying to walk in holiness and in victory, this kind of thing can be very
discouraging. However, if you can recognize that it’ sthe work of an unclean spirit, then thewhole situationis
different in your mind. For you see, thefact is, our “old man” will never change. That Sn natureisthe sametoday
asit was 10 years ago, or 20 years ago, or 40 years ago, when you werefirst saved. It has never changed one
iotaand it never will. Y OU have changed, but it hasn’t. Y ou have gotten victory over many areasof that nature,
but the nature itself remains the same.

Therefore, when adesire you have already conquered through the Spirit begins to be stirred up by an unclean
Spirit, you need not be depressed. Y ou don't have to just assume you have “fdlen off the wagon” or that you are
backdliding. Of course, thisis always possible. But if that’s not the case, then pick up your sword and start
fighting! Talk to that spirit. That'sright. | saidtalk toit. Y ou are dedling with ainvisible person. You can't seeor
hear it, but it can certainly seeand hear you. Sotalk toit. Tl it thejig'sup and you know exactly what’ sgoing
on. Tell it you're not going to fall for that trick. Then renounceit and the desireit’ s stirring up, in the name of
Jesus. | promiseyou, if youwill just fight these spiritsthe battle will beyours! The only reason welose many of
these battles is because we are fighting the wrong enemy and we are using the wrong weapons.

Anddon't let any of these deceived minigters buffao you with dl their pontificating about how you aretrying to
avoid responsibility for your own sin and blame everything on the devil. For crying out loud! \When we re under
aspiritual attack, it's not wrong blame what’ s hgppening on the enemy! Blaming these spirits doesn't mean you
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aretrying to blame everything on demong! Y ou’ re not denying you still haveasin nature, and you' re not denying
that thisdesireistill apart of you. You resmply rdating to theStuationtheway it redly is. That desire may ill
be part of you—sinceit sill dwellsin your flesn—Dbut it’ snot youwhoisstirring it up! 1’ snot youwhoisdesiring
something you have been walking in victory over. It's a spirit that’ s stirring up that desire.

These spirits can aso utilizegood desiresto hinder us. When | say good, | mean natural desiresthat are part of
every day life. For example, you may need to changethe oil in your car. That'sanatura duty of thislifethat’s
necessary from timeto time. But maybe you haven’t set an exact day or timewhen you are going to do it and one
day, thedesireto get that job out of the way gets so strong you decide to go and do it right then. But while you
are outside changing the oil, you miss an important phone call that wasdesigned by the Lord to encourage you
spiritualy or help youin someway. What happened was, aspirit stirred up agood desire at thewrong time (the
wrong timefor you), in order to have you miss something God had for you. If you think such ascenarioisabsurd,
it sbecause you don't know your enemy. It' sbecauseyou' reignorant of hisdevices. Spiritspull thiskind of stuff
on us all the time—and they are successful more times than not because of our ignorance.

When you were dtill going to church in the Religious System, did your car ever break down, or did you ever lose
your keys, or did you ever get unexpected company, or any number of thingslike that happen just before it came
timeto leave? Do you think they were al just coincidences? Don't you think supernatural beingswho live and
movein the supernatura ream can bethe cause of these kinds of things at times? I’ m not saying they are behind
everything that goeswrongin life. But when something happensto hinder you from going somewherethe Lord
issending you, or being somewherethe Lord wants you to be, when something has hindered you from getting
something the Lord had prepared for you—then Yes!—it’ s possible spirits are behind those events.

| mean, what on earth do we think Paul was talking about when he said: “Lest Satan should get an advantage
of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices’ (i1. Cor. 2:11)? Do we think Satan’s only devices consist of
persecution from unbelievers? Listen my friends: Satan hasall kinds of devices. He hasaendless bag of tricks
he usesto tempt us, to lure usaway from something God hasfor us, to deceive us, to hurt us, and to makeus miss
our call and our destiny.

The problem with most of today’ s Chrigtiansisthat they are till spiritual babiesand children, and as such, they
never even consider the possibility that these kinds of hindrances could be spiritual attacks. They just assume
all thesethingsare part of natural life on earth. After all, peoplelosetheir keysal thetime, don’'t they?Isit the
work of demons, every time someone losestheir keys? Of course not! Certainly unclean spirits are not behind
every occasion of lost keys. But it’ s not absurd to think they are behind alost set of keysif you'reaChristian,
and you are getting ready to go somewhere, where God has ordained a blessing for you.

Secondly, evenif you could convincethem that at certain times, spiritsare the cause of the hindrancesweface,
they still wouldn't takeit serioudy becausethey have been taught that if they walk in“faith”, God will take care
of al those hindrancesfor them, regardless of their source. They have been taught that dl you haveto doistrust
God, and Hewill automatically override any desire that might lead you in awrong direction, or pre-empt any
hindrance that might keep you from being where you are supposed to be.

Right hereiswhere things get complicated because thefact is, there’ salot of truth in that wholeidea—when it
comesto spiritua babiesand children, that is—because that’ sbasically the way thingsdo go when you are ababy
or alittlechild. God doesn’t expect babies and children to be able to discern what’ s going on behind the scenes
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like He does young men and fathers. He doesn’ t place the samekind of responsibility on babiesand children
that He does on young men and fathers. So when ababy Christian sneers at the wholeideaof believersbeing
responsible to watch for these kinds of devices, he has good reason to do so, at least based on his own
experience as a baby or achild.

Y ou runinto thiskind of thing al the time, whenever you start teaching God’ s peopl e things that pertain to
spiritual adult-hood. Whenever you begin serving them “meet” the babies start choking and the children start
getting upset. They start screaming “legalism” and “works-based rdligion”. Thenthey whip out al their favorite
versesand their “key” passages of Scripture and accuseyou of not believing inthe“faithfulness’ of God, or not
believing in the “sovereignty” of God, or the “power” of God, or the “love” of God, etc., etc.

But that’ saright. God knows the situation of every believer. Heknowswherewe are spiritually, and wherewe
should be spiritually. He knowsif it’ sokay for usto be a spiritua baby or child. He also knowswhen it’ stime
for usto grow up and move deeper into the things of the Spirit, and He knows just how to bring babies and
children face to face with the truth. Once they have been presented with the truth, then the whole situation
changes. They can chooseto remain ababy or achild, and they can choose to keep relating to God as babies
and children, but God no longer acceptsthat kind of thing. From then on, they will begin to get into al kinds of
trouble because God will no longer protect them the way He used to protect them. The situation has changed.
Now, they arewaking inrebellion. Now, they are not spiritual babiesand children because that’ s what they
should be. They are babies and children because they have rejected the truth.

Before closing tonight, | want to answer aquestion some of thosewho are listening to thisare bound to be asking
themselves at this point. The questionis: “How inthe world am | supposed to be able to recognize all these
different tricks of Satan”? The answer is: It can only be done with the hel p and discernment of the Holy Spirit.
That may sound like areligious cliché to you, but it’s the truth—and it’ s the only answer thereis.

You'll just have to trust me on thisone. If you alow God to open your understanding in this areaand start
watching for the enemy’ sdevices, the Holy Spiritwill befaithful to show youwhen these spirits begin to move
against you or inyour life. You'll know when something isa spiritual attack because there will be an inner
witness regarding the situation. The only reason Christians don’t walk in thisredlity isbecause they have been
taught by deceived |eadersthat unclean spiritscan’t possibly usethese kinds of devices on them. When we accept
thetruth begin watching and fighting, that puts usin aplace where God can really begin to move on our behalf,
and Hewill show you thingsyou have never seen before. But you must first believe the truth, then you must act
on it. Once you do, the rest will come—and it will come easier than you think.

I”’m going to end right here because the next avenue we' re going to ook at is an extremely important one, and
| don’t want to haveto rush through it. Except for the mind, thisisthe avenue spirits use the most becauseit’ sthe
most successful one. Dedicated and serious Christianswho have conquered these spirtsin their own lives have
neverthel ess been defeated by them as they work through the people around them.

To Be Continued Next Week
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