FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS

Tonight, I’'m going to share some thoughts on family relaionships and how to ded with them. If thereisone
thing I’ velearned over the last 26 years, it’ sthat very few Christians deal with their family by the Spirit.
Thereasonfor thisistwo-fold. First of dl, they areafraid of losing those rel ationships. Second, they have
been taught liesregarding the proper place of family within the context of the kingdom. So tonight, we' re
going to start by looking at how Jesus viewed family relationships and what He taught about them. And
you're going to see that what He taught is the opposite of what today’ s religious leaders are teaching.

Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him,
and saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus
said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. Thisisthefirst and great commandment.
And the second islike unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Matthew 22:35-40

Satanisvery skilled at using our weaknessesto ruin us, and the areawe humans arethe most vulnerable
isinour relationships. God designed human beingsfor relationship, first with Himself, then with each other.
So regardless of how much wealth, or power, or fame, or glory people acquire, they are never satisfied
until they find arel ationship with someone. To bein arelationship isour most fundamental need because
that iswhat we were created for. When our relationship with God does not hold top priority in our lives,
then relationshipswith other peoplewill. Sincewe are so vulnerablein the area of relationships, thevery
first commandment God gave His people at Mt. Sinai had to do with relationships—" Thou shalt have no
other gods before me” (Ex. 20:3).

A few yearslater, when explaining the essence of the Law to the people of Israel, Moses said: “ Hear, O
Israel: the Lord our God isone Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy might” (Deut. 6:4-5). Thousands of years later, when The Lord was
asked which commandment was the greatest, thisis the passage Jesus quoted, for herein liesthe fullest
meaning of the Firs Commandment. Just as God wasto remain first in the lives of the Hebrews under the
Old Covenant, so Jesus made it clear that under the New Covenant nothing has changed. The greatest
commandment is to love God with “all” our hearts, minds and souls.

God expects usto love Him morethan welove our husband, wife, children, grand children, or parents. It's
not a case where we can have two different kinds of love—anatura lovefor family and aspiritud lovefor
God. Jesus said anyonewho lovesfamily morethan Him isnot worthy of Him (Matt. 10:37). This statement,
together with Hisanswer that we aretolove God with all our hearts, souls and strength, makeswhat He
is demanding of us very clear.

Of course, dl Chrigtians say they love God morethan they lovetheir family. But thefact is, very few of
them actudly do. The vast mgority of them areinvolved indl kindsof family reationshipsthat arejust as
important to them, or moreimportant to them, than their relationship with God. They can deny that such
isthe case but denial of the facts does not change them.

-1-



It svery easy to seethat they lovetheir family morethan they love God becauseif God asked them to walk
away from their family and never look back, in order to better serve Him, they could not and they would
not doit. They could not do it because God isnot redlly first in their lives—He' sjust an addition to their
lives. Their lifeisnot Chrit; their lifeisfamily. They would not do it because they have been taught that
Jesuswould never ask them to do such an un-Christian thing. Instead, they aretaught that Jesusis pro-
family; that He cameto strengthen the family ingtitution and family ties; and (best of dl), that He promises
will save your whole family if you become a Christian and you pray for them to be saved.

Consequently, today’ s churches arefilled with idolatry—family idolatry. And when | say churches, I'm
not just talking about that nasty old “harlot” Church System. I’ m talking the people of God, wherever they
areand wherever they congregate. Those of us outside the system are plagued with family idolatry just as
much as those inside the system. Family idolatry is auniversal plague.

To make mattersworse, because we areliving in thelast days, and the ingtitution of family isunder attack
by sexual pervertsand God-haters, Christendom has madefamily idolatry abusiness. Everywhereyou
turn, thereisacontinual pressureto“focusonthefamily” because the God-ordained ingtitution of family
isunder attack on all sides. A whole Christian industry regarding family relationships has arisen. But
athough thereis an abundance of books, conferences, teechings, and radio shows deding with family issues
and trying to protect theingtitution of family, not very much of it isactualy based on the Scripture. Instead,
most of it is based on philosophy, psychology and the religious traditions of men.

While he yet talked to the people, behold, hismother and hisbrethren [real
brothers] stood without, desiring to speak with him. Then one said unto
him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak
with thee. But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my
mother? and who are my brethren? And he stretched forth his hand toward
hisdisciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever
shall do thewill of my Father which isin heaven, the same is my brother,
and sister, and mother.

Matthew 12:46-50

What the Lord said in this passage is very hard for the average Christian to even understand, let alone
experienceand walk in. Theindividua who cameto tell Jesus Hisfamily had come and wanted to speak
to Him, wasviewing the Situation like any normal person would—that is, any norma person who isliving
in Adam, and not Christ. Thisguy wasn't just reporting the fact that Jesus' family had cometo see Him.
He expected Jesus to stop teaching, to stop obeying the Father’ swill a that moment, and give placeto the
demand of natura family relationships. Jesus saw that in this guy’ s mind, family takes precedence over
evarything. Thisistheway Adam viewsfamily. Family firds—everything € se (incuding God) second—and
thisis exactly how most of today’s Christians live (though they vehemently deny it).

The Lord went right to the root of this guy’s problem and asked: “Who is my mother? and who are my
brethren?’ Then He pointed to His disciples—not to the crowd but to His disciples—and said: “Behold
my mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do thewill of my Father which isin heaven, the sameis
my brother, and sister, and mother.” Jesus wastelling this man that all family relationships must be
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subservient to our relationship with God. Well, it that the same as denying those rel ationships? Was Jesus
denying Hisnatural relationship with Hismother and Hisbrothers? Not at al. But He was putting theme
intheir proper place. Obedienceto God firgt, loyalty to God first, lovefor God first—family relationships
and duties second. That means, if there is a clash between our loyalty and obedience to God, and the
demands of a natural family relationship, it’s the family relationship which must suffer loss.

Very few peoplewill ever beableto even understand, let donewak intheredity of what Jesuswastaking
about when He said anyone who doesthewill of HisFather, though they be not Hisnatura family, arejust
asimportant to Himas Hisnatural family. Thosewordsreflect aredity about family that isforeign to
everything around us, both in the secular and church culture. Not only are we to love God morethan our
own family members, we are to love God'’ s people as our own family.

For the naturd man, thisisaninconcevableway to view family rdaionships. For Adam, it sfamily firs and
everything el se second. But it’ snot that way in Chrigt. In Chrigt, Chrigtisfirst and everything e seissecond.
In Adam, natural family ties are the greatest and strongest bond. In Christ, spiritual ties are to be the
greatest and strongest bond. In Adam, blood is always thicker than water. In Chrigt, blood is never thicker
than water. In Adam, our closenessto people and our loydty to them is based on blood ties. In Chrigt, our
closeness to people and our loyalty to them is (or should be) based on spiritual ties.

The Lord sattitude towardsfamily was certainly holy and right. Y et it was so far beyond anythingthat is
being taught today, we can’t even bear to explore the ramifications of it. What He said goesagaingt dl the
bas cimpulses of the human soul. The Adamic mind findsit extremely offensive and recoilsfromiit. But
thefact is, those who claim to be God' s children should be walking in God' s kingdom—and in God' s
kingdom, natural blood ties and loyalties take second place to spiritual ties and loyalties.

And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer mefirst to
go and bury my father. Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead:
but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. And another also said, Lord,
| will follow thee; but let mefirst go bid them farewell, which are at home
at my house. And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the
plow, and looking back, isfit for the kingdom of God.”

Luke 9: 59-62

The above passagereved sjust how dienthewaysof Jesusareto today’ s Chrigtian culture. Y ou will never
hear any of today’ s preachers or Bible teacherstell anyone to do what Jesus told these two would-be
disciplesto do. Thefirst manwas called by the Lord. The second one volunteered to follow Him. But both
of them had asimilar problem—family relationshipsand respons bilitiesweretop priority inther livesand
those relationships had the potential to keep them from following the Lord.

Thefirst man wanted tofulfil hisproper duty asason (and display hisloyalty to hisparents) by burying his
father beforejoining thedisciples. Carrying out afamily duty like burying your father iscertainly not wrong.
Y &, inthisingtance the Lord must have known that fulfilling aproper family duty—even one as necessary
as burying your father—would have kept thisman from following Him. So He told him not to go back and
fulfill that proper family duty. He said let the (spiritually) dead bury the (physically) dead.
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Y ouwill never seethiskind of attitudeintoday’s* Christians’ because everyoneisinvolved in family
idolatry. A manwho goes off without burying hisfather would be seen asworsethan aninfidel by both the
world and the Church. Andif that man weretotell today’ s Christiansthat God told him to leave without
burying hisfather, nobody would believe him! Do you understand? I’ m saying thet today, thisguy’ sfellow
Christianswould never accept that God told him to do such athing. They would never bdieve that Jesus
would say the same thing today that He did 2000 years ago! If you told today’ s Christians that Jesus
instructed you to leave your family without burying your father, they would not only say such you are
irresponsible, they would say your actions were completely un-Christian and un-Scriptural!

Why did Jesustell that guy not to go back and bury hisfather? Why did Hetell him to do something that
seemed S0 irrespong ble and harsh on the surface?He did it because He loved the man and He wanted the
guy to find the kingdom. What Jesus did only seems harsh to us because welive and move and have our
beinginthisnatural relm. Wedon't liveand movein the Spirit. Consequently, we don't redly know how
God sees things and what’ s really important in His eyes.

What Jesus said to that man was not harsh at al. It was amanifestation God' slove towards him. What
would have been harsh, isif the Lord would havejust let the guy return home without saying what He did,
knowing that if he went back to fulfill his proper family duty, he would never leave again and hewould miss
the kingdom. To not say what He did would have been harsh.

The second man in that account volunteered to follow Jesus. But he wanted to go back and say farewell
to hisfamily. Again, thiswould be the proper thing to do under normal circumstances. We al agree that
it' sirresponsible for afamily member to just disappear without aword. Y et thisis exactly what Jesustold
him to do! No warnings; no goodbyes; no phone calls. Just leave without a word, and follow some
unknown religious teacher.

Now, you tell me—which of today’ s preachers and Bible teacherswould say such athing could possibly
be God, if it happened today? Do you know what today’ s |eaders would say about the person who did
such athing? They would say hejust joined a“religiouscult”. Y ou see, in their view, that anyone who
would leavetheir family without saying goodbye, in order tofollow ardigiousteacher, isdeceived. Asfar
asthey are concerned, if you don’t view family relationshipsthe way the Adamic man views them, then
you are beyond the pale. Something is drastically wrong with you.

My friends. do you redize that thefirst “sgn” of acult in the eyesof today’ srdligious establishment—and
especidlyintheeyesof dl these” de-programers’ who go around rescuing young kidsfrom cults—iswhen
peopleno longer view family inthe“norma” (ie: Adamic) way? Do you redizethat today, thefirst Sgn of
acult iswhen you stop viewing family relationships the way the Adamic man viewsthem. If you should
ever cut off afamily relationship in order to pursue God, or to liveamorerighteousand holy life—that’s
the sign that you have had your mind bent by some Eastern Guru or cult leader.

Weneed to get thisredization into our brains. According to today’ s church standards—not the standards
of the unsaved world, but the standards of the church—the Lord Jesuswould be classified a“religious cult
leader” because Hedidn't view family relationshi psthe way the Adamic man viewsthem. We need to
realizethat if Jesus came on the scene today and said the very same things He said 2000 years ago, He
would be viewed as another Hara Krishner. That’'s how far today’s Christianity is from the truth!
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If Jesus appeared in any city today and started walking up and down the streets, saying the very same
thingsHe said 2000 years ago, Christian leaderswould cal in the* de-programmers’, who would go out
to“rescue’ (kidnap) the Lord’ sfollowersin order to “de-program” them. And all the Christianswould
rejoiceasthosefollowerswerereturned hometo their proper family relaionships! Thisishow deluded and
blind today’ sreligious|eadersare. They arelivingin Adam instead of living in Christ, when it comesto
family relationships. So they seethingsthe way Adam seesthem, not the way Christ seesthem. Theresult
is, they have sanctioned family idolatry and have made themselves God' s enemies.

Didyou ever wonder why Jesustold the guy in that passage not to return home and say goodbyeto his
family? Did you ever think it was a harsh thing to say to that poor guy? Well, thefact is, it’s not hard to
imagine what would have happened if he would have gone back to say goodbye. When hetold hisfamily
hewas |leaving to follow some unknown the Rabbi from Nazareth, it’ s pretty easy to imagine the response
he would have gotten. His family would have said God would never ask anyone to forsake their family in
order to serve Him. It’ snot hard to imagine them begging and pleading with him not to go; putting him on
abig guilt trip; and it’s not hard to see him caving into that pressure and missing the kingdom.

Y ou see, Jesus knew how the Adamic man viewed family. He knew how sdlfish and dangerous Adamic
love can be. And He knew what was waiting for that guy back at the house. He knew that if the man
returned hometo do the“proper” thing, he would have never |eft again, and he would have missed the
kingdom. So it wasn’t harshness that made Jesus tell him not to go back. It was the love of God that
warned him not to go back. To Adam, the ways of God regarding family relationships often seem crud.
Butif wearewakingin Chrigt, thiswill not bethe case. Unfortunately, most Chrigtiansdon’t liveand walk
in Christ when it comesto family. They liveand wak in Adam, and they view thingstheway Adam views
them. Their love for family is actually destructive.

It wasin the context of family relationshipsthat Jesus said: “No man, having put his hand to the plow,
and looking back, isfit for the kingdom of God.” When the Lord talked about looking back, hewasn't
talking about looking back and desiring to be able to sin again. He was tal king about wanting to go back
to theway things were before you made that decision to follow Him, which upset the whole bandwagon
asfar asfamily relationships were concerned. He' stalking about not alowing family relationshipsto
interfere with our spiritual walk.

Y es, God hasingtituted family relationshipsand dutiesand they are not to beignored or despised. But we
must understand that these rel ationships and duties are Adamic and they must be kept in their proper place.
They must remain subservient to the Christ lifewe areto walk in. Jesus was saying that once we makea
decisonto follow Him, we must never again dlow any natura family relationship, loydty, responshility,
or duty—regardless of how right and proper they may be—to interfere with our complete obedience to
the Lord Jesus. If we do, we simply are not fit for the kingdom.

Think not that | am come to send peace on earth: | came not to send peace,
but a sword. For | am come to set a man at variance against his father, and
the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her
mother in law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.
Matthew 10:34-36




It' samazing that so many fa se teachings about family relationships can flourish in the churches when the
Scripture declares very clearly that Jesusdidn’t cometo hedl and preserve our family relationships. Rather,
He came to bring a sword to those relationships! That means, He came to bring division in family
relationships. Such athought isblasphemy, according to the purveyors sof today’ sfamily idolatry industry.
Their mottois: Family first! Everything must be sacrificed to keep thefamily together. They declarewith
great authority that God would never break up a family—or would He?

When Jesus said He didn’t come to bring peace, He was talking about family peace. The Lord didn’t
cometo bring that kind of peace because the Adamic man aready has that kind of peace. He came to
bring another kind of peace; true spiritua peace. He cameto bring that inner peace that isthefruit of union
with Him. But in order to bring true peace intoahome, the Lord must first bring the sword of truth into that
home. And when He bringsthat sword of truth into ahome, the members of that family areingtantly divided
between those who love and receive the truth, and those who hate and reject the truth.

From then on, Adamic family peace is shattered and the only way the family can ever have peace again
isif someone compromises. Either the one who hatesthe truth will repent and find true peace; or the one
who has received true peace will compromise so the old Adamic peace can return. Those who trade the
true peace of God for atemporary family peace may restore their relationshipswith family members, but
they will destroy their relationship with God in the process.

Inaddition, spiritua divisonisnot confined to thekind of division that comes between saved and un-saved
family members. Just as often, the sword of truth will pass between believing family membersand it will
divide those who want to follow Jesus dl the way, from those who only want to follow Him enough to be
saved from Hell and get afew rewards. In this case, obedience to God will take one family member ina
direction other family membershave no desireto go. It will lead onefamily member down apath that the
rest of the family has no desire to walk on.

God will ask you to do thingsthat He does not ask of them; and He will forbid you from doing many of
thethingsyou oncedid with them. When thiskind of aSituation arises, we must choose between keeping
the peace with family or obeying God. If we choose obedience, the sword will fall between usand them,
and that obediencewill producesjedousy, animosity, bitterness, and even hatred. Jesuswasn't joking when
he said aman’s enemies will be those of his own house.

He that loveth father or mother more than meis not worthy of me: and he
that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
Matthew 10:37

If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be
my disciple.

Luke 14:26

No true disciple of Jesus can love family more than God. Indeed, Jesus stated that we must “ hate” our
family—comparatively speaking. That is, when family dutiesbegintointerferewith our obedienceto God,
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we must deal with those relationships as our enemies. When they begin to replace our love for Himwe
must deal with them asenemies. Whenthey beginto steal our timefrom Him we must dedl with them as
enemies. It' seasy to say we have put God first in our lives. But the fact is, those who redlly do seek to put
God first, often find that doing so causes big trouble in the home.

And Jesus said unto them, Verily | say unto you, That ye which have
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne
of hisglory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes
of Israel. And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters,
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake,
shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.

Matthew 19:28-29

Of course, the relationship that receivesthe most attention today isthe marriagerelationship. An endless
procession of books on the subject of marriage continuesto flow into Christian bookstores. But none of
them teach people how to dedl with marriage by the Spirit. It sall about how to have a happy marriage,
or how to save marriages. Save the marriage at all costs!—that’ s the message of today’ s Christian
leaders. Nobody seemsto noticethat what Jesus said in the above passage does't quitefit that view! And
should you try and point thisverse out to them, you will immediately be accused of not holding the sanctity
of marriage and of being “pro-divorce’ like the pagan God-haters.

I”’m not going to get into thewholeissue of divorcetonight. If you' ve been coming to thischat room for any
length of time, you' Il know that | don’t hold the* orthodox” view of divorce. | have never been one of those
who condemns or looks down my nose at people who have been divorced and re-married. The Lord
showed memany yearsago that Hisfirst concernisnot protecting marriages per say, or even theinditution
of marriage, but the peoplewho are married. He a so showed methat the Church worshipstheingtitution
of marriage—and let metdl you my friends, God hatesdl idolatry, induding marriage idolary. All idolatry
isidolatry in His eyes and He hates it all.

Over theyears| have watched individua s—both male and female—who had acdl of God ontheir lives,
be destroyed because they were married to someone who wasfilled with Satan, and who as aresult, never
stopped trying tokill that spiritua lifein them, until they finally succeeded. I'll tell you very frankly that |
have seen more than afew Christiansgo into eternal perdition because they were taught by blind religious
leaderswho worshiped theingtitution of marriagethat it would never be God swill that they even separated
fromtheir spouse, let donedivorcethem. Sointheend, they paid their duesto theinstitution—but the price
was their souls.

Therefore, my attitude towards divorce has never lined up with the sanctimonious declarations of the
Church System. In one of my messages|ast year, | explained and showed from the Scripture that thewhole
dant that’ s put on divorce and remarriage by the majority of those in the Church System istotally un-
Scriptural. People have taken certain passages and built adoctrine on them, whileignoring the oneslike
wejust read, where Jesus clearly sanctioned the break-up of amarriage, if it hasto be donein order to
follow Him. If anyoneisinterested in knowing my position on the subject of divorce, you can check out
the message called: “ Apostasia and Apostasion” on the audio archives page of my web site.
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Jesusdidn’t makeit clear in this passage whether the man who had “forsaken” hiswife had divorced her,
or if he had just separated from her. Separation—even according to the most narrow and legalistic
interpretation of the passages dealing with divorce and re-marriage in the New Testament—is clearly
acceptable. | never encourage people to seek adivorce. But thereis nothing wrong separating from a
spouse if helsheis actively fighting against God or trying to draw you away from Him.

| hateto topplethegreat idol of family, but the primary god of Jesusisnot saving our relationships—and
that includesour marriage relaionship. Hisprimary goad isto changeusinto Hisimageas much aspossible
inthislife. If afamily relationship must be sacrificed in order to for usto be changed into the Lord’ simage,
then God haswon't hesitate to sacrificeit and He expects usto have that same kind of attitude. He expects
usto bewilling to sacrifice any relationship, regardless of what type of relationship it might be, in order
to attain what He has made available for us.

Some peopl e can accept that God might require afriendship to end, in order for you to follow the Lord
morefully. Somewill even accept that spiritua relationships between fellow Christians might haveto end,
inorder for youtofollow the Lord morefully. But thevast mgority of today’ s Christiansrefuseto accept
that God would ever requirefamily rel ationshipsto end—especialy amarriage relationship—in order to
attain the destiny or the rewards God has made available for us through Christ.

It svery important that we know how Jesusviewed family relationshipsbecause if we don’t, wewill never
attainthe god God hasfor us. Satan usesfamily relationshipsto stumble God' speopledl thetime. Soif
you are worshiping at the Golden Shrine of Family, you can forget about going on to perfection, or
ataining the High Cdling, or waking in Sonship, or bringing forth 200-fold fruit. It will never happen. Satan
will use your own family to defeat you very early in the race.

Asl said, themost important family relationship isthe husband/wife relationship. So thefirst person the
enemy isgoing to try to use to defeat you is your husband or your wife. Unsaved or uncommitted spouses
areavirtud playground for Satan and unclean spirits. Quite frankly, I’ m skeptica when someonetdlsme
their spouseis not saved, but they get along just fine anyway. I’ m sure such asituation is possible, but |
don't believeit’s very probable, unless the Christian has been compromising.

But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that
believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her
away. And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he
be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him.

Corinthians 7:12-13

| want you to notice some thingsin this very important passage. First, please notice that according to the
plain grammar and construction of these of statements, leaving your spouseisan option. It'san option if
your unsaved spouseis not “pleased to dwell with” you.

To the husband of an unsaved wife, Paul said, if shewantsto stay with you even though you arelivinga

Chrigian life, then don’'t send her away. That dso means, if sheisnot pleased to dwell with you, then you
are free to put her away, which is another term for divorce.
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To thewife of an unsaved husband, Paul said, if your husband wantsto stay with you even though you are
living a Chrigtian life, then don’t leave him. That aso means, if your unsaved husband is not pleased to
dwell with you, then you are free to leave him.

Oh, | can hear al the Patriarchs, now. They’re screaming: “Heretic! Burn him!” | can aso hear the
Orthodox and the Evangdlical’ sydlling: “Heresy! Heresy!” But to be quite frank, | couldn’t carelesswhat
these people say. | only care about what God says and what His Word says—and it’ svery clear (at least
to me) what Paul is saying in this passage.

I’ simportant that we see what Paul is saying here. Heis putting the responsibility for the decision of
whether or not to remain in an unbalanced marriage on the believing spouse. Paul said that if the
unbelieving spousewill not dwell peacefully with the Christian spouse, then the believing spouseisfreeto
“leave’ or “put away” the unbelieving spouse.

A few verseslater Paul will tdll the believing spouse that if the unbelieving spouse wantsto leave, then let
them leave. But that’ snot what he' s saying in the above passage. He clearly telling the believing spouse
that they have the choice to end that relationship or stay in it, IF the unbelieving spouse will not live
peacefully with them because they are a Christian.

But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not
under bondage in such cases. but God hath called us to peace. For what
knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how
knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?

I. Corinthians 7:15-16

After laying the responsibility for staying or not staying in an unbalanced marriage on the shoulders of the
believing spouse—if the unbdieving spouse will not live peacefully with them—Paul then tdlsthe believing
spouse how to deal with the decision of the unbelieving spouseto leave. He says: “ But if the unbelieving
depart, let him depart”.

Then he says: “For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how
knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?” What he' s sayingisthat even though it’ sthe
believing spouse’' s responsibility to make the decision as to whether or not to stay in an unbalanced
marriage or not (if the other pouse refusesto livein peacewith them), they need to takeinto consderation
thefact that they don’t know whether or not that spouse might break and cometo the Lord after acertain
amount of time. So while he' s setting the believing spousefree, at the sametime, he' salso warning them
to make their decision carefully and wisely.

What if the unbelieving husband or wife can eventually be wonto the Lord by your holy living and pure
testimony? Areyou willing to suffer persecution for atime, in order to seethem saved intheend?Paul is
telling them to take into cong deration the fact that their conduct and testimony might win over the hogtile
spouse a some point. So al these possihilities need to be weighed in the balance when making adecision
to end or not end amarriage relationship. Don’'t do anything in haste or out of emotional pressure. Seek
the wisdom of God. Ask Him to let you know what you should do. That’s Paul’s counsel.
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Unfortunately, you will never hear thiskind of spiritua counsel from today’ s Evangelica and Orthodox
leaders. Regardless of the problem or the Situation people face, they only have one answer: Never divorce
because divorceis sin and God hatesdivorce. They will say: “It'snever God' swill that anyone getsa
divorce’. They don't care of the whole family ends up in Hell—just so thereis no divorce. They would
rather see awife and al her children in Hell than let her get a divorce—so great is their blindness!

What Paul said about staying or not staying with an unsaved spouseisin perfect harmony with theway he
approached relationshipsin genera. The principle by which helived was: “If it be possible, as much as
liethinyou, live peaceablywith all men” (Rom. 12:18). That' sall he' ssaying to those who find themsalves
married toan unbeliever. If it spossibleto live at peace with them, then do so. However, if it’ snot possible,
then you are free to get out of that relationship, aslong asthe Lord istelling you to do so. And if they
choose to end the relationship, then don’t try to stop them.

Of coursg, if the believing spouse compromi seswith the unbelieving spouse, then the unbelieving spouse
will certainly be pleased to dwell with them. But wherewill the believing spouse end up? After living alife
of compromisein order to keep her husband, or to keep hiswife, they will find that God has no place for
them in His kingdom. That’s a pretty steep price to pay..

The sisterswho haveadesire to serve God and go all the way with Him arethe oneswho are at ared
disadvantage when it comesto al thisbecause according to Petriarcha Evangelicd teaching, thewifeisto
“submit” to her husband in“al” things. Well, it doesn't tekeaPh.D. to figure out that if the believing wife
submitsto an unbelieving husband in all things, the unsaved husband will bevery pleased to dwell with her
forever because she will be compromising all over the place!

And if her conscience should ever begin to bother her about all those compromises, or the Spirit of God
should begin to convict her, and she goesto theloca “ pastor” or “Bible teacher” to share her concerns,
shewill betold in no uncertain termsthat sheisto just keep submitting in “al” thingsto her unsaved
husband becausethisisGod swill. And if shelistensto that pastor or that Bibleteacher, shewill go back
home and continue to compromise with her unsaved husband until her conscience no longer bothersher,
and the Spirit of God no longer convicts her, and she will end up cut out of Christ.

My friends, I’'m not joking when | say the orthodox doctrines of Evangdlical Christianity are so corrupt,
they are going to send multitudes of peopleinto eterna damnation. I’ m telling you, therewill be many wives
intheLake of Firewhoignored their conscience and the conviction of the Holy Spirit becausethey listened
to blind religiousleaderswho said: THE BIBLE SAY Syou must obey your husband in ALL things! |
believe those leaderswill be burning right beside all those foolish women. It’ sto these kinds of deluded
hypocrites the prophet Amos wrote the following words:

Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end isit for you?
the day of the LORD is darkness, and not light. Asif a man did flee from
alion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on
thewall, and a serpent bit him. Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness,
and not light? even very dark, and no brightnessin it?

Amos 5:18-20
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The Day of theLord will only belight for those who have been prepared by the Holy Spirit to faceit. The
unsaved, the hypocrite, and epecialy deluded rdligiousleaderswill not enjoy that Day at al. For them, it's
going to be aterrifying day! It sgoing to be aday of darkness. It'snot just going to be aday of externa
darkness; but dso aday when dl theinterna darkness of men will be exposed. All the religious deception
theseleaders have been walking in, and teaching to multitudes of other peoplefor years, will be exposed
and they will be punished for all the spiritual death and destruction they have caused.

Likel said last week, God' s people have no fear of God. They don’t have any fear of being punished by
Him for what they’ ve done or how they’ velived. If they did, they would gpproach wholeissue of spiritud
leadership with fear and trepi dation because they would believe what brother James said: “ Let not many
of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment”
(James3:1NAS). Today’ stheol ogians and preachers and Bible teachersdon’t believe that they will receive
a“dricter judgement” if they teach peopleerror. They couldn’t believewhat Jamessaid evenif they wanted
to becausetheir theology of “grace” statesjust the opposite. They read that verse of Scripture, and they
don't believe it any more than they believe in the tooth fairy!

Y ou know, Jesuswarned us not to let our “light” become darkness. That light is our understanding of
sdvation. He sad if that light becomes darkness, “how great” isthat darkness (Matt. 6:23). Thisiswhat has
happened to the Church System. Thelight of what salvation is, has become darkness. Thelight of what
sdvation is, has become nothing but rdigious fantasy and mythology. Oh, how greet isthat darkness! Itis
destroying multitudes of people.

I’ vetaken thetime to show what Jesus taught and how He viewed family relationships because | want you
to seeit inthe Scripture for yourselves. Themain god of most Chridtiansisto keep their family reationships
intact. But that’s not God' sgodl. Y ou need to know that He' s not redlly that interested keeping al your
family relationshipsintact. Hisgoal isto prepareyou for eternity—and al our family relationships must
become subservient to that work of preparation.

We need torest intheknowledgethat God desiresto save our family members, just asHe desiresto save
everyone. Whether you serve Him or not, Hewill still try to save your family—not becausethey areyour
family, but becausethey are human beingswho need salvation. Jesusdied for them, just asHedied for you.
He draws them, not because they are related to you, but because He draws all men.

Thereisonly oneway to deal with family members—I don’t carewhat their spiritual conditionis. There
isonly oneway to ded with unsaved family members Thereisonly oneway to ded with carnal Christian
family members. Thereisonly oneway to deal with an deceived family members. Thereisonly oneway
to deal with committed Christian family members. We must deal with them al by the Spirit. However,
if we have been taught al kinds of error regarding family relationships—error which supposedly comes
from the Bible—then we will never be ableto hear the Spirit, will we? Ingtead, we will congtantly be deding
our family according to al the error we have beentaught. Thisiswhy it’s so important to know what the
Scripture really says about those relationships.

There are two fundamental things we need to keep in mind when dealing with family. First of all, self

preservationisnot wrong when you' retaking about spiritual self preservation. It snot wrong to determine
inyour mind that you are not going to let anyone deceive you and cause you to misswhat God hasfor you.
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We need to protect ourselves spiritually from anyone who is not serving God because they are our
enemies. That includesfamily. | know it’ svery hard way to look your own family that way, but we have
to or else Satan will usethemto destroy us. I'm not saying you haveto treat them nasty or refuseto talk
to them. What I’ m talking about is seeing thingsthe way they redlly arein the spirit. I’'m talking about seeing
things by the Spirit. We must deal with all of our relationships by the Spirit; and the unpleasant fact is,
anyonewho isnot serving God is our enemy. They are apotential weagpon in Satan’ s hand that he can use
against us. Aside from using our own flesh, thereisno easier way to decelve us than through our own
family. I’ve watched Satan use family to destroy many Christians over the years. It’s no joke.

The second thing we have to remember isthat each one of our family membershasafreewill and God will
never over-ridethat freewill. It’ s so important that we remember this, especialy when we are asking God
to save them, for you see, one of the thingsthe Church System teaches you isto never stop praying for
your unsaved family members. But how can they teach such athing?What if God told you to stop praying
for them? Could you even hear Him spegk that kind of aword to you? For most of today’ s Chrigtians, the
answer isabsolutely not. They could never hear God say such athing becausethey don’t believe Hewould
ever say such athing.

Widl, I'm hereto tdl you my friends, God would and He does say such things. He doestell peopleto stop
praying for their relativeswhen Heknowsthey are past the point of no return. Hea so tells peopleto stop
praying for relativeswhen Heisnot presently movingintheir lives. Also, Hewill tell you to stop praying
for your relatives asatest, to seeif youwill obey Him, or if you are rebellious and determined to keep
doing your own religious thing!

I’ll tell you another Stuation wherewill God tellsusnot to pray for family. He Il tell usnot to pray for those
who areinvolved with demon spirits, and who don’t want to get free from them. If you pray for them when
they love those spirits and are determined to keep them, you will be opening yourself up to those same
spiritsand beforelong, you' Il be having mgor problemsyourself. Prayer, like anything el se, must be Spirit-
led. When God tells usto pray for someone, then He covers us, regardless of their spiritua condition. But
God is not obligated to cover usif we are doing our own thing.

Thebottomlineisthis: God doesn’t want uswaking under the influence of theflesh, or sin, or any unclean
spirits. But it’ snot going to do us any good to get free from our own flesh, if we are going to turn right
around walk under our family’ sflesh. It snot going to do us any good to get freefrom our own sin, if we
aregoing to turn right around partake of the sin of our family. And it’ snot going to do us any good to get
freefrom all the unclean spiritsin our lives, if we' rejust going to turn right around walk under the same
spirits our family walks under.

God wants usfree of all these things—and He expects ustake whatever steps are necessary to get free
from them and stay free. If that requiresthe sacrifice of afamily relationship, or even of all our family
relationships, then that’ s the attitude we must have. Moreover, we must know that such an attitude is
completely Scriptural. Jesustaught very clearly that being prepared to meet Him takes precedence over
all family relationships and duties.
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