KNOWING CHRIST

Tonight | would liketo talk knowing the Lord, asit’ s defined in the Scripture, because this aspect of our salvation
ismisunderstood, especidly by Fundamentalist’s. A long time ago, averse of Scripture jumped out a me, which
began to open my eyesto just how deformed and twisted our view of sdvationis. It sthe onein Hebrews, where
it says Jesusis: “the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him” (Heb. 5:9). Did you ever read
that verse? It doesn't say Jesusisthe author of eternd savation to thosewho “bdlieve’ in Him, or who “trust” in
Him, or who “repent” of their sins, or who “ accept” His atonement. It says He' sthe author of eternal salvation
to those who OBEY Him.

If you areatypical Evangelica Christian, whenever you read thisit hasto confuse you because the whole idea
of salvation being dependant upon your obedience—that’ s something Y OU do—directly contradicts the very
foundation of the Reformation gospel, whichistoday’ s* gospel of grace”. It especidly contradictstheideathat
Christianity isa* package deal”.

The only possible meaning thetypical Christian can get out of that statement isthat wehaveto “obey” God inthe
sense of obeying Hiscommand to “believe’ and “accept” the gospd when it’ s presented to us. And of course,
the ability to believe and accept that gospel must comefrom God to begin with. Anything el se would ingtantly
fal into the category of “works’. We can't obey God in order to earn salvation and according to them, we can't
obey God in order to maintain our salvation. If we do, we are trying to be saved by works.

The only problemis, the writer of Hebrewsis not talking about our initia acceptance of the gospel! He staking
about our walk with the Lord, after we have been regenerated, after we have become achild of God. The Lord
Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all who obey (present tense) Him.

Therearesevera waysto understand thispassage (other than thinking it meansinitialy accepting thegospdl). One
way we can view it isthat after we are forgiven and justified, we can end up unsaved, or cut off from Christ,
through consi stent and perpetual disobedience. Another way tolook at it isto view theterm “eterna salvation”
in the sense of “full salvation” (as opposed to partial salvation or initial salvation).

Of course, | redlize the concept of full and partial salvation are non-existent in today’ s“dl or nothing/package
dedl” view of salvation. For most of today’ s Christians, salvation includesthewhol e package. Either you get the
whole package or you don’'t get anything. Y ou can’t possibly receive half the package. Y ou can’t possibly
receive partial salvation. But thisidea becomes hard to defend when you read certain passagesin the New
Testament. That’s why pastors never produce sermons on these particular passages.

Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but
that we receive a full reward.
I1. John 1:8

Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

James 1:21
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Receiving the end [goal] of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.
|. Peter 1:9

Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.
Hebrews 7:25

But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe
to the saving of the soul.
Hebrews 10:39

Yea doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and do
count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

Philippians 3:8

For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

Galatians 6:8

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not asin my presence only, but
now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling.

Philippians 2: 12

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also
called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses...Laying up
in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they
[believers| may lay hold on eternal life.

|. Timothy 6:12,19

If sdvationisan*“dl or nothing” proposition, based solely on our belief and trust in God’ sMess ah, then why does
the apostle John warn those who are already saved, that they needto be carful to not lose any of the thingsthey
“have wrought”—which means any of the thingsthey have labored for or worked for—so that they receive afull
reward? Isit possbleto only recelve apartial reward? Some people, when push comesto shove, will admit that
Chrigtians can lose some of their rewards. But have you ever heard anyone actually describe or list what rewards
can be lost? Have you ever heard anyone actually list or describe the “rewards’ of a Christian?

| dready know how you will answer that question. Theanswer isNo. Y ou never hear religious|eaderslist or
describewhich “rewards’ can belost becausethey arelying when they say they believe we can lose our rewards.
They know they haveto say they believe we can lose them because the Bible clearly says we can lose them. But
they can’t tell you which “rewards’ can belost because dl the rewards listed in the Scripture are already part
of the package in their minds—and they absolutely do not believe it’s possible to lose part of that package.
According to them, either you get the whole package or you don’t get any of it.
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Wi, if sdvationisa“packageded” that isgivento usby grace and we don't have to do anything but believethe
gospdl in order to get it, then why isthe apostie James telling people who have already been saved (who have
already gotten the whole package), that their “ souls” still need to be saved?’ Even worse, why is Jamestelling
these Christiansthat their souls need to be saved, not by faith, nor by belief, or even by trust in Jesus; but by the
receiving of the “engrafted word” (ie: Christian teaching) after you are saved?

If sAvationisan“dl or nothing” proposition, based soldly on our belief, then why istheapostie Peter telling those
who arealready saved that the* goa” of their faith isthe salvation of their “souls’ ?Weren't their soulssaved as
aresult of believing the gospel ? Weren't their souls saved assoon asthey were forgiven, justified and received
the imputed righteousness of Christ? | thought having our soul saved was part of the package?

If we get the whole package by “grace plus nothing”, then why did the writer of Hebrewstell Jewish believers
that they must believe “to the saving of the soul”? Didn’t believing the gospd savether souls?If it did, then the
writer of Hebrews is terribly confused.

Why did thissamewriter tell Jewish believersthat God isable to save them “to the uttermost” ? Thephrase“to
the uttermost” strongly impliesthat it's possible to be saved, but not to the uttermost. It implies degrees of
sdvation. People blow over theimplications of this passage dl the time because of their package ded mentdity.
Buwe neeto consder what’ sbeing said here. Speaking to those who were dready forgiven, who were dready
justified, who aready had theimputed righteousness of Christ credited to their account; thewriter says. God “is
able’to save them to the “ uttermost” . That means, they are not yet saved to the uttermost. However, the writer
isinforming them that God is able to save them to the uttermost, if they obey Him..

Isit possible that our souls—which is our mind, our emotions, our wills, our desires, and in general, our
personality—is not fully redeemed when wefirst believe?Isit possible that we must believeto itssaving?Isit
possiblefor apersonto be partially redeemed or not saved “to the uttermost” ?Isit possible that “ believing” the
gospd isn't enoughto transform the soul from theimage of Adamto theimage of Christ?Could it bethat weadso
have to obey Jesus in order to have our souls or personalities conformed to Hisimage?

If attaining thefull image of Jesusis part of the package; andif weall get that image automatically whenwedie
or when we enter Paradise, then why was the apostle Paul trying to “win” Christ before he died? | mean, what
intheworld was hetalking about when he said he wanted to “win Christ” ? What doesit meanto “win” Chrigt?
How do you “win” Christ?1 thought it was al by grace—afree gift that can’'t be gained or lost by anything we
do or fail to do? Does't the very term “win” imply acontest? Does't the very term “win” imply labor and effort
on our part? Does't that term carry the very oppositeideaof a“free gift” which you can do nothing to gain or
lose? Contemporary Christians who read that passage can't possibly have any ideawhat Paul istalking about
there because his words go against everything they have ever been taught about salvation. They oppose the
whole package deal concept. They oppose the “al or nothing” view of redemption.

We know that when Paul said hewastrying towin Christ”, he wasn't talking about winning theforgiveness of
Christ because he already had the forgiveness of Christ. Nor was he talking about winning the justification of
Christ because hewasaready justified by faith. Nor was heta king about winning theimputed righteousness of
Chrigt because he was dready covered legdly with that righteousness. The only way to understand that passage,
the only thing that makes sense, isthat Paul was trying to win the full image of Christ. He was seeking full
transformation into the Lord’ s image before he died.
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“ Oh no!” —says the grace plus nothing crowd—"* that can’t be true. We're all going to bear the full image
of Jesus when we get to heaven because that’ s part of the package; that’s what salvation is! And besides,
you can’t win something like that anyway. To say that you must win the image of Christ implies ‘works
on our part. It implies that personal effort in necessary; and that means we are trying to earn salvation” .

Sorry, but that' s precisaly what it meansl We must [abor to win Christ, and we do, we will be rewarded with His
full image! Timeto wake up and smdll the coffee. Just because “package ded” Chridtianity isthe messagethat’s
being presented universally right now, that doesn’t make it true. The Scripture never teaches*“all or nothing”
sdvation. It never offers anyone a package ded. The reason Paul wastrying to “win” Chrigt is precisaly because
hedidn’t believe (or teach) thetrash the* grace plusnothing crowd” believesand teaches. If he believed what they
believed, he would never have been trying to win Christ before he died. He would be doing the same things they
are doing, living the same way they are living, and teaching the same lies they are teaching.

Thecry of Paul’ sheart and the thing that motivated himinall hiswork was, that | might know Him. That isthe
god of the Chrigtian life; that isthe goal God has set before you. Paul’ srace, your race, my race, and therace
of every beiever isto fulfill God'splan for our personal transformation into Hisimage—not later (in heaven)
but in thislife. But because the Scriptural doctrine of “grace” has been so perverted, very few of today’s
Chrigtiansrealize that transformation into theimage of Jesusis something that hasto beapprehended, and that
it must be apprehended through much personal effort and struggle against sin, self and Satan.

Being born again and baptized in the Spirit does not win us Christ. Being endowed with gifts and ministries does
not gain us Christ. Acquiring all knowledge and learning all spiritual mysterieswill not make us like Jesus.
Memorizing the Biblewill not win us Christ. Being the worlds greatest soul winner will not win us Chrigt. It's
very clear in that passage that Paul believed he had to attain what he was after. He had to labor to win Chrigt.
He never taught that he (or any one else) would win Christ automatically by grace.

Paul did not preach what istoday called “the gospel of grace”. Indeed, Paul’ s gospel was afar cry form the
perverson that’ s being taught al over this planet right now. Thesetwo gospelsare not only vastly different, they
are utterly opposed. One of them isa Satanic counterfeit. One of them isthe gospel of Antichrist, and the other
oneisthegospel of Jesus Christ. If you want to know which oneiswhich, just compare what’ sbeing said by
today’ s preachers of grace with some of the things Paul said.

For example, you'll never hear any of today’ sministerstell you that if you “sow to the spirit” you will * reap
eternal life’ becausethat’ sadirect contradiction of today’s* grace’” message. Y ou can't regp eternd life by what
you sow. Such anideameans salvation “by works’ (at least it doesin the mindsof 99% of today’ s Chrigtians).
They’ ve been taught that we are given eternd life fregly because of what we BELIEVE, not because of anything
we DO (or fail to do). How can you reap something you have aready been given asafreegift by grace?Y ou
see, thevery terms* sowing” and “regping” imply WORK Sand REWARD. Y ou arerewarded with (ie: you regp)
eternd life because of what you sow (ie: what you do). The phrase* sow and regp” clearly impliesbeing rewarded
or punished for what you do, not getting afree gift because of what you believe. Today’ sministersof Satan’ sfdse
gospd reject the whole idea of sowing and reaping with regardsto gaining eternd life because it does not, and
it never will, fit into their theology.

Another thing you' Il never hear any of today’ s* grace’ peddlerstd| youisthat you must “work out” your salvation
“with fear and trembling”. Such a statement makes no sense at al to them. Why isit necessary towork out a
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salvation which has aready been worked out for usby Jesus? Why would Paul tell usto work out our salvation
when salvationisafreegift that requires no work? Why would Paul tell usit’ snecessary to“obtain” eternal life
if we already possess eternd life smply by believing the gospel ? The very term “obtain” implies persond effort
or spiritua labor on our part—and that means“works’ to those preaching Satan’ sversion of grace. Indeed, there
arequite afew passagesinthe New Testament which teach very clearly that salvation (eternal life) isthe result
of our own labor and effort!

What are we to make of them. How are we to understand them? Were the aposties really teaching salvation by
works?Werethey redly teaching aworks-righteousness redemption? No, they weren't. They were talking about
the salvation of the soul or the personality. The salvation of the soul isthe transformation of that soul from one
imageto completely different image. The sdvation of the soul, or the transformation of the soul, from oneimage
to another, isaccomplished neither instantly or automatically. We areresponsibleto “ sow” and “work out” and
“lay hold of” soul salvation, whichisfull redemption. Weareresponsgbleto “ receive with meeknessthe engrafted
word”. We areresponsibleto “obey” God. We areresponsibleto “win” Christ. We are responsible to interact
with, and yield to, our Savior, so He can work in our livesto transform usinto His image.

Of course, wecan't do dl thisaloneand God doesn’t ask usto try and do it alone. We need the Lord’ sguidance
and power to go through the process of radical transformation. But by the same token, the Lord won't do
everything for useither. Herequires our co-operation and effort. It' sthe sword of the Lord, and of Gideon. We
have a part to play, and God doesthe rest. There are certain things only God can do for us. But there are other
things we can do, and we must do. We aretotally responsible to do them. If we don’t do them, God will never
do themfor us. HE |l let us paddle around in circles, in our own little religious lagoon forever, if we don't do our
part. Thetransformation of the soul from theimage of Adam to theimage of Christisaco-effort and aco-laboring
between the individual and his’her Savior.

Actua transformation in Christ’ simage can never beimputed. It will never be experienced smply by believing
correct doctrine or by attending afellowship or by obeying any number of religiousrulesor regulations. It will
never be atained by dying and going to heaven. Transformation takes persond interaction with the God who has
saved us. Thisiswhy thewriter of Hebrewswarned believersnot to “neglect” their salvation (Heb. 2:1-3). What
sense doesthat make? How can aperson whoisaready “saved by grace” neglect his salvation? [sthe writer
talking about to backsliding or apostasy?

Y ou see, such astatement makes no senseif our smplistic view of salvationistrue. We need to understand that
even though we have been saved by grace, we can still neglect our redemption by neglecting this process of
transformation from theimage of Adam to theimage of Christ. That transformation isnot automatic. It requires
our full concentration, participation and co-operation. Unfortunately, the sad fact is, multitudes of today’s
Chrigtiansaredoing precisaly what thewriter of Hebrewswarned againg—they are neglecting thetransformation
of thesoul, whichisavita part of their sdlvation. The reason they areneglectingit is because they are being taught
that they will possessthe Lord’ simage when they fly off into the spirit realm, a the Pe-tribulation Rapture! This
isavery smple and effectivetrick of the enemy. If you believe you aready have something, or that you will
automatically get that something later, when you enter Paradise, then you will not spend very muchtimeor energy
trying to obtain it.

Since becoming like Jesusis presented as part of the “ package deal” called salvation, people don't worry about
becoming likeHiminthislife. Why should they? Satan pullsthis sametrick on Christiansregarding thefirst
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marriage. They aretold by deluded religious|eadersthat they are already prepared to enter thefirst marriage,
simply becausethey are achild of God. They aretold they are already prepared to participate inthe wedding
becausethey arein Chrigt, and being in Christ automatically makesthem ready. They aretold they are already
prepared for the marriage because they are covered with the righteousness of Chrigt, and that’ sall that’ srequired
to partake of the marriage. Sincethey are convinced that they are already ready, they don’t bother to even think
about what it might take to actually be ready for that wedding.

Whenyou tell peoplebeing like Jesusis part of the* package’ and that everyonewill get that package sooner or
later, why should you expect them to strive and |abor to become like Jesus now, inthislife? | mean, hey, coming
forthinthefull image of Jesusisashoein, right? It'sgonnahappento al rea Chrigtians, sooner or later, right?
Why worry about it now. Relax and enjoy theride! In the end, we're all gonna get the whol e package.

The “graceplusnothing” crowd doesn't redlly understand salvation. They don’t redlly understand the gospdl they
preach. They areblind fools, obsessed with defending an indefensible theology. Some of them may be sincere,
but the mg ority of them are salf-righteous, pontificating, wind bagswho loveto hear themselvestalk. They are
completely blind to the spiritual vison laid out in the Scripture, and anyone who listensto them will neglect their
sdvation becausethey will neglect that part of their salvation which deal swith becoming like Jesus and being made
reedy for the marriage. They will walk around believing that becoming like Jesusis part of the package, and that
participation in the first marriage is part of the package.

They do not understand that the whole purpose of salvation is to make us compatible with our future
husband—the L ord Jesus Christ. They do not understand that the whole purpose of redemption isto change us
from oneimage to another image. That’ swhy the concept of marriageis so central in the teachings of Jesus, of
the apostle Paul, and in the book of Revelation. There sgoing to be amarriage or union at the end of this present
age. Part of the Godhead, part of the One who lives outsde the realm of time and space, who created everything
from nothing, is going to marry a people who have been made just like Him.

Thewonder of thisunionisnot aredity to most of us. Thiskind of thing has never happened before, notin all the
eon’ sof time. God, the Son, isgoing to take awife and be joined to her forever. He and that wife will enter into
aspiritual union that cannot and will never be broken. It will be aunion like no one has ever seen or imagined.
What we' retaking about hereis much degper and much greater than smply “going to heaven” and living forever
inaplace called Paradise! God, the Son isgong to be joined forever to a people who have been changed from
an image that istotally incompatible with Him, to an image that is 100% compatible with Him.

What Christianstoday don’t understand i sthat the changefrom incompatibility to compatibility must take place
inthislife. Weneed to bedivein theflesh, in these physica bodies, for that work to be done. Onceyou lose your
physica body with dl it’ slustsand passions; once you are removed from physicd life on thisplanet; that portion
of thework of transformation comesto an end. It sover. God can’t “take you on” in the spirit realm, like some
peopl e teach because most of the situations God usesto actually change usfrom Adam’ simageto theimage of
Christ can only be arranged and experienced while we rein these falen bodies of flesh. Oncewelose our bodies
and we passinto the spirit realm, school isover. Whatever grade we werein when wedied, that’ sthe gradewe
will be in when we are resurrected.

The grace plus nothing crowd is obliviousto thisredity because of dl the fase doctrine they are taught from the
minute they become Christians. They have no idea that we must be made compatible with Jesusin thislife.
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Instead, they livein areligious fantasy world, assuming that our transformation is going to happen automaticaly
at themythical Pre-tribulation Rapture, or after we die. They have no ideathat such aradical transformation
requires labor and effort on our part because they are taught just the opposite! They are taught that true faith
requires no effort or [abor. They aretaught that the* package’ comesto ussmply by believing. All that isrequired
to get the whole package at the end of theroad is isthat we go through life believing that God will give the
packagein the end. Aslong aswekeep believing wewill get the package, wewill get it because we (supposedly)
get it by faith, not by works.

Theredity of just how much work it takesto be changed from our ownimageinto theimage of God doesn’'t even
enter thethought process of the grace plus nothing crowd becausethey assumethistransformation isgoing to take
placeautomatically, either aswe go through lifebelieving, or when we enter Paradise. That’ sthekind of religious
fantasy world they walk in. They are convinced that they are not required to put forth any persond effort or labor
in the whole process because all personal effort and labor equals “works’ in their minds.

| wouldliketo suggest to you that not only must we be conformed to theimage of Jesusinthislife, if wearegong
to be united to Him forever a the first marriage; and not only will this change require alot of effort and labor on
our part; thesuccessor failure of thistransformation will rest to agreat degree on how well we cometo * know”
the Lord in thislife.

Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father
also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

John 14:6-7

Thereisafase assumption that gets deeply ingrained in many Christians, as soon asthey get saved and start
attending achurch; and that assumptionisthat they “know” Jesus. Infact, many of them, when they arewitnessing
to someonewhoisnot saved, will say something likethefollowing: “ Do you knowthe Lord?’ Even though we
all assumewe“know” the Lord, thefact is, thereisasensein which it can be said we don’t know Him, until
certain things take place in our lives.

Thisiswhy Jesus said what He did to the disciples who were asking Him to show them the Father. He said: “if”
you had “known” me, you would have also “known” the Father. Here you have a case where people who
“believed” Jesuswaslsrad’ sMessah, and “followed” Him aslsrag’ sMessiah, didn't redly “know” Him. After
3yearsof livingwith Him day and night; after 3 yearsof and traveling the length and breadth of the country with
Him,; after 3 years of watching Him minister and being taught by Him, they didn’t really know Him.

“Wdl”, someonemight say, “they didn’t know Him because the Holy Spirit had not yet been given, and it sonly
through the Holy Spirit that we cometo know Him”. But that’ snot the case, as can be seen by the answer Jesus
gavePhillip. Hedidn't say: “'Y ou don’'t know meyet Phillip; but that' s okay because you can't possibly know me
until 1 go back to heaven and send you the Holy Spirit”. Instead, the Lord gave Phillip amild rebuke. He said:
“Have | been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip” (John 14:9)? Phillip and the rest
of thedisciples should have known Jesusin away they did not yet know Him. Soit’spossibleto believein Jesus,
follow Jesus, serve Jesus, and even hear His teaching, yet not really “know” Him the way we should.
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And thisislife eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.
John 17:3

Did you ever read the above passage and wonder why Jesussaid“ eternd life’ is*“knowing” God and Jesus? Why
didn't He say eternd lifeis“believing” in God or in Jesus? Why didn't He say eternd lifeis“trusting” in God or
inJesus? Why didn't Hesay eternd lifeislivingin Paradiseforever or “making it” toheaven? Thisisanother one
of those passagesthat really doesn't fit today’ sgospel . The Lord wastrying to make apoint. Eternal lifeonly
comes from unionwith God and the Son. It doesn’t comefrom belief in God, or trustin God, or holding correct
doctrine, or learning the Bible inside and out—except asthese thingslead usinto aspiritual union with God
whereby we know Him. That’s where eterna lifeis, and nowhere else.

That | may know him, and the power of hisresurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; If by any means| might attain
unto the resurrection of the dead.

Philppians 3:10-11

Didn’t you ever wonder why Paul, near the end of hislife, would say that he wanted to “know” the Lord? Are
weto understand from this statement that Paul didn’t redlly “know” the Lord al those years? Of course not. The
context of hisstatement is clear. Paul wanted to walk in deep spiritual union with the Lord. That' swhat the term
“know” meansin thisinstance. He wanted to know the Lord’ s resurrection life, which comes as aresult of
suffering. Y ou see, thereisaways adeeper level of “knowing” God that ispossible aswewak with Him. Our
relationship with Him is not a static one. It should grow and deepen as the yearsroll by.

How well we“know” the Lord will makethe differencein how much transformation we experience. How well
we know the Lord will also make a difference between partaking or not partaking of the reward of the first
resurrection. That’ swhat | wastrying to bring out the other week, when we looked at the parable of thewiseand
foolish virgins. Theissuewith the virginswas not the amount of oil they had. Theissue was, how well did they
know their Lord?

A lot of people confuse the parable of the virginswith other parables Jesus taught, where he told the people who
thought they were saved that He never knew them. People read that same statement into the parable of the
virgins, but that’ s not what Jesus said. He said | don’t (presently) know you. That’ s not the same as saying |
never knew you. Jesus said | “never” knew you to people who “worked iniquity”. He stalking to people who
name of name of Christ, but who never stop practicing iniquity.

In the case of thewise and foolish virgins, theissue wasn't sin. They weren't accused of practicing iniquity.
Nothing is said to them about them sinning. It wasn't iniquity that kept the foolish virginsfrom entering the
marriage. Theissuewasalack of preparation—and the reason they were not properly prepared isbecausethey
did not “know” the Lord the way they needed to know Him. They were not being “led by the Spirit”. When the
Lord said Hedidn't (presently) know them, Hewas not saying He“ never” knew them. He wasn't saying they
were never genuine believers. He was saying He didn't presently know them the way He needed to know them
in order for them to be led by the Spirit, like the five wise virgins were being led by the Spirit, so they were
properly prepared to meet Him.
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The wedding doesn’t represent going to heaven and the“oil” isn't really theissue. If you view thewedding as
salvationinthetraditional sense, then nothing you come up with regarding the oil represents, actualy fitsthe
parable. If the oil represents spiritua light, then the foolish virgins went and got more spiritua light but they till
missed savaion? If you seethe ail asthe Holy Spirit, then the foolish virgins went and got more of the Holy Spirit,
or got re-filled with the Holy Spirit, but they till missed sdvation?If you seethe oil aseternd life, then thefoolish
virgins went and got more eternal life but they still missed salvation?

None of these things make sense becausethe il isnot theissue! Theissueiswhy the wisevirginsknew to take
extraoil, and why the foolish ones didn't know to take extraoil. The wise virgins knew the Lord in adeeper way
than the foolish virgins did. Taking extraoil wasjust atest God used to see who had earsto hear. It wasjust a
test to seewho was walking in a close relationship with Him. It wasjust atest to see who wasredly being led
by the Spirit.

Thewise virginstook extraoil beforeit became evident that they would need extra oil because they knew the
Bridegroom the way they needed to know Him in order to hear His voice. The foolish virgins went out to buy
extraail, only after it became evident that they would need it. At that point, it didn't take any spiritua discernment
or adeep relationship with the bridegroom to redlize they needed more oil. Anyone could have recognized the
situation by that point. Thisiswhy buying more oil didn't change anything.

The reason they were buying extraoil wasn't because they were suddenly being led by the Spirit, or because they
had suddenly devel oped a deeper union with the bridegroom. They were buying extra oil because external
circumstances (which anyone could see) now demanded it. Thewise virginswere being led by the Spirit, so they
knew to take extraoil beforeexternal circumstancesrevealed the need for extraoil. Thefoolish virginswere
Chrigtians, but they were not walking as closeto the L ord asthe wise virginswere. Their relationship with the
bridegroom was not deep enough to hear Him tell them to take extraail. It was degp enough to hear Him call
them to the wedding, but it wasn't deep enough to actually enter the wedding.

I”’m highlighting this parable again becauseit’ smessageisimportant. There are many genuine believersright now
who arewaiting to enter thefirst marriage. They assumethey are prepared to enter that marriage and they are
resting in that assumption. But the level of union they are now experiencing with the Lord is not sufficient to get
them into the marriage. They may know the Lord at acertain level and to acertain degree; but they don’t know
Himtheway they need to know Himin order to go into the marriage when thetime comes. They don’t know Him
enough that they are being transformed intoisimage. They don’t know Him enough that they arereceiving the
kind of training thet is necessary to rule the nations with Him in the next age. They Him enough that they will be
able to hear the call to go out and meet Him, when it comes, but they will not be able to meet Him.

People are used to getting things doing at the last minute, or arriving someplaceat the last second, or getting ready
for an occasion at thelast minute; but that’ s not theway it’ sgoing to be with the Sons of God. Thework will be
donein that company of saintsbeforethe call goes out, and when the call goesforth, that' sit. Those who have
been prepared will enter in. Those who haven't been prepared will not enter in. God' snot going to let peoplerun
around like abunch of nut-cases, trying to get prepared at thelast minute. Either you will be ready when the call
comes or you won't be ready and at that point, it will too late to try and get ready.

It' slike Noah and theflood. Y ou know Jesus said the coming of the Son of man will be“asit wasin the days of
Noah” (Matt. 24:37). Wéll, there are alot of important truths that can be gleaned from that statement, and many
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ministers have done so. But onetruth | want to highlighted at thispoint isthe fact that Noah finished that Ark and
everyonewas settled and locked inside of it for seven days beforetherain finally started. The Scriptura version
isn't like the Hollywood version of the story, where as soon aNoah finishesthe Ark it startsto rain and he's
loading the animals and all the suppliesinto the Ark asit rains.

Not so. The Ark had been completely finished; the animalshad al been brought aboard and they weredl fed and
settled down intheir places; the supplies had dl been brought aboard and safely stored away; Noah and hisfamily
had entered the Ark and were patiently resting in their quarters; and God had shut the door and locked them
insidethe Ark Himself. Then, seven dayslater, therain started. Those who wereto be saved had been prepared
and were in their place for a whole week before the judgment started. There would be no last minute
preparations; no last minute conversions. That’s the way our God works.

So you can see how important really knowing the Lord is. Y ou can see how important it isto devel op adeep
intimacy and spiritua union with Him. There are many waysthe enemy triesto hinder usfrom developing that
deep union with the Lord, but one of the most insidious devices he has ever come up with to prevent usfrom
knowing the Lord in adeep and intimate way was the doctrine of “ Sola Scriptura’. | have no doubt that the
motives and the intentions of the Reformers were good when they came up with this damnable doctrine. But the
fact is, the road to Hell is paved with good intentions.

Satan took what was intended for good and turned it into one of the slickest types of religious bondage
imaginable. Sola Scripturawas the Reformer’ s answer to Roman Catholicism’ sway of doing business. The
Roman Cathoalic organi zation wasrun on three pillars: the Scripture, the Magasterium, and Church traditions. The
Magasterium was the church’ sleadership, including the Pope. The traditions were acombination of teachings
including the Church Fathersand dl the various Roman bishops over the centuries. Luther and thereformerssaid
theonly thing that isvalid out of these threeisthe Scripture, and thus, everything we believe, teach and do from
now on, will be only according to what is written in the text of the Scripture. Sola Scripture—the Scripture
alone—isthefinal authority in all matters of faith and practice.

That wasfine aslong as you were only degling with the specific issue of the three pillars of Roman Catholicism.
It wasright to reject the Magasterium and Church tradition as the basis of our faith and practice. The problem
is, the concept of Sola Scriptura was't kept within theframework of the error of Roman Catholicisam. It quickly
turned into arejection of the Scriptural command to beled by the Holy Spirit. It degenerated into adoctrine of
Pharisees whereby believers were forbidden to hear God outside of the Scripture. From that point on, it was
taught that if you want to know God, you can only know Him through the Bible. If you want to hear God speak,
you can only hear Him speak through the Bible. People who promote thiserror arefilled with religious pride and
they are as deceived as any Roman Catholicis.

| happened to visit achat forum the other day and the discussion was about whether or not God still speaksto
people. It'samazing to see the number of people who are utterly convince that God does speak to us, but only
throughtheBible. | know alot of peoplewho think Charismaniaistaking over the Visible Church, but from what
| can seg, it just the opposite. I’ ve never seen so many people denying that God can speak to us outside of the
Bible. It starting to feel very creepy.

Anyway, therewas't alot of “theologica” expostionin theposts of these guys becauseit was abunch of young
people. It wasmostly afew key versusand regurgitated clichés. The gist of the commentsfromwhosewho said
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you can only hear God speak through the Bible wasthat the Scripture has given usall thingsthat pertainto life
and godliness. This, of course, isamis-interpretation of what the gpostle Peter said. Thefact that so many people
mis-apply this particular passage to defend their Sola Scriptura error, showsjust how pronewe areto read just
what we want to read and not what the Scripture actually says. Thisis what Peter said:

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of
Jesusour Lord, According as his divine power_hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called
usto glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that isin the world through lust.

Il. Peter 1:2-4

Peter begins by blessing the people: “ Grace and peace be multiplied unto you” . Grace and peace be multiplied
unto you—how? Through reading the Bible? No! Through the knowledge of God and the knowledge of Jesus.
Then he says. “According as hisdivine power hath given unto usall thingsthat pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of himthat hath called usto glory and virtue’. Look carefully at what hejust said. What
isitthat gives“unto usal thingsthat pertain unto lifeand godliness’ ?1t isGod' s power; and it comesthrough our
knowledge of Him! Not our knowledge of the Bible. Our knowledge of HIM. Our knowledge of the PERSON.
It's Jesus the Person, who gives us all things that pertain to life and godliness; not the Bible!

And let metell you something my friends: you can know the Bible from cover to cover and not know Jesusthe
person! Y ou can memorize and quote that book verbatim, from beginning to end, and not know Jesus, the
Person. Just because you know what the Bible teaches, that doesn’t necessarily mean you know Jesusthe Person.
Neither does it mean you know Him enough to enter the first marriage.

Asamatter of fact, | know quite afew people who arefilled with religious spirits, yet they know the Bibleinside
and out. They have memorized large sections of the Bibleand they can pull Scripturestogether faster that you can
blink and eye. Their ability with the Scriptureisnot naturd. It camefrom religious spirits. That' sright. It' slike they
get acounterfeit “gift” of the Spirit—a supernatura knowledge of the Bible and asupernaturd ability tolearnit,
guote it, and teach it. But that gift didn’t come from God; it came from the spirit of Antichrist.

If and when you run up against one of these kinds of people, if you know Jesus Christ in adeep way, you will be
deceived by themin aheartbesat. Y our Biblewon't help youin that kind of asituation because they areteaching
the Bible better than you ever could. Their doctrineis basically sound. Comparing doctrine won’'t help you. Only
the “knowledge of Jesus’ will help you in that kind of a Stuation. One of the comments made in that forum was
the following:

“God speaks, but He is not speaking today as so many claim. He is not telling us what car to
buy or who to marry. Rather God is speaking to us through His word. What is He saying?
Many things! He desires for us to love Him, not in just in words but in DEEDS. It is through our
living that others will see Gods love, and it is through our words that others will come to know our
Savior. It's not receiving from God that is the issue. It’'s not hearing from God for directions
that's important. Rather, it is us as believers, becoming conformed in His image. Freely, freely,
you have received. Freely, freely give. Go in my name and because you BELIEVE, others will
know that | live...’
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Thisisthe confusion that resultsfrom being under the Fundamentalist, Phariseei cal spell of today’ s Orthodoxy.
God doesn't give usdirections, likewhat kind of car to buy or who to marry. Thisiswhy thisguy will never be
conformed to theimage of Christ, even though hetalksagood talk. In order to be conformed to the image of
Chrigt, you must submit every areaof your life to Him so you can do Hiswill in those aress. | can hardly believe
any one with an ounce of common sensewould say God doesn’t want to direct uswho to marry. We are stuck
with the person we marry the rest of our lives, and this guy doesn'’t think god would have us seek hisdirection
on who we should be joined to?

And Y es, you better believe God would liketo direct you in choosing acar. He knowswhich carsare lemons
and which onesaren’t. Y ou go out and buy what you think isbest, or what strikes your fancy, and you'reliable
to end up with auto repair bills coming our your ear. Buying alemon can make life utterly miserable for ayoung
married couple who are living from pay check to pay check.

Y es, God does speak to usthrough the Scripture. But that only about 20% of thetotality of the waysH talksto
us, and lead and guides us. So if you are saying we can only hear God through the Bible or know God through
the Bible, thefact is, you are cutting yourself off from the other 80% of the life that isavailable to you. Sola
Scripturamay sound pious; but thetruth is, it’ sadoctrine of demons and it’ s being used to keep multitudes of
believersfrom redly knowing the Lord in adeep and intimateway. That’ sright—SolaScripturawill be the cause
of multitudesmissing thewedding. | have no doulbt that the Sola Scripturacrowd will till bewaving their Bibles
intheair and quoting chapter and verselong after the door isdammed in their face—that’ s how utterly blind and
deceived they are.

Therewasanother guy on that forum who wrote the follow comments. It wasablessing for metoreadit, soI’ll
share it with you. His name was Wesely:

Hello all!

| am a born again Christian who has been saved for the past 3 years & 8 months. For the first 3
years & 4 months of my Christian life my prayer life was sort of all one sided, me speaking to
God. Sometimes | would receive a Scripture dealing with what was going on in my life & | would
believe it was God communicating with me; & | still do believe that He does speak to us
through the Scriptures.

About four months ago | started to receive answers to my questions | had for God. When |
refer to a voice, | am not talking about an audible voice, but an inner voice deep in the heart.
Please do not misunderstand me. I'm not saying | hear an audible voice because | do not. But |
am aware of a voice deep in my spirit.

God had told me not to believe every voice or thought that | hear! | try all my thoughts by the Word
of God. I use the KJV & | would never put direction from my spiritual communion above the word
of God. The word of God is concrete, solid, pure & without error.

Nevertheless, my prayer life has been really enriched by my present communion with God,
whereas before, prayer was so hard. But now | spend hours alone with God. | do not believe | have
a higher anointing than anyone else. | believe God wants to have a real relationship with
every one of His children. | mean, God is a personality & His human creation are personalities.
Personalities interact with each other through various means & one is conversation.
Believe me, | was initially shocked when | started to hear his voice & did not believe it was God
straight away. But my prayer life has gotten so much stronger in the past four months, & | am
closer to God than I've ever been.
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| have so much to learn about God, & | am excited because of what God is doing in my life. My
advice is this: honor the word of God above everything else! Do not believe anything that
contradicts it & when you go to prayer, make sure your no.1 goal is not to receive blessing, or
even to intercede for people, but make your no.1 goal Him—to meet with Him, just make Him, His
personality everything. Just set your heart solely on connecting with the Jesus Christ the
Almighty & worshiping & adoring Him for who He is.

Praisethe Lord! Now there’' s acandidate for the marriage! 1 don’t even know this young man, but | will be
praying that God continues to lead him and guide him into the fulness of salvation. He' slearning to know the
Bridegroom the way he needs to know Him.

At thesametime, it’ stragic that thisyoung man wasin such astate that when God actualy started speaking to
him directly, he was “shocked” and he couldn’t even believe it was God at first. Can you begin to see how
damnablethis Sola Scripturathing isyet? Being led directly by the Spirit; hearing that “inner voice’ of the Spirit;
receiving the checkings of the Spirit; following the peace of God; exercising the gifts of the Spirit that we have
been given; communicating with God directly in prayer—all thesethings aretheinheritance of the saints! It sour
birth-right, people! It'snot something that just afew “specid” people can enjoy. Thesethingsare oursby divine
right. Dear God! why dowelet Satan steal what isrightfully ours? Why do we let arrogant, deceived Pharisees
rob of us of our inheritance—and we do nothing?

Listen, if you have believed the Sola Scriptura error, or you have endorsed it, you need to get down on your
knees tonight and beg God' s forgiveness because you have been part of Satan’s schemeto not only rob God's
peopleof their inheritanceinthislife, but inthenext lifeaswell. Y ou have been part of ademonic plot to make
the saintsunfit for the marriage and unfit to rule with Jesusin the coming kingdom. Ask God to ddliver you, once
and for all, from the influence of this Sola Scripturalie.

Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me’ (an. 10:27). The Lord istalking
about adirect, personal relationship. He snot talking about anindirect relationship with Him through the Bible.
If you can’t beled by Him directly, and hear Hisvoice directly, then you will never befit to be Hiswife. So, if
we want to be part of thefirst marriage; if we want to be fully transformed into Hisimage in thislife; then our
relationship with Himisgoing to haveto go alot deeper than just reading and studying and being led by the Bible.
WE're going to have to come to know Jesus outside the Bible, and learn to hear His voice outside the Bible.

If that sounds like heresy, it's because you are still under the influence of Satan’s Sola Scripturalie.
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